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STATEMENT OF THE CHAIRMEN 


To the members of the House Committee on Interior and Insular 
Affairs: 

For many years we have recognized that one of the most serious 
roblems facing our American Indian population is that of heirshi 
fand. With each passing generation the difficulties of solving this 
problem multiply and if some solution is not forthcoming it will be 
so acute by the turn of the century that the Federal Government will 
be unable to bear the burden of handling the administration of the 
land and the Indians will find their estate so fractionated that their 

utilization will be nearly impossible. 

Accordingly, early in the 86th Congress we instructed Dr. J. L. Tay- 
lor of the committee staff to obtain the assistance of the Library of 
Con consultants in Indian affairs, Mr. Stephen A. Langone 
and Dr. William H. Gilbert, to undertake a comprehensive study of 
the heirship problem and to prepare a thorough analysis of their Bnd- 
ings in two volumes. 

his report on the Indian heirship land problem is the seventh of a 
series of studies on Indian problems dating back to 1920 when the 
House Committee on Indian Affairs, following its investigation of 
Indian field conditions, issued a three-part publication entitled “Hear- 
ings on Indians in the United States.” 

second comprehensive study made by the House Committee on 
Indian Affairs in 1944 was embodied in a summary of field hearings 
ry the committee in part 3 of the publication entitled “Committee 

earings to Investigate Indian Affairs, 1944.” 

In 1952 the House Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs as- 
sembled results of its comprehensive investigations of the relations 
of the individual Indian tribes to the Federal Government in House 
Report 2503, 82d Congress, 2d session, 1,798 pages, including 157 
maps. 

In response to House Resolution 89, 83d Congress, 2d session, the 
Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs studied and reported on 
(1) the manner in which the Bureau of Indian Affairs has performed 
its functions of studying the readiness of Indian groups to manage 
their own affairs; and (2) the adequacy of Federal laws and regula- 
tions to insure the faithful performance of trust responsibilities re- 

arding Indian properties. is fourth study of the series was pub- 
ished as House Report 2680, 83d Congress, 2d session, 576 pages, 
in 1954. 

The fifth study was entitled “Present Relations of the Federal Gov- 
ernment to the American Indian,” 346 pages, was published in Decem- 
ber 1958. The material in the report included (1) employment and ex- 
penditures in the Bureau of Indian Affairs; (2) the Indian claims 
situation; (3) State expenditures for Indian welfare and the history 
of welfare activities on each reservation; (4) Indian voting, tribal 
assets and liabilities; (5) attorney services available to Indian tribes; 
and (6) organizations interested in Indian affairs. 
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XIV STATEMENT OF THE CHAIRMEN 


The sixth study entitled “Indirect Services and Expenditures by the 
Federal Government for the American Indian” (86th Cong., 1st sess., 
Committee Print 14) brought together all pertinent data and analyses 
indicating the extent and ramifications of indirect activities and ex- 
penditures by the Federal Government for Indian affairs in fiscal 1958. 

Our present report deals with a problem that had its beginning when 
the Federal Government gave to individual Indians certain tracts of 
tribal or public lands for their own use. The title to this land was 
held in trust by the Federal Government as a form of protection until 
such time as the Indian was capable of assuming ful iis agen 
This trust status has been continued in most cases and today the Fed- 
eral Government still holds title to 12,235,4117 acres of such land. 
In the meantime, however, with the decease of the oe owners, 
the estates have been probated by the Government and held in trust 
for the heirs who inherited interests in such lands. As these heirs 
have died, the entire probate process has been repeated. This has 
created a situation where more and more Indians have come to hold 
smaller and smaller interests in a tract of land. 

Today we find the Federal Government and the American Indian 
are faced with serious problems as a result of hundreds of heirs own- 
ing fractional interests in the same tracts of land Some of the land 
is not being used because snes is needed from heirs who cannot 
be located. Income from leases and sales are, in many instances, bei 

aid in pennies, and the administrative problems faced by the Fede 
overnment are almost beyond imagination. 

In anticipating the formulation of legislation on the subject, we 
sought to determine the opinions of the Indian heirs who are direct] 
concerned. What are their individual experiences with heirship land, 
what are their problems, what do they think should be done about this, 
and why? These and many other questions came to mind that could 
not be answered with any information on hand. Obviously it was 
physically impossible to hold hearings where all heirs could be heard 
since they may live in the 50 States, and in foreign countries as well. 
It was with these thoughts in mind that the staff was instructed to 
attempt contact through the mail with all heirs. 

Consequently, a mailing list of all known heirs and their addresses 
was requested from eac ney. These lists were received* and 
50,000 names were culled from them (minors and heirs with no 
address were dropped), and a questionnaire was mailed to each 

(see &: 543 for text) . This questionnaire had been circulated to vari- 
ous field office and headquarters officials for comment on (1) whether 
it was complete enough to elicit the needed information, and (2) 
whether the heirs would understand the questions. To assure the 
heirs of anonymity (except for the committee itself), code numbers — 
were used on the return envelopes and the heirs were not asked to 
sign the questionnaire.. These code numbers enabled the staff to 
identify the area office, agency, and individual sending in the return 
and. were quite useful in analyzing the data by administrative 
jurisdiction. 

2 Source: a: tie States Indian population and land. Bureau of Indian Affairs, Septem- 


ber 1960, p ‘ 
®The latest available statistics indicating the heirship land in relation to the total 


allotted is for 1952 when the Interior Department reported there were 14,675,000 acres 
of individual trust land of which about 6,874,000 were in heirship status. However, at 
this time, the Senate Interior and Insular Affairs Committee is preparing a study that 
will provide more recent figures. 

® Some difficulties were encountered with Fort Peck Agency. 

See app., p. 541, for text of letter, and reply by committee. 
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STATEMENT OF THE CHAIRMEN XV 


Of the 50,000 questionnaires mailed out about 10 percent could 
not be delivered and were returned by the post office for the following 
reasons: Moved, no forwarding address, 963; no such address or 
office, 501; deceased, 228; and unknown, 3,431. In addition, 21 ques- 
tionnaires were returned but not filled out, 26 were returned by insti- 
tutions stating the heir was a patient and incapable of completing the 

uestionnaire; 94 were from minors; 78 had no code identification 
theirs used other envelopes) ; and 83 were returned too late for tabu- 
lation (some returns are still coming in). It was most gratifying 
however, to receive so many returns containing honest forthright an- 
swers to the questions and some excellent suggestions concerning solu- 
tion of the problem. 

The 9,001 usable returns were turned over to the Bureau of the 
Census, under contract, to tabulate those questions that could be 
machine tabulated. Upon completion, the Census tabulations and 
the original returns were turned over to the Library of Co for 
analysis. The Library of Congress analysis is published in Vol. 1 and 
the Caaisin Bureau tabulation in Vol. 2 of this study. 

The Library of Congress analysis has developed a fairly well crystal- 
lized picture of the heirs in terms of income, residence, blood quan- 
tum, and other important factors. In addition, it brings into focus 
not only the complex problems faced by the heirs but also those 
problems that will be facing the Con when legislation is consid- 
ered. One of the most important factors develo is the impor- 
tance of the time element, when as years go by the heirs’ share of the 
land and income from it decreases while the cost of administration 
to the Federal Government increases. For example, the analysis 
states that at the present time average yearly income from heirship 
land is between $51 and $100 for each heir, but that probates of the 
present estates will drop this figure well below $50. ain, the anal- 
ysis brings out that about 10 percent of the heirs could not be con- 
tacted at this time and with increasing migration from the reserva- 
tion areas there will be an amplification of this problem in the future. 
This study has also brought to light what might be termed the “rule of 
heirship land” as follows: Increasing fractionation equals increased 
cost of administration to the Federal Government and a decrease in 
income to the heirs. 

We would also call the attention of committee members to a study 
now being made by the Senate Interior and Insular Affairs Commit- 
tee on the problems involved in Federal administration of heirship 
land. 

We recommend that on the basis of both studies the House and 
Senate committees and the Bureau of Indian Affairs attempt to pre- 
pare corrective and lasting legislation on the heirship problem for 
consideration during the 87th Congress. 


Wayne N. Asprnatt, 
Chairman, House Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs. 


James A. Hatey, 
Chairman, House Subcommittee on Indian Affairs. 
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ANALYSIS OF THE INDIAN HEIRSHIP LAND 
QUESTIONNAIRES 


(By Stephen A. Langone, Analyst, Indian Affairs, Legislative 
Reference Service, Library of Congress) 


Norr.—This analysis is based solely upon the 9,001 completed ques- 
tionnaires tabulated by the Bureau of the Census and examination of 
the returns themselves. In some cases the material is used as a basis 
for projections concerning all heirs and is so noted in the text. There 
are certain obvious limitations to such a study as evidenced by the rate 
of return from the agencies (see p. 546) varying from 4 percent at 
United Pueblo to 39 percent at Zuni. Such variations would percent- 
agewise tend to throw more weight to those agencies where the rate of 
return was higher. In addition there is a question as to the effect 
illiteracy had on the rate of return. Some returns were filled out by 
friends or Bureau officials for heirs unable to do so, but how many 
others did not avail themselves of such services is unknown. [f illiter- 
acy were a factor then obviously the findings established in this report 
could be questioned on the grounds that this group would tend to be 
less assimilated and perhaps tied more closely to their land. 


BACKGROUND OF THE PROBLEM 


The Indian heirship land problem can be traced to its origin * in the 
General Allotment Act of February 8, 1887 (26 Stat. 388), which was 
intended to assist the American Indian in becoming acculturated to 
our society. Under the terms of this act, individual Indians were 
ier tracts of tribal land (and in some cases public domain lands) 

or their own, but the title was held in trust by the Federal Govern- 
ment. Holding trust title for a specified number of years (originally 
25) was thought to be effective control over the individual and a 
method of preventing the sale or disposition of such holdings. Based 
upon the feeling that many Indians were not or could not be ready 
to assume full responsibilities of landowners at the expiration of the 
trust period, it has been extended from time to time and the Gov- 
ernment still holds trust title to approximately 12,235,411? acres of 
Indian-owned land in this category. As the original allottee died the 
estates * were probated by the Federal Government and the heirs were 
notified they owned a certain fractional interest in the tract. The land 
was not physically partitioned and the heirs were placed in a position 
similar to that of tenants in common Ree certain restrictions). The 
years since passage of the General Allotment Act have witnessed the 
decease of not only original allottees but heirs who have inherited from 

1 Actually allotments were made prior to this time for certain tribes, however the allot- 
ment act was the first general legislation, 

2 Source: United States Indian Population and Land. Burean of Indian Affairs, Septem- 


ber 1960, p. V. 
3 “Estate” refers to the individual’s interest whereas “tract” refers to the land unit. 
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them, and in turn the increasing fractionation of interests.’ This then 
is the heirship problem as we know it today, a tract of individual trust 
land is owned a up to several hundred Indians with the resulting 
problems of administration for the Federal Government and utiliza- 
tion by the heirs, The complexities of the problem today can be 
adequately indicated in terms of two exceptional cases brought out by 
romp themselves. One heir (49039) stated that his grandmother 
(now living) has 116 grandchildren and 5 generations in the famil 
now, and one of the examiners of inheritance referred to a case whic 
is now being probated where there are approximately 245 heirs. (See 
548. 

In Dial of 1956, the Comptroller General of the United States 
submitted to ary bre a report * on the administration of Indian lands 
by the Bureau of Indian Affairs. A section of that report was devoted 
to the problem of Indian heirship lands and the following statements 
indicate the findings concerning administrative problems: 


At the Winnebago Agency, of the Aberdeen area, an allotment leased during 
1954 for $180 was divided among 66 heirs, some of whom received only 3 cents, 
In 1955 the proceeds from the lease were distributed among 90 owners. 


PROBATE OF ESTATES 


Few Indians execute wills devising designating tracts of land to specific heirs. 
As a result the land is passed to the heirs, each of whom then owns an undivided 
interest in the land. The determination as to the heirs and their fractional 
interests is made through probate, conducted by the examiner of inheritance 
under the Office of the Solicitor, Department of the Interior. The complexity 
-~ heirship determination is illustrated by the following cases probated in the 

allup area: 

1. One Indian shared in nine estates through her second husband and 
also in two other estates. The total value of her share of these estates was 
$703, with six of the estates being valued at less than $15. Her nine children 
and seven of her grandchildren share in these estates at her death. Con- 
sequently, the interest in the 11 estates was divided into 176 shares ranging 
in amount from 3 cents to $30. 

2. The estate of allotment No. 144, valued at $240, had 71 heirs at time 
of probate. Forty-three heirs received more than $1 share in the estate 
and, of the remaining 28 heirs, 14 received shares valued at less than 10 
cents. The fractional shares ranged from 837/4515840 to 263655/4515840. 

Distribution of probate fees to charge each heir with his pro rata share, 
in the event that the fee was not deducted from the estate, may take considerable 
time to calculate. In one instance, in the Sacramento area, 39 heirs were 
charged a pro rata share of the fee, as follows: 


Number of heirs Pro rata Total Number of heirs Pro rata Total 
share of fee share of fee 

Sas5d- $0. 02 $0.04 |} 1... $0. 25 $0. 25 
14 42 |) 3... 04 2, 82 
-21 -21 

4.. .23 - 92 Total, 39... 15.00 


The worksheet for this distribution was prepared by three employees in 2 
——— The cost of calculating the distribution was greater than the probate 
ee. 


8 The latest available statstics indicating the heirship land in relation to the total allot- 
ted land is for 1952 when the Interior Department reported there were 14,675,000 acres of 
individual trust land of which about 6,874,000 were in heirship status. ‘The Senate Interior 
and Insular Affairs Committee is preparing a study at the present time that will provide 
more recent figures on the number of acres of land in heirship status. 

* Audit Report to the Congress of the United States; Administration of Indian Lands 
oe Bureau of Indian Affairs, Dept. of the Interior, January 1956. Comptroller 
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In addition to the problem of fractionation of heirship land there 
is a problem in the utilization of such lands. Generally, the signatures 
of all heirs are required before heirship land can be leased. Some 
Indians have left the reservation and moved to other parts of the 
country, others are serving in the Armed Forces. This has brought 
about a problem of communication in obtaining signatures on a lease 
or application for sale. As a result of the impossibility of locating 
some heirs, there is heirship land that is and has been unused for years. 
This, then, is the bare outline of the heirship problem as it exists at this 
time. 


ANALYSIS OF THE RETURNS 


Of the 50,000 questionnaires mailed to heirs by the Committee on 
Interior and Insular Affairs, House of Representatives, there were 
9,001 returns that were complete, were from adults, were identifiable, 
and therefore could be used for this purpose. Sections of the returns 
were tabulated by the Bureau of the Census for the committee, and 
these tabulations and the returns themselves were the subject of this 
analysis. <A statistical analysis was made for each agency, each area 
office, and then for all returns without regard to administrative organ- 
ization. This analysis, then, is for the returns as a whole and is fol- 
lowed by the area and agency analyses. 


GENERAL INFORMATION 


The average age of the heirs answering the question is in the 41 to 
a a — with the averages by area office (see p 25) as 
follows: Anadarko, Billings, Gallup, Muskogee, Phoenix, Portland, 
and Sacramento, 41 to 50; Aberdeen and Minneapolis, 51 and over. 
There are 1,249 heirs in the 21 to 30 year of age category ; 1,774 in the 
31 to 40; 1,970 in the 41 to 50; 3,854 in the 51 and over; and 154 did not 
answer the question. Seven thousand and forty-eight heirs have 
children (see p. 25) with a grand total of 27,566 (a rough average of 
four each). though some of the heirs may be married to each other 
it must be remembered that a child can inherit from both the mother’s 
and father’s estates. These statistics could be used to make a rough 
estimate of the number of children for all 50,000 heirs. Approxi- 
mately 78 percent of the 9,001 heirs have children with an average of 
four each. If this is applied to the 50,000 it could be estimated that 
39,000 have children with a possible total of 156,000. 

When the original questionnaire was drafted it was thought the 
number of children would provide a rough estimate of future heirs. 
However in the returns themselves there were many statements con- 
cerning other family members becoming heirs to the estates, and it 
was therefore decided to pursue this point somewhat further. The 
Office of the Solicitor, Department of the Interior, was contacted and 


asked if the examiners of inheritance could provide more adequate 
information. The information requested was an estimate from each 
examiner of the average number of heirs to a probate within his juris- 
diction. It was understood that no research would be undertaken by 
the Examiners and they would simply provide what was in their 
opinion, the best estimate. The Solicitor was informed that in the 
use of such statistics they would be fully qualified as estimates. With 
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these qualifications in mind the following are the estimates by juris- 
diction : ° 


Probate area: Estimate | Probate area—Continued Estimate 
Billings, district 7 4 
7 Pine Ridge. 514-6 
Carson City. 5 3. 91 
Minneapolis 6 


Using the average of 7 (strictly for purposes of estimated projec- 
tions), and multiplying it by the 50,000 figure, a rough estimate of 
350,000 potential heirs to the present estates could be made. Ofcourse 
it is understood that some of these heirs will inherit from more than 
one estate and that there will be considerable overlapping. However, 
although one heir inherits several interests, increasing fractionation 
of the tract is still present. 

All but 276 of the heirs answered the question concerning whether 
they are heads of households and 5,400 (see p. 25) stated they are. 
Using the percentage (62 percent) of those answering the question 
who are heads of households and applying it to the 50,000 figure again, 
it could be estimated that 31,000 heirs are heads of households. The 
majority of heirs answering are fullbloods (see p. 26) and the dis- 
tribution by Indian blood quantum is as follows: blood, 4,586 ; 
three-quarter bloods, 1,167; halfbloods, 1,579; one-quarter or less In- 
dian blood, 1,175; no Indian blood, 59°; and no answer, 165. By area 
office, it was found that average Indian blood quantum at Anadarko, 
Gallup, Muskogee, and Phoenix is full, while the average for Aber- 
deen, Billings, Minneapolis, Sacramento, and Portland is three- 

uarters. 

7 Of the total 9,001 heirs, the majority (5,119) do not live on reserva- 
tions (see p. 26) (3,707 do and 175 did not answer). By area of- 
fice it was found that Billings and Phoenix are the only areas where 
the majority do live on the reservation. In addition, the majority 
(5,175) of the heirs do not (see p. 26) live on trust or restricted 
land (3,229 do and 597 did not answer the question). By Area Office 
it was found that Gallup and Phoenix are exceptions to this and the 
majority do live on trust or restricted land in those areas. 


WELFARE ASSISTANCE AND INCOME 


Of the heirs answering the question, 1,927 reported receiving some 
form of welfare assistance (see p. 27) during 1958 and 1,122 of 
this group live on reservations. One of the questions that had the 
fewest answers concerned 1958 income (see p. 27). However, it 
must be remembered that there were over 3,000 housewives among the 
heirs sending in completed questionnaires. Median income for all 
heirs answering is in the $1,001 to $2,000 category. By area office, the 
median for Gallup and Phoenix is in the less than $1,000 category; 
Aberdeen, Anadarko, Billings, Minneapolis, Muskogee, and Sacra- 
mento median incomes are in the $1,001 to $2,000 category; and the 
Portland median is in the $3,001 to $4,000 category. Placing all heirs 
answering the question into income categories establishes that 1,792 


5 The full text of the Examiners of Inheritance reports appear on p. 548-551. 
*Some agencies did not include the names of non-Indian heirs in their mailing lists 
submitted to the Committee. 
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are in the 0 to $1,000; 718 in the $1,001 to $2,000; 456 in the $2,001 to 
$3,000; 425 in the $3,001 to $4,000; 896 in the $4,001 and over; and 
4,714 did not answer the question. 
When median income is computed by Indian blood quantum,’ (see 
. 27, 28) full bloods at Aberdeen, Billings, Gallup, Minneapolis, and 
hoenix are in the less-than-$1,000 category, while those at Anadarko, 
Muskogee, and Portland are in the $1,001 to $2,000 category. Sacra- 
mento full bloods have a median income of just about $2,000. For 
those heirs of three-quarter Indian blood, Gallup area is in the less- 
than-$1,000 category; Aberdeen, Minneapolis, and Portland are in 
the $1,001 to $2,000 category; Billings and Sacramento in the $2,001 
to $3,000 category ; Muskogee and Anadarko in the $3,001 to $4,000 
category ; and median income for three-quarter bloods at Phoenix is 
just about $4,000, For those heirs of one-half Indian blood the lowest 
median income was at Minneapolis ($1,001 to $2,000) ; heirs of Aber- 
deen, Muskogee, Phoenix, and Portland are in the $2,001 to $3,000 
category; and Anadarko, Billings, and Sacramento three-quarter 
blood heirs have a median between $3,001 and $4,000. Heirs of one- 
uarter or less Indian blood have a median income at Aberdeen, Gal- 
up, Musk and Sacramento of between $2,001 and $3,000. At 
Anadarko, Billings, Minneapolis, Phoenix, and Portland the one- 
rter or less Indian bl heirs have a median income between 

001 and $4,000. 

By categorizing all heirs according to Indian blood quantum ee 
p. 28) and income it is found that full-blood median income is less 
than $1,000; three-quarter blood is in the $2,001 to $3,000 category ; 
one-half bloods have a median income between $2,001 and $3,000; an 
those of one-quarter or less Indian blood are in the median income 
category of $3,001 to $4,000. There seems to be a pattern (this 
is discernible in the income tables by area also) indicating the lower 
the Indian blood quantum the higher the income. Income for heads 
of households were tabulated separately (see p. 29) to determine if 
there were significant difference between their median income and that 
of all heirs. It was found, however, that both groups have median 
incomes in the $1,001 to $2,000 category. When income is computed 
on the basis of residence on or off reservations it is generally evident 
that those heirs living off reservations have higher incomes. 


INTERESTS IN HEIRSHIP LAND 


In attempting to ascertain how many tracts of land in which the 
heirs held undivided interests numerous difficulties were encountered. 
Many of the heirs simply did not know how many interests they 
owned and, therefore, rom not answer the question. The heirs that 
could answer this question (5,751) reported owning interests in 
19,856 different tracts of heirship land (see p. 29), or an average of 
3.4 such interests, This re will increase as years go by, since a 
child would presumably inherit in the estates of his father, mother, 


and ibly other relatives. If the 3.4 figure were used as an average 
for the 50,000 heirs, an estimate could be made that the 50,000 heirs 
"In tabulating income by Indian blood quantum only those returns could be used where 


the heir answered both the income and Indian blood quantum questions. As a result of 
this some areas had few returns that could be used. 
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have approximately 170,000 interests. Heirs were also asked how 
many of these tracts (the total referred to above) were public domain 
allotments, and 1,284 reported they held 2,984 interests in public 
domain allotments (see p. 30), or an average of 2.3 each. To deter- 
mine how many heirs owned such interests on more than one reserva- 
tion they were asked to state on how many reservations their interests 
were located. It was found that of 5,224 heirs answering the question, 
approximately 73 percent own interests on more than one reservation. 


RESIDENCE ON HEIRSHIP LAND 


Examination of the questionnaires indicates that 1,318 heirs were 
living on heirship land (see p. 30) in which they held an undivided 
interest. Cross-tabulations were run for the p of gaining more 
information concerning this particular group of heirs. Three hun- 
dred and fifty-seven farm or ranch the land, the majority (1,07 2) are 
fullbloods, median age is over 51, 401 received some form of welfare 
assistance during 1958, and 219 owned other lands in fee simple. 


INCOME FROM HEIRSHIP LAND 


Only 5,316 heirs (of 9,001 returns) answered the question concern- 
ing income from heirship land in 1958 (see p. 31), and the median was 
in the $51 to $100 category. It must be kept in mind this figure rep- 
resents the total income from all heirship interests (average 3.4 each 
and, therefore, a median per interest would be considerably lower. Of 
the area offices, Sacramento was the lowest with a median income in the 
0 to $50 category; Aberdeen, Anardako, Billings, Minneapolis, Mus- 
kogee, and Portland were in the $51 to $100 category; and Gallup was 
the highest with a median in the $201 to $500 category. The distribu- 
tion of heirship income by category for all heirs reporting was as fol- 
lows; 0 to $50, 2,170; $51 to $100, 863; $101 to $150, 459 ; $151 to $200, 
409; $201 to $500, 799; $501 to $1,000, 367; $1,001 to $2,000, 141; 
$2.001 and over, 108; and no answer, 3,685. 

Since there are an average of seven heirs in each probate action the 
effect of future probates on these incomes can be readily seen. Assum- 
ing that the income from an estate remains unchanged an income of up 
to $200 will drop for the next heirs to less than $50. Even the higher 
incomes such as $2,000 will, when divided among the heirs, drop to a 
few hundred dollars. At the present time the median is between $51 
and $100 and one generation of probates will bring the median income 
down below $50 and increase the cost of administration to the Federal 
Government. 


PROXIMITY OF AND VISITS TO HEIRSHIP LAND BY THE HEIRS 


_ Answers to the question concerning distance lived from the nearest 
heirship interest had to be categorized for machine tabulation pur- 
poses. It was felt the best categories for this purpose would be 1, 
2,3, and more than 3 day’s drive (a day’s drive equals 300 miles). The 
majority of heirs (5,079) live within 1 day’s drive (see p. 31) of their 
heirship interests; 516 between 301 and 600 miles; 218 between 601 
and 900 miles; 734 live 901 miles and over; and 2,454 did not answer 
the question. 
2 This average applies only to those owning public domain heirship land. 


4 
4 
q 
¥ 

3 
a 
q 
3 
% 
4 


INDIAN HEIRSHIP LAND STUDY 7 


Answers to the question concerning last visit to heirship lands were 
also categorized for machine tabulation. By using a category for 
1959 it was felt those heirs living on and very near the land could be 
segregated for purposes of comparison among other categories. Other 
categories were by 10-year periods (see p. 31) and the distribution 
was as follows: 1959, 2,070; between 1958 and- 1949, 2,513; between 
1948 and 1939, 399; prior to 1939, 220; and no answer, 3,896. 


OPINIONS AND PROPOSALS 


_ When asked if they intended to live on their heirship land in the 
future 2,218 heirs answered affirmatively and of these 2,158 intended 
to ranch or farm the land. These figures are overlapping since obvi- 
ously- some-heirs intend to do both. A question. arises here as to 
whether these heirs intending to use heirship land in the future are 
aware that permission is needed from the other heirs and that this 
‘(according to the heir’s statements in the returns) is very difficult to 
‘obtain. 
OCCUPATIONS - 


. Answers to the question concerning the — of the heirs 
ranged from corporation president. to common laborer. In an effort 
to analyze the occupations in terms of skilled versus unskilled, certain 
adjustments had to be made. First, occupations such as housewife, 
retired, etc., were dro = from both classifications since they are not 
“salaried” workers. Ti en there were some answers such as “operator,” 
“general utilities,” and “engineman” that-were difficult.to.classify and 
they were dropped from both classifications for that reason. Another 
problem concerned those heirs in the Armed Forces, where very few 
stated their rank (some did and they ranged from lieutenant colonel, 
jet pilot, to private) and this group was also dropped. The balance 
‘were roughly divided * into skilled and unskilled as follows: 


SKILLED 

Occupation Number Occupation Number 
Accountant Analytical chemist- 1 
Accounting clerk 1} Animal trainer 2 
Accounting department head 1} Antique dealer 1 
Actor (motion pictures) ......_. Apartment house 1 
Administrative 1| Appliance 2 
Aeronautical engineer........__ 1| Apprentice 2 
Agent, FBI 1| Aquatic biologist 1 
Aircraft construction worker___ 3 | Architectural 1 
Aircraft electrician 1| Art director. 1 
Aircraft hydraulics 1} Artist 8 
Aircraft inspector Arts and crafts dealer....... 1 
Aircraft mechanic 12} Asbestos mechanic 1 
Aircraft 2| Assistant chief of police....._- 1 
Aircraft pilot 1| Attorney 1 
Aluminum manufacturer_.__... 1| Automobile 40 


- 8It was felt that a division of occupations into rough skilled and unskilled categories 
might be helpful in determining the relative acculturation of the heirs: However, such 
a division is of necessity arbitrary and there are other ene involved. For example, 
many of the occupations are not fully described, i.e:, drycleaning shop, woodsman, crab 
shaker, custodian, ete., but stated in general terms that leave room-for various interpre- 
tations in categorizing them, In addition the question arises as to the heirs that did 
not return comaneyes questionnaires and whether they might consist of many more un- 
Skilled than skilled occupations. Consideration was given to omitting the categories for 
these reasons, however itations expressly stated the list 
mthight be helpful, 


t was felt that with these 
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SKILLED—continued 

Occupation Number Occupation Number 
Auto wrecker Electrical 
Baggage master 1} Blectrical inspector__........... 1 
Baker 5 | Electrical planner. 1 
Bank teller 1| Electrician 10 
Barber 13 | Electronic mechanic 1 
Bartender 8 | Blectronic 1 
Beautician 10 | Employment interviewer________ 2 
Beauty shop owner__--~ 1} Engineer 14 
Bee farmer 1} Engineering aid 4 
Beef dresser. Engineering 1 
Blacksmith 2| Entertainer 1 
Boarding house operator________ 2| Equipment analyst 1 
Body and fender 8| Explosives 1 
Boilermaker 5 | Farmer 871 
Boiler plant 1| Field representative (aircraft 
Bookkeeper company) 1 
Boom man 2/| Film finisher 1 
Bricklayer 8 | Fireman 10 
Busdriver 19 | Fish wholesaler 2 
Business 1} Fisherman 11 
Butcher 8| Flight engineer 1 
Buyer 1| Floor layer 1 
Cab dispatcher 1} Foreman 8 
Cabinetmaker 5| Foundry worker. 1 
Cable splicer 1| Furniture store 1 
Cafe owner Garage owner 1 
Candy spinner. 1| Garage work (mechanic) 1 
Carpenter 68 | Gardener 8 
Cartographer. 1) Gas station owner 3 
Carver 1 | Geophysicist 1 
Cement finisher 6| Glass manufacturer__._.._...-_. 1 
Checker, storage 1] Glass tester 1 
Child guidance specialist____..__ 1| Glassworker 1 
Circus performer. 1} Government employee: 
Civil engineer 1 Federal 143 
Clerk__ 89 State 15 
Clerk of court 2| Grocery store owner________-_-- 3 
College instructor 1| Heat treater 4 
Community services director._.. 1| Heating plant 1 
Compressor 1| Heavy equipment operator___.._ 44 
Community 1| Helper, civil 1 
Comptometrist 1| Highway engineer 1 
Concert singer. 1| Highway leadman 1 
Conservation aid 2| Historian 1 
Construction 1] Horse trainer. 1 
Construction 1 | Hotel manager 1 
Construction superintendent____ 3 | House taper (dry wall) 1 
Contractor 8 | IBM key punch 2 
Cook 88 | Indian performer. 1 
Corporation president._._..______ 2 | Inspector 2 
Cosmetician 4 Automobile assembly... 1 
Counselor 1 Steel plant shop 1 
Craftwork 10 | Instructional aid 1 
Dental assistant 8 | Instrument engineer___.....____ 1 
Deputy county treasurer._..____ 1 | Insurance agent_ 6 
Design engineer. ; 1 | Interior decorator 2 
Detective 2 | Interpreter 4 
Diesel mechanic 1 | Ironworker 8 
Dietician 2| Jewel maker 3 
Draftsman 5 | Laboratory technician 1 
Driller 8 | Laborer, skilled 1 
Drycleaner__ Landscaper 8 
Drycleaning plant owner___..... 1| Law clerk 1 
Electrical contractor.........__ 1| Lecturer 1 
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SKILLED—continued 
Occupation Number Occupation 
Lineman Policeman 
Linotype operator Policewoman 
Liquid gas serviceman Postmaster___ “4 
gger Postmistress__._- 
Logging contractor. Powerplant operator__________._ 
Logging truck owner__..._._---- Press operator 
Longshoreman Printer__ 
Lubrication Processor 
Lumber grader Professor (assistant) and artist_. 
Lumber scaler Production 
Lumberjack Production manager_______ _-___ 
Lumber mill Psychiatric technician_____ 
Lumber retailer. Psychologist____ 
Machine operator Public relations man 
Machinist_ Public relations 
Machinist’s helper. Purchasing agent 
Mail contractor. Radio announcer pai 
Maintenance Radio operator_ 
Marine engineer Railroad 
Masseur Railroad engineer. 
Master mariner Railroad foreman_______._....-- 


Measurer (packing 
Mechanical 
Mechanic’s 
Medical 
“Medical technician 

Metalworker. 
Meter repairman 
Millworker 
Mine owner-__ 
‘Miner 
Minister 
Missionary 
Molder 
Metal operator 
Musician 
Newspaper editor. 
Newspaper 


Nurse (practical and registered) as 


Nurse’s aid 

Nursing attendant 
Office manager 
Oilfield worker. 
Oil well cementer 
Oiler. 
Operating engineer 
Orchard owner 
Orderly, surgery 
Painter. 
Parts identifier 
Patrol operator 
PBX operator 
Personnel 
Pharmacist 
Photographer 
Piper coverer 
Pipe cutter 
Pipefitter 
Plant foreman 
Plasterer 
Plumber 
Plywood pressman 


Railroad switchman 
Railway Express 
Rancher 
Ranger___ 
Real estate broker 
Real estate salesman 
Receptionist 

Recreation 
Research chemist 

Researcher 
Resort owner 
Restaurant owner 
Road engineer 


Rubber worker 
Salesman 
Sales manager 
Saleswoman 
Sanitation aid 
Sanitation 
Sawyer 
School principal 
Seaman 
Seamstress 
Secretary 
Self-employed 
Service manager 
Sheet metal 
Sheriff 
Shingle packer 
Shingle weaver 


Shipper 
Shoe cutter 
Shoe repair 
Silversmith 
Social worker 
Spotter 
Statistician, agricultural__.._.__ 
Steel fabricator 
Steelworker 
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SKILLED—continued 
Occupation Number Occupation Number 
Stenographer 19 | Truck owner 1 
Store manager 1|TV repairman 2 
Store owner 2| Typist_ 5 
Superintendent insurance Upholsterer. 38 
agency 1| Veterinarian 1 
Superintendent of schools_____. 2)| Vocational nurse 1 
Supply inspector. 1} Vocational rehabilitation spe- 
Surgeon 1 cialist 1 
Surgical technician________.____ 1| Warehouse foreman 1 
Surveyor 6| Warehouseman 7 
Surveyor’s 1| Watchmaker 1 
Tailor 2| Watermaster 1 
Teacher 65 | Water operator. 1 
Technician 1} Weaver 10 
Telephone company____________ 1| Welder 35 
Telephone operator._......___- 8| Western Union branch operator__ 1 
Therapist_.- 1| Window company 1 
Tool and die maker__.__________ 2| Wire reeler 1 
ffic supervisor. 1| Wire tinner 1 
Trapper 2| Woodsman 16 
Tribal council member... 1| Writer 1 
Tribal employee 18 | X-ray technician 1 
Tribal official 38 
Truckdriver. 71 Total 2, 218 
UNSKILLED 
Occupation Number Occupation Number 
Babysitter 2| Hod carrier 1 
Cabdriver Janitor 12 
Cafeteria worker. 16| Janitress 2 
Cannery worker. 2| Laborer 
Caretaker 1 Common 1, 087 
Cashier. 7 Farm 28 
Charwoman 2| Lumber yard 2 
Collector 1| Maid 28 
Construction 18 | Maintenance 11 
Cottonpicker 1| Medicine man 2 
Crab picker 1| Order filler. 1 
Crab shaker 1} Orderly, + 
Custodian 9| Packer 3 
Delivery man 1| Pest control 1 
Ditch rider 1| Presser. 2 
Dormitory 9} Pulp cutter 
Driver 2| Pumper. 2 
Drycleaning shop (worker) 1 | Railroad worker 19 
Begg candler 2) Ranch hand 16 
Hlevator operator 1| Road construction worker... 1 
Bvergreen worker 2; Sawmill worker 6 
Factory worker 48 | Sheepherder 88 
Fish cutter. 1| Shipping clerk 2 
Freight. checker 1| Timekeeper 1 
Gas station 7| Tire repairman 
Greenkeeper. 1| Waitress. 24 
Grinder 2| Window cleaner. 1 
Guard 1 
4 1, 398 


Guide 


Total 
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UNSALARIED OR UNCLASSIFIABLE 


Occupation Number Occupation Number 
Catholic nun 2| Fish hatchery worker_____.._-._ 1 
Airfield employee 5] General utilities 1 
Armed Forces 77 | Housewife 3, 322 
Assembler 3 | Irrigation 1 
Churechworker. 1| Operator 1 
Cloth cutter’s helper.....-...... 1| Retired 681 
Dairy work 1/| Student 44 
Disabled 55 | Unemployed 136 
Disabled veteran 12 —- 
Engineman 1 Total 4, 
Finance company employee_____ 1 


346 

The above informal classifications provide us with the following totals: 
Skilled trades or professions 2, 218 
Unskilled 1, 393 
Unsalaried or unclassifiable 4, 436 


Total 7, 957 


DISPOSAL OF HEIRSHIP LAND 


Of the 9,001 heirs responding 2,500 had made attempts to sell some 
of their heirship interests (see p. 32) and 1,026 (41 percent) had been 
successful. The rate of success varied by area office as follows (in 
descending order) : Muskogee, 69.8 percent; Minneapolis, 66.6 per- 
cent; Phoenix, 50 percent Bacehignaen: 42.5 percent; Anadarko, 41.1 
percent; Billings, 39.4 percent; Portland, 37.3 percent; Aberdeen, 
34.4 percent ; and Gallup, 27.7 percent. 

Heirs were asked if they themselves wanted to sell or exchange 
any of their heirship interests. In answer to this question, 1,531 
heirs wanted to sell or exchange some, 2,709 said all, 3,809 said none, 
and 952 did not answer. 

One of the questions asked of the heirs concerned whether or not 
they would want their heirship land sold by the Federal Government 
and the money disbursed to them. The question was worded as 
follows: 

(26b) I would like to have the tract(s) of heirship land in which I own an 
interest sold and my share of the money paid to me [check one]: All .-_._- 

Of the 9,001 heirs returning questionnaires, 2,997 did not answer the 

uestion. Of those heirs answering the question (6,024) , the majorit 
23.313) want the Federal Government to sell all the heirship lan 
(See p. 32.) By area office we find that at Aberdeen, Billings, Minne- 
apolis, Portland, and Sacramento, the majority want aJ the heirship 
lands sold. At Anadarko, however, the majority of the heirs want to 
sell ald or some, but those wanting to sell a/7 do not constitute a ma- 
jority. At Gallup, Muskogee, and Phoenix area offices the majority 
of heirs do not want to sell any heirship land. 

While the statistics indicate that a majority of those answering the 
question are in favor of selling aii the heirship land, it must be kept 
in mind that fully a third of the heirs did not answer this question. 
Therefore this is not a majority of the heirs sending in com- 
plete returns. The large number of nonanswers does raise a question 
concerning the reason for this. However, there was nothing in the 
returns to provide an answer. In comparison a quick check divulged 
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that 52 percent of the heirs did not answer the question concern- 
ing 1958 income, 43 percent did not answer the question concerning 
last visit to heirship land, and 41 percent did not answer the question 
concerning income from heirship land. Therefore, the large number 
of nonanswers to the question concerning sale of heirship land does 
not in itself stand out in comparison to other questions. 

Taking all the heirs as a whole and cross-tabulating their answers to 
this question (concerning sale of heirship land) by various categories, 
ie., blood quantum, residence, age, sex, etc., a determination can be 
made as to significant differences of opinion that can be attributed to 
these factors. The cross-tabulations follow: 


All areas 


(26b) “I would like to have the tract(s) of heirship land in which I own an 
interest sold and my share of the money paid to me.” 


* 
4 
g 


Categories Sell Sell None No 
all some answer 
21 to 30 306 98 290 460 
31 to 40. MAE 631 167 397 569 
41 to 50 763 170 401 625 
F 51 and over. “ 1, 497 338 829 1, 166 
Total. 3, 313 777 1, 989 2, 925 
Sex: 
Male 1, 505 384 955 1, 287 
Female 1, 704 389 977 1, 609 
No answer-_. 14 4 7 79 
R Total_ 3, 313 777 1,939 2, 925 
A Have children 
* 2, 622 634 1, 513 2, 240 
¥ No 674 136 414 590 
j No answer. 17 7 12 95 
Total. 3, 313 777 1, 989 2, 925 
i Head of household: 
F Yes... 2, 027 487 1, 208 1, 655 
3 No. Peet 1, 220 272 692 1, 123 
3 No answer. 66 18 39 147 
; Total. 3, 313 777 1, 989 2, 925 
q Degree of Indian blood 
4 1, 539 496 1, 192 1, 586 
q 34. 491 126 214 334 
711 99 285 482 
: or less... 501 51 219 404 
None..... 28 0 17 14 
No answer. 43 5 12 105 
Total... 3, 313 1,989 2, 925 
; Live on reservation 
es. 1, 236 400 886 1, 145 
q No 2, 041 370 1, 035 1, 666 
By No answer. 36 7 18 114 
3 Total. 3, 313 777 1,939 2, 925 
g Live on trust or restricted land: 
: Sea 2, 188 383 983 1, 605 
No answer 197 50 84 260 
Total. 3, 313 777 1, 939 2, 925 
Live on heirship land 
es. 339 144 380 481 
* No. 2, 892 614 1, 521 2, 126 
k No answer...... 82 19 38 318 
Total 3, 313 777 1,939 2, 925 
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Categories “ Sell Sell None No 
all some answer 
Income from heirship land: 
ALES 141 51 120 
Total_. 777 1, 939 2, 925 
Farm or ranch heirship land: 
Total_- be 3, 313 777 1, 939 2, 925 
Own fee lands 
bbl 137 391 426 
ESS 2, 154 560 1, 352 1, 637 
461 80 196 862 


An examination of the cross-tabulation indicates that in most cate- 

ries the majority of heirs are in favor of ness the porape, lands. 
~ only one instance is there a majority opposed to selling the land 
and that is among the heirs who presently ranch or farm their interests. 
However, it is important to note the absence of a majority in other 
categories wanting to sell aid the heirship land. Those categories 
where there is not a clear majority in favor of selling a// the heirship 
are: (1) Fullbloods; (2) heirs living on the reservation; (3) heirs 
living on trust or restricted land; (4) heirs living on heirship land; 
and (5) some categories of heirs with incomes from heirship land in 
excess of $150 per year. 

While the majority of heirs answering indicated a desire to sell all 
the land, (or rather have the land sold for them) when they were asked 
if Bureau of Indian Affairs supervision should be removed from the 
land, they were opposed. The majority of heirs (4,991) answering the 
question, wanted this supervision continued (1,957 wanted it removed 
and 2,053 did not answer). It is possible to draw from the above the 
interpretation that (1) the majority of the heirs do want the heirshi 
land sold; (2) they do not want to handle the sales themselves; an 
(3) they do want the Federal Government to sell the land and dis- 
tribute the proceeds. This, of course, applies only to those heirs 
answering the question. 


HEIR’S SUGGESTIONS CONCERNING SOLUTION OF THE PROBLEM 


One of the questions was an attempt to draw from the heirs them- 
selves any suggestions they had niga 4 gem solutions to the 
ar sig ss The question was carefully worded to make it plain to the 

eir that the committee wanted solutions rather than problems or 
snggophions concerning leasing, etc. To emphasize this, four possible 
solutions were listed. The question follows: 


As you know, there are a great many problems arising from the fact that under 
certain conditions the signatures of all heirs must be obtained before the heirship 
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: land can be leased, partitioned, sold, or the timber cut. Among the suggestions 
‘ that have been made to solve this problem are the following: 
- (a) Legal action allowing heirs owning more than half the tract to have 
it leased, partitioned, sold, or the timber cut. 

(b) Legal action providing that if more than half the heirs want the 
tract leased, partitioned, sold, or the timber cut (regardless of whether they 
own more than half the land, it will be done. 

(c) Legal action providing that one heir could ask the State courts to 
either partition or sell the land. 

(d) Legal action that would place the settlement of all heirship land 
problems under State courts and State law. 

It would be very helpful to the Congress and this committee if you would 
explain to us what you think should be done about the problem. 
4 Space was left following this question for the heirs’ opinions and 
: suggestions on the subject. When the returns came in it was found that 
many heirs simply checked off one of the solutions listed, while others 
wrote in their suggestions as asked. Evidently many of the heirs 
either thought it was a multiple choice question or felt that one of the 
solutions was best. The answers were tabulated separately (although 
realizing the limitations of such a tabulation) and it was found that 
764 heirs preferred (a) ; 1,089 preferred (0) ; 348 preferred (c) ; and 
417 preferred (d). The other a EHS made by heirs included is- 
suance of patents in fee, sale of all the land, let one heir buy out the 
j others, let the tribe buy it, partition it, etc. ‘There was such a variety 
of suggestions that tabulation would not represent any effective group- 
ing of opinions. Representative suggestions are printed within the 
agency reports. 


3 LANDS IN FEE STATUS OWNED BY HEIRS 


One of the questions asked of the heirs was whether they owned 
lands in fee status. Of the 7,392 heirs answering the question, 1,639 
te precunately ae percent) stated they do own other lands i fee. 

ee p. 32.) e question was worded as follows: 


Do you now own land which is not in trust status? [Check one:] Yes... ..-- 


(a) If answer is “Yes,” indicate briefly how this land was acquired. 


Two problems were evident as the returns started coming in. Some 

heirs did not understand the question and answered “Yes” but meant 

heirship land, while others answered “No” although they owned houses 

a and/or lots in the city. In answer to the question some heirs stated 

they did not own other land in fee but they had purchased a house in 

: the city and was this to be included? Other heirs said yes they did 

4 own lands in fee and in mpisining how they acquired such lands made 

i it plain they were in heirship status. In each case the statistics were 
corrected accordingly. 

The percentage of fee landowners (see p. 32) by area office (in 
descending order) were: Sacramento, 32.4 percent; Portland, 30 per- 
cent; Muskogee, 26.3 percent; ae 24.9 percent; Minneapolis, 
24.1 percent ; Anadarko, 21.2 percent; Aberdeen, 19.4 percent; Gallup, 


13.7 percent; and Phoenix, 10.4 percent. In answer to the question 
% concerning acquisition of such lands, 772 heirs had purchased it ; 267 
inherited it; 60 received it by fee patent; 3 received it as a gift; and 
537 did not answer. 


q 

| 

4 
q 


INDIAN HEIRSHIP LAND STUDY 


HEIRS’ PROBLEMS CONCERNING HEIRSHIP LAND 


Although it is known that certain problems concerning heirshi 
land are experienced by all heirs, i.e., difficulty in having leases signed, 
keeping aware of land owned, etc., question 29 was drafted to produce 
for the committee the heirs’ problems as stated by them. The question 
read as follows: 

Do you have any special problems connected with your heirship land which you 
would like to bring to our attention? 

The most often stated problems concerned lack of information about 
their heirship interests, where it was located, how much they owned, 
from whom it had been inherited, if it were leased, etc. Other common 

roblems were the difficulty of obtaining signatures which will permit 
easing or sale (this includes the difficulty in locating heirs and the 
lack of interest of other heirs owning a very small share),’ family 
friction over the land, trespassing, lands being used but the heir 
receives no money, etc. 

One of the heirs (21366) complained that when lease forms were 
sent to him he was given no choice but to sign whether or not he liked 
the terms. Enclosed with the completed questionnaire was a letter 
from the Bureau of Indian A ffairs stating in part— 
since you own such a small interest in this tract, if no reply is received from 
you within the next 2 weeks, it will be necessary that the area field representa- 


tive execute the lease for and on your behalf in order to protect the interests of 
the other owners. 


Another complaint (7236) stated: 


Yes, I am sending you some papers that I received. They do not give the 
amount of money they are paying for lease or how long. 

The form enclosed is entitled “Authority to apm grazing privi- 
leges on allotted lands.” A space is left in the form to Mapsetly rate 
per acre and rate per head for different classes of stock.” In this 
space is typed: 

The rate recommended by the tribal council and approved by the Commis- 
sioner of Indian Affairs. 


Another heir (10010) stated that: 


The reservation land is so useless that the income from this land wouldn’t 
pay the taxes. 

This heir enclosed a form from the Missouri River Basin Investi- 
getions Project concerning land he owned in a “taking” area. The 

RBIP notified the heir that his fractional interest im a tract was 
0.000331, the sum allocated to the tract (for purchase) was $197.87, 
and that his interest (1951 value) was appraised at 0.06 cent and 
that the total offer being made to him was 0.07 cent. 

One heir (11630) complained that an oil company had made a bid 
for an oil and gas lease on certain property but due to the compli- 
cated heirship problem and the resulting difficulty in obtaining all 
the necessary signatures, had withdrawn the bid. Upon being noti- 
fied of this problem by the oil company the heir wrote to the i n 
and asked for a list of the heirs that had to be contacted. oth 
letters (from the oil company and from the Bureau of Indian A ffairs) 


®In some cases heirs a that other heirs holding a small interest demanded 
extra money before they would sign. 
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were sent to the Committee by the heir. The oil company letter stated 
in part: 

* * * because of the large number of heirs and unprobated estates with regard 
to Mrs. lands, [the oil company] received permission from the 
Agency to withdraw their moneys which were bid for the land. Therefore, 
[the oil company] no longer has any interest in this land. 


The letter from the Bureau of Indian Affairs lists the names of 
101 heirs whose signatures are required. However, the Bureau did 
not have the addresses for 21 of the heirs on the list and 6 of the heirs’ 
were deceased and the estates had not been probated. This is an ex- 
ample of how land that could be producing an income is rendered use- 
less by heirship complications. 

Difficulty in selling heirship land was referred to in a letter from 
another heir (7495). This individual had requested that a certain 
tract of heirship land in which he held an interest be sold. The other 
adult heirs had agreed to this, but then he received a letter from the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs explaining a ern they had encountered. 
Two of the heirs were minors from the Navajo Reservation, while the 
heir referred to was from Rosebud Reservation. The Navajo court 
appointed guardians but the State of South Dakota did not recognize 
them because they had been appointed by an out-of-State court. The 
minor’s share of the estate was so small that the cost of guardianship 
(guardians appointed by the State of South Dakota) might exceed the 
value of their interest. The letter goes on to say— 


we feel it advisable to resolve the question of who would pay for the guardian- 
ship proceedings before continuing the proposed sale. 


The following extracts are some of the many problems mentioned by 
the heirs and were chosen to indicate the variety encountered. Within 
each agency report there are extracts concerning problems stated by 
heirs of that jurisdiction. 

480 I would find it interesting if I would be notified where my heirship 
land is, and how I came heir to it. I just get a letter to sign or all of a 
sudden a small amount of money. Perhaps I would be interested in 
buying a large share of all the heirs share of the land I own a small part 
of it, if I knew anything about it. 

1066 Relations. using the land never have to pay for leasing it. What 
little money I do get and what I don’t—surely don’t help me any. I 
pay the same taxes the white people pay, I would never move back to the 
reservation, so why should I want to own land on the reservation? I 
think I have invested my money wisely. Why can’t I do the same with 
my share of the heirship land? 

1661 I know many people like myself who own shares in many pieces of 
land. This land is nearly impossible to do anything with, such as sale 
or lease because of the amount of heirs involved. For instance I have 
one-eighteenth share of one-quarter section of land that we have tried to 
sell several times but could not get all interested parties. This will 
never do me any good except for a few dollars lease money per year. 
I feel that if all such tracts were collected and reparceled in collective 
groups, for instance my four tracts in one. I would have a chance for 
a fair income or enough to live on myself. If something isn’t done 
soon more tracts will be divided by heirship until it is impossible to 
solve. To illustrate take the one-eighteenth share I have and divide it 
among my heirs (5) and see what you have. Then think of the mess 
just one more generation or division will produce. 
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If you will note that I have received the amount of rental (72 cents) 
due to me which cost the Government more and still more to cash the 
check. Therefore, I think when too many heirs it should be sold back 
to the tribe if same has the money. One other problem, I think 
the superintendent or any Government official should not interfere with 
sale, leases, etc., as such “supervised sale.” When the superintendent 
has power of attorney on such, we wait from 6 months to 2 years before 
anything is done. We can’t do this or that until superintendent says so, 
which is not right to the individual. He can advise but to stop or delay 
us in our business is foolishness, As a whole I believe my tribe does 
not approve or want the superintendent as a power of attorney. 

I would like to lease my own the land the farmers pay $7 to $10 an 
acre rental, Why is it the leases are so cheap, 20 cents an acre ask I 
know from practical experience. Why so the Indian land be cheap and 
white renters getting rich by using Indian for nothing. The years lease 
only $82 while they graze from 100 to 400 head of cattle a year, for 1 
steer over $238.50. They get rich while the Indian have to suffer the 
loss I myself prefer the restrictions be lifted so we may profit more by 
leasing our own lands. 

I think these lands should be sold and the proceeds distributed to the 
heirs. Many of. us are getting up in years and may never live to 
realize any benefits from said lands. In my case I do not expect to 
make my home.on the reservation anymore. I remember these heirship 
lands I have interest in ever since I was a little boy, over 50 years ago, 
it seems the settlement of these lands were dragging along year after 
year even at that time. To tell the truth I have never entertained any 
thoughts of ever realizing anything from them. 

One tract of land allotted to a brother at his death was acquired by 
his (white) father and (Indian) mother. Upon her death the (white) 
father was the heir. After his death the State court will not handle 
the probate because the land was in trust and the Government refused 
to probate it because a white man owned it. We cannot find the court 
that can handle this.” 

I wanted to move on some of my heirship land but was not allowed 
to because one of the heirs leased it without me knowing anything about 
it. 

As I have mentioned later Tribal Council that handles the money are 
not very honest and should be checked on. We will feel more safe about 
our leases if we could handle the deal ourself. Example? 640 acres 
supposed to get 75 cents an acre but only received 50 cents an acre. 
Approximate money suppose to get is $480.00 but only received $303.00. 
They are cheating us by the way of law that is “Power of Attorney.” 

Not enough working hours are done by the land employees, only 16 
hours devoted to Indians and their problems, the office is closed the rest 
of the week, supposedly to attend to work but what about these Govern- 
ment officials who make a habit of running errands and business trips 
during these Mon. and Tues. Indian days causing dissension and all sorts 
of human misery. 

I certainly do. I have no interest in any land with other heirs. I do 
have an allotment which was allotted to me at birth. Every so many 
years the Indian Bureau at Pine Ridge decides to handle the rental them- 
selves and I then receive no lease payment or very little. Last year 
(after about ten years of my handling the lease myself) my allotment 
was placed in a unit after I specifically asked that it not be. It was 
leased for $80 per year (I have not received it) and I could have leased 
it for $120 could I have handled it myself. 

We (heirs) have been trying to get an approval for an heirship land 
sale. But it has been rejected every time (2) after we have paid the 
required fee. Under the present system, it gives one an impression the 
Tribe has a racket of collecting fees. Our heirship lands are located on 
the Reservation in We would like to have this matter 
cleared up as my Sister, Brother, and Aunt are in helpless situation 
trying to live on the reservation. 
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The office leases my heirship land to people I don’t want to have it 
even if I won’t sign the lease and I want another person to have it. I 
own the largest share, and think I should have something to say about 
who leases the land. 

Yes, we have 160 acres of heirship land. Seven of us heirs. My 
youngest sister and I live nearby. But the other five are somewhere in 
California and I never heard from them since 1941. My mother’s cousin 
wants to buy the land, she is now or was living on it, but we can’t get 
the signature of the other five * * *, 

I would like to be able to sell my land, I could have sold it to a non- 
Indian and had my money but the tribe met the bid and from then on 
were vague about payments * * * 

Where is our land located? How much land do we have? How 
many heirs are there to this? We had an offer about seven years ago 
to sell and I have written to Rosebud asking all these questions but did 
not receive an answer. Another thing that is ridiculous is, that we get 
these checks a couple times a year and they are in such small amounts 
it’s embarrassing to cash, for instance, the last check we got was for 4 
cents. It cost five cents to cash, and not only that I am intelligent 
enough to know that it cost the Government much more than the 40 
cents which was sent to the family all together, to send these 
checks out. I know I don’t have to go into detail * * *, 

Yes, I have, definitely. Although this particular case is now settled, 
I fell heir to estate on the Crow Creek Indian Reservation 
and was requested to sign a “consent to sale.” I signed and my share 
was 31/777600 and 31/129600 and 31/388800. I have received three big 
checks now—one for 4 cents, another for 2 cents, and the last one was 2 
cents and ten cents worth of postage stamps spent plus administration. 

I only get $6.58 a year from inherited lands. I can’t speak for others 
who may have a lot of lease land’s income. I don’t know where it is 
and no one else seems to know. I never sign a lease. 

Our heirship on the Sisseton Reservation is being rented to White 
farmers. In turn these farmers have put our heirship land into the 
Soil Bank Program. Now the farmer collects money from this pro- 
gram of Soil Bank. For example this farmer might collect $500.00. 
The farmer keeps $400.00 and give the landowner $100. I think this is 
unfair to the Indian people. The farmers also harvest a June grass 
crop of which the Indians see nothing. 

This 160 acres of heirship land was my daughter’s who was killed 
June 8, 1951 and the examiner of inheritance divide it 80 acres to me, 
80 to her father, he left in November 22, 1922. Have not heard from 
him since and that’s 37 years this November 22, 1959 * * *, 

We have had trouble with our land in Montana which is about 300 
miles from our reservation. We were leasing it for grazing purposes 
for many years thru the Fort Peck Agency until my brother scraped 
up enough money and courage to make the trip up there to see what 
kind of land we had there. We found it was being used for crops 
instead so he made a new contract and we have been getting more 
from it, although it takes about a year before we get the money after 
the lessor deposits it with the Indian Bureau. * * * 

* * * T wouldn’t want any heirship land anymore because it makes 
a lot of fighting with brothers and sisters. 

Yes, my problem is how can I make some heirs pay rent on allot- 
ments where they have made their home permanently free, for in- 
stance, there is one heir who lived on one allotment for more than ten 
years without paying rent or improving the land, all buildings were 
moved, sold, or tore down by him and still he keeps staying on the 
land, the Tribal agency is well aware of this but they never seem to do 
anything about it, what can be done. And on another they have been 
cutting timber and selling without reporting same. * * * 

* * * When real estate or buyers know its Indian land they all boy- 
cott the land and only one usually bids on property for as low as he 
can get. * * * We have put our property in Wisconsin or heirship land 
up for sale and we had only one bid and he bid as low as he could get. 
We had it up for sale 3 times so far. 
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A matter of land sold about 15 years ago. Wheat dealer who has 
built an elevator has not paid for the land. The Indian Office has not 
done anything about it. My part I could use the money now and by 
right I have that coming, either by lease of sale * * *. 

Yes, to me becoming ax heir to this land has caused me more trouble 
than if I had none at all. 

Yes, I have an older brother living on this land for the past 10 years, 
he overpastures this land, and has not paid no rent and refuses to do 
so. Also will not move. The Indian Dept. says we cannot move him or 
make him pay rent unless all 13 heirs agree, the majority of heirs want 
to sell this 100 acres of land, for none of the others make their home near 
here and it will not rent for enough for upkeep. 

There are four heirs to our heirship land, and I don’t think our oldest 
sister who is not a restricted Indian should force us to sell our land if 
three of us want to keep the land. 

I have an undivided int. 51030/10886400 in * * * 10 acres. There are 
quite a few heirs and I think it would be advisable to sell. I spoke to 
someone at the Pawnee Agency about it who informed me that there were 
too many heirs to contact in order to sell. As the years go on more heirs 
are added. I assure you my share of land is so small you probably could 
cover it with a postage stamp. 

Yes, I get money some time I know it’s from some place I have inter- 
est but do not know where. 

Three small tracts are being used by the neighboring ranchers who 
do not pay lease fees nor tresspass fees, because they know they are 
heired land and no one takes care of them. 

To my knowledge two of the heirs have been missing more than thirty 
years. Lack of their signatures has precluded any action to date * * * 

Who signs the lease for the rent and use of my land? 

What are you going to do about Kickapoo Tribe in Old Mexico? * * * 
There is 21 heirs, it took me almost three years for the Indians in Mexico 
to sign * * * 

When there are a large number of heirs there are a few who refuse 
to sign leases and other papers without large bonus payments. * * * 

Yes, the property benefits none of the heirs as it is now. The corre- 
spondence, notary, etc., costs more than any income derived from the 
property. 

I have no land that I know of, if I do please let me know. 

I have tried for 6 years to buy the 400 acres * * * Each time the 
Indian Office Employees were helpful and helped all they were allowed 
to. The heir that won’t sign wants money on the side because her 
share is small, and I don’t approve of this deal. 

I was going to dispose of my share of 160 acres * * * All the heirs 
signed, but it has been six years and the deal has not gone through 
Crow Agency. 

Yes, how did I acquire the above land? of which nets me an income of 
$1.40 or $1.80 per year * * * Who on earth could make a living on 
3,500/11,975,040 percent of 80 acres of Indian land? I would like to 
sell my cup of Indian soil. 

* * * My WATER CHARGE on one tract was $9.00 and my lease 
money was $4.60. 

The oil company builds roads and destroys our farmland. Without 
getting permission from the heirs. 
oe don’t know what this is all about. I never did own a land in my 

e. 

I am getting old and I am completely dependent on my one living 
child, I feel that I am a burden to my child. The land is no use 
to me if I could sell it or lease it, it could help me be independent 
for the rest of my life 

The heirship land I own has timber on it, located on the Umatilla 
Reservation. It is impossible for me to handle, lease, sale, or any neces- 
sary business concerning same and when I do write the agency, I never 
get answer. So I imagine it happens to all of the reservation residents. 
We have no way of doing business but writing and the agencies never 
answer. 
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45217 My claim is cruised at value of $50,000.00, after logging 
about 3 vears, I received $2,000.00 about. 
44168 timber being sold to logging co. by the Indian Bureau for prac- 


tically nothing, timber on outside land selling for $70.00 per M, on 

Indian land for $18.50, to me something is crooked. 

45757 Yes; I asked the Indian Office at , to give me a list of all tracts 
in which I have an interest. The clerk said, “whew, what a job”—and 
I never did get a list. The past 2 years I have received little checks as 
small as $1.47 and $0.85 and I never know what the money came from. 
Also on my blue money report sheet, which is mailed out from Everett 
Indian Office some of these checks show up where they came from, etc., 
but some of the larger checks I never did get—how do they get lost? 
And what can I do about it? 

47188 I would like to sell my heirship land which is very small because when 
I die my son cannot inherit any of my land in Yakima. 

47436 I sure do. Our tribal council put thru an inheritance act in 1946 that 

; makes it impossible for any Indian to inherit property unless they are 
one-fourth Yakima Indian or more. My wife is white and T am three- 
eighths Indian. I have two daughters born before 1946 who are enrolled 
in the tribe and one daughter born after 1946 who can’t be enrolled. 
Yet they are all the same degree of Indian blood, three-sixteenths. 
None can inherit a thing. I have valuable farmland, yet if I died 
tomorrow my family wouldn’t get a thing. Therefore I want to be 
allowed to sell all of my property so that my family will realize 
something at least. 

48784 Gentlemen, I am sorry I don’t know what land you're talking about. 

49096 We are never allowed to stop bid at land sales when the price is not 
IR We are never allowed to quote minimum bid on trust 
lan 

49857 Only that the lands cannot be utilized or sold because all of the heirs 

cannot arrive at any agreement. The allottee died in 1903 and the land 

has not been used since then. 


PROBLEMS WHICH MAY ARISE IN DRAFTING LEGISLATION CONCERNING 
HEIRSHIP LAND 


An examination of the opinions and desires of the heirs as expressed 
in the returns clearly indicates the difficulty in taking action that 
would be approved by the heirs as a group. For example, some heirs 
suggest that the Bureau of Indian Affairs should sign leases for heirs 
who refuse to do so. Others maintain that heirship land should not 
be leased unless all heirs sign. Some heirs ask that a simple major- 
ity be allowed to determine that their land should be sold; others 
state this would be trampling on the rights of the minority. One 

up of heirs want the land sold only to the tribe; another asserts 
the tribe will not pay enough and, therefore, the land should be sold 
to the highest bidder. 

The development of this ea over the years has brought about 
a situation where a group of Indians are tied together by common in- 
terests in a tract of land, although otherwise they may have few com- 
mon interests. Some are very well educated ; others have no education. 
Some have excellent positions and earn good salaries; others are on 
welfare. Some speak excellent English; others speak only Indian lan- 
guages. Some live thousands of miles away from their lands and have 
never seen it (in some cases heirs stated they had never been on their 
reservation), while yet others live on the land and produce food for 
subsistence. It is entirely possible that in some cases heirs to the same 
tract may represent the extremes of assimilation. Among the heirs 
there are persons with occupations ranging from corporation president 
and college professor, to sheepherder and medicine man. The heirs 
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include Indians, non-Indians, and citizens of other countries. Heir- 
ship land has various meanings to the heirs. They range from Indian 
heritage to Indian home, from investment to subsistence, from valu- 
able Indian land to something of little or no interest. 

In some returns the heirs have requested the land be sold but that 
mineral rights be retained by them. If this were done (and the titles 
held in trust) an equally difficult heirship minerals problem would 
doubtlessly arise. 

Another problem area concerns those heirs who have not been heard 
from for many years. A case in point (10354) concerns the com- 
plaint of an heir that at probate a share in the estate was set aside for 
another heir who had not been heard from for 37 years and was not 
an Indian. 

Should consideration be given to allow a certain percentage of heirs 
to approve lease or sale of the land, the same problem (of locating 
heirs) might arise to a lesser degree. For example, heirs have stated 
in the returns that in some cases the majority of heirs cannot be 
located, they moved to other parts of the country and have not been 
heard from for years. In the event that legislation is considered to 
authorize the sale of heirship holdings at the request of the heirs, 
special problems may be found concerning the disposition of interests 
held by heirs who are non-Indians. As stated in a letter to Hon. 
Wayne N. Aspinall, chairman, Interior and Insular Affairs Commit- 
tee, from Roger Ernst, Assistant Secretary of the Interior concerning 
H.R. 1150, 86th Congress, relative to the heirship land problem in the 
— of Minnesota (see H. Rept. 1656) the rac React statement was 
made: 

1. The bill authorizes the Secretary to sell “the land.” It is not clear whether 
this means the entire interest in the land (including undivided interests that ' 
are owned by non-Indians), or whether it means only a sale of Indian interests. 
Inasmuch as it is doubtful whether the Secretary could be given jurisdiction to 
sell non-Indian interests in land without following a notice and hearing pro- 
cedure that meets the due process of law requirements of the fifth amendment, 
we assume that the bill should be limited to a sale of the Indian interests. 

Consideration will have to be given to those heirs living on heirship 
land in which they hold an interest (approximately 15 percent of the 
total). The cross-tabulation (see P. 12) indicates that about 25 percent 
of this group ranch or farm the land, that about 80 percent are full 
bloods, about 30 percent received welfare assistance in 1958, and that 
their average age is over 51. Ifthe land is sold these heirs would prob- 
ably have a difficult adjustment to make in moving their homes and 
finding another place to live. Some heirs complained, however, that 
as long as they were forced to hold onto their small heirship interests 
they could not qualify for needed welfare assistance. 

As evidenced by many of the returns, if the Federal Government 
were to process applications for sale there would be thousands of 
minimal disbursements, some for less than $1. The cost of 
preparing and sending the checks would in many cases exceed the 
amount to be disbursed. In addition, there would be thousands of 
heirs that could not be located in order to pay them their share. If 
heirship land were sold a decision would have to be made concerning 
method of payment to the heirs. At the present time some heirs com- 
plain they receive their money in such small amounts that they cannot 
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make wise investments or purchases. On the other hand some heirs 
expressed the feeling that if heirship land were sold some heirs would 
squander the money quickly and become destitute. 

These are some of the problems brought out by the heirs in their 
Pisin that might be considered should legislation on the subject be 

orthcoming. 

The following analyses are organized by area office and agency. This 
has served to present a picture of the heirship problem by adminis- 
trative levels and particular jurisdiction which point out the problems 
at these places. 
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TasLe I.—Age group of heirs 


[By area office] 
Agency 21-30 31-40 41-50 51 and over} No answer } Total heirs 
A 356 595 11,125 33 2, 610 
Anadarko. 183 Fre 1310 549. 15 1,326 
Billings. 123 1205 335 18 868 
Gallup 105 130 1122 224 15 596 
Minneapolis. ................. 93 135 170 1416 10 824 
eee 76 1112 163 7 478 
94 117 1128 278 18 635 
Portland. 168 1225 543 25 1,193 
Sacr 51 88 | 1103 221 8 471 
| 1, 249 1,774 11,970 3, 854 154 9,001 
1 Median age. 
TaBLeE II.—Heirs who have children and the total number 
[By area office] 
Number Number 
Area office of heirs | Number of Area office of heirs | Number of 
who have dren who have | children 
dren dren 
Aberdeen. 2, 052 8, 157 || Phoeni 470 1, 708 
1,061 8,999 || 926 3, 365 
699 2,711 317 1,080 
Minneapolis..... 635 2, 616 7,048 27, 566 
385 1,350 
TaBLe III.—Heads of households 
[By area office] 
Area office Head of | Not head ot | Noanswer | Total heirs 
id household 
1, 585 959 66 2, 610 
799 491 36 1, 826 
523 314 31 868 
Pp 413 168 16 596 
Minneapolis... 459 338 27 824 
Muskogee... .... 193 18 478 
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Taste Degree of Indian blood 


[By area office) 
Area office Full- None No 
blood 7 answer 

Aberdeen... 283 1406 | «B70 18 

1 827 168 178 10 

Billings. 373 2 

up... 1 576 4 4 “3 

Minneapolis............. outbie 246 1162 213 12 

uskogee 1272 55 73 1 

Phoenix 1 566 15 31 2 

Portland 559 1163 212 7 

Sacramento. ........-.-...-...- 204 183 113 4 

Total 1 4, 856 1, 167 1,579 59 

4 Median, 
TasLe V,— Residence of heirs 
[By area office] 
Area office Living on No answer 
on on 
A 1,154 415 41 
Anadarko 316 980 30 
B 1 488 363 17 
Gallup 281 303 12 
Minneapolis 267 535 22 
Muskogee. 23 443 12 
Phoenix 1476 47 12 
Portland 585 1 587 21 
Sacramento. 117 1346 8 
Total. 3, 707 15,119 175 
1 Majority of those answering. 
Tas.Le VI.—Heirs living on trust or restricted land 
[By area office] 
Live on Do not live 
Area office trust or No 
restricted answer 
land 

Aberdeen - . 852 11, 581 177 
Anadarko 428 851 47 
Billings. 325 1492 51 
Gallup 1359 200 37 
M 198 1 547 79 
Muskogee 132 1324 22 
Phoenix 1371 209 55 
Portland 441 1 669 83 
Sacramento 123 4302 46 
Total. 3, 229 156,175 597 


Total 
heirs 
2,610" 
1,326 
868 
596 
B24 
478 
635 
1,193 
471 
9,001 
otal heirs 
2, 610 
1,326 
868 
596 
824 
478 
635 
1,193 
471 
9,001 
Total 
heirs 
2, 610 
1,326 
868 
586 
824 
478 
635 
1,193 
471 
| 9.001 
Majority of those answering. 
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TaBLE VII.—RHeirs receiving welfare assistance (1958) 


[By area office} 
Total heirs 
who received| Living on Living off 
Area office welfare reservation | reservation | No answer 

assistance 
Aberdeen. . 692 1441 251 0 
Anadarko 177 1116 3 
Billings. 227 186 38 3 
Gallup...- 103 50 2 
Minnea 229 1114 lll 4 
Muskogee 67 12 155 0 
Phoenix 123 102 21 6 
Portland 215 1127 85 3 
Sacramento... ...- 94 31 162 1 
Total... 1,927 11,122 789 16 

1 Majority of those answering. 
TaBLE VIII.—i958 income reported by heirs 
[By area office] 
Area office 0- $1,001 - | $2,001— | $3,00L— | $4,001 No Total 
$1,000 | $2,000 | $3,000 | $4,000 | andover| answer | hi 
580 1203 132 100 198 1, 397 2, 610 
238 189 55 67 187 690 1,326 
170 1 67 60 36 131 404 868 
1238 41 23 30 21 243 596 
Minneapolis. .................. 119 165 37 35 73 495 824 
61 140 22 22 50 283 478 
iia dddwasiacondagmess 1127 39 16 25 26 402 635 
198 142 182 167 510 1,193 
61 132 17 23 43 290 
1, 792 1718 456 425 896 4,714 9,001 
1 Median. 
TaBLE IX.—Income by degree of Indian blood ! ( fullblood) 
[By area office} 
Area office 0 to $1,001 to br -t to $3,001 to | $4,001 and Total 
$1,000 $2,000 000 $4,000 over 

Aberdeen 9341 92 37 32 44 546 
Anadarko 189 255 31 34 77 386 
Billings 2105 31 17 6 13 172 
up.... 2229 40 21 29 19 338 
Minneapolis. 241 10 8 6 2 67 
222 ll 7 16 96 
Phoenix... 2122 37 14 19 17 209 
Portland 134 273 27 30 35 299 
x 233 14 4 7 8 66 


1 These statistics include only those heirs answering both the income and Indian blood quantum 3 a 
questions. 
Median. 
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Taste X.—Income by degree of Indian blood (% blood) 


(By area office] 
Area office $1,001 to | $2,001to | $3,001to | $4,00iand| Total 
$1,000 $2,000 $3,000 $4,000 over 
A 73 138 26 22 31 190 
Anadarko 16 8 8 112 32 75 
19 10 19 4 18 60 
4 1 15 2 28 
Sacramento....-....-...-.--.- y 6 16 7 7 35 
170 96 185 72 132 555 
1 Median. 
TaBLeE XI.—Income by degree of Indian blood (3 blood) 
[By area office) 
Area office 0 to $1,001 to | $2,001 to | $3,001to | $4,00iand| Total 
$1,000 $2,000 $3,000 $4,000 over 
Aberdeen 106 41 143 29 76 205 
‘Anadarko 22 15 9 19 42 97 
Billings.._. 24 ll 17 43 106 
llup.. 2 1 1 4 
inneapolis. 28 128 10 10 23 99 
Muskogee . 9 5 16 3 14 37 
hoenix._ 3 2 11 2 3 ll 
26 26 120 16 49 137 
9 1 19 19 46 
Total 229 136 1107 90 270 832 
1 Median. 
Taste XII.—Income by degree of Indian blood (4 or less) 
(By area office] 
Area office 0 to $1,001 to | $2,001 to | $3,001to | $4,00land| Total 
$1,000 $2,000 ,000 $4, over 
Aberdeen. 42 28 127 19 40 156 
Anadarko 10 il 6 112 36 75 
Billings 2 15 15 117 54 121 
Gallup... 0 0 12 0 0 2 
Minneapolis. ...-.--------...- 17 14 9 112 31 8 
Muskog: 8 6 13 7 8 
0 0 0 12 1 3 
21 24 21 121 57 144 
Sacramento................... 10 3 16 5 8 32 
Total 101 89 196 235 648, 
1 Median. . 
TaBLe XIII.—Income by degree of Indian blood 
i (For all area offices} 
Blood quantum 0 to $1,001 to $2,001 to $3,001 to | $4,001 and Total 
$1,000 $2,000 $3,000 $4,000 over 
Full 11,234 374 170 170 231 2,179 
blood. 170 96 185 72 132 555 
blood _ . 229 136 1107 90 270 832 
blood _ - 128 101 foie) 195 235 648 
1,761 1707 351 427 868 4, 214 


1 Median. 
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TaBLE XIV.—1958 income for heads of households 


{By area office} 
Area office Oto | $1,001 to | $2,001 to | $3,001 to | $4,000 eas 
$1,000 $2,000 $4,000 | andover| answer | house- 
= 376 1143 4 78 154 740 1, 585 
ALS 144 56 1 49 127 359 777 
Billings. . 108 39 140 27 107 202 523, 
Gallup... 1 163 31 16 21 18 164 413. 
M 74 143 24 58 238 459 
Muskogee 42 24 117 13 39 3 267 
d 
Sacramento. 40 127 7 19 30 146 269 
1, 168 1 400 317 309 680 2,410 6, 378 
1 Median income. 
Taste XV.— Interests in heirship land 
[By area office) 
office ‘otal Number Interests | Reservations Publi 
wo 
A 2, 
1,326 680 = 937 
Anadarko... os 
Billings 868 os 852 
87 276 
Gallup 506 
166 447 
Minneapolis. 824 472 
1 134 
225 687 
Musk aid 478 ay 93 
65 180 
638 oie 
F 142 
1, 
= 79 186 
Tetal 9,001 19, 856 7,125 2,984 
Taste XVI.—Number of tracts in which the heirs hold an interest 
[By area office) 
Heirs Number Average 
Area Office of tracts number 
of tracts 
1,017 6, 212 3.8 
1, 004 3, 386 3.3 
608 2, 244 3.6 
430 1,123 2.6 
844 2, 935 3.4 
5, 751 19, 856 3.4 
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XVII.—Number of which heirs have interests in tracts 


{By area office] 
Area office Heirsan- | Numberof!| Average 
Swering 
Aberdeen........ 1,673 422 1.4 
699 937 1.3 
Billings........... 675 852 1.2 
Gallup 216 281 1.3 
Minneapolis. 366 472 1.2 
Muskogee - 49 93 1,9 
488 559 11 
Portland 890 1,313 14 
Sacr t > 168 196 1,1 
Total 5, 224 7,125 1.3 


! ‘This is simply a total of the number stated and does not relate to the number of reservations in this 


TaBLE XVIII.—-Interests in public domain allotments held by heirs 


[By area office) 
Interests in |. . 
Area office .}. Potal heirs | Heirs an- blic Median 
swering omain interests 
allotments 
Aberdeen... 2, 610 331 771 2.3 
Anadarko 3 1, 326 224 476 2.1 
Billings. 868 87 306 3.5 
Muskogee 478 65 180 2.7 
Phoenix 3 81 142 1.7 
d_ 1, 193 179 422 2.3 
to. 471 79 136 17 
Total- 9, 001 1, 284 2, 984 2.3 
Taste XIX.—dHeirs residing on heirship land 
[By area office] 
Live on Received 
Area office heirship | Ranch or | Fullbloods| welfare | Age category !| Own fee 
land farm it assistance, land 
1958 
66 199 142 | 51 and over... 55 
37 139 45 do 15 
Muskogee. 19 59 21 About 50 15 
a4 118 28 | 51 and over... 9 
Portland 210 51 145 44 
Sacra ti 69 18 45 20 do. 20 


e 
1 Median for each area. 
2 Actually fell between the 41 to 50 and 51 and over categories. , 
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TasLE XX.—lIncome from heirship land 
-[By area office] 
$51 to | $101 to | $151 to | $201 to | $501 fo | $1,001 | $2,001 | “No } ‘Total 
Area office [Oto $50| $100 | $150 | $200 | $500 | $1,000] to and |answer| heirs 
$2,000 | over 
o42| 1356]. 149| 223 7 “4 13} 670] 2,610 
1} 11 104 | 81 186 | 17 15] 1,326 
i 87 42 87 2 12 8 270 888 
70 38 ll 23 | 168 53 34 15 2794, 596 
69 114 13 10 24 6. 
131 12 15 26 8 7 478 
130 68 141 35 77 38 741.....10 229. | 
192 “| . 42 100 70 40 193 
148 2 5 6 8 6 3 ot 386.4. fe 471 
Total. ....... 2,170;| 1863] 400] 790] 367) 108 3, 685 9,001 
Median. 
TasLe X XI.—Last visit to heirship land 
Between 

Area office 19591 7 one = and 1939 No answer | Total heirs 
Aberdeen 457 2 847 117 92 1,095 2,610 
‘Anadarko 387 2 429 49 33 428 1, 326 
215 2 255 36 16 346 868 
2 2 257 ll 13 204 596 

inneapolis 89 2179 25 27 504 824 
2102 91 7 3 275 478 
Phoenix_- 131 2179 17 6 302 597 
Portlan 321 2 338 31 17 486 1, 193 

2111 84 7 13 256 471 
Total 2, 070 22, 513 300 220 3, 896 9,001 
1 1st 6*months, 
2 Median. 
TaBLE XXII.— Distance heirs live from their heirship interests 
Area office 0 to 300 | 301 to 600 | 601 to 900 | 901 miles | No answer | Total heirs 
miles miles miles and over 

11,413 246 70 293 588 2, 610 
1 801 79 42 151 253 1, 326 
Billings... ie 1 464 44 42 114 204 868 
Gallup....- 1390 4 1 4 197 596 
Minneapolis....-..--.-------- 1 356 53 16 87 342 824 
Muskogee...... 1188 2 5 30 253 478 
1431 23 8 12 161 635 
1799 47 26 65 256 1, 193 
1 237 18 8 8 200 471 
Total 15,079 516 218 734 2, 454 9,001 

1 Median, 
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TaBiy XXIII.—Heirs’ attempis to sell their land 


Heirs who 
have at- 
to 
some 
interest 


S| 


|! 


1, 


Taste XXIV.—dHeirs’ opinions concerning the sale of heirship land 


Sell some No answer 


| 


TaBLE XXV.—Heirs owning land in fee status 


Number 


| 


‘x 


Those who | Percen 
Area office were suc- 
cessful 
— 
[By area office] 
; (Area office Sell all Total heirs 
Muskogee 1417 824 
SS 89 1 478 
TS 97 1215 635 
1 460 244 1, 198 
f 1 183 : 97 471 
13,318 1, 954 9, 001 
‘Number of Approximate 
Area office heirs answer- Po percentage 
ing the ques- 
tion 
1, 
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TaBLE XXVI.—Heirs owning land in fee and method of acquisition! 
area office} 


Fee patent 


SERRE. sz 


1 These statistics concern only those 
are the only heirs owning lands in fee, 
statistics indicating total number answ: 
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Feil & 


Heirs own- 
Area office in| Purchase | Gift | Noanswer 
423 20 217 
Anadarko... 247 2 115 
183 18 83 
71 0 2 
Minneapolis. ........--------- 151 3 95 
45 2 10 
Portland. 306 8 155 
120, 4 46 
1, 639 60 772 2 
they owned land in fee. It does not mean t a 
did not answer the question. See table X 2 ae 
luestion as compared to those owning lands in fee aes 
| 
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AGE GROUPS OF HEIRS” 


(Percentage by Category) 
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IL. 


DEGREE OF INDIAN BLOOD* 


(Percentage by Blood Quantum) 


Cuarr III 


One-Fourth 


% 165 heirs did not answer the question and 59 had no 
Indian blood, therefore the above reflects blood quantum 
of thé 8,777 with Indian blood who answered. 


SE 
/ 


39 


III 


9ze‘e 
* puo’] pajoiajsay 
40 UO BAI) JON 09 


* * pajoiajsay 
40 UO 


IND 
TAN HEIRSHIP LAND STUDY 
3? = 
al x 
© 
Wate 
| 
s 
=o > 


40. INDIAN HEIRSHIP LAND STUDY 


CHart IV 


1958 INCOME OF HEIRS” 


(Percentage by Income Category) 
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1958 Income » § 
For Heads of Households” 


Cuarr VI 


$1000 $2000 $3000 $4000 
INCOME 


BOver 
2,959 heirs | 
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Cuarr VII 


1958 Income From Heirship Land * 
(Percentage by Income Category) 


$200 


$0- $20I- $50l- $100 
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* Based on the statements of 5,316 heirs 
answering the question 
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This map was compiled from maps of the General Land Office, 
and data from the indian Service. 
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» situation if it has changed at all it has worsened. Here is a 
irship land and the interests held by only four individuals. If we 
» family has the average of seven heirs (see p, 4) there may be 28 
1 problems, both for the individual members of the Mahto family 
d. 
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ABERDEEN AREA OFFICE 


Questionnaires were mailed to 14,824 heirs of the Aberdeen Area 
and 2,610 completed returns were received from adults. The rate of 
return then was approximately 17 percent. 


GENERAL INFORMATION 


Median age of Aberdeen Area heirs is in the 41- to 50-year age cate- 
gory with the following distribution: 21 to 30, 356; 31 to 40, 496; 
41 to 50, 595; 51 and over, 1,125; no answer, 38. There are 1,238 males, 
1,389 females, and 37 did not answer. Two thousand fifty-two heirs 
reported a grand total of 8,157 children. Of the heirs answering the 
question 1,585 are heads of households, and 959 are not. 

Median blood quantum of Aberdeen heirs is three-quarters with 
the following distribution: fullbloods, 1,231; three-quarter bloods, 
406; halfbloods, 570; one-quarter or less Indian blood, 326; no Indian 
blood, 18; no answer, 57. Of those heirs answering the question con- 
cerning residence on or off the reservation, the majority live off the 
reservation. There were 1,154 living on reservations, 1,415 living off, 
and 41 did not answer the question. Eight hundred fifty-two heirs 
live on trust or restricted land, 1,581 do not, and 177 did not answer. 

A total of 692 heirs in the Aberdeen Area received welfare assistance 
during 1958. Four hundred forty-one heirs receiving welfare as- 
sistance during 1958 lived on reservations and 251 lived off. Of the 
2,610 heirs from whom questionnaires had been received, 1,213 an- 
swered the question concerning 1958 income and the median was in the 
$1,001 to $2,000 category. en computed by residence off and on 
the reservation the median for on reservation heirs is in the 0 to $1,000 
category while the median for those living off is in the $1,001 to $2,000. 
By: dienes of blood the tabulation indicates the full-blood median 
income is between 0 and $1,000; three-quarter blood is between $1,001 
and $2,000; halfblood and one-quarter or less Indian blood is in the 
$2,001 to $3,000 income category. For heads of households the median 
for the Aberdeen Area is between $1,001 and $2,000. 


INTERESTS IN HEIRSHIP LAND 


It was found that the average heir in Aberdeen area owned 3.8 
interests in heirship tracts. Sixteen hundred and seventeen heirs 
answered the question and reported owning interests in 6,212 heirship 
tracts. The highest number of interests were held by the heirs of 
Standing Rock Agency with an average of 4.6 interests in heirship 
tracts. Heirs were asked on how many reservations the tracts of 
heirship lands in which they held an interest were located. It was 
found that of the 1,673 answering the question the tracts were located 
on 2,422 reservations, or an average of 1.4 per heir. Three hundred 
thirty-one heirs reported ye interests in 771 public domain 
allotments for an average of 2.3 each. 
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Two hundred ninety-nine heirs in the Aberdeen Area live on heir- 
ship land in which they hold an undivided interest. Of this number, 
66 farm or ranch the land, 199 are fullbloods, 142 received welfare as- 
sistance during 1958, and 55 own other lands in fee status. 

The question concerning income from heirship interests was an- 
swered by 1940 heirs and the median was between $51 and $100. By 
reservation it was found that Sisseton, Standing Rock, Turtle Moun- 
tain, and Winnebago were in the 0 to $50 category, Cheyenne River, 
Pierre, Pine Ridge, and Rosebud were in the $51 to $100 category and 
Fort Berthold heirs had a median of $101 to $150. 

In answer to the question concerning the last visit to any heirship 
land 457 had visited some of their interests during 1959, 848 between 
1958 and 1949, 117 between 1948 and 1939, and 92 had visited their 
heirship land at sometime prior to 1939. Therefore most of the heirs 
had visited their heirship lands between 1958 and 1949. 

Heirs were also asked how far they lived from their heirship land, 
and these answers were tabulated on the basis of a 1, 2, or 3 day’s 
drive. There were 1,413 heirs living within 300 miles of their inter- 
ests, 246 lived from 301 to 600 miles away, 70 lived from 601 to 900 
miles away, and 293 lived more than 900 miles from their heirship land. 
Based on these statistics, the majority of the Aberdeen heirs live 
within one day’s drive of their heirship interests. 

Eight hundred eighty-five heirs of the Aberdeen Area have at- 
tempted to dispose of some heirship holdings and 305 were successful. 


OPINIONS AND PROPOSALS 


Five hundred thirty-nine heirs plan to live on heirship land in the 
future and 528 intend to ranch or farm heirship interests. There is 

robably an overlap in these statistics since some of the heirs most 
ikely intend to do both. 

When asked if they wanted to sell or exchange some or all of their 
heirship lands, 579 wanted to sell or exchange some, 1,040 wanted to 
sell or exchange all, 764 did not. want to sell or exchange any, and 
227 did not answer. Therefore the majority answering want to sell 
or exchange some or all of their heirship interests. 

When asked if they wanted Bureau of Indian Affairs supervision 
retained or removed from heirship lands, 1,306 heirs wanted it retained, 
666 wanted the supervision removed, and 638 did not answer. There- 
fore a clear majority of those answering want the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs to continue supervision of their heirship lands. 

Heirs were also asked if they wanted their heirship interests sold 
and the money divided. One thousand two hundred eighty-four 
wanted all their heirship interests sold, 270 wanted some sold, 402 did 
not want any sold and 654 did not answer. The majority of those 
answering the question want all the heirship land sold. ile this is 
a clear as to majority opinion, the question arises as to whether 
this opinion is opposed by any particular groups of heirs. Answers 
were therefore, cross tabulated by various categories, i.e., blood quan- 
tum, residence, etc., to determine if there is any significant difference 
of opinion held by certain groups of heirs. 


2A days’ drive was computed as 300 miles. 
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Categories Sell Sell None No 
é all some answer 
Age: 
234 65 81 116 
9 2 2 25 
1, 284 270 402 654 
641 133 193 271 
638 134 208 359 
5 3 1 24 
1, 284 270 402 654 
Have children: 
Head of household: 
. de 1, 284 270 402 654 
Degree of Indian blood: 
NO 18 2 2 35 
Total.... 1, 284 270 402 654 
Live on reservation: 
519 161 198 276 
No answer.....--...- ll 3 0 27 
1, 284 270 402 654 
Live on trust or restricted land: 
Total... 1, 284 270 402 654 
Live on heirship land: 
140 58 51 81 
Income from heirship land: 
$0 to 545 56 139 202 
$151 to $200_.._... 71 27 29 22 
54 102 258 
270 402 654 
ve 23 30 28 
243 369 547 
4 3 79 
270 402 654 
34 79 80 
200 2389 385 
270 402 654 


f 
55 
5 
| 
: 


56 INDIAN HEIRSHIP LAND STUDY 


An examination of the cross-tabulation indicates that with two 
exceptions, the majority of the heirs in each category answering the 

uestion want to sell all the heirship land. The two exceptions are 

1) those with heirship incomes between $1,001 and $2,000; and (2) 
heirs farming or ranching heirship land. The majority in each cate- 
gory did want to sell some or all of the heirship land, but presumably 
want to hold that which they are using. 

It is interesting to note that when asked “Do you want to sell or 
exchange your undivided interests in heirship land?” the majority 
did not want to sell all. Yet when asked if they wanted the land 
sold, there was a clear majority in favor of selling all. Again, when 
asked if they wanted Bureau supervision removed, the majority of 
heirs answered negatively. Based on these questions it would seem 
reasonable to assume that while the heirs do want to sell all the heir- 
ship land, they do not want to handle the negotiations themselves 
but prefer the Bureau of Indian Affairs to handle it. For the pur- 
pose of bringing this out in a somewhat clearer light we have cross- 
tabulated questions 25, 26a, and 26b, as follows: 


Question 26b: I would like to have the tract(s) of heirship land in which I own 
an interest sold and my share of the money paid to me. 


Sell all |Sellsome} None No an- 
swer 
26c Retain Bureau control: 
477 159 317 353 
472 68 68 58 
Total- 1, 284 270 402 654 
25. Do you want to sell or exchange your undivided interest in 
heirship land?: 
Yes, some 216 235 36 92 
Total. 1, 284 270 402 654 


It can be noted that of those Indian heirs wanting to retain Bureau 
control the majority answering want to sell all their heirship interests. 
This also holds true for those wanting the controls released. Of those 
not answering question 26c, we find that 395 did answer question 26b, 
and the majority wanted all their interests sold. One hundred heirs 
who had answered question 25 by stating they did not want to sell or 
exchange any of their heirship interests, answered question 26b by 
stating they wanted all the interests sold. This again would indicate 
. ig ay las the Bureau of Indian Affairs handle the sale of such 

ands. 

Question 27 was asked in an attempt to get the heirs to make sugges- 
tions to the Congress concerning the problem of heirship lands. The 

uestion was worded in such a way as to inform the Indians that pos- 
sible solutions had been offered in the past and four of these were 
listed. Space was left for the heirs to make any suggestions they 
wanted. ile the question was not intended to be one of multiple 
choice, it was found that 858 heirs checked off one of the suggestions. 
Although it was not originally intended to tabulate this as a multiple- 
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choice question, with so many answering by checking off one or the 
other it was felt worthwhile and the results follow: 


Question 27. As you know there are a great many problems arising from the 
fact that under certain conditions the signatures of all heirs must be obtained 
before the heirship land can be leased, partitioned, sold or the timber cut. 
Among the suggestions that have been made to solve this problem are the 
following: 

(a) Legal action allowing heirs owning more than half the tract 

to have it leased, partitioned, sold, or the timber cut 263 
(b) Legal action providing that if more than half the heirs want to 

have it leased, partitioned, sold, or the timber cut (regardless of 

whether they own more than half the tract of land), it will be done_. 297 
(c) Legal action providing that one heir could ask the State courts 


to either partition or sell the land 161 
(d) Legal action that would place the settlement of all heirship land 
problems under State courts and State law 137 


For this particular group of heirs either allowing more than half 
the heirs or heirs owning more than half the tract to decide upon 
its use and/or disposition would be the most popular line of ap- 


proach. 
In surveying suggestions made by other heirs the following were 


chosen as representative of the scope of ideas put forward : 


11042 I think it will be better if we sell all our heirship land as I know we 
can make a benefit if we see cash money. 

9593 I think the estate land where it is undivided should be deeded over to 
the heirs so they can do what they want to with it. 

9241 I think we should control our heirship land. 

10323 I think that all heirship lands on Indian reservations should be sold 
to the tribe at a fair price. 

10290 After 15 years place under State courts. 

9943 Eliminate Indian Bureau and let all people be alike. 

10105 I believe that an interest which nets the owner less than $15 a year 
should be disposed of in some manner, regardless of whether or not the 
individuals concerned are agreeable. 

14044 Fractionated properties are confusion. One heir chosen and dele 
gated to handle properties. 

13854 Appropriate sufficient funds for the tribe or individual land purchases 
for those who desire to consolidate their land interests primarily to 
keep the Indian lands in Indian ownership. 

13702 Upon demand by one heir the Indian Affairs Department should sell 
the land at public auction and distribute the proceeds. 

12597 I think that the Government should take over ownership and pay off 
heirs in cash. More and more heirs come into this each year and be- t 
comes a mess to handle. ! 

6877 Legislation should be passed to give the Superintendent official author- f 
ity to negotiate sale of heirship land to expedite the division of interests. 

3942 I think that all heirship land should be handled and controlled by i 
only the main heirs instead of all the additional heirs and shirttail 
relatives that become eligible through marriage. 

5517 No solution to the present situation but for the future make it manda- 
tory to sign wills. 

4531 I think a time limit of 5 years should be put on heirship land. It should 
be sold at the end of the first generation and divided before the heirs 
become too numerous and no one benefits by it. 

1908 Start eliminating by degree of blood and degree of education, there 
are some who cannot read or write. 

1776 The Government could purchase such lands back at fair market price 
and reallocate it to those who desire to improve the land or run cattle 
on it. Such cases would call for Government subsidy. In time when 
such subsidy is returned let the Indian own his land without Govern- 
ment restrictions and again in time abolish the reservation. 

8638 Transfer responsibility of duties to a suitable State office and re- 
imburse State for complete work. 
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8984 Personally, I believe reservations should be abolished, I fail to 

understand grownup people wanting to be treated as children. 

Heirs were asked if they owned lands in fee status and, if so, how 
they acquired them. Of the 2,177 heirs answering the question, 423, 
or approximately 19 — stated they did own lands in fee status. 
Pierre agency had the highest percentage with 25 percent ownin 
fee lands. In the order of pereninge we find the following: (1 
Pierre, 25 percent; (2) Turtle Mountain, 24 percent; (3) Fort Ber- 
thold, 20 percent; (4) Standing Rock, 20 percent; (5) osebud, 19 
percent ; (°) Winnebago, 19 percent; (7) Cheyenne River, 17 per- 
cent; (8) Pine Ridge, 15 percent; and (9) Sisseton, 15 percent. 

In examining the completed questionnaires it was found that some 
heirs misunderstood the question and while they checked off “Yes” 
as to fee landownership, it was obvious from their explanation of how 
they acquired the land that they were referring to nora 4 land. 
Another problem encountered was that while the question had in- 
tended to include a house and lot, some of the heirs checked off “No” 
and then went on to state that all they owned in fee was a house in 
the city. However, in the Aberdeen Area there were not enough such 
problems to disqualify the statistics on fee landownership. 

Question 29 was an attempt to draw from the heirs any and all 
problems concerning their heirship lands. It was worded in very 
general terms and brought forth many comments by the heirs. In 
each agency report there appear extracts covering the range and types 
of problems. For the entire Aberdeen Area we find the most often 
stated problem of the heirs is a complete lack of information concern- 
ing how much heirship land they own, where it is, from whom they 
inherited it, is it being leased, what kind of land is it, etc. Many 
heirs complained that heirship land in which they held an interest 
was being leased without their consent. In some cases the heirs stated 
they had written the agency and told them not to lease the land, but 
the land was leased anyway. There seems to be a rather widespread 
opinion among the heirs that heirship land is leased for considerably 
less than comparable land in the area. One of the most often heard 
complaints is that letters written to the agency are not answered, and 
the difficulties imposed therefore upon the heirs are almost. insur- 
mountable. Some of the heirs stated that they did not know of any 
other place to get information, and therefore were at a loss as to what 
should be done about this. One heir noted that he and his attorney 
had been trying for 2 years to obtain information concerning heirship 
land in which he held an interest. Some of the other ‘erdblenia en- 
countered by the heirs, are: (1) heirs have applied for sale of their 
interests and have heard nothing. In some cases they mentioned that 
all heirs had signed the papers and nothing had been heard for 5 or 6 
years; (2) heirship land is being used for homesites and/or crops or 
grazing without payment to the heirs; (3) checks are received by heirs 
with no statement as to where they come from; (4) heirs had applied 
for fee patents and either been refused or nothing was ever heard; and 
(5) money from leasing or sale is held by the agency and doled out 
over a period of years. Heirs complain that money received in such 
small amounts cannot be used constructively. 

Some of the other complaints, although not widespread, were rather 
interesting. A few heirs stated that due to ownership of heirship land 
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they could not receive welfare assistance, there were quarrels among 
the family members concerning the differences of opinion over heirship 
land, land was sold without the heirs consent, heirship land sold to the 
tribe was sold for much less than market value, and the agency office 
was open to Indians for only a day or two a week. The text of these 
and other complaints are contained in the agency reports. 

The following tables were assembled to illustrate some of the inter- 
esting data ascertained from this study. 


ABERDEEN AREA OFFICE 
TaBLE I.—Age groups of heirs 


Agency 21-30 31~40 41-50 51 and over| No answer | Total heirs 
Cheyenne River. 17 18 119 28 2 84 
Fort, 9 18 114 17 1 59 
22 26 127 38 1 114 
75 88 1101 211 5 480 
Rosebud is 62 77 186 175 7 407 
Sisseton 17 46 70 1140 3 276 
MOOK 40 66 178 143 4 331 
Turtle Mountain.-........_- 53 64 1 170 7 377 
61 93 1117 203 482 

356 496 595 11,125 38 2,610 

1 Median. 

TABLE II.—Number of children 
Number of 
Agency heirs Number of 
who have children 
children 
377 1, 438 
Tl 2, 052 8, 157 
III.—Heads of households 
Agency Head of Not head of | Noanswer | Total heirs 
household household 

44 36 4 84 
Fort Berthold__. 38 17 4 59 
Sieness<aiee 82 32 0 114 
Pine Ridge._...- 285 186 9 480 
Rosebud _..__.. 259 135 13 407 
179 92 5 276 
196 130 5 331 
one 299 175 8 482 
1, 585 959 66 2, 610 
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Taste I1V.—Degree of Indian blood 
Agency Full- % Wy \ or None No Total 
blood less answer heirs 
Cheyenne River 34 112 21 15 0 2 84 
Fort Berthold_......... 140 9 5 1 1 3 59 
1 22 12 16 1 1 114 
Pine Ridge deed 219 175 90 84 1 li 480 
Rosebud... 1201 69 81 46 0 10 407 
126 157 55 27 9 2 276 
Standing Rock i» 1171 40 59 56 1 4 331 
Turtle M t “ 54 55 1193 56 3 16 377 
Wi bag 1 326 67 54 25 2 8 482 
Total poem 1, 233 1 406 570 326 18 57 2, 610 
1 Median, 
TaBLe V.—Residence of heirs 
Agency Living on Living off No answer | Total heirs 
reservation | reservation 
Cheyenne River__. cael 39 141 4 84 
129 28 2 59 
48 1 64 2 114 
Pine Ridge.......... 1259 214 7 480 
Rosebud 197 1 206 4 407 
1142 133 1 276 
Standing Rock-_--- 1169 158 4 331 
Turtle Mountain —. 109 1 257 ll 377 
Winnebago... 162 1314 6 482 
1, 154 11,415 41 2,610 
1 Majority of those answering. 
Taste VI.—Heirs living on trust or restricted land 
Live on Do not live 
Agency trust or on trust or No Total 
restricted restricted answer heirs 
land land 
Fort Berthold 22 131 6 59 
Rosebud_ 155 1 234 18 407 
Standing Rock 117 1186 28 331 
79 1278 20 377 
Winnebago. - 119 1 327 36 482 
852 11, 581 177 2, 610 
1 Majority of those answering. 
TaBLe VII.—Heirs receiving welfare assistance , 
Total heirs 
who received} Living on Living off 
Agency welfare reservation | reservation | No answer 
assistance 
during 1958 
Cheyenne River_- 19 2 0 
Fort Berthold 9 1 18 0 
sees ll 19 2 0 
Pine Ridge <a a 123 187 36 0 
Rosebud 98 1 64 34 0 
Sisseton__. 97 171 26 0 
Standing Rock. 101 182 19 0 
Turtle M tai 109 155 54 0 
Winnebago-- 133 63 170 0 
Total. 692 1441 261 0 


1 Majority. 
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TABLE VIII.—1958 income reported by heirs | 


Agency Oto- | $1,001 to | $2,001 to | $3,001 to | $4,001 No Total i 

$1,000 $2,000 $3,000 $4,000 | andover| answer heirs i 

Cheyenne River__.....--.--..- 11 9 15 6 10 43 

Fort Berthold 15 5 11 4 6 28 | 
132 6 7 6 12 51 114 
Pine Ridge 84 139 27 15 39 276 480 

Rosebud - 1119 30 15 9 22 212 

ton._..- 176 23 18 14 21 124 276 
Standing Rock ....-----..-...- 69 121 16 13 32 180 331 

Turtle Mountai 75 127 24 18 31 202 

Winnebago 99 143 19 15 25 281 482 

Total. 580 1203 132 100 198 1, 397 2, 610 | 

1 Median. 


TaBLE IX.— Median income of heirs by residence on or off the reservation 


Agency 0 to $1,001 to $2,001 to $3,001 to | $4,001 and 
$1,000 $2,000 $3,00) $4,000 over 

Cheyenne River: 

On... x 
Off = 
Fort Berthold: 
On. q 
of 

Pierre 

x 

Rosebud: 

On. x 3 
x | 

Sisseton: 

On. x 
x I 

Standing Rock: 

ff_ = 

Turtle Mountain: 

OB. 4 
Winnebago 
On... x. 
Off = 
Taste X.—Income by degree of Indian blood! 
Blood quantum 0 to $1,001 to $2,001 to $3,001 to | $4,001 and Total q 
$1,000 $2,000 $3,000 $4,000 over ’ 
blood. 2341 37 32 44 546 . 
blood... 73 238 26 22 31 190 
blood 106 41 243 29 76 295 
¥ or less 42 28 227 19 156 
562 2199 133 102 191 1, 187 
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TaBLeE XI,—1958 income for heads of households 


Agency 0 to $1,001 to | $2,001 to | $3,001 to | $4,001 No Total 
$1,000 $2,000 $3,000 $4,000 | and over} answer 
a Es 8 16 3 2 5 20 44 
Fort Berthold. 10 15 1 2 5 15 38 
14 4 6 3 10 35 82 
Pine Ridge id 50 127 18 13 29 148 285 
Rosebud_ “ 181 20 12 8 20 118 259 
Sisseton_.___ 51 118 14 ll 17 68 179 
Standing Rock.-................ 40 114 14 9 25 94 196 
Turtle Mountain---_........... 48 117 12 16 20 90 203 
64 132 14 14 23 152 299 
Total. 376 1143 Ot 78 154 740 1, 585 
1 Median income. 
TABLE XII.—Interests in heirship land 
Agency Total Number Interests | Reservations Public 
heirs answering by tracts located domain 
Cheyenne Ri 84 67 
10 42 
41 162 
Fort Berthold_......:.-........- 59 47 52 
6 ll 
69 294 
Pierre 114 85 148 
8 25 
298 1, 207 
Pine 480 301 433 
43 126 
259 1, 186 
Rosebud - - 407 271 461 
41 92 
167 659 
Sisseton 276 199 262 
30 74 
Standing Rock 331 288 
25 56 
246 699 
Turtle 377 = 301 
299 997 
Winnebag 482 319 410 
59 123 
TaBLeE XIII.—Number of tracts in which the heirs hold an interest} 
Heirs Number of Average 
Agency answering tracts number of 
tracts 
Cheyenne River- 48 130 2.7 
Fort Berthold 41 162 3.9 
69 294 4.2 
Rosebud - 259 1, 186 4.5 
Standing Rock--- 190 878 4.6 
Turtle Mountain 246 699 2.8 
Winnebago - -- ves 299 997 3.3 
Total_ 1,617 6, 212 3.8 


1 Many of the heirs did not know how many tracts they had an interest in and either placed a question 


for an answer or stated they did not know. 


| | 
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TaBLE XIV.—Number of reservations upon which heirs have interests in tracts 
of land 

Agency Heirs an- Number of Average ! 
swering reservations 4 
Cheyenne River_. 49 67 1.3 

Fort Berthold 47 52 11 
85 148 1.7 j 
Pine Ridge. - - 301 433 1.4 
Sisseton - 199 262 1.3 
Standing Rock me 202 288 1.4 i 
Turtle Mountain. 201 301 1.4 
Total. : 1, 673 2, 422 1.4 H 


TaBLE XV.—Interests in public domain allotments held by heirs 


Interests in Median 
Agency Total heirs Heirs an- ublic number of 
swering omain interests 
allotments 
Cheyenne River----. 10 4.2 
Fort Berthold 59 6 ll 1.8 
Pierre. 114 8 25 3.1 
407 41 92 2.2 
331 25 56 2.2 | 
377 109 222 2.0 i 
Total... 2, 610 331 771 2.3 


TaBLe XVI.—Heirs residing on héirship land 


Received 
Live on | Ranch or Full- welfare Age category | Own fee ' 
Agency heirship farm it bloods assistance land i 
i land (1958) 
Cheyenne 4 4 3 51 and over___- 2 
Fort Berthold....-.....-- 4 1 3 0 | 31 to 40___.._.. 1 f 
ll 2 6 3 | 41 to 4 
Pine Ridge. 73 22 51 26 | 51 and over___. ll 
Turtle Mountain. 38 3 21 6 
Dotal. 299 66 199 55 
TaBLeE XVII.—Income from heirship land 
. Oto | $5tto | $101 $151 $201 $501 | $1,000 | $2,001 | Noan-} Total 
Agency $50 to to to to to to and swer | heirs 
$100 $150 $200 $500 | $1,000 | $2,000 | over 
Cheyenne River- _- 20 18 7 6 4 3 0 0 36 84 
Fort Berthold__---- 14 5 14 6 10 3 ae 0 17 59 
EEE BF 37 117 12 8 8 3 1 0 28 114 
Pine Ridge... ..-.-- 140 31 31 47 10 4 5 130 480 
Rosebud... ......-- 139 40 19 45 16 4 3 81 407 
ON SSG 25. 1116 34 15 19 30 14 0 1 47 276 
Standing Rock... .- 191; . 49 20 18 34 8 2 2 107 351 
Turtle Mountain__| 1190 24 19 12 16 3 0 1 112 377 
Winnebago.....---.| 1195 77 24 30 29 ll 3 1 112 482 
SO. ntccens 942 1356 172 149 223 71 14 13 670 2, 610 
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TaBLe XVIII.—Last visit to heirship land 


Between Prior to 
Agency 1959! 1949 and | 1939 and 1939 No answer | Total heirs 
1958 1948 
ll 228 5 5 34 84 
ll 226 1 0 21 59 
17 227 4 6 60 114 
78 2157 19 14 212 480 
89 2149 15 12 142 407 
60 2106 12 5 93 276 
63 2103 20 13 132 331 
47 2109 19 13 189 377 
81 2143 22 24 212 482 
457 2847 117 92 1,095 2, 610 
1 1st 6 months, 
2 Median. 
TaBLeE XI1X.—Distance heirs live from their heirship interests 
Agency 0 to 300 301 to 600 | 601 to 900 | 901 miles | No answer Total 
miles miles miles and over heirs 

Cheyenne River.......-...... 1 47 5 1 12 19 84 
135 3 1 9 ll 59 
1 67 3 4 8 32 114 
1 286 23 ll 45 115 480 
1245 36 9 36 81 407 
1176 15 4 39 42 276 
Standing Rock.............-.- 1160 25 8 50 88 331 
Turtle Mountain. ....-....... 1148 55 19 65 90 377 
QE ee 1249 81 13 29 110 482 
11,413 246 70 293 588 2,610 

1 Median. 

TasBLe XX.—Heirs’ attempts to sell their land 
Heirs who 
have at- Those who | Percentage 
Agency tempted to were of success 
some successful 
interest 

Cheyenne River 30 19 63.3 
Fort Berthold_ 22 12 54.5 
50 21 42.0 
Pine Ridge... 173 57 32.9 
Rosebud 174 63 36. 2 
Sisseton.__.. 82 28 34.1 
Standing Rock......_.. 114 36 31.5 
Turtle Mountain. -- 63 18 28.5 
bago. 177 51 28.8 
Total 885 305 34.4 


TaBLE XXI.—Heirs’ opinions concerning the sale of heirship land 


Agencies Sell all Sell some None Noanswer | Total heirs 
Cheyenne River................- 138 7 13 26 84 
os 118 18 19 59 
Tre... 158 19 14 23 114 
Pine Ri 1 54 67 127 480 
Rosebud 1217 49 47 407 
1150 35 44 47 276 
Standing Rock -................- 1154 41 47 89 331 
Turtle Mountain..._............ 1151 19 83 124 pHi 
bag 1 266 37 74 105 : 
Total... 11, 284 270 402 654 2,610 


64 
1 Majority of those answering. 
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TaBLeE XXII.—Heirs owning land in fee status 


Number Number 
Agency of heirs own: Approximate j 
answe fee percentage 
question 
i 
> Cheyenne River it 75 14 17 | 
398 76 19 
Total 2,177 423 19 


TaBLe XXIII.—dHeirs owning land in fee and method of acquisition 


Heirs own- Fee No 
Agency ing nes patent Purchase Inherit Gift answer 
ee 
Cheyenne River.........---.. 14 1 7 1 1 4 
| Fort Berthold. ll 1 8 2 0 0 
23 3 11 4 1 4+ 
Pee 62 4 32 8 0 18 
72 1 32 6 2 21 
35 0 21 12 0 2 
Standing Rock.-.......... eee 53 9 24 15 1 4 
Turtle Mountain-.......--.-. 7 0 45 1 2 ll 
76 1 37 21 0 17 
Total 423 20 217 98 7 81 


1 Statistics concern only those heirs sta’ they owned land in fee. It does not mean that these are the 
only heirs owning lands in fee, since many heirs did not answer the yn pene See reat —. for statistics | 
indicating total number answering the question compared to those owning lands i 


60545—61—vol. 1——-6 
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CHEYENNE River AGENCY 


Questionnaires were mailed to 791 heirs of the Cheyenne River 
Agency and 84 (approximately 10 percent) completed returns were 
received from adults, 


GENERAL INFORMATION 


The median age of Cheyenne River heirs is in the 41 to 50 age cate- 
gory. Distribution by age group was as follows: 21 to 30, 17; 31 to 
40, 18; 41 to 50, 19; 51 and over, 28; no answer, 2. Of those heirs an- 
swering the question (82) there were 36 males and 46 females (2 did 
not answer). Seventy-one heirs listed a grand total of 254 (an av- 
erage of 3 each) children. Forty-four heirs are heads of households, 
and 82 are members of the tribe. Median Indian blood quantum is 
reported, as three-fourths with the following distribution: fullbloods, 
bloods, 12; half, 21; one-quarter or less Indian 

lood, 15. 

Thirty-nine heirs reported living on the reservation, 41 live off, and 
4 did not answer the question. Thirty-four heirs (40 percent) live on 
trust or restricted land. Eleven heirs received some form of welfare 
assistance during 1958, and of this number 9 were living on the res- 
ervation. Less than half (41) of the heirs answered the question con- 
cerning income. The median was just over $2,000 with the following 
distribution ; 0 to $1,000, 11; $1,001 to $2,000, 9; $2,001 to $3,000, 5; 
$3,001 to $4,000, 6; $4,001 and over, 10. It is interesting to note 
here that when the income is computed for those on as compared to 
those off the reservation we find a considerable difference. On reser- 
vation Indians earn a median of about $1,000 while those living off are 
in the $2,001 to $3,000 income bracket. When median income is cate- 

orized by Indian blood quantum it reveals that full blood income is 
ess than $1,000; three-quarter blood is about $2,000; one-half blood is 
about $3,000; and one-quarter or less Indian blood is approximately 
$3,000. Occupations of the heirs were reported by 79 as follows: 


Housewife 27 | Clerical 


7 
Cook 3] Rancher 11 
Farm laborers 2/ Retired 5 
Nurses 3} Armed Forces 1 
Tribal employees 3| Common laborer 5 
Welder_ 1} Teacher 2 
Truckdriver 1| Factory 1 
Farmer 2| Fireman____.._ 1 
State government Federal Government employee_____ 2 
Unemployed 1 


INTEREST IN HEIRSHIP LAND 


The heirs reported owning interests in 130 tracts of heirship land, 
and 42 of these were public domain allotments. Four heirs reported 
living on heirship tracts and three of these were fullbloods. Median 
age was in the over-51 category, two received welfare assistance, in- 
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come from heirship land was less than $50, all four ranch or farm the 
land, and two own other lands in fee. 

Income from heirship land was reported by 48 with the median fall- 
ing in the $51 to $100 category. Eleven heirs last visited one of their 
heirship interests in 1959, while 29 did so between 1958 and 1949; 5 
between 1948 and 1939. The majority of Cheyenne River heirs live 
within 1 day’s drive (300 miles) of their heirship interests, the tabu- 
lation was as follows: 0 to 300 miles, 47 ; 301 to 600 miles, 5 ; 601 to 900 
miles, 1; 901 miles and over, 12; no answer, 19. 


ACTIONS 


Nine of the heirs reported using their heirship land at this time, 
while 14 have used some within the past 10 years. This indicates a 
decrease of approximately 40 percent in the use of heirship land by 
heirs. Thirty of the heirs have attempted to sell or exchange some 
of their interests, and 19 have succeeded. Of those succeeding 15 dis- 
posed of it to the tribe, 2 to individuals, and 2 to both the tribe and 
individuals. In four cases heirs reported that the tribe had attempted 
to buy their interests, and in seven cases other Indians had attempted 
to buy. Seven heirs themselves have attempted to purchase interests 
of other heirs. 

OPINIONS AND PROPOSALS 


Sixteen heirs plan to live on their heirship land at some time in the 
future, and 24 heirs intend to use their heirship interests for ranching 
or farming. When asked if they wanted to sell or exchange interests 
in their lands, 19 wanted to sell or exchange some, 33 all, 24 did not 
want to sell or exchange any, and 8 did not answer. Therefore, 
approximately 68 percent want to sell or anyey. & some or all of their 
heirship land. One of the questions asked of the heirs was whether 
they wanted the Bureau of Indian Affairs to continue supervision 
of the heirship land, 44 wanted this control retained, 16 wanted it 
removed, and 24 did not answer. When asked why they felt this 
way, those opposing removal of Bureau supervision referred to; (1) 
difficulties in leasing, (2) tax exemptions, and (3) satisfaction with 
the Bureau’s administration of the land. However, those wanting the 
supervision removed said (1) they wanted to sell it, (2) there was 
too much redtape, and (3) they were dissatisfied with Bureau super- 
vision. The text of these statements follow: 


REMOVE CONTROL 


669 Because it takes too long to get anything done when Government is 
involved. 
471 Too much restrictions. 
1 I would like to sell all my land and buy a home, where I’m living 
‘ now and also take vocational training and be self-supporting? 
212 Too much redtape and passing the buck to get anything done. 
55 All I want is my share, I live too far from this land and can use the 
money. 
76 Because it is pretty hard and too much trouble to lease or sell the 
land. 
148 Have not been able to dispose of that, could be sold and proceeds used, 
to better advantage. 
75 Indian Bureau never keep properly control of undivided Indian lands 
and heirship land. 
390 Too many restrictions, it doesn’t benefit us. 
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I want the Government to sell all my heirship land, as I am far away 
and I have no use for them. 

I believe each case must be studied individually whether they are 
competent to assume the handling of own land. 

Prefers individual control. Reason: Might make a better living. 


CONTINUE CONTROL 


555 We Indians were never taught to control any of our own allotments. 

132 Because of certain rights we have in Indian laws. 

302 Because lease money is all deposited to your individual Indian money 
account and the bills are deducted before you get the balance, if you 
don’t see the money you don’t miss it and your bills are paid. 

182 So that it may be returned in a restricted status. 

92 Not so much for myself but for some of the less competent of my 
fellow tribesmen. We are just now learning to cope with our white 
brothers and as time goes on we will be better educated and better 
able to compete with the non-Indians. 

Because it is in conformity of our Constitution and international 
interests. 

Tax exemption. 

So other Indians can use it. 

For protection. 

The Bureau keeps me informed, I want to maintain this trust. 

As I very seldom get to the Cheyenne Agency to do any business, I 
prefer it the way it is now. 

I am still a ward of the Government. 

Because not subject to tax. 

I am a ward of the Government. 

They’re doing all right. 

Because I’m satisfied with results. 

Because Iam a ward of the Government. 

I believe they act in the best interests of the individual tribe as they 
are located, at least the Superintendent is, with the people and under- 
stand their problems, thereby working for their interests. 

Because land remains nontaxable. 

Due to tax exemptions. 

For the benefit of those Indians that are trying to make a living on 
the reservation. 

I think many allotments have been disposed of by those who use the 

indiscriminately. 

Because I am satisfied with the way it is handled. 


Question 26b asked the heirs if they would want their interests 
sold and the money divided. While they had preferred that the 
Bureau retain supervision of heirship lands, some evidently wanted 
that supervision continued only until their interests could be sold. 
Of the 44 wanting the Bureau supervision retained 16 wanted all their 
land sold, 3 wanted some sold, and 11 none. Of the 16 wanting Bu- 
reau supervision removed, 10 wanted all their land sold, 3 wanted some 
and 2 none. a distribution of opinions in answer to 
whether they wanted their heirship interests sold and the money dis- 
tributed to the heirs indicated that 38 heirs wanted all the land sold, 
7 wanted some sold, and 13 did not want any sold. Therefore the 
— wanting all their heirship interests sold constitutes a majority of 
those answering. While this is quite clear as to majority opinion, the 
question arises as to whether this opinion is opposed by any particular 
group within the heirs. We have therefore cross tabulated the answers 
to this ——- by various categories, i.e. blood quantum, residence, 
etc., to determine if there is any significant difference of opinion held 


by particular groups of heirs. 
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4 Question 26b. I would like to have the tract(s) of heirship land in which I 
; own an interest sold and my share of the money paid to me. 
Categories Sell all Sell somel None | Noan- 
swer 
Age: 
No 0 0 0 2 
Sex: 
| 38 7 13 26 
32 7 12 20 
6 0 1 4 
0 0 0 2 
38 7 13 26 
20 6 7 11 
17 1 6 12 
1 0 0 3 
38 7 13 26 
18 4 5 7 
6 2 0 7 
9 1 5 6 
5 0 3 7 
0 0 0 0 
0 0 0 2 
38 7 13 26 
19 5 6 9 
19 1 7 14 
0 1 0 3 
38 7 13 26 
16 4 5 9 
20 2 7 15 
2 1 1 2 
38 27 13 26 

8 1 3 8 
5 0 2 
3 0 0 1 
0 0 0 0 

5 1 4 4 
29 6 9 17 
38 7 13 26 


4 
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An examination of the above statistics indicate that in almost 
all cases the majority of heirs want to sell some or all of their heirship 
interests, and that those wanting to sell all as weighed against heirs 
wanting to sell some or none, are still in the majority. The exceptions 
to this are in five categories of the cross tabulation: (1) heirs re- 
a $51 to $100 from their heirship interests; (2) heirs receiving 

1 


from 


51 to $200 from their heirship interests; (3) heirs receiving 


$201 to $500 from their heirship interests; (4) heirs receiving $501 to 
$1,000 from their heirship interests; and is} heirs owning land in fee. 
In the categories of higher income from heirship land where the indi- 
viduals preferred to retain their interests the question arises as to 
whether this can be based hpon blood quantum of this grou 


~than income. Presumably t 


rather 


ose with the higher incomes from the 


land would more likely be fullbloods because they have a larger share. 
However this thesis was not upheld by the fullblood opinions as shown 
in the cross tabulation. Eighteen wanted to sell all their interests, 
four some, and five none, indicating that those fullbloods wanting 
to sell all their interests were in the majority. It was interesting to 
note also that in answer to question 25 “Do you want to sell or ex- 
change your undivided interests in heirship land? (Check one.) Yes, 
some ——; Yes, all ——; No.”, that the majority of heirs wanted 
to sell or exchange some or all of their interest (52-24) ; those wanting 
to sell or exchange all did not constitute a majority of the group vot- 
ing (33-43). Another interesting development was that while the 
majority of heirs wanted Bureau of Indian Affairs supervision re- 
oup voted 
for selling all their interests. The following is a cross tabulation of 
question 25 concerning whether the heirs wanted to sell or exchange 
interests and question 26a concerning whether the heirs wanted 
Bureau supervision retained over heirship lands, with question 26b 


tained over the heirship land (44-16) the majority of this 


asking if they wanted all their interest sold. 


I would like to have the tract(s) of heirship land in which I own an interest 


sold and my share of the money paid to me. 


Total All Some None No an- 
swer 
> 
44 16 3 ll 14 
Remove Bureau control... ‘eal 16 10 3 2 1 
No answer 24 12 1 0 11 
Sell or exchange undivided interest: 

Total All Some None No an- 

swer 
19 8 6 3 2 
33 27 1 2 3 
Total 84 38 7 13 26 


As can be seen from the above while 44 heirs wanted Bureau super- 
vision of heirship land continued the majority of them indicated they 
wanted heirship interests sold. The nonanswers were not included 
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but it is noticeable that the rate of nonanswers to both questions re- 
mained fairly constant (24-26). Those not wanting to sell or ex- 
change any interests in heirship land in answer to question 25 were 
consistent in answering question 26b and still were opposed to sellin 
the interests. Question 26c asked the heirs if they wanted al 
controls removed from heirship land so that they and the other heirs 
could handle the land themselves. This was overwhelmingly opposed 
(39-21). This particular group was given a closer examination to 
determine if there was any significant difference. The median age 
was in the 41- to 50-year bracket, they were evenly divided between 
males and females, 20 had children, 4 did not, all were members of 
the tribe, ..edian blood quantum was one-half median income however 
was over $4,000 as compared to the median of less than $1,000 for 
those living on the reservation and $2,001 to $3,000 for those livin 
off. There were 11 living on the reservation and 13 off, only 2 lived 
on heirship interests, median income from their heirship interests 
was less than $50 and the majority lived within a days drive of the 
reservation. 

Question 27 was an attempt to get the heirs to make suggestions to 
the Congress concerning possible solutions to the problem. The ques- 
tion was worded in such a way as to inform the Indians that possible 
solutions had been offered and four of these were listed, then space 
was left for the heir to make any recommendations he wanted. 
Twenty-eight of the heirs simply answered the question by checking 
one of the recommendations that had been made, while 18 had written 
in suggestions. Of the 28, 16 checked (b) which was “Legal action 
providing that if more than half the heirs want the tract leased * * *”; 
while 7 checked (a) “legal action allowing heirs owning more than 
half of the tract * * *”; 3 preferred (c) “Legal action providing 
that one heir could ask the State courts to either partition or sell the 
land”; and 2 checked (d) which would place the settlement of all 
heirship land problems under State courts and law. Therefore the 
majority of those heirs checking (a) through (d) preferred that more 
than half the heirs agree before any action was taken. Six of those 
writing out answers suggested the land be sold to the tribe, three 
a oe to sell the land outright, three preferred to control their own, 
one was satisfied with the present situation, one wanted present control 
continued but with less restrictions, and one wanted the largest share- 
holder to buy out the others. The text of these statements follows: 

*97 Tracts of heirship should be sold to the tribe, and in turn divide the 
money equally among the numerous heirs. 

786 I think Indians who can use their share of heirship land should be 
allowed to trade the tribe so they can use it or sell their share. 

116 I think the signatures of all heirs should be obtained before any heir- 
ship land be disposed of. 

433 All heirship land should be sold back to the tribes. 

536 I believe that if a tribe member has proven himself capable of han- 
dling his own affairs, and has the education to do so, certainly put it 
into their hands, but otherwise control those who do not know how. 

408 Heirship land should be sold to either one of the heirs or to the tribe. 

182 Present regulations are satisfactory. 

367 Well, we think it will be better if we sell all our heirship lands. 

75 It would be helpful for Congress and us to have our heirship for our 


own use, to make useful of it, or sell it, whatever the owner wishes. 
76 It be best to sell all heirship lands, so we could have some money. 


1 Individual code number. 
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471 For majority of the Sioux here, Government control is OK if more 


restrictions be stopped. 
6 My opinion on this matter is that we should sell our heirship lands 
and purchase land to consolidate. 
535 If more than four heirs to the land sell and divide the money. 
342 I think the heir owning the largest share should buy out the other 


heirs at a fair price. 
303 I don’t like to see it made easier for trust land to be sold, unless it 


is sold to the tribe. 

313 All the land should be divided equally among the heirs. Then they 
could do what they wanted to with their own land. 

473 Government control with less restrictions. 

52 The tribe should purchase all Indian lands to be sold. 

Question 28 asked if the heir owned land that was not held in 
trust. Of the 84 heirs there were 75 who answered this question. Four- 
teen of the 75 owned land in fee. So approximately 17 percent of those 
answering the question owned fee land. Those heirs owning land in 
fee were all members of the tribe, median age was in the 41 to 50 year 
of age bracket, median blood quantum was full, nine lived on the 
reservation and five off, seven lived on trust land, five received welfare 
assistance in 1958, median income was in the $3,000 to $4,000 bracket, 
two lived on heirship land, and four of them actually ranch or farm 
land in which they hold an interest. Seven heirs reported they pur- 
chased their fee property, one inherited it, one was issued a fee patent, 
and one received it as a gift. 

Question 29 was an attempt to draw from the heirs any and all 
complaints concerning their heirship lands. It was worded in very 
general terms and was successful in its objective. The most often 
registered complaint concerned the heirs desire to sell his interests 
and the ae of doing so. A few heirs complained that they had 
no idea where their land was, some were having difficulty consolidat- 
ng their holdings. Two heirs complained that the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs doled out the heir’s money to him and one complained of family 
squabbles resulting from heirship problems. One of the most interest- 
ing complaints registered was stated by an heir with one non-Indian 
parent. This non-Indian parent died and the Interior Department is 
alleged to have refused to probate the estate because the individual was 
not an Indian. The State on the other hand refused to probate the 
estate because the land was in trust. The full text of these complaints 
follow: 

* 460 I would find it interesting if I would be notified where my heirship 

land is, and how I came heir to it. I just get a letter to sign or all of 
a sudden a small amount of money. Perhaps I would be interested in 
buying a large share of all the heirs share of the land I own a small 
part of it, if I knew anything about it. 

354 Less restrictions in applications for patent-in-fees and negotiated 
sales involving complicated heirship tracts. Less restrictions on nego- 
tiated sales to non-Indians. 

535 Why does an Indian have to wait so long for a land appraisal? Some 
have been waiting for 2 to 3 years before an appraisal came back. 

113 Yes, I would like to retire and build on it someday and would like 
some information or help to secure this aim. I have a brother and sister 
and first cousin whose land all adjoin mine. Someday I would like to 
buy the interests and make one unit of land. I have one son and one 
daughter we are interested in our heirship land. At present they are 
— in use by the Indian Department and some white ranchers for 


1 Individual code number. 
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We would like to sell all of our heirship land, regardless of who buys 
it, just so that we get our share. 

My interest in heirship land is so small I never realize very much 
money from leases—would rather sell to the tribe or largest share- 
holder if possible. 

I would like very much to sell all of my part to the tribe or other 
shareholders. Anyway they can pay for it. Cash or otherwise. We 
can use such as horses and cattle which we cannot do on this reservation. 

Yes, I have an interest on heirship land in Pine Ridge Agency. I 

want the title so I can sell it to the tribe or somebody of interest to 
him. 
To my knowledge I and my heirs have had no trouble when heirship 
land needed to be disposed of. I realize those living on the reservation 
need money from time to time and if any moneys from this source 
can be useful I am willing to sign. 

I want to be able to sell or lease on shares my mineral rights so that 
development can be made on my lands without any restrictions against 


me. 

I sold 360 acres back in 1951; all I got was $1.50 an acre. My sister 
sold her 360 acres and she received $2,600. What is the difference? 
We sold our land to the same tribal council. I received $540 for 360 
acres. I also have interests in some heirship land that has a test hole 
for oil. We were told that we will always keep our mineral rights. 
Will there be a chance? 

I am over 75 years of age. Owner of many small tracts of land. 
I do not receive adequate income to support myself and wife. This 
is correct as we Indian people usually help our grandchildren. To this 
method we are no exception. I would like to see legislation enacted 
soon that will give us oldtimers an opportunity to sell our small un- 
economic parcels of land without too much redtape. Our tribe at this 
agency is buying land but confines itself with purchase of tracts of land 
that will enhance lands already owned by the tribe. This is a good 
program, but it does no good where your land is located away from these 
key tracts. 

I have tried for the past 2 years to trade my heirship and trust land 
on which I am now living. Each time I have been unable to trade 
because of the difference in appraised value of the tracts. The last 
time I tried to trade there was a difference of $1,800 in their favor for 
640 acres. I do not think there is this much difference in the land and 
furthermore I do not have $1,800 to give anyone. 

Only in that the price of land on my reservation is so low that I 
would prefer to keep it rather than sell and try to buy another tract. 

No problem, but perhaps you would like to know why I am unwilling 
to sell or get rid of my Indian land. I would say it is proof of my 
proudest heritage, and it is with only a great deal of regret that my 
children cannot be enrolled in the proud Sioux Nation, but as long as I 
live they will have that to be proud of. Also, I will sell my land, or go 
along with any disposition of it, if it is to the advantage of the tribe as 
a whole or would better the life of one individual tribal member living 
on the reservation, but hope that our tribal leaders will have some 
say-so on it. I hope that if at some time disposal of my land would 
help them, at least I could hold an honorary membership in the tribe. 
They tell me my land is worth $300 a quarter, so I sell it for that. Where 
in hanging onto it, I get $100 a year lease money on it. Now tell me 
where I could get that kind of interest for no investment. Needless 
to say, I am not allergic to pecuniary. Also, I feel it is just compensa- 
tion for the ridicule my father received through the years because he was 
an Indian, and I am only sorry he is not alive to enjoy it. He often told 
me never to sell my real heritage, as I know he was sorry he left his 
family and moved from the Dakotas, never to see them again in his 
lifetime, due to the fact there was no future there for him or his 
family. Perhaps there is some improvements now, but not 30 years’ 
worth. So if selling my land helps the tribe, I am all for it, but if hold- 
ing it, and holding the tribe together for a common battle for improve- 
ment of their status, I shall hold mine. 
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367 We have been working off the reservation for the last several years. 
We would like to sell all our heirship lands. Due to labor wages, since 
they are small, we need more money to our home use. They only pay 
$3 a day here. And some of us are starving here while working. We 
would rather sell our heirship lands. As we agree that way. 

I have undivided heirship land containing five quarter sections which 
is not partitioned. I have request to the Indian office here at the Chey- 
enne agency office to partition these heirship lands for us but did not 
succeed. So I fully agree with this land problem—to have it worked out 
as soon as possible. 

Yes; I have requested a statement from the tribe on where my land 
is located and also the value of the same. I have also made my request 
to sell 350 acres of my original 1,019 acres. This has been pending since 
March of this year and as yet we have heard nothing from the office. 
I am soon to be retired from the Army. I plan to live and use some of 
my land, but do not have need for all of it. 

I would like to sell some of my heirship land so that I could purchase 
a home in Mobridge. 

Yes; I received a letter that showed where a lawyer was being paid 
out of some of the heirship land. We understood we were to get a 
settlement for the dam that was built on the Cheyenne Reservation and 
we signed papers. We were to get a settlement in 1958 but no other 
information yet on it. 

I am receiving aid to dependent children benefit with five grandchil- 
dren, while my daughter has been and will be attending training school. 
We cannot catch up on our store bill. But whatever money we receive 
over the benefit we are compelled to program the entire sum—buy furni- 
ture, etc., but we are not to buy groceries or clothing as the price of 
clothing is getting so high. We cannot buy all clothing and still keep 
under the benefit (public welfare money). We buy on credit from time 
to time. If we are allowed to pay our bills and then program the bal- 
ance so that we will be able to buy with ease, thereafter we will feel 
more civilized to say the least. 

If any of the heirship land is sold in which I own an interest I want 
to retain 100 percent of the mineral rights. I feel parties interested in 
heirship, if sold and exchanged, the parties should all be notified and 
make agree settlement before sold; for instance, in my case am a widow 
and what if any come out of my interest of the heirship lands I could 
always make some ends meet. 

When my mother died I was the only one financially able to pay hos- 
pital and funeral expenses. As all the heirs were present at the hospital, 
it was agreed that I pay the bill and they would all sign a quitclaim deed 
to heirship land in order to repay me. They all signed and I tried in 
every way to secure a deed to the land so I could dispose of some. As 
I had a cash offer for the land it would have been simple if I could of 
secured a patent. 

There are many individuals who want to purchase Indian land other 
than Indians. Many of these persons are able to do so because of their 
better financial ability. Being an Indian myself, I hate to see this land 
fall into outside hands at sometimes too low a price. If these individuals 
wish to sell I would like a chance to purchase some land myself with some 
security for the future. I do not have much capital but would like to 
have the chance of getting some land. 

I would like to sell the land that I have on the Pine Ridge Reservation 
as quickly as possible, directly to someone who can advance me a loan. 
I recently had two operations and I’m under doctor’s care for the next 
6 weeks and would like to use the money to pay all my debts and buy my 
own home or else use the money for living expenses and take vocational 
training and be self-supporting. 

Yes; I would like to know why I haven’t received my share of the 
money from the land that was sold to the Government for the process of 
Oahe Dam in Pierre. My sisters and brothers have received their share. 

I wish to block up my present belongings in order to use for my own 
livestock . In 1958 we sold 320 acres to the tribe on supervised 
land sale. This money was held up at Cheyenne agency Indian office. 
The money was released by monthly payments and we cannot afford to 
purchase worthwhile property and livestock. We want this money to be 
released at once. 
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’ I sure would like to sell all my heirship lands to the Oglala Sioux 
so that they may retain Indian ownership of the land and I could use 
the money to strengthen my loan as a rehabilitation client. 

I have minute interest in the on the Cheyenne River Reserva- 
tion in South Dakota. At the present time I am in receipt of a probate 
document from Bismark, N. Dak., which involves some two pages of 
single-spaced names. I just would like to see this trouble somehow 
resolved. The land if it could go to the tribe or a single individual 
might be beneficial. 

My mother, an Indian, died leaving 280 acres of land in the Oahe 
Dam. Taking are to my father, a white man, and we children. My 
father sold his share but our share was held up because at the time all 
land sales were held up until the Indian owners could get an appraisal. 
That was 8 years ago. The man who bought my father’s share is using 
all of the land and the land office at Cheyenne agency, South Dakota, 
refuses to do anything about it. All of the heirs live off the reserva- 
tion and want to sell but we can’t do anything about it. 

I would like to have it all probated and divided and so would my 
brother. 

I have a very small share in heirship land on the Yankton Reserva- 
tion which I would gladly sell. I think small shares, as in my case, 
should be taken care of some way by the Federal Government or even 
by the tribe. I never see the land as it is so far from here, and my 
share is very small. We do hear, however, that it is being overstocked 
by the present lessees. 

I don’t approve of the rules governing proceeds from land sales and 
leasings. They withheld people’s money, collected old debts, and 
penalized them. My debts are outlawed in 3 years in States, yet the 
local Indian office are continually collecting old debts. Local Indian 
office have a rule only to draw checks on 5th and 20th dates of every 
month; that is unfair. A request is made that the office should draw 
check for the owner any hour of day because that is his money. 
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Fort AGENCY 


Questionnaires were mailed to 526 heirs of the Fort Berthold 
Agency and pets eR returns were received from 59 (approximately 
11.2 percent) adult heirs. 


GENERAL INFORMATION 


The median age of Fort Berthold heirs is in the 41- to 50-year age 
category with the following distribution: 21 to 30, 9; 31 to 40, 18; 
41 to 50, 14; 51 and over, 17; and 1 did not answer. Of those report- 
ing, 32 were males and 26 females; 1 did not answer. Forty-nine heirs 
have children with a median of 4 and a grand total of 204. Thirty- 
seit are heads of households and 55 reported being members of the 
tribe, 1 is not, and 3 did not answer. 

The median blood quantum of heirs is full with 38 fullbloods, 9 
of three-quarter Indian blood, 5 of one-half, 1 with one-quarter or 
less, 1 with no Indian blood, and 3 did not answer the question. 
Twenty-nine of the heirs live on the reservation, 28 live off, and 2 
did not answer. Twenty-two heirs live on trust or restricted land. 
Nine heirs reported receiving some form of welfare assistance durin 
1958, and of this number one lived on the reservation, seven live 
off, and one did not answer. 

Only 31 heirs answered the question concerning income, and the dis- 
tribution was as follows: 0 to $1,000, 15; $1,001 to $2,000, 5; $2,001 
to $3,000, 1; $3,001 to $4,000, 4; $4,000 and over, 6. Median income 
was therefore slightly above $1,000. It is interesting to note that 
when the income 1s computed for those living on as compared to those 
heirs living off the reservation, we find a considerable difference. On 
the reservation heirs have a median income in the 0 to $1,000 category, 
whereas the off-reservation heirs have a median income in the $1,001 
to $2,000 category. When income is categorized by blood quantum, 
we find the fullb oods, three-quarter bloods, and those of one-quarter 
or less fall within the 0 to $1,000 category, while those of three- 
park blood are in the $1,001 to $2,000 category. The statistics were 
as follows: 


Indian blood quantum 0 to $1,000 $1,001 to $2,001 to $3,001 to $4,000 and 
$2,000 $3,000 $4,000 over 
10 4 1 3 4 
2 1 0 0 1 
0 0 0 1 
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Occupations of the heirs were as follows: 
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INTERESTS IN HEIRSHIP LAND 


The heirs reported owning interests in 162 tracts of land and 11 of 
these were public domain allotments. Four heirs live on heirship 
land in which they own an interest and three of these were fullbloods. 
Median age of those living on heirship interests was in the 31- to 40- 
year-age category, none received welfare assistance, median income 
from heirship land was between $151 to $200, and median income 
from all sources was below $1,000. One owned other land in fee 
status. 

Median income from heirship lands for all heirs was between $101 
to $150. Eleven heirs had visited their heirship land in 1959, 26 
visited it between 1958 and 1949, 1 between 1948 and 1939, and 21 
did not answer. The majority of Fort Berthold heirs live within 1 
day’s drive of their heirship land. Thirty-five lived within 1 day’s 
drive (1 day’s drive is 300 miles); 3 lived within 2 days’ drive; 1 
within 3 days’ drive; and 9 lived more than 3 days drive from their 
heirship land. 

ACTIONS 


Five heirs reported ranching or farming their heirship interests 
at this time, and 15 used some within the past 10 years. This indicates 
a decrease of approximately 75 percent in the use of heirship land by 
heirs. Sa atc heirs reported attempts to dispose of some heir- 
ship land in the past and 12 succeeded. Of the 10 who answered the 
question concerning to whom the land was sold, 1 sold to the tribe, 6 
to individuals, and 3 to both. In 4 cases the tribe has unsuccessfully 
attempted to purchase heirship interests and in 10 cases other Indians 
have unsuccessfully attempte to do so. Eight heirs have themselves 
tried to buy out other heirs’ interests, 


OPINIONS AND PROPOSALS 


Thirteen heirs have plans. to live on their heirship lands in the 
future, while 17 intend to use the land for ranching and/or farming. 
When asked if they wanted to sell or exchange interests in their heir- 
ship lands, 13 wanted to sell or exchange some, 21 all, 22 none, and 3 
did not answer. Therefore, approximately 60 percent. wanted to sell 
or —- some or all of their heirship lands. One of the questions 
asked the heirs concerned whether or not they wanted the Bureau of 
Indian Affairs to retain control of heirship land. Forty heirs pre- 
ferred the Bureau continue supervisions of the land, 10 wanted the 
supervisions removed, and 9 did not answer. Immediately following 
this question the heirs were asked why they did or did not want the 
Bureau’s supervision removed. Those wanting controls retained in- 
dicated (1) they were not competent to handle their lands, (2) it was 
tax free, (3) they lived too far away to watch over it, etc. ose in 
favor of removal indicated (1) they wanted to sell it, (2) were capable 
of handling it, etc. ‘The text of the comments follows: 


REMOVE CONTROL 
*920 For personal use, as I need it. 
1109 I feel that the people concerned are educated and able to control and 
handle their own affairs. 
1066 I have never: had “no say” on what I could do with my land. Why 
should the agency try and handle my problems? ; 
1178 If it were a public sale I get more money per acre. 
2 Individual’s code number. 
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1197 I want to divide some so I can own two or three tracts for my own 


use. 

1060 This “No” is a personal answer. To others on the reservation I would 
say “Yes.” 

1171 Too many heirships in one lot. 

1175 Want to sell lands, because I’m getting old now. 

1059 Because the Government has no intention to partition or do anything 
while I am living. 

RETAIN CONTROL 


1310 Many are not able to pay taxes and will lose their land through non- 
payment of taxes. 

1045 I want the land to remain untaxed for my children and grandchildren 
until the time comes. End of world. 

986 Because we would not lose it and have our own home in our old 
age tax free. 

1102 Cause I can’t afford to pay tax. 

816 Because we have been relocated from the Garrison Dam and are not 
settled. 

1172 As in our case living away from reservation we cannot always get 
there to watch over the land harvesting. 

810 Because many Indians on the reservation are incompetent to business 
transactions. With Government supervision, the Indian land will fall in 
the category of Federal trust status and which will make the land non- 
taxable. 

1124 The Bureau protects Indian interest. 
1151 Plan to someday make my home there and will exchange or partition 
with the other heirs and have full ownership in one tract. 

856 I don’t know how to manage it. 

947 I think it is better for me. 

971 Because I got other things to worry about right now. 

873 They protect my interest. 

1068 Fearful of any other control. 
1098 Because of their honesty and free services for their work. 
1129 I do not live on the reservation and the Bureau can see to my lease, 


if any. 
1005 It’s in good hands so will leave it that way. 
1001 Tell me a better reason why I should not want Indian Bureau Depart- 
ment to handle all my affairs. 
859 Don’t have to worry about taxes of land that I am using at present. 
1088 Even though it takes forever to transact business, I feel this is one 
way to keep white landowners out of our reservation. 
894 Because I am familiar with their methods and no charges or com- 
missions on their work. 


1285 Security for the people, biggest share would not be able to protect 
their interests. 


1051 Because the Indian Bureau has always handled the leases and every 

heir gets their just due as to dividing, ete. 

1067 Due to the incompetent Indians selling all of their interests and 

requesting Government assistance and living in slum areas. 

1031 Because of lack of schooling and lack of self-supporting farm expe- 

rience and as Indian lack of money we are not ready. 

830 Because the Government knows best what to do and I would never be 

able to pay taxes. 

Question 26b asked the heirs if they would want their interests 
sold and the money divided among the heirs. There were 18 
in favor of having all their interests sold, 9 in favor of some, 13 did not 
want any sold, and 19 did not answer. Therefore, there is a majority 
wanting some or all of their heirship land sold. While this is quite 
clear as a majority opinion, the question arises as to whether this opin- 
ion is opposed by any particular group of heirs. We have cross-tabu- 
lated the answers to this question by various categories, i.e., blood 
quantum, residence, etc., to determine if there is any particular groups 
of heirs in opposition to this. 
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Question 26b. I would like to have the tract(s) of heirship land in which I 
own an interest sold and my share of the money paid to me. 


Categories ~ Sell all |Sellsome| None No 
answer 
Age: 
to 30. 1 1 3 
dg 4 4 2 4 
0 0 0 1 
Total. 18 9 13 19 
Sex: 
Female _-_- 5 6 7 s 
18 9 13 19 
Have ch 
Ye 13 7 12 17 
10. 5 2 1 1 
No answer 0 0 0 1 
Total 18 9 13 19 
Head of household: 
Degree of Indian blood: 
18 9 13 19 
Live on reservation: 
10 4 4 ll 
18 9 13 19 
Live on trust or restricted land 
18 9 13 19 
Live on heirship land: 
Total__ = a 18 9 13 19 
Income from heirship: 
3 0 2 0 
1 0 0 3 
$151 to $200 2 3 1 0 
No answer-. 2 3 4 8 
Total__ 18 9 13 19 
Farm or ranch heirship: 
Yes. — 1 0 3 1 
17 9 10 17 
Total_ “3 18 9 13 19 
Own fee land: e 
7 9 15 
Total__ ‘ 18 y 13 19 
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An examination of the above statistics indicate that in all but three 
categories the heirs want to sell some or all of their heirship interests. 
The three categories are (1) age group 21-30, where one wanted to sell 
all, one waaeet | to sell some and four did not want to sell any; (2) 
three-quarter blood where two wanted to sell some and three none; 
(3) heirs farming or ranching land in which they hold an interest, one 
wanted to sell all interests and three did not want to sell any. Exam- 
ining the returns in these categories a little closer, it is found that 
those in the 21-30 a. oup are composed of five males and four fe- 
males, four are heads of households, all nine are members of the tribe, 
six are fullbloods, one is three-quarters and one is one-quarter or less, 
four live on the reservation, two live on trust land, three received wel- 
fare assistance during 1958, two received less than $1,000 for income, 
one between $1,001 and $2,000, one received more than $4,000, two 
live on heirship land, median income from heirship land was $151- 
$200, three live within 300 miles of their interests and two live over 900 
miles away, one ranches or farms the heirship interest, and three own 
fee lands. The second category (three-quarter bloods) is composed of 
four males and five females, seven are heads of households, all are 
members of the tribe, three live on the reservation, two live on trust 
land, none received welfare assistance, two had incomes of less than 
$1,000, one received between $1,001 and $2,000, and one received more 
than $4,000. None of the three-quarter bloods live on heirship land, 
two of the three-quarter bloods received less than $50 from their heir- 
ship interests, one received between $151 and $200, and one received be- 
tween $501 and $1,000. Median distance of the three-quarter bloods 
from their heirship interests was between 301 and 900 miles, none of the 
three-quarter bloods farm or ranch their heirship lands, and one owns 
fee land. The third group was composed of heirs farming or ranching 
heirship lands. This group is com of two males and three fe- 
males, three are heads of households, all are members of the tribe, 
median blood quantum is full, four live on the reservation, three live on 
trust land, one received welfare assistance, one received less than $1,000 
income, one received more than $4,000, the others did not answer 
the question. Only one of this group lived on heirship land, median in- 
gone or 9 heirship interests was between $51 and $100, and two owned 

ee land. 

The following is a cross tabulation of question 25 concerning 
whether the heirs wanted to sell or exchange interests and question 
26a concerning whether the heirs wanted Bureau supervision of heir- 
ship lands retained. 


Question 26b. I would like to have the tract(s) of heirship land in which I own 
an interest sold and my share of the money paid to me. 


All Some None No 
answer 
Question 26a: 
10 5 ll 14 
Remove Bureau control tniegd J 6 1 2 1 
2 3 0 4 
18 9 13 19 
Question 25: Sell or exchange interests: a 
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The above cross tabulation indicates that those heirs wanting Bureau 
control retained would still prefer that some or all of their interests 
be sold. The same feeling exists among those wanting Bureau con- 
trol removed and those not answering the question concerning Bureau 
control. Of those wanting to sell or exchange some of their land the 
cross tabulation indicates that one wants all of it sold. Among those 
that answered question 25 by checking “none” the cross tabulation 
points out that this group does not want to sell or exchange any land 
whether the individual or the Bureau does the negotiating. A closer 
look at the data concerning this group indicates that they have a 
median age of 31 to 40 years. There were 11 males and 11 females, 20 
had children and 2 did not, 13 were heads of households, 20 were mem- 
bers of the tribe, median blood quantum was full, 12 lived on the reser- 
vation, 8 lived on restricted land, 4 received welfare assistance, median 
income was in the $2,001 to $3,000 bracket, none live on heirship land, 
median income from heirship land was between $151 to $200, only 1 
was ranching or farming on Jand in which he held an undivided inter- 
est, none plan to live on heirship interests, 8 do plan to use their heir- 
ship lands for ranching or farming, and 3 own fee lands. In compar- 
ing this data with the other heirs we find three differences: (1) median 
age is 31 to 40 as compared to 41 to 50; (2) median income is in the 
$2,001 to $3,000 bracket as compared to $1,001 to $2,000 for the other 
heirs; (3) none of this group lives on land in which they hold an 
heirship interest, as compared to approximately 13 percent of the 
others; and (4) approximately 38 percent of this group plan to live 
on their heirship interests in the future as compared to approximately 
18 percent of the other heirs. This may indicate a desire voiced in 
several returns, that of using such lands for retirement. 

Question 27 was an attempt to draw from the heirs suggestions to 
the Congress concerning possible solutions to the problem of heirship 
lands. The question was worded in such a way as to inform the In- 
dians that possible solutions had been offered in the past and four 
of these were listed, then space was left for the heirs to make any rec- 
ommendations he wanted. While the question was not intended to be 
one of multiple choice it was found that 20 heirs simply checked off 
one or the other of the four suggestions and 14 wrote in their own 
suggestions. Of those checking off we find that 10 (50 percent) pre- 
ferred legal action providing that more than half the heirs could 
negotiate for sale, etc. Seven preferred that heirs owning more than 
half the tract could negotiate. Two preferred the state courts han- 
dle all heirship probates and one preferred that a single heir could ap- 
peal to the state courts for probate. Those writing in suggestions 
mentioned sale of the land, nontaxable status, etc. The text of the 
suggestions follow: 

*1310 It should be sold to the tribe or another Indian and keep the land in 
trust status. 

920 re do need the Government to oversee our land deals to some 

extent. 

1134 To be all consolidated into one tract and one ownership. 

1045 I want the land to remain untaxed because if I sell them there will 

be no home for grandchildren in the future. 


1311 I think it would be very good if any heir could get his share separated 
from the rest if he wanted to do it. 
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986 We think the shares should be divided and each could do what they 
wished with their shares. 

1102 Give us more allotment or else our children to buy out the tracts or 
allotments of heirship. 

816 Hold in trust and one heir can petition or sell or lease. 

1109 Sell the land and let each either buy a new tract or do as they need 
to do with the money. 

1201 I left the reservation at 18 years, never have gone back, do not 
know my interests. I would like to know and would like to see every 
individual sell his interests in which he owns a small interest. 

1066 Let one of the heirs or tribe buy all of the others’ share. 

1172 To have the main heirs handle these matters and buy out the minor 
shares. 

805 If one wishes to divide the land, it should be granted, no one should 
deprive other heirs. 

810 Excluding a last will and testament, the heirship land should be 
divided equally so that each heir would have equal voice in land trans- 
actions, such as leasing, partitioning, or to sell. In case of legal action, 
it should never be placed under State courts and State law but always 
under Federal jurisdiction. Why? Any State would want good Indian 
land and mainly to oust the Indian out of house and home (taxes). 


Fifty-three heirs answered the question ome pe whether or not 
they owned land in fee, and 11 did. Approximately 20 percent of 
those heirs answering the question did own land in fee. Of the 11, 8 
paropsene their fee lands, 2 inherited them, and 1 received a fee patent. 

ree of the fee owners received some form of welfare assistance in 
1958, median age was between 31 to 40, eight were fullbloods, one was 
three-quarter blood, one was halfblood, and one was of one-quarter 
Indian blood. Five live on the reservation and six off. Income 
brackets for this group indicate that four make less than $1,000 a year, 
one between $1,001 to $2,000, two earn over $4,000, and four did not 
answer the question. 

Question 29 was an attempt to draw from the heirs any and all com- 
plaints concerning their heirship lands. It was worded in very gen- 
eral terms and was successful in its objective. The most often regis- 
tered complaint concerned a desire for partitioning of interests. Some 
of the heirs want to consolidate their holdings, and several want to sell 
their interests. The full text of these statements follow: 


*1197 The six heirs that are involved in this property have talked it over 
and decided it would be beneficial to us if something could be done 
about dividing our lands up so each of us would not have to sign every 
lease. Sometimes it is almost impossible to get all six signatures. 
This causes delays and creates many problems. 

1201 I think our elders might make wills before they pass away. As our 
present system has as much as 50 people or more on 80 acres. My 
heirship land is so small with other heirs. I have no idea who I inherit 
from. My problem is not knowing my heirships. I have my job, and 
family, therefore, have not had money or time to find out my heirship. 
I do want to sell some land and benefit from perhaps what I can get 
and, combine an heirship. If everyone could receive a map on which 
just the interests are recorded, I am sure most people have my problem. 

1066 Relations using the land never have to pay for leasing it. What 
little lease money I do get and what I don’t—surely doesn’t help me 
any. I pay the same taxes the white people pay. I would never move 
back to the reservation, so why should I want to own land on the 
reservation? I think I have invested my money wisely. Why can’t 
I do the same with my share of the heirship land? 
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Yes, I would like to turn all my land over to my 10 children, as I 
would have to pay taxes on it, and might cause all of them to lose it. 
Also, we wanted to trade lands and get ours all in one unit, but because 
of so many heirships we are having difficulty. We also have heirship 
land scattered all over the reservation. 

I do not like the Indian Bureau’s policy of issuing patent in fees on 
all lands when you only want to obtain a patent fee on one certain 
tract. 

My part on these lands which I have an interest, I would like to sell 
because I don’t get hardly any share out of it. Maybe some time we 
get one apiece and there is too many of us on these lands, it would be 
better if one of us would purchase the land then there wouldn’t be so 
much trouble making out little checks. 

Heirship land and allotted land was not consolidated, possibility of 
getting other land was too time consuming and not sure of getting more 
was reason for me to move away from reservation, and change occu- 
pation. 

No, but I would like to suggest that if an heir holding more than a 
half interest should buy up the smaller ones, as in some cases an indi- 
vidual gets maybe $2 a year or less. This amount goes unnoticed like 
a nickel to a 10-year-old child, whereas if the smaller heir would sell 
his share and maybe buy something he or she could use. Like the 
child would buy a toy with the extra money. In either case that extra 
money, by selling the share, would be more useful. 

Yes, if the council has a full or some responsibility toward a pro- 
gram that will help the individual Indian to consolidate all their heir- 
ship back to the tribe or with the tribe. I feel we and the tribe cannot 
afford to sell any land on this reservation. I for one would like to 
see all land or heirship land should be consolidated back to the tribe 
so my great-grandchildren will have ground to set their foot on. 

Yes, I have heirship land that I would like to trade for land border- 
ing my own land, the rest of the heirs would like to just sell and 
receive the money. I don’t want money, but if it has to be sold for 
cash I could buy land closer to my own, owned by other Indians that 
is also heirship land. I cannot buy it because one heir or more does 
not want to sell. If they would sell with the signatures of say 50 
percent of the heirs I probably could buy all the land I am interested in. 
Otherwise, put all heirship land in the Superintendent’s power and let 
his signature decide if it could be sold, traded, or leased. 

I think all heirship land should be equally divided among the heirs, 
so each one could either farm it himself or lease out to another indi- 
vidual. And make a ruling each person will have to make a will at a 
certain age and give land to one person and specify the location and 
acreage, so that there wouldn’t be 40 or 50 heirs to a 40-acre tract, 
which is very confusing for easements, etc. Hope you can make out what 
I am trying to explain. Their is always a lot of bickering, etc., among 
the heirs to lease land. So if each one had his exact amount of acreage 
he inherited one could do ag he pleased with it, but never see it. 

Would like to divide our shares evenly so we may have our own 
lots, maybe we would take more interest in our property. 

Yes, the rest of the heirs would like to sell to me due to the tract 
of land being in my consolidated unit, I would like to purchase. I am 
ex-serviceman of 4%4 years of Army, guaranteed a GI loan. I have 
been to different land banks requesting loans only to be rejected be- 
cause of my trust status. Tell me, Mr. Chairman, where in the devil 
can I go to receive financial assistance. Even if my Superintendent of 
the agency released me from my trust status, I am branded with dark 
bronze skin which seems to be a barrier in this State. 

Near I own 50-percent interest on —-—— estate containing 320 
acres. There are about 15 persons listed as heirs on the other 50 per- 
cent. I have tried unsuccessfully to have it divided so that I would 
own 160 acres for myself divided from stake to stake so I could then use 
or lease it as I pleased. Since I own more than the other heirs I would 
like for it to be possible for me to choose my half of the estate as I please 
and have it divided. I gave this land to two of my sons but until they 
are of age I still have the say over it. 
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Be sold, for my I’nr getting old and could use it for living expenses 
because I live in town and have to pay for different things. 

To divide the lands equally so as we can trade and own our own shares 
in tracts of land. So as we can sell or lease our own shares, In a case 
of too many heirs to sell the land to the tribal council or one Indian 
able to buy the land. 

I would like to be able to divide heirship land, it would be up to the 
owner to use the land themselves or dispose of the land as they see fit. 

I would like to have other heirship land exchanged with other heirs 
so I may own one tract to myself to live on and operate on. 

I have been ill for over 2 years and have just left the veterans 
hospital for an operation and am going back to the hospital soon. Since 
I have served my country in World War I, I think that now I am old 
and ill I should be allowed to sell all my shares on these inherited lands 
so I ean have some comfort in my old age. The easiest way to settle 
these inherited lands is to sell to the tribe and distribute the money to 
the said heirs. 

Just keep Federal jurisdiction over trust land in any land transactions 
but keep the State out of it. In any heirship land, accurate records 
should be kept because when records are not properly kept some heir 
may be left or inadvertently omitted. Then when a probate hearing is 
held this heir who had been left out tries his utmost to prove his legal 
share but they never take his word because the examiner goes only by 
the records. In some offices too much time is lost by an individual 
getting the runaround. At the present time it is difficult for an individ- 
ual to go some 60 or 70 miles to his agency office to transact business 
regarding land but to be told he must come the next day or next week 
because that particular day the office is closed. An Indian coming to an 
agency office to do business should be given time to see the land people 
and should be given assistance to do this but never get the runaround. 
These individuals holding down these positions are supposed to be 
working for the people and every effort by them to cooperate should be 
shown at all times. 

Yes; I have special problem with my heirship land which I would like 
to bring to your attention. If the State courts take control of heirship 
land I want my land sold and paid to by interest my share; someday if 
I pass away my present allotment will be turn to heirship land and sold 
to white man and divide the money paid to my children now. All my 
children have no land allotments. What land or what place my children 
will make home in the future? By doing this the Indian reservation 
will fall. Therefore I want all the Indian land to remain untaxed. I 
ask your office and Congress to act on it. One mistake done by either 
Congress or the Indian Bureau Indian Allotment Act in 1886 act, who 
are the Indians that sign the agreement at that time. At the end of it 
big trouble confront us landowners. Before 1900 there was no iron stake 
corners and no allotments made. At that time Fort Berthold Reserva- 
tion was tribal land. 
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Pierre AGENCY 


Questionnaires were sent to 710 heirs of the Pierre Agency and 
completed returns were received from 114 (approximately 16.4 per- 
cent) adults. 


GENERAL INFORMATION 


The heirs answering the question were found to be in the following 

age categories : 21 to 30, 22; 31 to 40, 26; 41 to 50, 27; 51 and over, 38; 
and 1 did not answer. Median age fell within the 41 to 50 year cate- 
gory. There were 62 males and 52 females answering the question, 
and 84 heirs have children with a grand total of 302. Eighty-two 
heirs are heads of households and 111 are members of the tribe, 2 
are not, 1 did not answer. Median blood quantum of the heirs is full, 
with 62 fullbloods, 22 of three-quarter Indian blood, 12 of one-half, 
16 of one-quarter or less, 1 with no Indian blood and 1 did not answer. 
The majority of the heirs (64) live off the reservation with only 48 
living on (2 did not answer). Thirty-eight heirs live on trust or 
restricted land, and four of these tracts are off the reservation. Eleven 
heirs received some form of welfare assistance during 1958 and nine 
of them live on the reservation. 

Income for 1958 was reported by 63 heirs as follows: 0 to $1,000, 32; 
$1,001 to $2,000, 6; $2,001 to $3,000, 7; $3,001 to $4,000, 6; and over 
$4,000, 12. Median income was therefore between $1,001 and $2,000. 
A comparison of income for those heirs living on the reservation and 
those living off indicates that median income for the on reservation 

up is less than $1,000 whereas the median for those living off is 
tween $1,001 and $2,000. Income computed by Indian bl uan- 
tum indicates that fullblood median income is less than $1,000, three- 
uarter blood is between $1,001 and $2,000, halfblood is just about 

,000, and quarterblood is just about $2,000. Occupations of the heirs 
were reported as follows : 


Housewife 


88 | Common laborer oe 19 
Farm laborer 7| Retired 7 
Federal Government employee___ 5 | Farmer 5 
Mechanics_ 3 | Rancher. 3 
Unemployed 3 | Waitress 2 
Carpenter 2| Teacher 2 
Guard 1} Welder 1 
Disabled 1} Artist 1 
Employment 1| Student 1 
turer 1| Assistant professor and artist___ 1 
Minister 1 


INTERESTS IN HEIRSHIP LAND 


The heirs reported owning interests in 294 tracts of heirship land, 
of which 25 were public domain allotments. Eleven heirs lived on 
heirship land in which they own an interest and blood quantum of this 
group included six fullbloods, two halfbloods, and three of one-quarter 
or less Indian blood. Median age of this group was in the 41- to 50- 
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year-old category, three received welfare assistance during 1958, me- 
dian income from heirship interests was less than $50, two ranch or 
farm the interest in addition to living on it, and four reported owning 
lands in fee. Median income for this group was less than $1,000. 

Median income for all the heirs from their heirship interests was 
between $51 and $100. The distribution by category is as follows: 
0 to $50, 37 ; $51 to $100, 17; $101 to $150, 12; $151 to $200, 8; $201 to 
$500, 8; $501 to $1,000, 3; $1,001 to $2,000, 1; and 28 did not answer. 
Answers to the question concerning the last time the heirs visited their 
heirship lands indicates that 17 visited it in 1959, 27 between 1958 and 
1949, 4 between 1948 and 1939, 6 prior to 1939, and 60 did not answer. 
The majority of Pierre heirs live within 1 day’s drive (300 miles) of 
their heirship interests, the tabulation reading as follows: 0 to 300 
miles, 67 ; 301 to 600 miles, 3; 601 to 900 miles, 4; 900 miles and over, 
8; and no answer, 32. 


ACTIONS 


Of 108 heirs answering the question only 7 reported using their 
heirship interest to farm or ranch. Twelve have used it within the 
ast 10 years indicating a decrease of about 37 percent in the use of 
eirship lands by the heirs. Fifty heirs have attempted to psy of 
some heirship interests and 21 have succeeded. Of the 21 who suc- 
ceeded, 17 disposed of it to the tribe, 2 to individuals and 1 did not 
answer. In 10 instances the tribe has unsuccessfully attempted to 
buy heirehtp interests and in 9 other cases other Indians have been 
unsuccessful in buying out heirs. Thirteen heirs have attempted to 
purchase the interests of other heirs. 


OPINIONS AND PROPOSALS 


Twenty-four heirs plan to live on some of their heirship land in the 
future, and 20 intend to ranch or farm it. When asked if they wished 
to sell or exchange some or all of their interest in the land, 34 said 
some, 45 all, and 30 did not want to sell or exchange any. Therefo 
approximately 73 percent want to sell or exchange some or all o 
their heirship interests. One of the questions asked of the heirs was 
whether they wanted the Bureau of Indian Affairs to continue to 
supervise the heirship land. Sixty-one wanted the controls continued, 
and 28 were opposed, and 25 did not answer. The reasons given for 
continued supervision included the tax-free status, and protection 
for the Indian among others. Some of the reasons given for remov- 
ing Bureau of Indian Affairs control included administrative difficul- 
ties and the ability of the heir to handle the property himself. The 
complete texts of the statements are as follows: 


CONTIN UE CONTROL 


I was allotted the 160 acres—prefer to keep under present conditions. 

1668 Later in future I would like to ask for a loan for farming. 

1976 Because it will be too much trouble for me. 

1779 Because it is better fixed than anyone. 

1495 Feel fairer treatment will be afforded due to regulations under which 
the present administration has to operate. 
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Supervision is satisfactory. 

Have always protected my interests. 

Superintendent takes ¢are of land. 

Because I am not there to take care of the land. 

It is my belief the Sioux Nation as a whole are and have been pre- 
pared for some time to care for themselves. 

A lot of people can’t afford to pay taxes if the Indian Bureau does not 
control the land. 

Because they keep track of all my heirship land. 

‘The Government take care of all my interest and I want stay that 
way. 

It would be better for me cause I am a disable person in a wheelchair, 
I won’t be able to do much. 

For protection to the Indians.. 

Because I’m living there, and want protection. 

Indians need the protection of the Indian Bureau. 

So I won’t have to pay my taxes on any of it. 

They help the Indian from losing his reservation and protect the 
Indian. 

The Bureau will keep records all in order. 

The BIA is doing a good job in control of heirship land. 

Because the land was given to them and I think they should have the 
say of it. 

Because I don’t know anything about business like that. 

In case any purchase or sell that I may be notified. 

Because of the fact that some lands are owned by a number of heirs 
that it would save much confusion. 

Too many heirs and would save much confusion. 

The Bureau has caused the average reservation Indian to become too 
entirely helpless to manage his own affairs. 

Cause being a church minister no time to do my business. 

I am against termination of the reservation. And for protection of 
mineral rights. 

Because they will be a protection. 

I want the land to remain in trust status. Even though I object to 
some of the policies and procedures, I feel it is being administered better 
than if the land was thrown open or put under some other agency for 
administration. 

I’m not sympathetic to the BIA—but in favor of holding land in trust 
if this is the sole way of holding the Government to treaty contracts. 

At present I think it is well handled to our best. 

Try to graduate the Indian into the white race by degree of blood 
and degree of education, the majority are not ready yet. 

To our interest as a whole. 

Due to small interests. 

Because they are capable to run a project as large Indian control. 

Because of the agreement the Department of Interior has with the 
Sioux Indians. 

Ferg service by the Superintendent of reservation Indian Agency 
ce. 

Yes and no; we need better cooperation on the part of the Indian 
Department. 

All records are kept by the office, however we should be informed 
of matters readily. 

To protect my interest, even though small. 

We have better check on all business. 

It will be better for me because I’m too old to do my own business. 

Until a suitable answer is found I am afraid that his land will 
ws guateg in value due to the difficulty of bargaining with so many 

eirs. 
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REMOVE CONTROL 


I believe I can make own agreements with lessor, etc. 

2025 #$=‘Its ours yet we can’t do anything about it. 

1746 Oldage. 

1416 I want to transact my own control of my heirship lands. 

1348 wo 6 use we have never realized anything but very little from these 

1755 Leases are not paid every year. 

1632 Being a businessman, I feel strongly that I can handle my own 
transactions and have for many years. 

1994 Too much restrictions. 

1406 Lived away from the reservation since 1936, made good living and 
don’t intend to ever go back. 

1932 Because I want to sell, and the Indian Bureau will not permit it. 

1713 The quota is to small to make any use of only 50 cents an acre. It’s 
just too cheap. 

1870 Since I got married again and have a home here I like to enlarge and 
improve my present home. 

1966 I believe I’m competent to do my own transactions without the assist- 
ance of the above BIA. 

1610 Because we can’t lease to whom we want to. 

1765 Wardship of Indian people is obsolete, the whole system eventually 
be placed under State jurisdiction. 

1672 I think I’m able to transact my own holdings due to redtape its 
impossible. 

1414 The land is sold at too low prices and leasing is too low per acre. 

1339 Have lived off the reservation 26 years and don’t intend to go back. 

1734 Because it takes so long for a small payment and such a long delay. 


Question 26(b) asked the heirs if they would want their interests 
sold and the money divided. Fifty-eight heirs wanted all their lands 
sold, 19 wanted some sold, and 14 did not want any sold. Therefore, of 
those that answered, a clear majority wanted some or all of their heir- 
ship lands sold. To carry this one step further the heirs wanting all 
their interests sold (58) were a clear majority over those wanting some 
sold (19) and those not wanting any sold (14). 

While this is quite clear as a majority opinion the question arises 
as to whether this opinion is oppor by any particular group within 
the heirs. We have cross tabulated the answers to this question by 
various categories, i.e., blood quantum, residence, etc., to determine 
if there is any significant difference of opinion held by particular 
groups of heirs. 
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(26b) I would like to have the tract(s) of heirship land in which I own an 
interest sold and my share of the money paid to me. 


Categories Sell all | Sellsome| None No an- 
swer 

Age: 

ee to 30 duit 13 1 6 
ING 1 0 0 0 

Total. —_ 58 19 14 23 
37 7 13 
21 14 7 10 
0 0 0 0 
Total_. 58 19 14 23 
Have children: 
Yes... 42 15 12 15 
16 4 2 8 
No answer. Lsvetodueunnaibaseeanesaeeteel 0 0 0 0 
Total__ 58 19 14 23 
Head of household: 
44 12 ll 15 
eee nae 14 7 3 8 
No answer. 0 0 0 0 
Total. 58 19 14 23 
of Indian blood: 

Deere 28 12 9 13 
9 4 3 6 
13 1 1 1 
None__. 0 0 1 0 
No answer. 1 0 0 0 

Total. 58 19 14 23 

Live on reservation: 

tices 21 8 10 9 
37 ll 12 
No answer. 0 0 0 2 
Total 58 19 14 2 

Live on trust or restricted land: 

16 5 10 7 
No answer... 3 1 0 + 

Living on heirship land: 

Yes. 5 2 2 2 
ae 53 17 12 16 
0 0 0 5 
Total_ 58 19 14 23 
Income from heirship land: 

to $50__..... 23 3 6 5 
13 2 2 0 
3 4 1 0 
No answer. abns 10 4 3 ll 
Total_ 58 19 14 23 

Farm or ranch heirship: 

Yes... 3 0 2 2 
0 0 0 6 

Total_ 58 19 “4 23 

Own fee land: 

Yes... 12 3 4 4 
No 36 13 8 12 
No answer. 10 3 2 7 

Total. 58 19 14 23 
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The foregoing statistics indicate that the majority of the heirs in 
most of the various categories want some or all of their land sold. 
If we compare those wanting all sold to those wanting just some or 
none, we find the former still retain a majority. The only category 
that differs from the general trend is the heirs who receive between 
$501 to $1,000 from their heirship interests. Only two heirs are con- 
cerned, one wanting to sell some of his interest and the other none. 

An interesting picture is presented by cross-tabulating questions 
25, 26a, and 26b, as follows: 


(25b) would like to have the tract(s) of heirship land in which I own an 
interest sold and my share of the money paid to me. 


Sell all |Sellsome| None No 
answer 
25. Do you want to sell or exchange your undivided interests in 
heirship land? 
Yes, some 10 18 2 4 
41 0 0 4 
ae 7 1 12 10 
No answer. 0 0 0 5 
Total 58 19 14 23 
26a. I wand.the nen Bureau to keep its present control of the 
Yes__ 10 11 15 
16 6 3 3 
No answer-_ 17 3 0 5 
Total 58 19 14 23 


Those heirs stating they did not want to sell or exchange their inter- 
ests, in answer to question 25, eight answered question 26 indicating 
they did want to sell some or all of their interests. It is possible that 
the heirs interpreted question 25 to mean that they personally would 
have to sell or exchange their interest, and this particular group did 
not want to handle the negotiations themselves but would sell if the 
Government did. The cross-tabulation also points up another inter- 
esting picture. Of those heirs wanting Bureau of Indian Affairs con- 
trol continued over their heirship land, the majority still wanted to 
sell all their heirship interests. Anothad interesting point is that the 
heirs who did not answer the question concerning continued Govern- 
ment control did express their wish to have heirship land sold. 

Question 26c asked the heirs if they would want all restriction re- 
moved from their heirship interests so that they and the other heirs 
could handle it themselves. This resulted in a tie with 39 in favor, 
39 opposed, 36 did not answer. 

Question 27 was an attempt to draw from the heirs to make sug- 
pestions to the Congress concerning possible solutions to the problem. 

he question was worded in such a way as to inform the Indians 
that possible solutions had been offered in the past and four of these 
were listed, then space was left for the heirs to make any recommen- 
dations he wanted. While the question was not intended to be one of 
multiple choice, it was found that 23 heirs simply checked off one of 
the s tions, while 35 wrote in their own. Of the group that 
checked off one, there were eight heirs in favor of (b) which rovided 


that more than half the heirs could negotiate sales, etc. e others 
were evenly divided with five preferring heirs owning more than half 
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the tract having control, five in favor of one heir appealing to the 
State courts, five in favor of all heirship probates handled by State 
courts under State law. Of the 35 heirs writing in suggestions, 20 
suggested the land be sold, some preferring to the tribe. Several other 
suggestions offered included partition, placing it under State law, etc. 
The suggestions follow: 
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1331 
1776 


1588 
1978 


1898 
1976 
1339 


1414 
1672 
1610 
1966 
1932 
1406 


1755 
1626 


1398 
1357 


1715 


All land one-quarter section and under should be collected and re- 
Fer when owned by four or more persons except when in immediate 

amilies. 

I believe the land should be sold to the highest bidder under sealed 
bids by the Government. 

The Congress should pass a good legislation, have the tribe or Gov- 
ernment buy all the heirship, appraise value of land not cheap. 

Start eliminating by degree of blood and degree of education, there are 
some who cannot read or write. 

Since individal interests are small, I would favor a plan which 
would return this land to tribal ownership and administration. 

It is my problem to sell all heirship land to be sold, if one has too 
many heirs, if two-thirds sign it. 

You should encourage one, of few heirs to buy out the others. As it 
is now, there are so many heirs, that each receives only a few pennies 
from the land. If none of the heirs is interested in the land, the tribe 
should have the first chance to buy the land. 

Legal action that would place the settlement of all heirship land 
problems to sold. 

The Government could purchase such lands back at a fair market 
price and reallocate it to those who desire to improve the land or run 
cattle on it. Such cases would call for Government subsidy. In time 
when such subsidy is returned let the Indian own his land without 
Government restrictions and again in time abolish reservations. 

Feel no change should be made. 

I think we ought to be left along the way the Government handling 
our land as they know all about our land, inherited land. 

Some restrictions should be lifted so that a person could sell heirship 
with less redtape. 

I don’t have that much interest in my share of land that would help 


you. 

I think that all heirship land should be disposed of immediately due 
to oncoming heirs through deceased heirs making the estate worthless 
to anyone. 

It would be better under State law and State courts where it could 
be looked after and a proper return made of all interests. 

To make it possible to choose our own buyers, value, in my case I’m 
paying for a home in Rapid City, S. Dak. 

We think the land should be divided and title issued. So we know 
what is ours then we would have the right to do as we please. 

In many cases, it would somewhat be less expensive on all heirs if 
one would transact on estate concerned. 

All heirship land should be sold to one individual as there are too 
many heirs, land should be disposed of so the money could be used. 

I have but 80 acres which I am a sole heir and with the sale of this, 
I can build an addition to my one room house, I own two lots here in 
Pierre. 

I think patents on all unused heirship lands be issued so that people 
can sell the land for their benefit, before it becomes too fractionated. 

Get rid of all Government controls of land and allow the Indians to 
handle there own matter. 

I think that the land should be sold with the consent of one heir. 

I would say that heirship lands be sold and buy a tract of land in 
one, for their own use. 

Heirship lands should be sold, when one shareowner dies, his share 
goes to his heirs and the amount gets smaller and takes a lot of book- 
work. 


1 Individual’s code number. 
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I think all heirship land should be sold. 

I would like for the Government to sell all of these heirship lands 
and use this money to help some young intelligent Indians to get started 
in a business or trade. 

I think the ones who are a member of a certain reservation should 
sell out his or her share if they married off the reservation to make a 
home. 

I don’t plan on living around there so I can’t say. 

Sell the land, pay the heirs their share, cause there is too much 
confusion. 

Should be sold before it has to be divided again. 

This land should be sold; we do not get enough lease; never intend 


to use. 

Sell all of it before it has to be divided again. 

I would suggest; all heirship lands be sold, preferably to tribal 
councils, and these funds placed in a revolving account, to be used, 
to set up the above-average intellectual Indian. 

That all heirship land be sold, especially land that’s owned by so 
many heirs. 


Question 28 asked the heirs if they owned any fee land. Twenty- 
three heirs, or approximately 25 percent of those answering, stated 
they did own land in fee. The median age category of fee owners 
was 41 to 50, as follows: 21 to 30, three; 31 to 40, eight; 41 to 50, five; 
51 and over, seven. Median blood quantum was three-quarters dis- 
tributed as follows: fullblood, nine; three-quarter blood, five; half- 
blood, seven; one-quarter or less, one; and no Indian blood, one. Of 
the 23 owning land in fee, 7 live on the reservation and the other 16 
live off. Six of the 23 received some form of welfare assistance dur- 
ing 1958. Seventeen fee owners reported their incomes, and the me- 
dian was between $2,001 and $3,000. Of 18 fee land owners answer- 
ing the question, 12 wanted the Bureau to retain control of heirshi 
land. The heirs owning fee land were asked how they acquired suc 
land. Nineteen answered the question, 11 by purchase, 4 inherited it, 
3 received patent in fees, and 1 by gift. 

Question 29 was an attempt to draw from the heirs any and all 
complaints concerning their heirship lands. It was worded in very 
general terms and was successful in its objective. The most often 
registered complaint concerned lack of knowledge about their hold- 
ings, difficulties in selling, leases are too low, etc. The text of the 
complaints follow: 


1734 One particular problem is we have to wait on the Government em- 
ployee to decide when they feel like making out payments, its always 
being delayed. It seems to me these payments could be made early. 
If its paid in on time most lessees neglect to make payments on time 
and that’s not fair. They should make payments right on time and 
the leases were to raise every year, this has been neglected. The 
Agency lets some sell land and rejects others this is wrong and should 
be corrected. 

I would like to sell land and buy another piece of land of my own 
so I could lease it out to someone near my land. 

I am one of several heirs to land that my aunt left us. I 
get a small share from several pieces of land that she owned before 
she died. These pieces of land are on the Crow Creek Reservation, 
Fort Thompson, 8. Dak. These lands should be partitioned and sold 
for the ones who do not stay on the reservation. I live 1,500 miles 
from these lands and I will get a small amount of lease money from 
these lands. I live here in Oregon and will never go back to that 
reservation. I pay taxes here on my home. 
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All of my heirship land are under control of the Indian Bureau and 
my leases have been very irregular. These leases are inadequate to any 
great advantage. In the event that I be authorized to sell. I can buy 
me a small home and further improve my living conditions. After 
living away from the reservation all these years and going back is 
the least of my thoughts. 

The land which I have connection. with has too many heirs. And 
there is no way to reach an agreement with anyone so that it may be 
sold. The land can be sold, because it has good grazing and stock 
dam. The tribal council asked me 3 years ago if I wanted to sell my 
part and sent a questionnaire, but I have never received an answer. 
I have lived off the reservation for 25 years and live on social security 
so have no use for the land and my portion is so small that I could never 
put to use. 

First I would be pleased to have the liquor law repealed so Indians 
would not be allowed to use it. Also the white population. Then I 
would like some strict rulings on illegitimate children and A.D.C. Then 
I would like the land put back in trust and the Indian’s exempt from 
taxes. I would like to see the land bought back from the white ranchers 
and the reservation restored to the Indians with large numbers of cattle, 
horses, hogs, and poultry. Some Brahma cattle for rodeos. A large 
entertainment area where rodeos could be held, baseball games and 
Indian dances. A large log house for arts and crafts with a tea room 
where Indian foods could be sold. A good hospital, plenty of good 
water, a large mechanic shop, soil conservation project, Indian owned 
stores, a strong clergy, high and grade school with vocational training, 
compulsory education. Every able-bodied person working and each 
family in a home of their own. Places provided for the aged and crip- 
pled. Strong supervision right here on the reservation. I am very 
much against bids for leasing and selling land. Also the way Indian 
land is leased which is for grazing and if we cut it for hay we must pay 
an additional fee of 40, 50, or 60 cents an acre extra and you can cut 
hay only every other year. You can pasture only 10 head on a quarter 
so you can see this is very expensive. At present we have few Indian 
operators, the white ranchers hold the controlling acres and we have 
tough sledding to make a go of it. 

I feel the Indians here on our reservation are desperately in need of 
physical, spiritual, and moral help. With the help of your committee 
and God’s help I hope we will see a brighter future for our own Indian 
people. 

I would like to sell all of my heirship lands and move to some city 
where there is work at all times. As I am a single man and should be 
out where there is work at all times, I have been away from the reser- 
vation, that is Lower Brule Tribe, 30 years. So this calls me a non- 
resident. 

I know many people like myself who own shares in many pieces of 
land. This land is nearly impossible to do anything with, such as sale 
or lease because of the amount of heirs involved. For instance, I have 
one-eighteenth share of one-quarter section of land that we have tried to 
sell several times, but could not get all interested parties. This will 
never do me any good except for a few dollars of lease money per year. 
I feel that if all such tracts were collected and reparceled in collective 
groups, for instance my four tracts in one. I would have a chance for 
a fair income or enough to live on myself. If something isn’t done soon 
more tracts will be divided by heirship until it is impossible to solve. 
To illustrate take the one-eighteenth share I have and divide it among 
my heirs (5) and see what you have. Then think of the mess just one 
more generation of division will produce. 

Do not receive enough information from agency concerning my in- 
terest: (1) Where land is. (2) Who leases. (3) Do I get adequate 


lease. 
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Land is the biggest resource of the Indian, therefore the Department 
handling land matters should have the employees with college degrees in 
land economics or similar training. All the jobs in these departments 
are high paid, but the requirements seem to be rather low. This per- 
tains to the agency level on the reservation, I think that it would be 
practical to run a survey. The idea of the abstracting company should 
be looked into, and comparative operating costs be made. If steps are 
to be made toward termination this would be one big step, because the 
land departments are the big department in each agency. 

I would like to sell all my share while I am still living and make use 
of money because after all if I happen to die it will cause that much 
more heirs to my heirs of lands which I have interest in now. 

In leasing out an heirship land for 2 or more years the local superin- 
tendent of Indian agency has stated a law is passed where if a lessor 
pays in 2 years lease money, 1 year of it pays out 'to you and the rest each 
year after and a small fee goes to the tribal council. I think this is 
unfair. Land sales are posed and if the buyer is not popular, he is 
rejected. 

The land problem is not as bad as some think it is. All business are 
take care of—however we need better cooperation—better understand- 
ing. When we are on business—we want action on the part of the Indian 
Department. 

I believe the agency has handled the heirs interest exceedingly well, 
but I know that too much expenses has incurred in the handling to 
continue. That is one reason for selling. Another reason I am not 
getting any younger, and might as well enjoy the proceeds now. 

The Indian land problem of undivided heirship restrictions has been 
imposed by the Indian Department in the past. There should be a 
continuing supervision on some Indian lands—the incompetent. We 
need more of the every day business way. In fact we have too many 
employees, years ago there was only one man who handled all the land 
business—today we have five to do 'the job. 

We want better understanding between Indian office and the Indians. 
We go many miles on our business and find ourselves sort of neglected 
and go home with not getting what we were after. Don’t you think the 
at ap Government has not fulfill its obligations in prompt dealing 
with us 

The problems of heirship land will continue. It needs legal action 
by State courts to be able to see by firsthand records available to them 
to work out the problems. Indian people (heirs) who choose to live on 
heirship land should have a legally preferred right to accumulate the 
land by exchange or purchase by which one or two may realize a living 
thing from it. It also needs financial support (Federal funds) to make 
it possible for Indian people to do this. Also require taxes to be paid. 
This will create incentives and motivations and eliminate laxy heirship 
hangers on. 

Due to my age and physical health circumstances and failing eye 
vision. I want to sell all my share of heirship land to the Rosebud Sioux 
Tribe of South Dakota. As I state in article No. 21 the superintendent 
never gave my any reply if the tribe will buy my share of undivided 
heirship land. I gave the reasons why I want to sell all my share of 
heirship lands in Rosebud Reservation. I am an enrollee and living on 
Lower Brule Reservation of South Dakota. I will never use the land, 
then due to my age and failing health, in case I die there will more heirs 
come in my estate, so as to prevent more bookwork I wish to sell my 
share in Rosebud Reservation but in Crow Creek Reservation I have a 
very little share in heirship land, therefore we eventually sell them in 
near future. 

Yes as a nonresident I have no say as to disposal, rent, or leasing 
of land so have to accept anything the council votes on. Which I feel 
at times is unjust. And the compensation for the nonresident is far 
from equal to residents. For example: The Fort Randall Dam settle- 
ment: Money has already been appropriated. Asa nonresident my share 
would be $801.74—but because I have no vote for a member on the 
council I will only get $493.75. So I lose $307.99, that’s unfair. More 
important, who gets that $307.99? 
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The Government gives us these lands many years ago and our in-laws 
give us land. This land of mine is in South Dakota, Fort Thompson; 
North Dakota, Fort Yates; Montana, Fort Peck. I would like to give 
all of this land up for just one piece of land for my own. Because we 
don’t have the say-so of our land we have now. All we want is one piece 
of land and a title. I am a fullblood Sioux Indian and I believe I have 
the same rights as white people. 

The Indian office in South Dakota will give us no information whatso- 
ever as to where our land is situated and how much land we own. 
The land is not paying us any benefits now and I think it should be 
sold. Is there such a thing as having land in a taking area which would 
make it impossible for us to receive some kind of compensation for it? 

I sure like to sell a piece of land of my mother’s. I have 40 acres and 
my son has 40 acres on their land too, we like to sell it. And I have 
160 acres in North Dakota Standing Rock, my sister got 160 acres too on 
these land, we sure like to sell it. My father’s land, their land was for 
sale before; but we don’t know why, they didn’t buy it. I heard it’s a 
good land; water too; good for cattle, all together it’s 320 acres, if you 
can please sell it for me. 

All I received at various times, small checks, never over a dollar. 
That’s supposed to be from rental, for grazing, cutting hay. But I have 
no acknowledgment where this land is located, or how many persons re- 
ceived money from this land. I am now living in Hast Orange, N.J. 

Due to small scattered interest—and also to due to other heirs oppos- 
ing transactions these small interests are of no benefit to me. If the 
Federal Government purchased these small tracts of land which would 
run into many acres and then—make it a tract land for Indian use 
where possible. It will still remain an Indian land. 

If you will note that I have received the amount of rental (72 cents) 
due to me which cost the Government more and still more to cash the 
check. Therefore, I think when too many heirs it should be sold back to 
the tribe if same has the money. One other problem, I think the Super- 
intendent or any Government official should not interfere with sale, 
leases, etc., as such “supervised sale.” When the Superintendent has 
power of attorney on such, we wait from 6 months to 2 years before 
anything is done. We can’t do this or that until Superintendent says 
so, which is not right to the individual. He can advise but to stop or 
delay us in our business is foolishness. As a whole I believe my tribe 
does not approve or want the Superintendent as a power of attorney. 

My attention’s [intention] that I would like to own land, where my 
grandson can farm, this way the land is too far from us, if I can buy 
land. Sell all my heirship land that I own and buy a piece of land. 
This is way we are listing [leasing] land to farm. If I can’t sell it, I 
would like to try it. One of them two ways. 

I bought two shares from two heirship owners from an undivided 320- 
acre tract of heirship land; 160 acres from one party and 80 acres from 
the other party. And, I am interested in the other 80 acres in this 
tract of land which goes to heirs. It has been 5 years or more since I 
have been trying to buy this 80 acres through the Indian office. I would 
like to know why this doesn’t go through the Indian office. I want full 
title of this land—as I hold the largest share. 

I would like to sell my heirship land and buy a large enough house 
for my family here in Pierre, also enough lots to set the house on and 
small garden and playground for the children, four to six lots. 

As I understand some of the heirship land run up 50 or 60 or more 
heirs to maybe 160 acres. In a case like that the Indian office ought 
to have the say-so, where there is two or three, they, the Indians can 
manage lease it to whom they want through the Agency. 

The tract we now own is not partition. My sister and I would like 
to have it legally partitioned so that we can do as we like, probably 
move on it or still have a good field of some sort. Right today we can’t 
do a thing only hay lease or graze lease which amounts to about $50 
per year. Our general problem with our Indian land is a tough situa- 
tion. At first it was given to us to make a living on, now it’s the white 
man’s turn. 
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More and more the tribal council is emerging as the sole salvation of 
the Indian people—in most instances heirship land was arrived at with- 
out wills being executed, by tribal custom, etc. This being so legislation 
should be pushed which would allow the tribe to regain control and 
ownership of the land—provided an heir should be allowed to retain 
his interest if it is sufficient for him to make a good living—for instance 
I receive about $18 from heirship lands every year. Multiply this a few 
times for the common good. I think this tribe is better off with the 
land than me. Individual allotments shouldn’t have been made in the 
first place. 

My mother is white and my father was killed in the Korean war so 
all of our lands she also has an interest in and her shares are deeded 
and she has to pay taxes on it (no designated part of land). And the 
taxes are a very few cents less than what little lease she gets and we 
cannot sell it because the Indian office won’t permit it. Would be better 
for everyone concerned to sell it. 

I would like to lease my own the land, the farmers pay $7-$10 an 
acre rent. Why is it the leases are so cheap, 20 cents an acre as I know 
this from practical experience. Why so the Indian land be cheap and 
white renters getting rich by using Indians for nothing. The year’s 
lease only $82 while they grave from 100 to 400 head of cattle a year, 
for one steer over $238.50. They get rich while the Indians have to 
suffer the loss. I myself prefer the restrictions be lifted so we may 
profit more by leasing our own land. 

I’m trying to sell my heirship land and would appreciate your advice 
on how I could get a buyer. I got one offer from the Lower Brule 
Tribal Council. But they are going to give me just what they think 
the land is appraised for. I’ve never seen the land and I don’t know 
how many heirs there are. But if I keep the land, in about 10 years 
from now there be so many heirs added on, that I’d probably get 2 cents 
a year from my land. So would like to sell my share right away. 

I would like to get rid of all the Government regulations with refer- 
ence to controlling land and allow us to take care of ourselves. 

I want all my land sold—what little interest I have—because I don’t 
want no one to have my share in all the land I come in on. 

At the present time attempting to secure $2,500 loan, using the land 
as security, for the purpose of making a substantial downpayment on a 
home. I have as yet been unable to obtain any information from the 
Pierre Indian Agency whether or not this is possible. I am not in- 
terested in selling the land that is being offered as security. The loan 
could be repaid without any difficulty I am sure, and at the present time 
would be most helpful and beneficial tome. I always seem to encounter 
difficulty in obtaining information of any kind regarding land transac- 
tions from the Agency. Perhaps this is Bureau policy not to divulge 
information to the landowners. I firmly believe the land should be left 
in trust status for several reasons and definitely not left to the dis- 
cretion of the State courts or under their jurisdiction and under State 
laws. I am aware of the many problems faced by leaving the land in 
its present status, however, at the present time I am not in fear of 
losing ownership and under different circumstances this might be the 
case. 

I know there are a great many problems such as the signatures of 
all heirs must be obtained before the heirship land can be leased; this 
I have been doing for many years. I also know it’s a protection for the 
Indian with no education, but for those of us, who have the experience 
in the business world, should be given the right to handle the land 
matters ourselves. The only suggestion I would like to make is this: 
Have the Indians, who have the experience in the business world to 
transact their own heirship matters. Because, it’s high time we Indians 
do our own thinking, instead of the Indian Bureau. 

I would like to see a geological survey of potential mineral resources 
on all tribal and heirship land. 

I think my problem is the best to do with this heirship land is to 
sell it and divide the money because some heirship lands has to many 
heirs unless if I want to keep my share to live on but one thing bad on 
this is not divided. 
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We haul drinking water 7 miles, there is artesian well 1144 miles but 
not fit to drink only for washing. We want to sell all other land 
(heirship land) so as to have a shallow well by our house. 

I do not receive lease money every year as some people think the 
office people here are too high. If I have control, I can always get 
something for it. I want to sell some of my heirship land so that we 
can build an addition to our small two-room house with household and 
and in general improve our living condition. 

I think these lands should be sold and the proceeds distributed to the 
heirs. Many of us are getting up in years and may never live to realize 
any benefits from said lands. In my case I do not expect to make my 
home on the reservation any more. I remember these heirship lands 
I have interest in ever since I was a little boy, over 50 years ago. It 
seems the settlement of these lands were dragging along year after 
year even at that time. To tell the truth I have never entertained any 
thoughts of ever realizing anything from them. 

I would like to sell all the heirship I have in my lands, and with it 
I like my patent fee for all my lands. I have 4 years of school yet to 
be pastor. So in Jesus’ name I’ll ask you this. If so let me have my 
patent fee, yes, I have brothers, too, but everything is OK by them. 
Cause, me being a church helper, so please help me out at early con- 
venience, thank you, sir. 

In 1952 our family sold land to the U.S. Government on which they 
built the school, and we have not been paid for the land yet, 
although the school has been in operation since then. We are told at 
one time that it was inherited land, which would account for the delay, 
which is why I have answered the questions above asI have. Actually, 
we children bought the land from my father several years before his 
death. 

There has been lots of mistreating us—ones that are members of the 
Lower Brule Reservation—like a payment was made twice and the 
tribe only gave us half of the amount, because we are not living on our 
own reservation, and they keep half of our check, because we never 
help them vote when the election’s down there on this Cheyenne Reser- 
vation. They gave out their full amount, whether or not they are 
living on or off their reservation. I think they should give us our full 
payments, as we never get loans, since we are married off our reser- 
vations, 

I bought a piece of land which was 12% acres, and this was put in a 
question. Which I received a patent in fee from the Indian office in 
1919, and the answer of this will be held in trust, which I now desire to 
receive a patent in fee for this land, which I am living on this land now 
at this time. 
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Questionnaires were mailed to 4,060 heirs of the Pine Ridge Agency 
and 480 (approximately 11 percent) completed returns were receiv 
from adults. 


GENERAL INFORMATION 


Median age category of Pine sag heirs is in the 41-to-50-year 
category. oe distribution was as follows: 21 to 30, 75; 31 to 40, 88; 
41 to 50, 101; 51 and over, 211; no answer, 5. Of those answering 
the question, 234 were males and 240 females (6 did not answer). 
Three hundred and seventy-four have children with a grand total of 
1,527. Heads of households number 285 and 445 heirs reported bein 
members of the tribe (17 were not, 18 did not answer). Median bloo 
quantum is three-quarter with the following distribution: fullbloods, 
219; three-quarter bloods, 75; halfblood, 90; one-quarter or less 
Indian blood, 84; and no Indian blood, 1. Of those heirs answering 
259 live on the reservation and 214 do not (7 did not answer). One 
hundred and ninety heirs live on trust or restricted land, and six of 
the group live on such lands off the reservation. Welfare assistance 
was received by 123 heirs during 1958, and of this number 87 live on 
the reservation, 35 live off (1 did not not answer). 

Only 204 heirs answered the question concerning 1958 income and 
the median was in the $1,001-to-$2,000 category. The distribution was 
as follows: 0 to $1,000, 84; $1,001 to $2,000, 39; $2,001 to $3,000, 27; 
$3,001 to $4,000, 15; $4,001 and over, 39. When income is com- 
puted for those living on as compared to those living off the reserva- 
tion we find a considerable difference. On-reservation Indians have a 
median income below $1,000 whereas those living off the reservation 
have a median between $1,000 and $2,000. When median income is 
categorized by blood quantum we find fullbloods have a median income 
of less than $1,000, three-quarter bloods have a median of about $2,000, 
halfbloods have a median between $2,001 and $3,000, and one-quarter 
bloods have a median between $1,001 and $2,000. 

Occupations of the Pine Ridge heirs were reported as follows: 


Cafeteria 1 
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Construction 4| Automobile 5 
Dormitory attendant 3| Helper, civil 1 
Boilermaker. . 2| Vocational rehabilitation specialist. 1 
Aircraft 2| Boiler plant 1 


INTERESTS IN HEIRSHIP LAND 


Heirs of Pine Ridge reported owning interests in 1,207 different 
heirship estates, and of this number 126 were public domain allot- 
ments. Seventy-three heirs live on land in which they own an un- 
divided interest, and of this number six were fullbloods. Median age 
of the group was 51 and over, 26 received welfare assistance in 1958, 
median income from their heirship interests was between $101 and 
$150, 47 ranch or farm on the heirship land, and 11 own other lands 
in fee. Median income for this group was less than $1,000. 

Three hundred fifty heirs answered the question concerning in- 
come from heirship land and the median was $51 to $100. The dis- 
tribution was as follows: $0 to $50, 140; $51 to $100, 82; $101 to $150, 
31; $151 to $200, 31; $201 to $500, 47; $501 to $1,000, 10; $1,001 to 
$2,000, 4; and $2,001 and over, 5. Of the heirs who had seen their 
heirship land, 78 visited it during 1959, 157 between 1958 and 1949; 
19 between 1949 and 1939, and 14 prior to 1939. The majority of the 
heirs live within a day’s (300 miles) drive of the heirship interests, 
with the distribution as follows: 0 to 300 miles, 286 ; 301 to 600 miles, 
23; 601 to 900 miles, 11; 900 miles and over, 45; no answer, 115. 


ACTIONS 


Forty-two heirs are now using heirship lands for ranching or 
farming and 70 have used their interests within the past 10 years. 
This indicates an approximate 38 percent decrease in the use of heir- 
ship lands for farming and ranching by the heirs. Attempts to sell 
some of their heirship interests were reported by 173 heirs and 57 
were successful in doing so. The majority of these sales were made 
to individuals. Twenty-six heirs reported the tribe had unsuccess- 
fully attempted to purchase their heirship interests and 39 reported 
that other heirs had attempted to buy them out. The heirs them- 
selves tried in 29 cases to buy out others. 


OPINIONS AND PROPOSALS 


_ One hundred thirty-nine heirs plan to live on their heirship land 
in the future and 135 plan to ranch or farm their interests. When 
asked if they wanted to sell or exchange some or all of their heirship 
interests, 147 wanted to sell or exchange some, 151 all, 129 none and 
53 did not answer. Therefore, approximately 69 percent of those 
answering the question want to sell or exchange some or all of their 
heirship interests. One of the questions asked the heirs concerned 
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whether they wanted the Bureau of Indian Affairs to continue super- 
vision of the heirship land, 236 heirs were in favor of continued super- 
vision, 124 opposed and 120 did not answer. When queried as to why 
they did or did not want this supervision removed those wanting to 
retain supervision expressed fears of being cheated, did not want to 

ay taxes, did not feel competent to handle the land, wanted to retain 
land in Indian ownership, ete. On the other hand, those heirs want- 
ing the supervision removed expressed the desire to sell their interests 
felt they could get more for leases than the Bureau, complained of 
too much redtape, felt the Bureau sells Indian land too cheap, etc. 
The full text of these comments follows: 


KEEP CONTROL 


15727 A majority of the lands now in my control are considered to be key 
tracts to the tribe and I believe they should be given all assistance 
necessary to buy this land for future Indian use. 

5673 To protect the title. 

3704 Owners of trust allotments are wards of the Government and should 
not be permitted to sell off their heritage, very small percentage of 
the Nez Perce Tribe are not competent to handle their own affairs suc- 
cessfully. 

2889 I would like to keep my share of the heirship land. 

4134 I can’t take care of it. 

2807 Then we will be treated fair. 

2913 Because no one tries to take an unfair advantage of me when I have 
a regular income, and no taxes. 

8083 The Indians don’t know how to take care of their money. 

4332 The Indian Bureau believe in helping the Indians. 

3203 They take good care of my land so I would like it to be taken care 
of by the Indian Bureau. 

5284 I am too far from the agency to watch my interest and too many 
other heirs who I do not trust. 

3240 Wouldn’t want the State to handle my heirship share. 

2070 There is so many of us that some of us would not get a fair deal. 

4333 So we will not be swindled out of them. 

4981 If it were otherwise we would soon lose our land. 

2636 It will be a nontaxable land. 

4561 Because there are many Indians that do not know how to handle 
money. 

2967 Free from taxation. 

3297 It is better managed. 

4552 As is is in a safe keep of heirship interest under the Indian Bureau. 

5774 To keep the reservation, if white people buying up all land, soon 
there will be no reservation. 

2381 To protect my heirship estates under the Indian Bureau. 

4222 So a person don’t get cheated. 

4236 Selling to white people, I don’t approve, tribe should buy up all heir- 
ship land, so as to keep the reservation. 

4137 Because I won't be liable for taxes by State or any private individual. 

4634 Because all can sell our land without any trouble. 

4918 Tax free privileges. 

8393 Because they are in a better position to handle same. 

4673 Indian trust land is being too rapidly alienated. 

5557 They can take better care of my land asit is now. 

5962 The Indian Bureau has been handling Indian affairs for quite some 
time so I have confidence in them. 

4404 Want income. 

3927 Because some of us are still incompetent. 

3138 I need little income from lease land every year. 

4010 They have always been fair. 

5797 Cause no one to give me legal advice and Bureau will be only de- 

partment to safeguard my interest, 


4 Individual’s code number. 
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I don’t think that the Indian should sell their land. 

Because there are some I'd rather keep for my children’s use. 

I have seen fair play and the Indian Bureau has watched over the 
interest of my land and my people. I do not say this to be in favor 
because if there has been foul play, I have not been aware of it. 

Because it was that way since I had the land and it is better this way. 

Treaties with the United States guaranteed to. protect Jand and 
minerals rights for our future generations. 

Because it is the lesser of the three evils. 

Easier for me to keep track of what I have. 

Since we were under treaty. 

So my children may have a chance to obtain land for themselves if 
they so desire. 

I wish my holdings to be in trust status but something should be 
worked out, whereby individuals holding undivided interests can con- 
solidate all their holdings in one, if land is elsewhere where the indi- 
vidual cannot make use of it, that the tribe purchase the key tracts. 

Because Indians themselves do not know what they are doing. 

Live too far away to look after interest. 

Many Indians not qualified to handle their own affairs. 

There are too many crooks, and I believe that with a certain amount 
of Government control it helps to keep them out. 

Because the Indians sell their land and do not do them any good. 

The Indian Bureau assists individuals get maximum returns for 
the holdings. 

For the purpose of selling immediately after the death of the first 
generation and dividing the money to the heirs before they get too 
numerous. The land could be turned back to reservation. 

Because it is the only land owned by heirs besides the few acres pur- 
chased on which to live and once out of Government control, the other 
heirs will immediately sell it. For small amount of money involved 
to each heir, would be advantageous to keep it. 

So I don’t pay taxes. 

I am interested only in selling to the tribe or another Indian. It 
will remain untaxable. 

So as to get help when needed. 

Because I have lot of heirship land and I don’t want to lose them yet. 

They are more fair. 

So the white man can’t take over for taxes. 

Because if the big shots take my heirship land—for 25 years—where 
would my children live. 

It will become taxable and sold for taxes, if restrictions are removed. 

They have done a good job. 

Without Government control land will all be sold, we will be homeless. 

The Government is more experienced in the handling than most 
reservation individuals. 

It will be protected in every way, leasing, etc. 

Because in the past, some of our heirship lands are sold on fraud by 
one or two of the heirs. 

Until a land purchasing program is set up by the Bureau for tribal 
members thereof use. 

There are our parents, those approximately 55 and over who would 
find any adjustment difficult. 

Save taxes. 

If sold, sell to Indians, white stock trying to take over reservation. 

Owing to my age, I still want to be under Indian Bureau. 

The interests I own are too small to be concerned about. 

Tax exempt, and leasing handled throughout the Indian Office. 

Because I am getting old. 

Because I have a small tract of land. 

The Indian Bureau, under the Federal Government to protect land 
and heirs from fraud. 

A person without any knowledge realty business finds it hard to keep 
track of all heirship land. 

Toimprove my household and stock. 

Since I have lived off from the reservation I want the Government 
to look after my interests. 
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Because of my present location I’m unable to look after my interests. 

Satisfied with present arrangement. 

Because I think the Bureau is fair in most of its dealings and so far 
I have received everything that was coming to me. 

If the Government maintains control, all persons involved would re- 
ceive fair and equal consideration. 

I believe it is better for the Indian Bureau to control my land, they 
are doing fine. 

Because it is preferable matter of all the individually thinks its good 
to be on the Indian Bureau control of lands. 

I believe the Indian Bureau will do a better job of control than any 
other agency and for the best interests of individuals of Indian blood. 

From my own personal standpoint I feel that the Indian Bureau would 
come closer to giving everyone a fair recompense. 

I place my trust and confidence in the Indian Bureau to keep its 
present control of the land, since they’ve done so well in the past. 

They are doing a very good job protecting the Indian. 

Not eligible to be release from trust. 

Cause of disability like stroke. 

Cause I’m in poor state of care, I mean not understand much. 

We Indians are not ready for taxation. 

Because some of the Indians don’t know how to take care of their 
money. They don’t know the value of money and therefore don’t know 
how to use it yet. 

Because the Indians don’t know how to use their money right. 

Protection of land base at the present time anyway loss of land base 
would result overnight if controls are removed. 

Because I believe that if the Indian Bureau does not control it, in a 
few years, the Indians won’t have any land. 

Because we can’t afford to live on our own because of old age. 

Because I am not ready for it. 

I have always live in New York State—mother was a Sioux Indian 
from Pine Ridge: they have rented my land and sent me rental money. 

I feel my interests are more secure when handled by trained persons. 

We want the Government to sell it on supervised sale. 

I live in California, my land is in South Dakota; the agency handles 
all my problems. 

Because I believe Indian Bureau are best qualified. 

Without Government control the Indian would soon be landless. 

To keep it from going out of Indian ownership. 

I want Bureau to control my land, since we are under treaty. 

It may become more valuable example mineral right to be kept. 

Until lands are sold. 

So all Indians won’t sell all their land and have no place to go. 

Iam still ward of the Government. 

Because it is a long standby. 

‘To keep it in Indian ownership. 

Because this way my lands will be protected, no lien against it. 

Because if it was give back to us we would sell it pretty quick. 

Because of old age and a widow, dependent of the Indian Bureau. 

Fifty-year too soon to terminated the Indian Bureau. 

Right now I am in no position to operate any kind of activity on my 


According our old Indian treaty rights. 

I feel you have more protection of the land. 

So the Indian can learn to take care of himself. 

Because as long as the Government control of heirship land, it is 
difficulty to sell it, because all the heirs have to sign it and if the Govern- 
ment do not approve of it, it cannot be sold. 

Indian Bureau should remove all restrictions on the heirship lands. 

Because there are too many individuals have interest in a small por- 
tion, therefore, if the tribe buys the heirship land and divide the money 
among the persons who have interest in the land the tribe will have more 
say so than they have now. 

—— for the Indian people to learn how to manage their own 
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If I want to sell a piece of land I want to sell to the highest bidder ; 
instead the Indian Bureau appraises it. 

The reason all my lease income the Government collect so much per- 
cent interest. 

I think an Indian should take care of his business if the land his, no 
redtape. 

As we heirs would rather lease out the heirship land ourselves. 

Because, it does not benefit the heirs. 

I suggest all heirship land be sold to the tribe and resold at their 
discretion to other members of that same tribe who do intend to farm 
or ranch. 

Want to do as we please with any control. 

I can’t sell it. 

Because there are so many heirs lease money is very small and benefit 


none ; now is the time to sell. 

It will be nice if Indian Bureau or Pine Ridge office do treat the 
people right. 

Because of some unfairness of the tribal council on lease money. 

People who handle lease money do not or are not honest. 

No incentive programs to utilize resources; don’t care attitude by 
Government employee produces no progress. 

Too much redtape; no concern to individual rights or benefit; no 
individual benefit. 

Because they draw all the interest and also they lease out land to the 
superintendent’s friends. 

We want to sell some and make a better home and living. 

Well two-thirds of the Pine Ridge Reservation is heirship only about 
400 Indians left. 

I receive higher rental on my allotment when I handle it myself. 

Since about 1956 I and other heirs have tried to sell some property 
we own. I think that the Indian office does take its time in these cases 
and as of now the land has been placed for bid and accepted but one 
of the heirs in the meantime has passed away in May 1959. 

Too many regulations which makes it impossible to sell land if there 
are many heirs. 

I would like the State to have control; there would not be so much 
redtape. 

Free the land and dispose of it so some individual may benefit from it. 

I want to handle all the heirship land interest like competent way. 

I feel that the Bureau has not been adequate in controlling the land 
and we are capable of taking care of our own affairs. 

We can have our shares and sell part so we can build on the rest or 
buy land. 

I would like sell some of my heirship land to help me repair house and 
water pump and many other things that we need. 

I do not want the Indian Bureau to put any restrictions on any prop- 
erty, money, or benefits which are rightfully mine. 

Because I can do my own, and the Indian agency have been taking 
percentage through agency tribe. 

Hard to get any business done through the agency. 

I think it is foolish for the Government to spend money keeping track 
of small heirship interests. I think my share is about 1 acre. 

Too much regulations on individual owned Indian land causing a 
dissension among landowners. 

Because the Indian Bureau makes us out a lot to make contracts, etc. 

I like to handle my heirship land by leasing for more money. 

Because nothing has been done to dispose of heirship tracts. 

Cause I will like to do what I want to with my land. 

Too many regulations. 

Business too slow and delays everything concerns me. 

With 2,000 different Bureau regulations and policies no Indian is able 
to make any progress. 

Because I have started proceedings to sell my share of heirship land 
in January 1959 and to the present date there has been no action. 

Because it may take too long or they might not approve of it. 

I want to control of all the heirship lands I have inherited in leasing 
and selling. 
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The Indian Bureau—appraisals to the land sale cheap, 160 acres for 
$2,000, it should be $30,000 or $40,000. 

2269 We pay taxes and are self-supporting and the Bureau of Indian Affairs 
does not help us in any way so we want to sell and buy. 

5017 Too much redtape. 

5106 I don't know what to do with my land but I think the best way to do 


is sell it. 
To be able to sell and move from reservation and use money for other 


purposes. 

I like to control my heirship by leasing and sell for more money or 
used for my own self. Z 

3137 I want my full rights to control any interest of heirship so I could 
tend my business. 

3743 I want freedom. 

3086 I own the land and want full control, as we are taxpayers. I want to 
Sell my interest and buy some joining land. 

4689 I am old now and cannot use the land, but would like to sell some so 
I could use the money for my medicines and other needs. 

4345 Heirship land are not exceed more than 40 acres, and not much use 
to me, but self business from selling this land will. 

3056 To sell the heirship land on Pine Ridge go back to start a small way 
on Standing Rock. 

5955 Because with Government control there is too much redtape when 
the time comes when you want to sell. 

5719 Prefer private handling. 

4577 Because I would like to own or buy my own piece of land and work 
it even though I may have to pay taxes. 

7418 Numerous heirs involved and additional ones pending make it im- 
possible for individual use or have any profitable benefit. 

5757 I need money. 

4041 Items of such small interests should be eliminated from Government 
expense. 

4013 Too much redtape. 

3084 I would rather handle my own business deals. 

6008 Due to the fact that one too many factions create controversy on 
heirship lands. 

4197 Too much redtape, silly regulations and too much dictatorship. 

2762 I don’t like the way the affairs have been handled. The land was 
leased for 5 years without my consent. 

5645 Because it is too difficult to find out where and how much land you 
have a share in, money received is never fully known from what 
sources it came from and land is leased without your consent. 

3736 Too much trouble in doing business with anybody. 

3435 They maintain too strict control of heirship land. 

3522 Too much redtape between Pine Ridge and Washington, D.C. 

5733 We don’t receive half of our lease checks. 

4529 Won’t let me have anything to do with land. Take my lease money 
and do what they like with it. Won’t let me sell or rent and tell me 
who they will and what they will do with land, not me tell them. 

2533 Too much restriction on this land, at the Pine Ridge office. 

2274 Want to sell. 

3117 Because the council take out some of the lease money. 

3598 Only income I have is a lease money from my own land and heirship, 
always delay. 

2378 I have tried making living here with my family all my life. I have 
much suffering, no steady job. Just odd jobs, I really need help or 
the money now. 

2639 So much redtape—lease contracts great hindrance. 

3921 pe My personal future does not lie in making a living on the reserva- 

on. 

5415 I wish to do my own thinking for a change, 


Question 26(b) asked if they would want their interests sold and the 
money divided among the heirs. While they had preferred to retain 
Bureau supervision (lpn | some evidently wanted that supervision 
continued only until they could sell some or all of their heirship inter- 
ests. Of the 236 who preferred continued control, 94 wanted all their 
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heirship interests sold, and 29 wanted some interests sold. The gen- 
eral distribution of opinions as to whether they wanted their heirship 
interests sold and the money distributed to the heirs indicate that 
232 wanted all their interests sold, 54 wanted some, 67 none, and 127 
did not answer. 

While it is quite clear that a majority of those answering the ques- 
tion want all their interests sold, the question arises as to whether 
this is opposed by a particular group within the heirs. We have 
cross-tabulated the answers to this question by various categories, i.e., 
blood quantum, residence, and so forth, to determine if there is any 
significant difference of opinion held by particular groups of heirs. 


(26b) I would like to have the tract(s) of heirship land in which I own an 
interest sold and my share of the money paid to me. 


67 
49 
18 
0 
Total 232 54 67 
Head of household 
ps 147 32 41 65 
82 20 26 58 
No answer. A 3 2 0 4 
Total_ 232 54 67 127 
Degree of Indian blood 
Pad 115 27 27 50 
31 15 13 16 
44 7 13 
or less. 37 5 13 29 
one...... 1 0 0 0 
No answer. 4 0 1 6 
Total. 232 54 67 127 
Live on reservation: 
es... 121 33 42 63 
_. 108 21 25 60 
No answer 3 0 0 4 
Total 232 54 67 127 
Live on trust or restricted land 
No answer. 19 3 5 4 
Total__ 232 54 67 127 
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Categories Sell 
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Income from heirship: 
to $50 


76 
$51 to $100__.. 47 
$101 to $150 18 
$151 to $200... 18 
$201 to $500- 26 
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These statistics indicate that in most categories the majority of 
heirs at Pine Ridge Agency want to sell all their heirship interests. 
This is, of course, the majority of those voting. Two categories are 
exceptions to this: (1) heirs with incomes from heirship land between 
$1,001 and $2,000; and (2) heirs farming or ranching land in which 
they hold an undivided interest. In the category of $1,001 to $2,000 
income from heirship land there were only two heirs, one wanted to 
sell all and the other none. Of those heirs farming or ranching land 
in which they hold an interest, 16 wanted to sell all their heirship 
land, 7 wanted to sell some, and 12 none. Obviously a majority of 
those voting want to sell some or all, but there is a significant pattern 
here that would indicate a desire to retain certain lands. Most likely 
those lands on which they farm or ranch. 

For the purpose of ascertaining more detailed information con- 
cerning the group of heirs who did not want to sell or exchange any 
interest (question 25) and wanted Bureau control continued (question 
26a) we have cross-tabulated these with question 26b as follows: 

Question 26b: I would like to have the tract(s) of heirship land in which I 
own an interest sold and my share of the money paid to me. 


Sell all | Sellsome 
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. Sell None No 
some answer 
27 
22 
3 
5 
- 7 
Farm or ranch : 
NO 213 103 
Own fee land: 
232 67 127 
None No an- 
swer 
26a. I want the Indian Bureau to keep its present control: , ; 
56 9 2 53 
232 54 67 127 
25. Do you want to sell or exchange your undivided interests in 
iicinicietiibinkbtpeieeesieksusnedbiedend 67 48 7 25 
137 | | 1 6 7 
21 3 52 53 
7 2 2 42 
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The majority of those heirs wanting to continue Bureau control of 
heirship land expressed @ desire to sell all their heirship interests. 
Of those who did not answer the question concerning continued Bu- 
reau control, the majority were still in favor of iin all heirship 
interests. The cross tabulation of question 25 shows that of those 
heirs stating they did not want to sell or exchange any interests in 
heirship land, 21 wanted all the interests sold, 3 wanted some and 52 
did not want any sold. A closer examination of the statistical data 
concerning this group established that median blood quantum is three 
quarters, 73 live on the reservation, 51 live on trust land, 31 received 
welfare assistance in 1958, median income was between $1,001 and 
$2,000, 23 live on heirshp land, median income from heirship land was 
between $51 and $100, 19 farm or ranch on lands in which they hold 
an heirship interest, and 14 own fee lands. 

Question 26(c) asked if the heirs wanted all restrictions removed 
on heirship lands so that they and the other heirs could handle the 
land themselves. One hundred and eighty-one did not want all restric 
tions removed, 171 did and 128 did not answer. 

Question 27 was an attempt to draw from the heirs s tions to 
the Congress concerning possible solutions to the problem. The 
question was worded in such a way as to inform the Indians that 
— solutions had been offered in the past and four of these were 

isted, then space was left for the heirs to make any recommendation 
he wanted. ile the question was not intended to be one of multiple 
choice, 118 heirs simply checked off one of the recommendations, and 
77 wrote in their suggestions. Of those heirs using the checking sys- 
tem, 39 preferred that over half the heirs could transact business 
concerning heirship lands, 32 wanted the heirs owning more than half 
the tract to have authority, 24 wanted the settlement of heirship 
estates placed under state courts and state laws, and 23 wanted any 
one heir to have authority to appeal to the state courts for sale or 
partition of heirship land. Of those making suggestions there were 
27 indicating the land should be sold, some suggesting the tribe have 
peatenance, while 11 stated each individual should control his own 
and. Others suggested consolidation, wanted the situation to remain 
as itis,etc. The text of these suggestions follows: 
* 4580 The Department of Interior should notify all heirs at once. Some 
people do not know they fell heir to any property. 

3556 Sell all heirship land. 

3717 Each heir should sign before it can be leased. 

4366 I think all heirs should sign the lease papers. 

3167 Keep it under Government control. 

3388 Where there is so many heirs I think it should be sold but under 

Government control. 

2540 I think the tribe should buy up all heirship land that is broken up in 

small portions such as 10 or 15 heirs to one-quarter section of land. 

8069 I just wouldn’t know. 

4222 It’s up to Congress. 
2091 I want the law as it now stands. 
2620 Leave things the way they are otherwise for a small fee some heir 
‘will overrule the rest and some white man can get control. 
. §985 I think all heirship land should be divided and put under the owners 
name, each heir that is. 


» 5156 On many heirs on the tract of land it should be sold and divide the 
money. 


1 Individual’s code number. 
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I do not believe in the Indians selling their land. 
It is more preferable to have more than half of the heirs to transact 
leases, partitions, sold, because many of the heirs are not living on the 
reservation. 

Our heirship land should be sold before the heirs are too numerous. 

Whatever the Congress approves is OK with me. 

I think Congress should let the Indian take care of his land, sell, 
lease, or exchange. 

Most heirship land has too many heirs and it should be sold so 
someone can make better use of it. 

Give all rights to competent Indians especially veterans of all wars. 

No solution to the present situation but for the future make it 
mandatory to sign wills. 

I want all trust restrictions and Bureau control removed from the 
heirship land. 

I think that when heirship problems get so complicated that each 
heir owns only a few acres, that the land should be sold and the money 
divided. 

The Indian Bureau is doing good, I would leave the problem to the 
Indian Bureau. 

I don’t want the change into this problem. I want the Government 
to take care of all my lands. 

Leave in trust as is. 

I think that all heirship land should be sold. 

I think that machinery should be set up by the BIA to facilitate 
rapid exchanges of heirship tracts between Indians that they may 
consolidate their holdings. 

I wish for partition of heirship lands and leased by owners. 

Wouldn't it be best to have person or persons sign their own signature 
after becoming legal age? 

I think it would be much easier if the individuals can sell all their 
inherited interests or exchange and consolidate their holdings in one. 

I think that each heir should be allowed to administer his own like 
any property owner, and if it affected any of the adjoining land it 
would be necessary for that heir to give consent. 

I think that the tribe should buy the land for Indian use. 

It would be very helpful if the heirs could do as they please, I want 
to sell mine but the others want to keep their share. 

They should force patent-in-fee. 
ot would like the Congress and this committee to remove some of this 

tape. 

Three-fourths interest ownership of heirs should govern the disposi- 
attend any matter. This would give the truer feeling of the heirs 

volved. 

An unrestricted deed granted by the Bureau of Indian Affairs, then 
given reservation or tribal councils first opportunity to purchase. 

a. — like to see the Indians sell their share to one of the share- 
olders. 

Leave the present laws as they are. 

In cases where there are many heirs land should be disposed of 
before there are more heirs to contend with. 

I think all heirship lands should be sold to the tribe. 

Sell land that has lots of heirs. 

I think heirship land be appraised and an attempt be made to sell 
to one of the heirs. 

Make law so we could sell and divide proceeds among heirs. 

Stop them selling as most drink it up or buy junk cars. 

The tribe should be able if helped with funds to acquire this land. 
This would keep it in trust status for other Indians to use. 

I think all heirship lands should be sold to the tribe. 

When all heirs are in agreement, heirship land should be sold quickly 
or cut off to a certain generation, so that not too many heirs are 
accumulated for the small share that the heirs would get. 

We would like to have all the heirs to sign on any action to be taken 
on heirship lands. : 
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15 percent) reported they did. Forty-four answered the question 
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All outmoded Indian Bureau regulations or policies should be modi- 
fied or changed to meet present day needs. Laws should be adopted to 
enable individuals to convey interest to others for consolidation 


urposes. 

“ T think that all heirship land should be handled and controlled by 
only the main heirs instead of all the additional heirs and shirt-tail 
relatives that become eligible through marriage. 

Make all heirship land owners vote on the problem. 

If I get my privileges of all my inherited heirship lands I can handle 
in leasing and to sell to my satisfactory deal and appraised. 

Remove all restricted trust land and give us equal rights on reserva- 
tion. 

Lots of these heirs are married and live on their husbands land and 
therefore refuse to sell. But it should be sold so everyone can benefit. 

Allow an individual to sell his share of land to one of the other heirs 
or all to sell to one. 

Heirs should sell the land and divide the money equally and use it 
to build their homes and wells and livestock. 

All members should know and sign. 

Would be much better to put land for owner under State law. 

Believe ageney system should be done away with. 

I think heirship land should be sold and its proceeds divided among 
the heirs. 

I think that it should be left the way it is. Signatures of heirs must 
be obtained before the heirship land can be leased, ete. 

I think a time limit of 5 years should be put on heirship land. It 
should be sold at the end of the first generation and divided before 
the heirs become too numerous and no one benefits by it. 

I think it would be wise to let all heirs owning heirship land get 
together and agree whether to lease it, partition, sell it, or to have the 
timber cut. 

I think those eligible to look after themselves should have more 
control of their land. 

Let those Indians who want to sell their land do so—I want to keep 
mine—when I have died—I want my children to have mine. 

If heirship land is turned over to State courts it will be lost to State 
taxes. 

In many cases, such as our personal family, which is scattered off 
the reservation, the disposal of lands should be allowed by consent of 
half or more. 

Reduce the heirs regardless in number and the best one is to dispose 
of all complicated tracts get the heirs to sell, doesn’t matter to whom. 

Partition on heirship lands on larger shares. 

Consent to sale submitted by 75 percent of heirs and superintendent 
given authority to sign for unprobated estate and heirs whose current 
address is unknown. 

In most instances the present law protects our lands from the un- 
scrupulous heirs or otherwise. 

The superintendent of Indian agency should have authority to sell 
complicated heirship tracts. 

Give the heirs a chance to buy out other heirs where the tracts are 
so small and so many heirs. 

All heirs consulted first. 

I do not believe the property should be sold or partitioned without 
the approval of all heirs. If most agree—it should be leased. 

Leave as is. 

It is only democratic to require consent of all heirs in any estate 
or land before any action is taken. Multiple heirship problems where 
income returns are so fractionated to be almost useless to any one of 
the heirs should be sold, however tribes should have first chance to 
purchase the land in order to hold a land base for themselves and 
tribal members. 


Question 28 asked if the heir owned land that was not held.in trust 


Of the 392 heirs answering the question, 62 (approximately 


3433 | 
5719 
4041 | 
2158 | 
4230 
8739 


110 INDIAN HEIRSHIP LAND STUDY 


concerning how they nonin’ such land. Thirty-two purchased the 
fee land, eight inherited it and four received fee patents. Median 
age of this group was 50, median blood quantum one-half, median 
income was in the $2,001 to $3,000 category, and 13 received some 
form of welfare assistance during 1958. Fifty-seven were members 
of the tribe, five were not. Thirty-four live on the reservation, and 
24 live on trust or restricted land. Eleven live on heirship land and 
seven ranch or farm it. 

Question 29 was an ray to draw from the heirs any and all 
complaints concerning their heirship lands. It was worded in very 
general terms and was successful in its objective. Some of the heirs 
complained that their lands were leased without their permission, 
others asked where the land was, how much they owned, and so forth. 
One very interesting complaint concerned an Indian whose father 
was a non-Indian and died while the land was in trust. This heir 
complained that the state courts would not probate the estate because 
the father’s land was in trust and the Interior Department would not 
probate it because he was not an Indian. There were also complaints 
that the heirs were not receiving their lease money, that the tribe was 
handling leasing and taking part of the income. Several of the 
heirs voiced dissatisfaction with the way the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs has been handling their land, and complain about treatment 
at the agency office. Complaints were also made concerning land 
being used (no lease) without payment to the heirs; land was included 
in range units without their permission; they were not allowed to 
use their heirship land; papers being signed for sale of land and 
nothing was ever heard about them, lease payments were too low, etc. 
The text of all complaints follows: 


*2096 One tract of land allotted to a brother at his death was acquired by 
his (white) father and (Indian) mother. Upon her death the (white) 
father was the heir. After his death the State court will not handle 
the probate because the land was in trust and the Government refused 
to probate it because a white man owned it. We cannot find the court 
that can handle this. 

Yes, before the adoption of the Indian Reorganization Act of June 
1934. The Oglala Sioux Indians use to get their full amount of lease 
payments due from heirship or own lands from lessors but now the 
U.S. Government is a collecting agency it have been taken more than 
half the amount the Indian suppose to get—in which causes frictions 
and troubles for the fullblood Indian landowners, therefore, we wish to 
get all of our incoming lease rentals. 

To let each heir know the amount of acres he or she owns. 

Yes, I am an heir to some land on another reservation and when 
I asked who and how many were getting payment from this tract of 
heirship land I was told to consult my own reservation (which was 41 
pane Not who and how many were getting payments or even the 
amoun 

Yes, I got heirship land allotment no , I want to sell that in my 
share that what I want do, but they hold in office they said there lot 
heirs so I wait about 6 years now so I want you help me out get this 
out for me. I need new home and lot thing besides this and in winter 
time they people they got help from social worker and except us we 
never got help. So please, I really need help right today my home is 
really poor, no flour, I wish you come down see my home need lot things 
so really need help get this out for me please I wrote to : 


1 Individual’s code number. 
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Yes, it seems that each year there are more heirs and our checks are 

so small now. I think if the records are checked over correctly each 
year they'll find quite a few of the heirs are dead. I don’t know who 
received the checks and I’m sure not one heir on this particular tract 
of land, has ever seen this land to know if the leases is farming or using 
it for grazing, but we are getting a grazing lease check. Have been for 
several years. So I’d say the proper thing to do, is to sell this land, 
because I’m sure we can all use the money. I’m sure I can because 
we owe quite a little on our machinery and I'd certainly like to get 
it paid off. 

These places (heirship interests) are too small, that is my share and 
so many heirs. If I moved in on one of these places, someone will have 
something to say or complain. So if I could and may, I will like to 
sell all and buy one and work it. Build me a home on it. Teach my 
children the value of money and property. How to manageit. To gain 
from what you have. 

Only the redtape involved in connection with any business pertaining 
to Indian land. 

I wanted to move on some of my heirship land but was not allowed 
to because one of the heirs leased it without me knowing anything about 
it. 

At the present time I own five quarters of heirship land or a portion 
thereof. These five quarters are all idle for the reason that I am unable 
negotiate a lease because I have not been able to arrive at an agree- 
ment with the heirs. I have refused to sign a power of attorney at 
the office placing it in a unit for the reason that I prefer to make my 
own arrangement regarding leasing of this land, but as above explained 
have not been able to do so. The end result of this being that the land 
has been idle for some time. Based on my experience my suggestion 
would be that the property be partitioned and each heir given the right 
to handle his proportionate share, as he so desires. 

Legal action should be taken on persons my age or over who were 
born (illegitimately) and are now on census roll as legal heirs on all 
heirship land which deprived all major heirs a portion on all estates, 
which the major heirs rightfully inherit. These (illegitimates) are 
now on census roll as (fathers unknown and ditto), which creates a 
dispute among the legally born heirs. I think and since the committee 
sent out the questionnaire this particular problem should be investi- 
gated at its earliest convenience. These illegitimates have no adoption 
papers or any kind as affidavit to the effect as heirs of estates. 

Government and agency officers try to make me sell land and apply 
my lease money to payment of claim that I do not owe. 

I would like to say and I wanted somebody to (?) these problems for 
us Indians because we don’t have nothing to do or say through the 
Pine Ridge office and we don’t get the lease money that we always 
received every year. I know 2 years ago I use to get good amount and 
this year it is less and I don’t know where the rest went to and many 
a time I see old people and young too, don’t get the right answer from 
Pine Ridge office. When there on business, for land sale or lease, and 
people don’t have anything to say for themselves and I should think 
something must be done. 

Money received on leased land goes through the treasurer in the tribal 
council in Pine Ridge, S. Dak., and sometimes money is not all received 
and I have a good idea they are cheating me of some money, and many 
things are not explained to me properly. Many of us have noticed we 
had to wait about 10 years before land is sold. So you see some people 
can be fooled but not all. 

As I have mentioned later tribal council that handles the money are 
not very honest and should be checked on. We will feel more safe about 
our lease if we should handle the deal ourself. Example: 640 acres 
suppose to get 75 cents an acre but only received 50 cents an acre. 
Approximate money suppose to get is $480 but only received $303. They 
are cheating us by the way of law, that is power of attorney. 
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I am heir apparent to approximately three sections of land but I 
have no desire to stay on the reserve after dad is gone. However, I wish 
I can have these lands properly worked out as soon as possible in order 
that I may reestablish and live elsewhere. There is too much grief— 
too much prejudice—too much jealousy on the reservation and is en- 
couraged by the Government officials for lack of funds. 

Not enough working hours are done by the land employees; only 16 
hours devoted to Indians and their problems, the office is closed the 
rest of the week, supposedly to attend to work but what about these 
Government officials who make a habit of running errands and business 
trips during these Monday and Tuesday Indian days causing dissension, 
and all sorts of human misery. 

I wish they let us off the reservation, Indians handle our own leases 
as we live off the reservation and pay taxes in the city where we live. 
And the tribal council on our reservation handle all our leases and the 
benefit of it, most of the tribal council members are not landowners. 
eames the Indian Bureau. Abolish the tribal council. Let the State 

e over. 

I certainly do. I have no interest in any land with other heirs. 
I do have an allotment which was allotted to me at birth. Every so 
many years the Indian Bureau at Pine Ridge decides to handle the 
rental themselves and I then receive no lease payment or very little. 
Last year (after about 10 years of my handling the lease myself) my 
allotment was placed in a unit after I specifically asked that it not be. 
It was leased for $80 per year (I have not received it) and I could 
have leased it for $120 could I have handled it myself. 

I have an interest in heirship land which is over 1,000 acres and I 
do not receive no moneys from the leasing of these lands. The heirs 
that are living on the reservation receive lease money yearly. The 
heirship land should be sold and the heirs paid now before we die and 
have another bunch of heirs to figure out. Some of these allotments 
are not worth much and the heir receives very little money. The 
longer the heirship land is held the less money the heir receives. 

Like my uncle’s land, for 7 years we tried to sell. There are only 
four of us main heirs. Now, through the years of waiting there are as 
many as 20 heirs—if we could sell his land and make a home on my 
deeded land which there is only two of us own it would be our home 
the rest of our years and our children. This land of my uncle—only one 
fought against selling it, but he is not one of the main heirs. His only 
share would be through his wife. But now, she died so all the children 
are heirs. I would like for my uncle’s land to be sold. 

Would like to know more about the type of land, in order to have an 
idea of the value. Could the U.S. Bureau of Land Management have 
this information available? 

My problem would not be uncommon. There are many heirs to some 
of the land in which I hold an interest and it will continue to grow 
worse as time goes on. 

I have tried to sell one piece in South Dakota over 8 years ago, but 
for some reason am not able to do so, because one woman in Rosebud 
Agency, South Dakota, she is not to blame, it’s the officers probating it. 
As the deal was all made till , Pine Ridge, S. Dak., stated the 
fault. I have land here but all deeded because I belonged in South 
Dakota and sometimes it was hard to transact business as oil lease, I 
inherited land from my husband and daughter and bought some land 
here at Fort Peck. I would like help in this matter as I am not well 
and need cash for medical care. 

I have never owned land, my father , left land to three sisters 
and myself. I don’t know anything about the land. How many acres 
there is or who leases it. I have an older sister in Ogden, Utah, who 
puts claim on everything and so I do not want to be in arguments over 
the land and so I never did try to find out about it. Someone must 
be getting lease checks. My dad also had land which belonged to a 
sister who is deceased by the name of , I am interested in my 
inheritance but I have never inquired into it. 
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I have some heirship land I would like to séll which does not lease 
too well by the year. If sold, with the lump sum, it can help pay on a 
home for me. We had trouble selling as one of the heirs was not 
around to sign, and the heir was only an heir with a very small share 
(by marriage interest). It’s an estate left by my dad’s mother. 

Yes, I would like sell my land and buy a lot some place near a school, 
beside like I said I’m lame, don’t get around much on my feet, besides 
if I got to Pine Ridge office and tell them this and that they think 
there are somebody sitting behind that desk and answer everything 
(No) that’s how they are there and hold everything down and think 
they own all of our lands. I don’t like to go there myself cause I can’t 
talk to them. Us Indians are nobody there. I really hate it—them 
officeworkers—maybe we could get somewhere if it wasn’t for them. 
That is my special problem on Indian affairs. 

Individuals should have the power of attorney to make leasing con- 
tracts, etc. Unit leases made by the tribal organization for cheap 
rentals doesn’t help any to use fullblooded Indians. White men are 
taking too much advantage on Indian lands causes to force them out of 
their own allotment or reservations and seek better incomes. But they 
are uneducated and even are forced to take cheap labor. They couldn’t 
meet the modern time and enjoyed the four freedoms here in our own 
reservations. Therefore, we need help now to make use of our lands. 

I have lived in Nebraska since 1954 and have had no contacts with 
the reservations and so far have had no contacts with heirship or trust 
lands so I do not understand the laws concerning them. 

We (heirs) have been trying to get an approval for an heirship land 
sale. But it has been rejected every time (2) after we have paid the 
required fee. Under the present system, it gives one an impression the 
tribe has a racket of collecting fees. Our heirship lands are located 
on the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation in South Dakota. We would 
like to have this matter cleared up as my sister, brother, and aunt 
are in helpless situation trying to live on the reservation. 

As for my part, I’m very old and getting old-age assistance at $35.50 
every month but at present it’s such a small amount I can’t make both 
ends meet. I’m always above my groceries bills and I intend to sell 
all my heirship land but I intend to (keep?) my own allotment, this is 
my homestead land. 

Quite often I get a small check from the office and do not know 
where it comes from. As I stated before $3.50 is the highest amount. 
I wonder where it comes from. 

There are so many heirs to the said tracts of heirship land I haven’t 
tried to take any action on it. 

I have been buying Indian land on the Indian-to-Indian basis. There 
is too much redtape connected with these sales. It takes months and 
months to get the sale through. One hundred and sixty acres of land 
won’t make a living for anyone; the lease payment isn’t enough to war- 
rant keeping the land, if they don’t want to live on it. The land sale 
program should be révamped all the way around. 

We have been trying to sell two tracts of land which there are too 
many heirs and we find that all heirs have signed except two. The two 
that will not sign have stopped the progress of the sale of these tracts 
of land. There are so many heirs of these tracts of land that each 
fall we get a small sum of lease money that’s hardly worth the trouble 
of going through the process of leasing. 

The office leases my heirship land to people I don’t want to have it, 
even if I won’t sign the lease and I want another person to have it. I 
own the largest share, and think I should have something to say about 
who leases the land. 

We are now paying grazing fees for heirship lands we lost to War 
Departnient costing us more than the money we got for our heirship 
lands besides lots of inconvenience and expense for fences, herding our 
cattle to locate them on lands they were removed to. We do not even 
have roads to market to sell our cattle to pay grazing fees, etc. Please 
consider our loss and help us to’ ship our'cattle to our county seat by 
allowing funds for a bridge and roads. 
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Yes, we have tried to sell one heirship land but they never tried to 
pass it through for us, they never explain it to us why they never pass 
it for us. For myself, I really need the money so that I can make a 
home some place on the reservation. Please try and do something for 
me. They even hold the lease money for me and I am having a hard 
time trying to make a living for me and my family. 

I would like to know what land piece is mine. I would like to see 
it divided up so I know what is mine and what isn’t. 

I don’t know a thing about any of this because I’ve been away from 
the reservation since 1944 and have never been around anyone to talk 
over land. 

In connection with my allotment I wish the Bureau of Indian Affairs 
would turn over to me my allotment guaranteed by title insurance, 
with all mineral rights, and State property taxes paid for at least 5 
years in advance. This, to give me a chance to get my affairs in order 
to either absorb my allotment or dispose of same at my discretion. 
My allotment is of some 160 acres which is leased (to whom I know 
not) by the Bureau of Indian Affairs for $75 per year, this breaks 
down to less than 4 cents per acre per month. To me this is utterly 
ridiculous. Certainly, if this acreage is worth a lease it is worth more 
than 4 cents an acre per month. I would like the Congress to enact 
laws to give each individual the right to handle their own allotment, 
and remove all Bureau of Indian Affairs controls and restrictions. 

On heirship land which is presently leased out, I get income on two 
tracts, which one is 21 cents and 37 cents annually (total of 58 cents). 
In a case as this—it would be better if the land was sold and the 
money divided out to the heirs or principal heirs possibly before the 
principal heirs die and leaving additional heirs, thus causing the money 
received on tracts so small that it is of no value or advantage to use 
the land itself. Or divide the tract of land among the principal heirs, 
thus getting away from large numbers of heirs, all owning one tract of 
land. 

I put in an application for land sale almost 2 years ago. For emer- 
gency use at that time, and I have not heard from them. And another 
thing, the Indian Bureau is leasing and selling our lands very cheap. 

The first time, about 1952, that I tried to buy out the remaining 
heirs on some heirship land in my pasture, of which I own an undi- 
vided five-eighths interest, the money was held for 6 years, then re- 
turned to me with a letter advising me that I should have to start over 
again, because land values had changed since I started to negotiate 
the sale. I started over to buy the three-eighths undivided interest in 
this heirship land and was advised that I could not buy this interest 
unless I released my five-eighths interest in the mineral rights to the 
other heirs. This did not seem fair to me. The agency canceled the 
sale because I refused to give away my five-eighths share of the min- 
eral rights. 

I have an interest on a land that could be easily leased for farming 
which they lease for only grazing, which we didn’t get much money on 
it. And another land were so many heirs that could be sold and im- 
prove my home which it needed very much and if I were to control my 
lands I would like very much to have some certain land which I like 
to lease for farming and a good price so I can make good use of the 
money. 

Being an Indian born and raised out on the prairie I have had a 
hard time trying to get used to these white man ways. We haye to 
pay for everything that used to exist, such as wood to burn, eggs, vege- 
tables. Well, everything as much as we wanted to stay at home where 
we were raised without land on which to raise our gardens, milk our 
cows, hunt our deer and rabbits. We have to live in this crowded 
place, live from day to day with no fun, no dancing, no nothing. 

It seems I was entered in an heirship land deal in which my share 
was approximately four eight-hundred-nineteenths for consent for 
sale————on Pine Ridge Reservation re————. I signed the consent 
form and heard nothing more. I don’t know if the land was sold. 
My share must have been less than $1, I never received a check. That 
is the only experience I have had with restricted heirship real estate. 


| | 
6082 
4909 
3958 
2626 
4826 
3338 
3409 


INDIAN HEIRSHIP LAND STUDY 115 


5797 My brother wants to buy our share and the agency office has some 
way caused discouraged and not completed the sale of ours, all other g 
heirs are willing. = 
3633 I have lived here in Pine Ridge Reservation for 52 years, now 
I have need lots of thing like house repairs, water pump, chickens, and 
teams of horse and many other things. If I sell (?) heirship land 
I may even buy another piece of heirship land right close to my land 
to add more pastureland. I’m much in need to improve my home, 
furthermore I have received no kind welfare assistance. I need help 
now, I’m ill health for past 5 years now. 
5198 Yes, we the veterans of World Wars I and II and also the Korean 
vets have so nobly fought and some consideration should be given them 
and not be in Government wardship for years. 
2803 For years I know that cattle and sheep were being grazed on my 
land. I never received any lease money until recently. When I in- 
quired about this condition I was always told it was not so. Accord- 
ing to the maps my one-quarter section has water and there is none 
on either side. In spot leasing like they have done, is there any way 
for me to collect back lease money? I believe this leasing of land has 


always been managed by the tribe and I’m in accord with it, but I’m 2 i 
not in accord with permitting spot leases. ‘ 
3930 There should be some investigation into the difference in prices paid 


for land of similar location, topography, and use value in the different 
areas of the reservation. There seems to be a great differential in 
selling price of comparable tracts of land. 
3755 1. All under lease and impossible to be used at all. 
2. Some are small and scatter out, farm tracts as well as grazing. 
3. In selling lands, a party or two won’t sign when the majority did 
| sign will delay sale—such as emergency sales. 
; 4. You can’t borrow money on any of them. 
5. You are not allowed any loans, when you do have a great deal of a] 
heirship lands. 
Many others right down the line, if I had time for them ; been nice. 
4567 Let the agent take care of the Indian land, not the council. 


4 3388 My interest is so small as there are so many heirs that the rent 
- amounts to practically nothing. We have tried or been trying for the 
: last 3 years to have a supervised sale but the redtape or method takes 
5 so long. My brothers and nieces and nephews all live at a greater dis- 2 
e tance than I and some interest is owned by non-Indians. I think they 
a just use this land without renting as we are so fa. away we cannot 
t look after it. 
e 3556 We have not been able to sell our heirship land because they say their 
e are too many heirs—minor heirs. We had one-half section up for sale 
\- and one heir died, so they stopped the sale, saying that heir share 

would have to be probated before it could be sold. All of us main 
g heirs are all old and we would like to sell 10 one-fourth quarters. 
n All the main heirs want to sell and have signed up. It’s just a few 
\- members of the tribe that want to hold the heirship land for that’s 
y their job. The ones that are saying don’t sell have sold their own 
e@ land. And running our business. 
le 4580 I would like to know how much land and where. 

5733 Yes, heirs should be thoroughly investigated before signing papers giv- 

a ing consent to sell land or any lease contract for any certain amount 
to of money. Some of these heirs have a lot of children and they include 
co : their names whether they are entitled or not. Even though the real and 
re only heirs are still living, some of us only get half of our share. 
ar 4041 In my case there are as many as 15 heirs to one tract of land. Some : 
od receive lease check as low as $1.25 (how much did the Government spend 

on clerks and office help to write a check for $1.25?) I think the sooner 
re Uncle Sam destroys the heirship land problem the better it would be 
or for all. 
nt 
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Yes, I cannot sell my land to the highest bidder and also the Superin- 
tendent leases the grazing land cheap, at $50 per year. And also, when 
the land is sold, we cannot use our money from the bank—they force us 
to make a budget or no money for our food and clothing, etc. The 
lease money is tied up in banks by the Superintendent. 

There is oil found on some of my inherited heirship lands and all the 
rest of the lands are prospective, but I don’t understand why the Gov- 
ernment don’t advertise it or put it up for oil leases to my satisfaction. 

I would like to sell or trade one or two of the tracts of land, half of 
which was willed to me, if it can be done. I would like to take out a 
G.I. loan with my share of the heirship lands as security to buy live- 
stock and building material to build a house to live in, as I do not have 
a house to live in at the present time; also for a barn, corral, fence, 
windmill with pump and water tank. I would like to know if either 
one of these two problems could be done. 

I have been trying to sell my share of heirship land since January 
1959, so that I can invest in a home of my own. I would appreciate it 
very much if you could bring some pressure to bear on my transaction 
so that I could go on with my own plans for a home. 

Too many heirs and not enough money received for any benefit. Too 
much supervision with redtape. Hard on taxpayers. Do away with the 
Bureau and let us handle our own. Sick and tired of being pushed. 

I would like to have a more specific itemized statement. The last 
statement and check did not say directly what the money was for. To 
date I feel I still have the rent money for my land due me and I feel 
confident the party leasing it has paid for it. 

Bureau of Indian Affairs should as a matter of course give each heir 
a full and simplified aceounting of the status of the land, its potential 
value to the individual and the tribe. Heirs should be given the op- 
portunity to have their competency declared and then the authority to 
make decisions regarding disposition. 

I am capable of managing my own business enterprise so, I am en- 
titled to some estate, I wish to transact my own business. All Indian 
landowners should have priority. 

I am now living with my daughter as I had a stroke and am bedridden. 
And if this land can be sold it will help me if I should need hospital 
care. .The children are all willing to have the land sold. I have never 
veaited the tract of land as I was not able and transportation was im- 
possible. 

Yes, we have 160 acres of heirship land. Seven of us heirs. My 
youngest sister and I live nearby. But the other five are somewhere in 
California and I never heard from them since 1941. My mother’s 
cousin wants to buy the land. She is now or was living on it, but we 
can’t get the signatures of the other five. A place like that with so 
little heirs, it seems a person could get a loan of some kind, but no one 
waren wants to loan money out to a family of 17 for fear they'll get 
stung. 

I am the original grantee of allotment which is under Pine 
Ridge. I do not know if this would be considered heirship land since it 
was not inherited by me. The land is managed by Pine Ridge and I have 
no knowledge of. who leases it, etc., except that I do receive lease checks 
(ridiculously small) about ence a year. Several years ago, when I 
wanted my grandmother who owns a ranch in the Indian Reserva- 
tion to bave the use of the land to run her cattle on I was told by 
the agency I had no say in the matter and it was leased to someone else, 
the agent signing for me. I do not feel this is right. 

Being a new heir and am unfamiliar to the laws governing heirship 
realty, I very much would like to obtain pamphlets explaining proper 
procedure in leasing, patent fee, selling, etc. Where may I obtain such? 

I have never fully understood the quantity of heirship land I have, 
what my rights are concerning it or what I am entitled to from it. I 
know I have received a very small sum from the Pine Ridge Agency in 
the past year but I’m not certain as to what it was for nor have I ever 
been informed that I belong to a tribe. I would appreciate clarifica- 
tion of these things. - 
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3354 The only problem I have is concerned with the Pine Ridge Reserva- 


tion on which a Government-use area is located. What is being done 
about it and how can we obtain the money or some of the money which 
is supposed to be paid out yearly to all that own some land on this area 
is something that nobody can answer because the Government won’t say 
anything or place notice anyplace. I am yet to see any one person get 
payment out of it. This land is a bombing area which is used the Ells- 
worth Air Force Base. 

Too much powers of attorney too much redtape. The biggest share- 
owner has nothing to say, heirs should have say on final lease payments. 


The situation on the Pine Ridge Government and tribal control is too 
much. 
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Rosesup AGENCY 


Questionnaires were mailed to 1,942 heirs of the Rosebud Agency 
and 407 (approximately 20 percent) completed returns were received 
from adults. 

GENERAL INFORMATION 


The median age of Rosebud heirs is in the 41- to 50-year category. 
Distribution by age groups were as follows: 21 to 30, 62; 31 to 40, 
77; 41 to 50, 86; 51 and over, 175; no answer, 7. There are 186 males 
and 214 females (7 did not answer). Three hundred and twenty-one 
heirs have children with a grand total of 1,194. Two hundred and 
fifty-nine heirs are heads of households, 379 are members of the tribe, 
16 are not. Median blood quantum is full with the distribution as 
follows: fullbloods, 201; three-quarterbloods, 69; halfbloods, 81; 
one-fourth or less Indian blood, 46; no answer, 10. Residing on the 
reservation are 197 heirs, 206 live off and 4 did not answer. Living on 
trust land there were 155 heirs and 6 of these tracts were located off 
the reservation. Welfare assistance was received by 98 heirs durin 
1958 and of this number 64 lived on the reservation, 33 off, and 1 di 
not answer. 

About one-half of the heirs (195) answered the question concerning 
income during 1958 and the median was less than $1,000. The distri- 
bution by income categories was: 0 to $1,000, 119; $1,001 to $2,000, 30; 
$2,001 to $3,000, 15; $3,001 to $4,000, 9; $4,001 and over, 22. If the 
income for those living on and off the reservation is computed sep- 
arately we still find the median to be less than $1,000. Income com- 
puted by blood quantum revealed the following medians, fullbloods, 
0 to $1,000; three-quarterbloods, 0 to $1,000; halfbloods, $1,001 to 
$2,000 ; one-fourthblood or less, $2,001 to $3,000. 

Occupations of the heirs were reported as follows: 


Telephone Store manager. 1 
1| Newspaper editor. 1 
65 
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INTERESTS IN HEIRSHIP LAND 


Rosebud heirs own 1,186 interests in heirship land and 92 of these 
are public domain allotments. 

Fifty-five heirs live on heirship land in which they hold an interest, 
and 43 of this group are fullbloods. Median age of this group was 
in the 51 and over category, 27 received welfare assistance, income 
from heirship interests was in the $101 to $150 category. 

Median income for all heirs from heirship interests was between $51 
and $100 per year, with the distribution as follows, 0 to $50, 139; 
$51 to $100, 60; $101 to $150, 40; $151 to $200, 19; $201 to $500, 45; 
$501 to $1,000, 16; $1,001 to $2,000, 4; $2,001 and over, 3. Eighty- 
nine of the heirs had visited one of their heirship interests in calendar 
year 1959, 149 between 1958 and 1949, 15 between 1948 and 1939, 
and 12 at some time prior to 1939. Median distance from heirship 
interests was less than 1 day’s drive (300 miles) with 245 living within 
300 miles, 36 between 301 and 600 miles, 9 between 601 and 900 miles, 
and 36 living more than 900 miles from their heirship interests. 


ACTIONS 


Eighteen heirs actually ranch or farm heirship interests and 47 
have done so in the past 10 years. This indicates that use of heirship 
land by heirs in the past 10 years has decreased by approximately 
72 percent. One hundred and seventy-four heirs have attempted to sell 
heirship interests and 63 were successful. Thirty sold to the tribe. 
In 34 cases the heirs reported the tribe unsuccessfully attempted to 
parchaen some of their interests, and in 25 cases other Indians had 

en unsuccessful in such attempts. 


OPINIONS AND PROPOSALS 


Seventy-six heirs expressed an intent to live on one of their heirship 
interests in the future, and 78 intend to ranch or farm on such inter- 
ests. When asked if they wanted to sell or exchange heirship inter- 
ests, 181 wanted to sell or exchange all, 100 some, and 100 none. 
Therefore, approximately 73 percent want to sell or exchange some or 
all of ther heirship interests. 

One of the questions asked of the heirs was whether they wanted 
the Bureau of Indian Affairs to continue supervision of the heirship 
land, 195 wanted that control continued, and 138 want it removed, 74 
did not answer. When asked why they wanted the Bureau control 
removed or retained the following comments were made: 


CONTINUE BUREAU CONTROL 


1 6322 Yes, my reason I don’t want the State to handle my interest or 
property, cause I won’t know how I am going to pay my taxes. 

7333 Because some of individuals are not capable of transacting their 
business properly. 

7897 They will be cheated out of it if you don’t. 

7945 Difficult to answer without study; however, I would prefer that pre- 
sent functions of the Indian Bureau be maintained with a view toward 
establishing fair disposal methods for those tracts which are of little 
income value. 

7345 Because I’m stiil under treaty. 


1 Individual’s code number. 
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Because they can’t beat us out of it. 

Because we are still under Government control. 

Partially to protect the interests of dependent Indians, old and un- 
educated. 

Because I don’t want to have the Rosebud Sioux Tribal Council to 
have control of my lands. 

I am incompetent, 

To prevent illegal sales to non-Indians. 

Lack of cooperation among the heirs makes unified action impossible. 

I feel more secure in my own race of control. 

I am a widow and cannot get out to do my own business. I do not 
have a car either. 

I don’t think I am competent enought to hang onto my holding besides 
I want to keep my mineral right. 

I want all my inherited heirship land be held in trust. 

In that way I can keep my land a little longer. 

If I am unable to sell my heirship tracts at a reasonable price, I do 
not wish to pay taxes on it. 

Where the tribe are in control an individual cannot get an assignment. 

Because I am still under Government control. 

At least I will have, still have a piece of land; $13 a year from it is 
better than nothing. 

I will have $60 yearly income than none at all. Also a land. 

Because, the Indians are not capable of handling their own affairs. 

If it wasn’t for Government control the racial group would try to beat 
the Indians out of their land. 

The Government is more qualified in handling situation such as this 
and if their control should be removed, more problems than now present 
would undoubtedly arise. 

They can sell some so I can have something to live on and they can 
take care of me when I die. 

Because our children need the land to live on. 

Because I rather keep it for my children. They don’t own any land. 

For the benefit of the younger generation. 

Because I feel the Indian people who live on the reservation hasn’t a 
chance for steady work. 

The heirship land I have an interest in, is shared with my brothers, 
and it will be tax free if the Government looks after it. We do want to 
Sell it as we need the funds. 

To prevent problems of hardship arising from taxation of Indian 
land. The Bureau should never terminate its services, 

PM a a if the State gets ahold of our heirship land it will become 
xable. 

The heirship is such a small share, where nine people share 160 acres. 
The Indian Bureau is doing fine as it is. 

Too old to take care of it; no way to get to it if I did want to see if. 

Until I can return to the reservation to arrange for the sale of my 
land, sometime in the fall of 1959. 

Because they appraise the land and a person selling gets a fair price. 

I always get my lease money. 

Im satisfied. 

So that it will remain tax free. 

Lack of business experience. 

Until the family decides whether to hold or to sell. 

I can’t look after it myself. 

' nage I have not yet decided what to do with what little interest 
ave. 

Too many small share interest in different land on other reservation. 

I like to keep out unit or T.L.E. 

I don’t want the tribal council to handle it because it is a one-man 
council. 

To be safe. 
le a rental agency handled, after commission there would be nothing 

t. 

Exempt from taxes. 

Because I am afraid the Indian would wind up homeless; those who 
have not the gift of business. 
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To forestall the selling of what little land now remains in the hands 
of the Indian. 

Because the Indian gets a better deal on the land. 

Because I do not know the exact Value of land. 

Because the Rosebud Tribal Council done lots of things wrong. That 
we don’t know or the Indian consent. 

The trust land will soon be gone all sold, many Indian children will 
be homeless. 

But I do not like range units and do not want my land in units. 

Because they do better than anybody else. 

The aid of the Indian Bureau is very necessary in conducting a 
supervised sale by signing a petition for a sale by all heirs. 

Because of taxes and cheating white man. 

Because we don’t get the right prices for any Indian land. 

It is in the best position to do so. 

Because I’m away from home and been in adult vocational training 
program. 

Because of incompetents. Buyer will not be fair—too many livestock 
trade involved. 

Primarily because of the present incompetence of our local govern- 
ment ; moreover of the present standard of living. 

Some of the Indian people are not capable to handle their own busi- 
ness, 

I want trust deed for my land and no assignment. 

We are not ready to do ourselves. 

Lack of experience. 

Satisfied with operation of the Bureau of Indian Affairs in regard 
to land transactions. 

It is more safe to keep it that way. 

More safe to keep it that way. 

i do not believe we are ready to take over all the responsibilities. 

Because if the Indians who get their own way would sell and be out. 

They are doing a very good job so I think they should continue. 

I feel the Indian Bureau is handling the situation adequately. 

Some heirship land where not too many heirs are involved could be 
kept by the heirs in trust status. 

Because I’m alone now. 

Because I would be unable to pay taxes. 

Tax free. 

To prevent sale to non-Indians. 

Because the Government can always buy the heirship land. 

But give us a free hand in using our own land. 

Source of income. 

Source of income. 

Because tribal officers are not competent or qualified to handle land 
transactions. 

Tribe can’t handle. 

If the individual was allowed to handle his own land, they would 
more than likely sell it. Then there would be a problem of some place 
for the Indian to live. I think it’s wise to keep the land in the family 
through generations. 

I would always like a yearly income, however small in income. 

Because we feel that we might be cheated if we try to do the selling 
ourselves. 

To advertise and sell to highest bidder the lands located in other 
reservations. 

I think it is best. 

That way Indians will be able to live on his land, whereas, under the 
T.L.E. system an Indian is compelled to move to town and this creates 
problems. 

Because I do not want the tribal government to control my land. 

Because they have sufficient and efficient staff to eventually remedy 
such. 

Keep off of taxation. 

Supervision of sale of lands, advertise and processing of sales. 

Because I feel the agency will continue to exercise proper care and 
see that we get fair dealings. 
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To protect the remaining tribe on the reservations and the heirs. 

It’s not much, but still you’re landholder and get little money once in 
awhile. 

Only way, no one cheats us or gets our property, land, etc., cheap. 

Because if there is any selling or trading to be done it has to go 
through the Government and they can get in touch with me. 

Under the allotment system is better, but the tribal management 
forced most Indians around town demanding aid all the time. 

But I wish they would let us have our checks when most needed, 
than to wait till they feel like working on them. After all, they get 
paid for it. 

If Indian land wasn’t restricted, it would soon pass into white hands 
and Indians would wind up with nothing. 

To keep peace in heirs as owners of lands. 

I am a blind person and am reluctant to change the status of control 
on my land. 

_ Cause some of the older iudians have no place to go and don’t know 
how to manage. 

There are some heirs that would refuse to pay taxes on this land. 

Because every Indian will sell every inch they own and will the 
children nothing. 

To keep white people out ; to benefit Indian ranchers. 

Being that none of the heirs are living back there it probably can 
be handled better this way. 

Because I cannot pay taxes. I don’t want to be under control of 
Robert Burnette. 

There are some heirs that would refuse to pay taxes on this land. 

For the present, maybe. Some folks might let theirs go for almost 
anything. Leaving older generation without a home. 

j Because it’s better control, and the tribe don’t benefit nothing, only 
ew. 

If the land becomes taxable, who is going to pay the tax? It’s 
complicated enough. 

Some of the heirs would not be able to help maintain the land 
(taxes). 

I have no experience. 

My allotment is more safer under the allotment system; whereas 
under tribal government who cannot use them as we are constantly 
reminded that it is in the unit and being used by a landless Indian 
under a program. 

We get honest deal, under careful supervision, I know that no 
higher type man will cheat me. 


REMOVE BUREAU CONTROL 


Of no value to me in present status. Wish to dispose of for full 
monetary value. 

Because none of the heirs are close enough to handle properly. 

I don’t have any heirship land and never owned any in my life. 

Because trust land will all be gone soon. 

I do not want the Indian Bureau to control, because they have, and 
I have not, been able to sell any. 

I would like to dispose of the land as I have no use for it and never 
intend to live in South Dakota. 
é eacouel rentals each year, and lands should be sold and money 

v 

All heirs don’t care to live on, or farm, so, therefore, I want to sell. 

To my advantage to have control of all my own affairs. 

Such a long process to sell the land. 

The control of the land by another bureau may make things easier 
for the Indian. 

So Indian people living off the reservation may dispose of their in- 
terest and use the money to better themselves. 

Because there’s too much redtape, and we don’t get enough lease 
money to make use of. 

Because we want to sell it. 

To sell. 
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Our tribe is operating under the Indian Reorganization Act of 1934. 
Our tribal council should administer the control of the land. 

Because I don’t like their rules. 

Because they might take all of my land away from me. 

Because we can’t live on the land. 

Rather have this land sold, as there are too many heirs, and it is 
cut up into small shares. 

I would like to sell all and have a home of my own. 

Because I want to sell all and live away from reservation, as I have 
done before. 

Because I need it. 

I appreciate the Indian Bureau for keeping our land tax free, but I 
would like to own my home apart from the undivided heirship system. 

I want to buy a home. 

There are no restricted Indians interested in any of this land; there- 
fore, all interested parties should be free agents. At present no one 
can lease, sell, or otherwise dispose of any portion thereof. 

I plan tostay in Chicago, Ill. I intend to make my home in Chicago. 

I feel that some of us Indians are well able to deal and care for the 
heirship land, such as leasing or selling to the best of our interest. 

My interest in 80 acres amounts to about one-sixth, and if sold I can 
use the money. 

If I could sell my share, I’ll buy a lot and house in Yankton. 

: They have done an awful poor job of taking care of my property or 
nterest. 

They make good living by handling my affairs, but we see hard times. 

Their supervision for 75 years hasn’t done us much good. 

They don’t do me any good—only to tell me of rules and regulations. 

Too much redtape. Small income. 

I want land all sold and my share paid to me. 

The TLE, or Rosebud, bought one tract of 320 acres of land from 
my interest for $1,200, when I was offered $3,500. 

I want the land sold and money divided among the heirs. 

Pe. rather handle my own lands rather than through the Indian 
ce. 

Would like to get some of land sold so I can have some of my money 
and can live decently. 

To sell all heirship of mine. 

Because for 7 years they have not done anything to our satisfaction 
in the way of selling our land. 

Sell it; can’t do anything with scattered interests. 

I want to handle all the heirship land interest in a competent way. 

It takes 1 to 2 years to transact business with Indian Bureau—too 
slow ; too much delay ; no business. 

I want control of my heirship lands in leasing or selling. 

We travel back and forth, wasting money on gas and oil, over one 
land matter ; inconvenient to both us and Government. 

I rather be in self-control on all my heirship land. 

Unfair. 

Not convenient for those that want to live out of the State. 

I want all heirship land sold and money divided ; no use holding it. 

It’s our own land ; we want to contro! it. 

Due to redtape. 

Because I would like to sell it all. 

Too much redtape. 

I can do nothing with my land ; I need start myself. 

Because regardless of my feelings they will lease to whoever they 
want. 

I have supported myself all this time. 

Because of frequent long delays in business with the lessee and other 
heirs, and because of cost in transacting leases to and from office to 
lessee. 

I believe we are capable of managing our affairs. 

Visits to agency are frequent and needless; time and money are 
wasted over a small tract of land. 

I may sell it. 
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Want tribal control of land. 

They don’t handle the heirship right. 

Because it is so fractionated it’s of no use to keep. It gets worse 
every year. 

I believe we are capable of managing our affairs. 

The history of BIA control has proven its administration of land 
matters to be contrary to all principles of good management and com- 
monsense. 

Too many heirs causes friction, trouble among heirs. 

I can get better service, and I’ll insist that the ground get fertilizer 
every year. I can operate my lease a lot better. 

Because of. the time-consuming policy of the Bureau in disposing of 
land. 

Their form of business is too slow ; if they favor an heir it’s worse. 

Because I'd like to get a lump sum instead of dribs and drabs now 
and then. 

They are very slow in completing a land transaction, or either they 
fail. It took them 6 years to decide on our case and have not finished 
yet. 

Too many heirs. This piece of land doesn’t do one any good; too 
many disagreements. 

Maybe it’ll be easier to sell to someone for the price it’s worth. 

I believe Indians should learn how to do their own business; even 
if they fail, they should have that right. 

Too much expense to Government. So far this year I receive a 
check for 1 cent. Getting more heirs every year. 

Because anyone can pay the agent in charge of the land and lease it 
for nothing. 

The history of the Bureau of Indian Affairs in 85 years in the Dakotas 
has been one of mismanagement and bungling. 

I have to travel back and forth every time I want to make a deal in 
any one land. 

My co-heirs are all competent enough so that we can handle our own 
lands, 

We heirs all want to sell before the land price goes down to nothing 
again. 

Too much redtape and, at the same time, the human life is short. 

So undivided interests can be disposed of by people living off the 
reservation. 

oan many heirs to a land don’t help us; we can’t make any good use 
of them. 

I am sure I’m capable of taking care of my own welfare and business. 
I own my own home and I would like to go into business myself. 

Indian Bureau is too slow in handling our land. 

So I may sell when I want to. 

Because the land is no use to me for I am making my home in New 
Mexico. 

Outside of the tax situation, I would prefer to do my own business in 
a white man’s way of leasing. 

Can’t recall them doing anything for me for 20 years, so why start 
now. 

You cannot live on land over which you have no control. 

Let heirs take care of their share—sell or keep. 

Because one is out of the reservation. 

Notice received this way. Has very seldom or never paid off. 

Because I never get anything straight. I want all my business papers 
sent direct to me. 


Question 26b asked the heirs if they would want their interests 
sold and the money divided among the heirs. Two hundred seventeen 
heirs wanted all their interests sold, 49 some, 47 none, and 94 did not 
answer. Therefore the group of heirs wanting all their interests sold 
constitutes a clear majority of those answering. 

While this is a majority opinion, the question arises as to whether 
this opinion is opposed by any particular group within the heirs. We 
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have therefore cross-tabulated the answers to this question by various 
categories; i.e., blood quantum, residence, etc., to determine if there is 
any significant difference of opinion held by recognizable groups of 


heirs. 


Question 26b: I would like to have the tract(s) of heirship land in which I own 


an interest sold and my share of the money paid to me. 


Sell all 


Sell some 


Sell none 


No 
answer 


Bowes 


oh 


wok Sil 


Living on reservation. 
Not living on reservation... 
No answer 


oss 3 


Living on trust or restricted land 
Not living on trust or restricted land 
No answer 


Living on heirship 
Not living on heirship 
No answer 


$500 
$501 to $1,000 
$1,001 to $2,000_ 
$2,001 and over. 
No answer 
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Categories Sell Sell None No 
all some answer 
Do not farm or ranch heirship................--...------------- 209 42 41 87 
Continue Bureau control of land. -_._.............--.-.-----.--- 72 35 34 54 
Remove Bureau control of land-_--..........----.-....----.---- 104 6 12 16 
Want to sell or exchange heirship interests: 


An examination of the cross-tabulation statistics indicate that in 
almost all cases the majority of the heirs want to sell some or all of 
their heirship interests, and that those wanting to sell all, as weighed 
against those wanting to sell some or none are still in the majority. 

e exceptions to this general picture are the heirs that live on and/or 
farm or ranch land in which they hold an interest, and those heirs 
receiving between $1,001 and $2,000 from their heirship interests. It 
would seem reasonable to assume those heirs using heirship land want 
to retain the interests they live on or use. The group receiving be- 
tween $1,001 and $2,000 Mie their heirship interests was composed 
of three heirs, one wanted to sell all and the other two wanted to 
sell some. It may be that the two wanting to sell some prefer to re- 
tain the interests from which the higher income is derived. 

For the purpose of ascertaining more detailed information con- 
cerning the group of heirs who did not want to sell or exchange any 
interest (question 25) and wanted Bureau control continued (question 
26a) these have been cross-tabulated with question 26b as follows: 


Question 26b: I would like to have the tract(s) of heirship land in which I own 
an interest sold and my share of the money paid to me. 


Sell all |Sellsome| None No 
answer 
26a. I want the Indian Bureau to keep its present control: 
ond ds due 104 6 12 16 
25. Do you want to sell or exchange your undivided interests in es 
heirship lands: 


INDIAN HEIRSHIP LAND STUDY 127 


This cross-tabulation points out that of those heirs wanting Bureau 
control over heirship land rétained the majority want to sell all their 
interests. Among the heirs that did not answer concerning Bureau 
control, the majority prefer all heirship interests be sold. Of the 
100 heirs that stated. they did not want to sell or exchange interests 
in answer to question 25, 15 expressed a desire that all interests be 
sold, 3 wanted some sold, and 39 did not want any sold. This would 
seem to indicate that some of the heirs in this group want their in- 
terests sold but do not want to handle the negotiations themselves. 
The balance obviously want to hold onto their heirship interests. 

Question 26(c) asked if the heirs wanted all restrictions removed 
on heirship lands so that they and the other heirs could handle the 
land themselves; 167 wanted the restrictions removed, 140 wanted them 
continued, and 100 did not answer. 

Question 27 was an attempt to draw from the heirs suggestions 
to the Congress concerning possible solutions to the problem. The 
question was worded in such a way as to inform the Indians that 
a solutions had been offered in the past and four of these were 

isted, then space was left for the heirs to make any recommendations 
they wanted. While the question was not intended to be one of 
multiple choice it was found that 179 simply checked off one of the 
four suggestions and 54 wrote in their own recommendations. Of 
the 179 that used checks, 58 wanted more than half the heirs to have 
authority to lease, sell, etc. The next largest group (49) wanted 
heirs owning more than half to have this authority. Forty wanted 
any one heir to have the right to appeal to state courts for partition 
or sale, and 32 wanted all heirship probates handled by state courts. 
Among the various suggestions made by the heirs that did write in 
their own, selling the land cropped up most often. Heirs expressed 
desires that it be sold to the tribe, other heirs, or anyone else. The 
text of these suggestions follow : 

77 Why not let an heir buy out others where it is possible. 

7714 Would like to have patents issued to these lands. 

7453 Power of attorney should be given to the heirs owning more than half 

the tract to lease, partition, sold, or the timber cut. 

7059 Partition all heirship land in reservation and in all counties where 

these lands located. 

6580 I would like the Congress and this committee to remove some of the 

the redtape. 

7680 All heirship partitioned or sold and paid to heirs. 

6423 One should buy all of the heirship out or sell it to the tribe. 

6424 One should buy all of the heirship out or sell it to the tribe. 

6933 Pm. think it would be better if they fix it where a guy could sell all his 

6329 With several heirs it is best to sell as the lease is too small an amount. 

A supervised sale with payments per month. 

7716 I would suggest that all the heirship land be sold and the money 

divided among the heirs. 

7940 Sell the land. 

6223 To keep all heirship land on the Yankton Reservation in trust. 

7774. ~~ Have the heirs decide to do what they want with the land, and don’t 

let the Government handle this end of the problem or problems. 

7921 Disneee land which has too many heirs and divide the money to the 

elrs. 

6302 I think we should do like the white citizens do, sell the property 

and settle it with the heirs. 


*Individual’s code number. 
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If there are many heirs then the land should be sold. 

The heirship land with small share should be sold to whoever owns 
the biggest share. 

If any of the larger shareowners want the land, they could buy out 
the small shareowners, they should have first chance. 

I think the land should be put in complete control of the owners. 

Only those who need Federal protection to remain under Bureau, lim- 
ited supervision for 10 years. 

The superintendent of each reservation should be empowered to act 
in the interest of minors or unprobated estates to settle division of 
interests or shares. 

I think we should receive a patent in fee for the land and sell it. 

Enact law to sell all heirship land and to divide the proceeds among 
the heirs. 

Sell all heirship land. 

Remove restrictions, remove complicated administration. 

If heirship land is less than one-quarter section, it should be sold and 
money given to heirs. 

My opinion on the problem is to sell back to tribe as they will benefit 
from it as it is doing the heirs out here no good. 

Should be able to sell land without so many papers to go through. 

I think all heirship land that is too many heirs into so smaller shares 
ought to be sold. 

I think that it should be sufficient just to have the main heirs do the 
signing, and the rest of the heirs go along with him. 

Legislation should be passed to give the Superintendent official au- 
thority to negotiate sale of heirship land to expedite the division of 
interests. 

To enact law to sell all heirship lands and to divide proceeds among 
the heirs. 

Sell all land that has lots of heirs. 

All heirship land should be sold and proceeds divided. 

Land should be sold and money divided, getting too many heirs. 

I think present system should be done away with and allow Indians to 
handle own business, 

I think we should be allowed to sell our land and use the money 
while we are alive. 

Have Government sell the heirship land. 

Sell all heirship land. 

I think that the more responsible persons should be allowed to handle 
their own problems. Any person with a high school education is well 
capable of this. 

Sell out to Indian tribe and have one owner instead 150 Indians on 
40-acre tract of land. 

Many leased, has too many heirs and their checks are too small. All 
heirship lands with too many heirs should be sold, because it causes 
too much trouble. 

A I — those heirship lands with a longer list of heirs be sold before 
long. 

I would prefer the appropriate Federal agency appraise the value of 
the land, allow heirs first choice to bid for purchase allowing for rea- 
sonable time to raise the money, then if no buyer, allow other Indians 
who are not heirs bid in like manner, and then if no buyer, accept 
bids from anyone. 

I have an interest in land where there are about 64 heirs. In cases 
es — I wish the land would be sold and the money divided among 
us heirs. 

Let the Federal Government control all heirship lands so to be saved 
for Indian use. 

What I think is whether be sold and the money we can use our own 
good use of it. 

Heirship land with too many heirs should be disposed of and au- 
thority given to one of the remaing chief heirs to sign. 

In our interest all heirs should agreed to all transactions. 
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7740 I would suggest releasing all Government control of Indian affairs, 
unless the individual is incompetent. Mineral rights should be reserved 
for any Indian land sold. 

6693 I would think all heirship land should be sold as soon as possible. 
Matters are getting more complicated every day. 

7033 To enact law to sell all heirship land and to divide proceeds among 
heirs. 

7781 Since Indians now are scattered I believe the one who has half in- 
terest should do business. 


Question 28 asked if the heir owned land that was not held in trust 
status. Seventy-two heirs (approximately 19 percent of those answer- 
ing) do own fee land. Of this number 51 stated how they acquired 
it. Thirty-two purchased their fee property, 16 inherited it, 2 received 
it as a gift, and 1 was issued a fee patent. Of the heirs owning land 
in fee, 4 were not members of the tribe, median age was in the 41 
to 50 year age bracket, median blood quantum was three-quarters, 
26 lived on the reservation, 46 off, 17 lived on trust land, 14 received 
welfare assistance in 1958, median income was less than $1,000, 10 
live on heirship land, and 13 ranch or farm heirship interests. 

Question 29 was an attempt to draw from the heirs any and all com- 
plaints concerning their heirship lands. It was worded in very gen- 
eral terms and was successful in its objective. Complaints of all types 
were registered including (1) heirship land was being leased with- 
out the signature of the ys 2) tribal land enterprise held up sale 
of heirship land; (3) heirs receiving less than market value when land 
ror sold to the tribal land enterprise. The text of all complaints 

ollow : 


+7046 In my case I would like to know what I have and what my share is 
worth as I would like to pay for my home here as soon as possible. 

7073 Yes, why send 87-cent checks, cost 10 cents to cash the check (plus 
Government cost of 4 cents to mail the check, plus paper, labor, and such) 
76 cents is of very little value. When all heirs’ money can very easily be 
paid once a year instead of twice yearly. I, like everyone else, pay 
taxes. Surely something can be done to save cost. I can waste the 
76 cents on stamps (to hurry the settlement of heirs) and write letter 
to Rosebud knowing I'll get no answer “a waste.” The check lies in 
my desk now. 

6689 I believe that when tribes offer to buy Indian land they should meet 
the offer of white buyers. 

7578 In 1957 I got a $100 payment; got only $5 in the last 3 years, lease 
money. Let me hear from you as soon as possible as I am really in 
need of money. 

7825 I am 75 years old and a widow not getting old-age assistance as I 
applied for a fee patent this spring and was refused. I am the only 
heir to the land; wanted to sell. I did not want to sell to the so-called 
tribal land enterprise as I was sure I can get more otherwise, so I 
did not give the tribe a preference so I have been refused. I also 
applied for a so-called grant check to assist me as there was not any 
other assistance but as I was getting over $400 a year on my leases 
I was refused. If an office worker is getting around $200 to $300 a 
month and still have mounting bills, what is $400 a year? 

6743 I haven’t lived near the reservation or my part of lands for 15 years 
and have been trying to sell the land for some time. We wish to buy 
property here in the city to have a decent place to live without paying 
rent. If we had the money out of the land we could buy our own place. 
We never get an answer or always delayed about the sale of the places. 
We want the money now. We want to dispose of it all as quickly as 
possible. Is there anyway we can sell either to the tribal council or 
private now? 


1Individual’s code number. 
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I was called to Rosebud last July by , the examiner of in- 
heritance about some land that was sold a long time ago. And it was 
paid out to the wrong people. And it was supposed to be settled this 
May 1959. They were supposed to find the right heirs. If I am one 
of them I have not heard any more from them. 

Very few Indians left on reservation. We desire that blood quantum 
be adjusted or abided as law provides and practiced, then problems of 
land grabs or acquisition be forbidden. That way, our problem in land 
use within Indians (fullblood) be simple, by careful supervision of 
BIA. Uneducated Indians are given care and protected while others 
of lesser degree are now incompetent to help support their county and 
State in taxation. 

All my lands are leased in unit. I never get anything out of it so 
I don’t dislike this way. I think a person could cancel this unit and 
make it the way they wanted individually. We like to handle this land 
by our own way. This land is worth two or three times the rent 
lease pay. Some lessee wanted to pay double but the head man in 
reservation is holding down. We wanted this to be changed and the 
regulation the way that should be. 

Yes, I am sending you some papers that I received. They do not 
give the amount of money they are paying for lease or how long. 

Yes, for in my case, I would rather sell my share or my own allotment 
and build up on our own allotment on which we live cause we are both 
getting up in age, where we can’t do much in working out any more. 
I have been working out for $4a day. It isn’t much but I know we have 
to eat, get our clothing. But I’m getting little up in age where I can’t 
stand too much heavy work. So I would like to kind of have it easy 
on my last few miles. And have a few chickens on our own land, 
fix our home up; it needs repairing bad. 

We have been waiting to sell the land for 3 years. We don’t intend 
to live there. We can’t buy a house where we are since this has been 
our home for 20 years. We've all been raised off the reservation. I hope 
something is done pretty soon. 

We have been trying to sell this piece of heirship land for the last 
3 years but there is a delay in our Rosebud Agency. We seem to get a 
little action from the workers at the agency when we go down there and 
talk to them personally, but we live 200 miles away and it’s impossible 
for us to go often ; our letters do no good. 

When I receive checks through the mail I would like to have a clear 
explanation of where the land is, what the payment is for, and how 
my share is involved in the payment. Most of the time, I don’t know 
whether the payment is for a grazing or farming lease or sale of land or 
partitioning or for timber cuts. This would keep me informed con- 
cerning my interest and I would be in a much clearer position if legal 
action is involved. 

Yes, I and my dad owned one-half interest in my mother’s estate in 
which was 160 acres. We wanted partitioned back in 1953 and in 1958 
they sent us some papers to be signed for appraisment and I asked Mr. 
and he informed me that it was impossible to appraise the land 
and I told him to appraise the land and let the buildings go as I intend 
to give my share of the buildings to my dad which would be his home. 
I never heard from them yet and about lease money, it is said in the 
lease office at Rosebud that all lease money shall be paid 1 year at a 
time. Lease money ranges from 1 penny to 2 or 3 hundred dollars, and 
a man has to beg for his lease money if he or she needs it in advance. 

We are depending just on our lands as there is no jobs and some are 
old and cannot work. We are living just on lease money. We want to 
sell lease 1 in the quickest way. We waited 4 to 5 years to 
wait untill it’s sold and some died before it is sold. 

We should be permitted to do business like other citizens of the 
United States; reservation control is harmful to the Indians. 
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The bare minimum amount for which Indian land is leased is so 
low that white leasers lease it for practically nothing. The best thing 
for Indians to do would be to refuse to sign their leases until an 
agreement is made to raise the lease but most of them are starving so 
what little money they get seems all right to them at the time. We have 
a small interest in a half section where 200 acres of it is under cultiva- 
tion, but this white leaser pays only $400 per year for it and refuses to 
lease it on a share basis, knowing that if he holds out the main share- 
holders will lease it for what little they can get other than not secure 
anything at all. If someone could supervise these lease transactions in 
favor of the Indians it might help. It might prove an incentive for some 
to buy heirship lands if they received a decent amount for lease. 

I don’t quite understand this form. But my mother did own some 
land in South Dakota. Her name was and I don’t know where 
it was or how much as she passed away. 

I would like to exchange my own allotment for a tribal land where I 
can make my home, I am living on my mother-in-law’s land, as any of 
my heirship lands or my own land I cannot live on them as they either 
are leased out or no water on them that is why I’d like mine to be 
exchanged for one I can live on. When we ask for our money, the em- 
ployees talk like the money is being paid out of their own pocket or 
working on their own time they let us have our money when they feel 
like it. 

Yes, I do, I would like my 160 acres my father left me since I was 
sole heir to it. My father’s land now belongs to the Sioux Tribe and 
I have never signed any paper at all. I would like to have that trans- 
action investigated to see if it was legal. The total amount I have got 
off my land in the last 21 years is about $400. I get $86 a year from 
160 acres, $15.00 from 58 acres, and $1 to 1 cent from the others. All 
together I own 376,225 and still don’t own a thing the Government has 
it so wrapped up. 

I would like to bring this problem to your attention, I am sure I would 
have the opportunity of renting my land without difficulty of going 
through the Rosebud office, and I would have the opportunity of receiv- 
ing the money in full payments, instead of receiving the rental money 
a year at a time basis. 

There is one heirship land we have on Pine Ridge Reservation. My 
father’s brother owned this land, 320 acres. He died in the 
1920’s, we were up there at the Pine Ridge Agency to check up on that 
land. We were very young when he died. They probated his estate 
some time after he died. Well there’s some names on the lease papers 
we don’t know. One thing I know, my Uncle was a bachelor to 
his death, he had one brother, my father and one sister, 
now it seems like only my brothers and sisters and I and children 
should come in on that 320 acres. 

I feel that I am not receiving sufficient returns for the amount of 
acreage which is leased from this estate according of the valuation 
placed on this land. As I have been informed that my one-third interest 
in the 2 allotments would be approximately $20 a year. 

I would like to be able to sell my land. I could have sold it toa 
non-Indian and had my money, but the tribe met the bid and from then 
on were vague about payments. I am a deaf mute and it is rather diffi- 
cult for me to transact business. 

Referring to of which I own a one-sixth interest, I would 
like to point out as an example the disposition and disposing of this land 
and the time element involved. This sale has been in process for about 
2 years with continuous letters and request made by the heirs and in- 
tensive paperwork involved has evidently caused us delay and to my 
knowledge it is far from being complete. If I were allowed to consoli- 
date all my interest in one tract of land, I would be satisfied to continue 
leasing or possibly sell. But nevertheless, I would have only one tract 
of land to contend with instead of interests in several tracts. 
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Yes, of , S. Dak., he refuse to pay me the 3 years lease 
amy I had sign the lease contracts and which I should receive $75 in 
advance for the 3 years. And, of course, I owe $13 before I sign 
the lease. But where is the balance of my money? I am asking the 
department whoever handle this kind of troubles and that we face is 
trouble. (official at Rosebud) he wouldn’t do nothing, never did, 
and he never will. He is lookin after (himself). 

Yes, I have been trying for 10 years to trade my heirship for one 
solid tract of land. But cannot get nothing done, we have no cooperation 
from the Rosebud Indian Office. 

I would like for someone to take this case up and get the land sold. 
We have been trying to sell the land since 1952. It has been probated 
2 or 3 times. Only 1 year that I signed any papers to let it be leased. 
This year I wrote Rosebud saying not to lease it and in a few days I 
received a check saying it was leased. I do think someone is making 
a little side money on it. I hope this will be taken care of before any 
more of the heirs pass away. 

I have been in the ranching business for quite a while and have tried 
to exchange shares with my brothers and sisters so I can own most of 
the shares and stay in business. I have also tried to exchange with 
the Rosebud Sioux Tribe but no soap. Every time I ask about the 
progress they tell me wait until the next meeting. I have been waiting 
for such meetings for 5 years. There is getting to be a lot of Indians such 
as me going out of business because too much land is being sold. Sell- 
ing Indian land is not so bad for some that don’t care. But there is 
a few left who would like to use the land. 

Why we are not allowed to ask more money on our leases. Why we 
do not see or sign leases. Why some of the heirs do not receive their 
full amount of lease money. Why do the men (a group) have more 
authority over this land than we the heirs. There are a group of men 
in , S. Dak., that has had control of my mother’s land for 52 
years, and before her death. Half the time our letters of inquiry of 
this land is never answered. 

We, the majority of heirs, signed an application to sell an heirship 
land on the Pine Ridge Reservation about 4 years ago. All but 
three or four heirs, permanently absent and or severed their relation- 
ship not with the tribe but the Indian Bureau or either died recently and 
their estates were not yet or then probated, signed the application but 
as the regulations read all the heirs will sign before a sale can be con- 
sidered. Since this application was filed two or three more heirs died 
creating more heirs and work for the Government. A special law should 
be made to handle the problems. 

I would like to have all my heirship lands sold on the 2 reservations I 
have check. Because I am in poor health and would like the money 
for medical expenses and such. 

In making application for sale of an inherited land many obstalces 
stand in the way. A title status report takes months work on part of 
Government employees. Appraisal takes more months, usually a back- 
log with hundred or more applications waiting. Only special cases are 
screened and passed. All applications are not treated alike. Regula- 
tion should be modified so that land sales can be hurried along faster 
than present rate. Indian Bureau should be only for those who actually 
need it. 

There are eight brothers and sisters in my family.. Together we have 
interest in five different tracts of heirship land. Four of us are presently 
going through a procedure to consolidate our interests. I could com- 
plain about the reams of redtape that faces us in simple transactions. 
However else you and your committee may view the Indian problem, it 
is grossly unfair and prejudiced to set up a different system for the ac- 
quisition or disposal of property by Indians. The major block, however, 
which is contrary to all things Americans hold dear, and which is one 
of the principles for which Americans have fought and died, is the rule 
which says that any land in which TLE (tribal land enterprise) has an 
interest cannot be purchased by anyone except the tribe. I can see the 
paternalistic attitude (although I do not have to agree) of the Bureau 
in trying to protect the individual Indian from unscrupulous buyers. 
by what stretch of the imagination does the rule mentioned protect any- 
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one? This rule blocks the consolidation the four of us are trying to 
make. And, by the way, such a consolidation is the one thing all pub- 
licity has requested. They call for such consolidation and then block 
through their rules. 

Yes, the problem is this. On heirship land there is always lot of 
trouble among the heirs. I guess that to avoid all this trouble I think 
if the tribe or the Indian agency has the power and money they should 
buy up all the heirship land and then sell it to someone in its own 
tribe. That way it will teach them that you can’t live on the fat of 
land and depend on the Government all our lives. I don’t know the 
laws and regulations on the reservation any more about the heirship 
land; my opinion is sell it, save lots of bookwork and redtape. 

We have tried to sell the allotment of but one of the heirs 
died and the application was left on file. The probate of said heir has 
just now been completed and we will make a new application. The 
reason I wanted my share of this land sold is because I have been 
living in a tent for 5 years. I have to haul and pay for my water. I 
very much would like to purchase a house and drill a well on the land 
I am living on now. I want to express my appreciation in your interest 
in my problems and that of my people. 

In behalf of having heirs of lands it is hard for me to move on any 
of the lands because there is always a disregard from other heirs. So 
if it is possible I would like to exchange all my heirship lands for one 
piece of land which I could call my own and make a home on so that 
there will be no misunderstanding among heirs. If this can’t be done 
will sell all heirship land. 

If it could be done I want to have it fixed so I could sell my share. 
Otherwise I have to wait about 2 or 3 years for the other heirs to sign 
up. I sure need money because I am past old age pension but on 
account of the heirship land I don’t get help from nowhere, except 
what little lease money I get. I want to get trust deeds for the land 
I got from TLE. That’s how I was told, but so far nothing has been 
done; everytime I inquire they told me a different story. 

I don’t even know where my land is or who is farming it. 

We have been trying to sell We have (I and my older 
sister) had application put in since June 1955. Since then we have 
letters telling us the land has been appraised, but so far nothing has 
been done about it. We're pretty anxious to sell for we are in need of 
money. 

I have never known exactly where what land I own is although I 
have been receiving lease money at least once a year. 

Yes, I own my own home here in California, having resided here for 
almost 20 years and have filled out, executed, and done all necessary 
to have my land sold through the Rosebud agency in Rosebud, S. Dak., 
in order that I may use the funds to improve my home here as I have 
not and do not intend returning to that area even though I never re- 
sided near or at Rosebud. This procedure of selling through the 
agency seems to take too great a length of time and I do not know 
the reason; it could be of insufficient workers in that office or procrasti- 
nation. As stated in previous answer, I have one daughter who is 
married and has her own home near me, and all other mémbers of 
my family own their own homes. Hence anything you can do to expe- 
dite the sale of this allotment will be more than appreciated. 

I have a one-fourth undivided interest in a 160-acre allotment on the 
Rosebud, S. Dak. Reservation. I tried partition or to purchase the 
other three-fourths of the allotment, but due to signatures of all heirs 
restriction has made it impossible to do so. I tried this when the orig- 
inal four heirs were all living. Two of the heirs have died since and 
now heirs have increased to approximately 15. 

I know from nothing about the size, location, lease, crops, ete., and 
would like to get the information. With a big 99-cent check from 
crops sold it must have been weeds. 

We didn’t get enough money, probably 25 cents or more, and we would 
sell our shares. It should be done in quick way. We have too many 
Indian Bureau offices. Sometimes it takes a year or even 5 years. 
The agency office should have authority to approve this office instead of 
sending it to the area office. Area offices should be abolished. 
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Yes. Is there some way I could get something done to sell all of my 
aunt’s land? It’s been 5 years now and no money or not a word from 
the office about this; there are three of us heirs 
and of course myself. I need the money for hospital expenses ‘and liv- 
ing. I write to but no answer. I am in need of some help, my 
husband died in 1957, 10 years after . Will you please look 
into this, there may be at least 50 cents for me at the office. 

I would like to see the Bureau of Indian Affairs abolished. Most 
Indian employees are not serving the Indian just sitting on the job 
waiting for retiring. There is a lot of graft and cheating the Indian. 
I know of Indian ask for food and fuel in winter, die from exposure 
and starvation. If one calls for an investigation another Indian em- 
ployee comes out and nothing is done. I dont’ think Eisenhower knows 
this; if he did he might do something about it. More than 10 years 
have passed Indian claims for million dollars are still waiting to be 
settled. Get some laws passed, abolish the Indian Bureau, let the 
Indian go. You asked for it. 

I would like to know how I fell heir. How much heir I own. Where 
it is located. What’s being done with it. Who is other heirs. How 
much heir they own. This information I never get. I get a little 
check each year, never the same amount. I would like to know what I 
own. Where this check comes from. Before 1946, I got several checks 
each year since I’ve gotten one each year amounting from $1.47 to 
$12. I would like to know all about my heirship interest. 

I own two-thirds of 80 acres in Nebraska with three others and I have 
been having trouble with them all the time, and I don’t know which 
part of the land I own, and in the past years, I have received only $25 
a year because somebody has been getting the rest of my money and 
now I found out I get $83 a year, and I’d like to know what part of this 
land I own, as I want to sell it. 

Standing Rock Agency will not reply to my correspondence concern- 
ing my interest in that particular agency. I receive no accounting or 
details as to the disposition of the property at any time. 

All I want is to have the land sold so that we can make use of our 
share. I am a widow 73 years old, I have my own home and I live 
alone. My house needs repairing, the roof leaks and needs paint in 
and out. I cannot have any repairs done on my pension check. This 
inherited land is far from where we live and it is not doing us any good 
the way it is, for that reason we want all of it sold and we get our 
share so we can make use of it. My sisters and I want our share, as we 
are getting up in years, and we need the money. 

Congress should do away with Indian Bureau and let us sell all our 
lands at public auction, so we could get ahead. All redtape of Indian 
Bureau don’t help no one; we’re not animals. One-hundred and fifty 
years under Government we're all poor. We want freedom. Don’t 
postpone action, trying to make a political issue of it. 

My concern is too late, most of my heirship land have went into the 
hands of Indians who have very small degree of Indian blood (almost 
white) by their tactics and skill action. It was through them white 
men have used their own money, they get land (fraud) acts. I was 
given 800 certificates for my interest in heirship land, due to hard 
time (relief). I need food for my children, so I trade market price of 
$1 each for groceries—the storeman took all 800 certificates, traded 
$21 worth of food, balance was never return. 

In some instances the Tribal Land Enterprise buys an Indian’s share 
and partitioning for the others is almost always out of the question. 
Today a great many Indians are forced to vacate their homes and move 
into towns when they should have been the ones enjoying some sort of 
a program instead of the past program for the landless Indians. It is 
obvious that we cannot all be ranchers so if there are signs that we 
cannot be engaged in cattle business our lands are considered being 
in the range unit and leased for 35 cents an acre and most generally 
an owner never signs a lease. All leases or transactions should be 
notorized with two witnesses whether they be Indian lands or trans- 
actions being the tribe and a landowner. Some are veterans and should 
be given some consideration. 
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We have a quarter section near our home which we would like to 
lease it to someone who could farm it but instead we were turned down 
as the cattlemen can use it. 

I have interest in heirship land I cannot sell or cannot lease. Office 
employee told me we cannot do anything with this land unless we com- 
ply with his demands. He told us this land will have to lay idle. 
Nobody get good out of it. I told him let it set till hell freezes over. 
Heirship is getting worse one dies more heirs come in no end. Some- 
thing should done very quick right away. 

We cannot sell heirship land. Where one heir’s share is sold to Tribal 
Land Enterprise. Tribal Land Enterprise is the worst graft that come 
to the Sioux Tribe Indians. Tribal Land Enterprise bought land from 
the Indians for the price paid as low as $1 an acre. This same land 
is worth $50 an acre to individual sale. Some of the best farmland 
in this area are heirship land. The heirs always in disagreement, dis- 
crepancy, jealousy, hatred, fights, never good. Give every heir his or 
her share or sell the whole land. 

We know we have some land in South Dakota but do not know 
anything of it. I have written to the Rosebud Agency, Rosebud, S. Dak., 
but have never had a reply. We are hoping you can heip us in the 
matter. Being the oldest of the clan I have been asked by 
the family to find out. If you cannot help us please notify me as to 
whom I can contact. Where is our land located? How much land do 
we have? How many heirs are there to this? We had an offer about 
7 years ago to sell and I had written then to Rosebud asking all of 
these questions but did not receive an answer. Another thing that is 
ridiculous is that we get these checks a couple times a year and they 
are in such a small amount it’s embarrassing to cash, for instance the 
last check we got was for 4 cents. It cost 5 cents to cash, and not only 
that I am intelligent enough to know that it cost the Government much 
more than the 40 cents which was sent to the family all together, 
to send these checks out. I know I don’t have to go into detail, we 
will be waiting for an answer to his before filling in blanks. 

I have been an heir in my mothers estate since 1907 (52 years). 
During all these years the land has been leased by a group of men in 

, S. Dak. This is (hay land) which the sublet, we heirs have 
never signed a lease. In 1955 the lessee sent us blank leases to sign. 
We refused to sign these blank lease paper. We were at that time 
getting $1.50 per acre. We asked for $4 per. The agent at that time 
was . He said we asked to much, and that he would sign the 
lease in favor of the lessee, which he did. This still continues, we are 
fe consulted. This group of men operate this land to suit them- 
selves. 

In the first place this heirship is a joke—as the enclosed check 
(27?22??). One can only imagine the cost factor alone to service this 
account further all Sioux born after 1918 did not receive any allott- 
ment for land nor compensation for said land—so why should they 
be imposed on or made to answer to the Bureau as far as one can see 
anyone born after 1918 can do what he pleases. 

We would rather our checks were discontinued and our interests 
forfeited. To mail us any money as it seems illogical to send out 
checks for pennies. My husband and I are both gainfully employed 
and are not dependent on assistance from Indian lands. Please weed 
out people like us and assist people who haven’t had our opportunities. 

I went to Rosebud, to sell my share to the tribe but there is too 
much redtape. I couldn’t do anything. I had to get all the signers 
that had a share in the land—it can’t be done as the Indians or all 
scattered all over, don’t know where to find them. 

Yes, I have, definitely. Although this particular case is now settled, 
I fell heir to estate on the Crow Creek Indian Reservation and 
was requested to sign a “consent to sale.” I signed and my share was 
81/777600 and 31/129600 and 31/388800. I have received three big 
checks now—one for 4 cents, another for 2 cents and the last one was 
2 cents and 10 cents worth of postage stamps spent plus administration. 
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Yes, the leasing situation is terrible. , our present lease clerk 
is very much prejudice and he has his own ideas as how it should be 
leased and he just doesn’t care to listen to other ideas as there are some 
of us who would like to improve our homes from long-term leases. If 
it wasn’t for the tax situation I would rather have my patent on all 
the land I am heir to so I can do my business away from the Indian 
office. If the need ever arises as of paying taxes I am very certain 
that I can meet the requirements of my white neighbor. 

I am an heir to a 160-acre tract. There are 93 heirs. Last year I 
received 2 cents as my share. In selling heirship lands no one should 
have priority in purchasing, not even the tribes. It should be by public 
auction. So heirs may realize more. 

As I have written the Federal Government has control over us 
Indians in the Good old U.S.A. I would rather see us Indians a better 
control and better management by the Federal Government. Rosebud 
Sioux Tribe itself could not control the Indian. Could not better them 
just only few like one-quarter or less Indian are bettering themselves. 
Because the Rosebud Sioux Tribal Council president is one-quarter de- 
gree or less and he don’t care of us four-fourths degree blood Indian 
on the land sale. We Indians of Rosebud would like to our lands be 
sold to the highest bidder “supervise sale.” I myself, don’t like the 
way the Rosebud Sioux Tribal Council buying land or negotiate sale. 
Federal Government, Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs, give 
us Indians a better control and better management. I praise you. 

Some of the heirs to our land wanted to sell. But the way things 
stand, signature of all heirs are needed. All couldn’t agree. Even 
though most of my people live off the reservation where our land is 
located. One heir is so disgusted and disinterested about the whole 
thing he doesn’t much care who gets his share or what happens to it. 
I have some papers on my share. But am so ignorant of the redtape 
that, don’t know whether am coming or going. My share nearest I 
ean figure is 10th of 1,500 acres. Which is scatter in so many different 
places and don’t even know who the leaseholders are. If you think 
I’m mixed up, go see how things are at Pine Ridge Agency. 
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Sisseron AGENCY 


Questionnaires were mailed to 1,108 heirs of the Sisseton Agency 
and 276 (approximately 25 percent) completed returns were received 
from adults. 

GENERAL INFORMATION 


The median age category of Sisseton heirs is 51 and over. Age 
groupings were as follows: 21 to 30, 17; 31 to 40, 46; 41 to 50, 70; 51 
and over, 140. Of those answering the question there were 144 males 
and 131 females, 1 did not answer, Two hundred and four heirs re- 
ported they had children with a grand total of 854. One hundred and 
seventy-nine heirs are heads of households, and 14 are not members of 
the tribe. Median Indian blood quantum is three-quarter, and nine 
heirs have no Indian blood. There are 126 fullbloods, 57 in the three- 
— blood category, 55 of halfblood, 27 of one-quarter or less In- 

ian blood, and 9 without any Indian blood. The majority of heirs 
live on the reservation (142-133) and 98 live on trust or restricted 
land. Eight heirs living off the reservation live on trust land. Wel- 
fare assistance was received by 97 heirs during 1958, and of this num- 
ber 71 lived on the reservation. 

One hundred and fifty-two heirs answered the question concerning 
income and the median was approximately $1,000, with the distribu- 
tion by categories as follows: 0 to $1,000, 76; $1,000 to $2,000, 23; 
$2,001 to $3,000, 18 ; $3,001 to $4,000, 14; $4,001 and over, 21. Median 
income of Indians on the reservation was just about $1,000, while for 
those off the reservation it was between $2,001 and $3,000. When in- 
come is categorized blood quantum we find the fullblood median is less 
than $1,000; three-quarter blood median is between $2,001 and $3,000; 
halfblood median income is between $1,001 and $2,000; and one-quarter 
blood or less is between $2,001 and $3,000. 


ACTIONS 


Fourteen heirs ranch or farm heirship land in which they hold an 
interest and 37 have used their heirship lands within the past 10 years. 
This indicates a decrease of 72 percent in the use of heirship lands by 
the heirs for farming or ranching. Eighty-two Sisseton fisirs have 
tried to dispose of some heirship interests and 28 have succeeded. One 
of the questions asked the heirs who had disposed of such lands 
whether it was to the tribe or individuals. Unfortunately the answers 
to this question were confused, but it is clear the majority of the inter- 
ests were sold to individuals. In 5 cases the tribe has been unsuccess- 
ful attempts to purchase heirship interests, and in 18 cases other 
Indians have been unsuccessful. The heirs themselves have attempted 
to purchase other heirship interests in 21 cases. 
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Occupations of the heirs were reported as follows: 


Housewife 95 ; Common 46 
12 | Federal Government employee_.---- 5 
Factory___-- 4 
Unemployed 3 
4 | Heavy equipment operator____----- 3 
Truckdriver__-_ 3 | Missionary 2 
Disabled __ 2 | State or county employee______---- 2 
Electronic mechanic 1| Powerplant operator ahs 1 
Disabled veteran 1| Boardinghouse operator ______.---- 1 
Printer 1| Production 1 
Production 1} Arts and crafts___- 1 
Painter. 1| Dormitory 1 
Restaurant Cement finisher_ 1 
Welder ---- 1} Machinist_._. 1 
Laundry 1} Plumber 
Practical nurse___-_ 1 | Secretary_-_- 1 
Aircraft Inspector 1!Master mariner 1 


OPINIONS AND PROPOSALS 


Seventy-eight of the heirs plan to live on their heirship interests in 
the future and 49 plan to use it for ranching and farming. When 
questioned as to whether they wanted to sell or exchange some or all 
of their heirship interests, 71 said some, 123 all, and 73 none. One 
hundred and forty-seven heirs wnat the Bureau of Indian Affairs to 
continue supervision of heirship land and 66 want the supervision 
removed (63 did not answer). Each heir was asked why he did or did 
not want Bureau control retained and their answers follow : 


REMOVE BUREAU CONTROL 


* 8994 Because the heirs will be multiplying. 

9122 Too much redtape and sometimes my land is rented against my ap- 
proval. Iam capable of handling my own business. 

9108 Because it makes the land useless to every one concerned. 

8983 We never can benefit from it as it is but if we have control of it we 
can work out some plan. 

9024 For the reason that most of us have live on our own for many years 
now, and we work to support our self, better to sell our lands. 

8102 I want to sell all of my heirship land, and make use of my interest. 

8089 Capable of caring myself. 

9100 Because the rental is too small and I could use the money while I am 
alive. 

8560 Individual share or interest is so Small no one really benefits. 

8499 They have preferential treatment for some and not for others. 

8571 Because it doesn’t do me any good the way it is now. 

8987 By selling some we could improve our homes. 

9115 They are slow in making renters pay lease. 

8149 Because the few payments are too small I. would like it to be sold. 

8255 Government agent is too slow on making the renters pay. 

8303 I would sell it as I don’t use it. 

8850 I want to sell my heirs. 

9134 I would to see the Government get to sell all the heirship land and be 
done with it. 


1 Individuals’ code number. 
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Too much redtape to go through when I want to sell a piece of land, 
also the heirs, etc., cause too much trouble. 

Because the Indian Bureau never help me or my children. 

Not enough income to live on. 

I have managed my own affairs since I was 20 years old. 

If no change is made in the present system it will get more com- 
plicated each year. 

Long as we do not get any assistance from the present Indian Bureau 
why should they control our interests? I for one have been away 
from the reservation since June 1930 because I could not earn a living 
there. Please answer that one? 

Too small a portion to keep. 

I think all heirship land should be sold and save all the bookwork. 

I am personally and financially in need of help at this time and expect 
to be far some time, therefore I would like to turn my share of the prop- 
erty into liquid assets. 

So we can handle the transactions ourselves and know what we are 
getting. 

As a vet—I believe I can handle my own affairs—without too many 
restrictions. 

I would like it to be sold and receive the money from it. 

I think I’m entitled to my share. 

Because if we had control I think we could sell sooner than I could get 
my share. 

Because I think we could sell it sooner therefore I could get my share. 

They should try to make the renters pay more promptly. 

For what small amount I derive for these heirship interests once 
a year doesn’t amount much to realize any large thing from. 

Too many heirship in one lot. 

Because you are not free to use the money as you please. 

Because you are not free to use the money as you please. 

Because there isn’t much we have to say when we want to sell. 

Because we don’t have much to say about selling our land. 


KEEP BUREAU CONTROL 


The old time, generally uneducated Indian still lives and is too sus- 
ceptible for fast, insufficient money offers from opportunists. 

Because I am as far from my reservation and can’t look after my 
interests. 

So I can will one tract to only one of my six children. 

To solve the present condition of heirship land, before change can be 
made. 

Too many heirs; it would be difficult for any one heir to handle leasing, 
ete. 

Because not enough income to pay taxes on lands and Indian Bureau 
gets good price for us, when it comes to selling land. 

Government takes care of the land. 

Do not have to pay taxes. 

I get my share of lease money. 

It looks after the renting of the lands, and determines the heirs. 

Makes it easier and no tax. 

Because the Bureau can keep better control and protect my interests. 

I believe if some of the Indians were to sell their land, they would 
be homeless. 

So Indians can keep their land. 

It’s the only rule we now have. 

The main reason is there are too many heirs concerned in the largest 
piece of heirship land. 

Because they are reliable. 

I need not to pay tax. 

No money to pay taxes on land. 

Until an Indian has proven himself competent to do his own business. 

Without Government control the Indians would soon lose all their 
land interests. 

Because of fair deal. 

Because you can handle it better than the individual heirs. 
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Because these lands are too complicated and cannot pay taxes, as is. 

The inconvenience of distance from my present home. 

Because I do not to pay tax. 

Because of heirship complication and we are not in position to sell 
or buy, because lack of fund. 

I do not care to sell, but would rather exchange small interests, but 
above 100 acres I would rather sell. 

Because of the tendency of discrimination of State and local law au- 
thorities toward Indians. 

Fear of discrimination if controlled by State or local law authorities. 

In case the land can be sold and its rightful heirs receive equal shares 
I believe the Indian Bureau would do the best for the Indian involved. 

I need not pay taxes. 

Until my interest could be sold. 

I want, if the Government could buy my share. I would like buy a land 
with the money. 

Because they will see I get my share of what I have coming. 

If money was appropriated for Indians to buy off other heirs to these 
lands, problem could be solved. 

Because I live quite a ways to look after the lease heirship of the 
land, ete, 

Because in free from tax and I would like to stay under Government. 

I think the present way is best. 

So the white people won’t take over. 

If we do change, it will be too abrupt and there would be trouble. 

Until such a time when we could receive decent price. Why not 
Government buying these tracts of land? 

I’m going to put a home for the kids. 

Because this was the way it always has been since owned by mother 
and grandfather but now dead. 

As in my case I’m always away due to employment, also inexperienced 
in land appraisals, ete. 

I like it as is for what little I have. 

Can’t handle it myself. 

For the good of the Indians. 

I could receive an income yet not pay taxes on it. 

Cannot manage my own land transactions. 

As long as land is held in trust we Indians will have a place to live. 
If land becomes taxable many may lose land for taxes. 

Because if it becomes taxable a lot of the Indians will no doubt lose 
their land. 

Until a better system is revealed, BIA control of our landholdings 
safeguards income payments. 
; — Government control we would be exempt from tax on small heirship 
and. 

Because, I pay too much taxes now without including this land. 

They do a good job taking care of the land. 

Because I want my property protected by the Bureau. 

I’d like the Indian Bureau to control its value unless I sold it. Cause 
the taxes be hard to keep up. 

Satisfied with their control of my interests. 

Because I don’t have to pay tax. 

Because I don’t know enough about real estate to carry on business. 

Because the lands are so scattered and there are so many heirs I could 
not arrange a sale or exchange. 

I need not pay tax. 

Because they know the renter better. 

I feel the Indian Bureau is qualified to continue on heirship land 
problems. 

There are so many heirs at the present and I would like some way for 
one heir to become sole heir. 

Because I am the only heir to all my heirship land except 
estate. 

On my reservation we still have Indian people who are uneducated, 
and still need guidance. 

Because it would be better for myself and the rest of the heirs. 
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Because they know more of my interest than I do. 

To keep track of the lease money. 

Because I can keep track of my lease money. 

The Indians would sell everything they own and then there would be a 
welfare problem. 

Because I don’t receive enough income from the land to keep up the 
tax payment. 

I want the Indian Bureau to handle the land for me. 

They can handle it best. 

Cause interests are too small to be managed by a realtor and still 
produce income. 

Because we cannot afford to pay taxes on that land. 

I don’t want to pay taxes on my heirship land. 

Because we can make our lease through the Indian office. But I 
would not have tribal council take control. 

It is bank to me. 

If they do sell most of them would be without a home. 

I will not need to pay taxes on the land. 

If there is many people inherited one piece of land, I believe it best to 
sell the land. 

They do a good job, and look out for our interest. 

Because I want I own what my father or mother gave me. 

Because of better protection. 

Because we are better protected. 

Cause I know I'd like to keep my heirship land which I owned in 
South Dakota and part some in North Dakota. 

The Indian will have his land longer. 

So as the Indian will not lose his land right away. 

On count of old age. 

Because there are too many of us unless sell it or divide it. 
a The Indian Bureau is trying to sell my inherited land at the present 

me. 

We will get better protection. 

Because we get better protection. 

Because I like the way the Bureau has control. 
‘ Then there will be no misunderstanding or disagreement among the 

eirs. 

Because that all I live for and I get only $75 a year. 

I think it is O.K. as is. 

Because I get share crop and cash lease direct to me. 


INTERESTS IN HEIRSHIP LAND 


Sisseton heirs reported owning a total of 659 heirship interests and 
74 of these were in public domain allotments. Fifty heirs live on 
heirship tracts in which they own an interest, and 28 of this group are 
fullbloods. Of the heirs living on heirship land, median age was 
over 51, 30 received welfare assistance, income from heirship interests 
be between $51 and $100, 9 ranch or farm the land, and 7 own fee 

ands. 

Median income for all heirs from heirship land was less than $50. 
Sixty of the heirs reported visiting heirship interests during 1959, 106 
between 1958 and 1949; 12 between 1949 and 1939; and 5 prior to 1939. 
The majority of heirs lived within 1 day’s drive (300 miles) of their 
heirship interests with the distribution as follows: 0 to 300 miles, 176; 
301 to 600 miles, 15; 601 to 900 miles, 4; 901 miles and over, 39; no 
answer, 421. 

Question 26b asked if the heirs wanted all their interests sold and the 
money divided. One hundred and fifty wanted all their heirship land 
sold, 35 wanted some sold, 44 did not want any sold, and 47 did not 
answer. Heirs wanting all interests sold constitute a majority of 
those answering the question. 
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However, even though there is a majority wanting all of the land 
sold, it was thought best to cross tabulate the answers to this question 
with different categories, i.e. blood quantum, heirship 

eld by 


determine if there is any significant differences of opinion 
certain groups. 

(26b) I would like to have the tracts of heirship land in which I own an 
interest sold and my share of the money paid to me. 
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$1,001 to $2,000__ 
$2,001 and over. 
No answer 
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Categories Sell Sell None No 
all some answer 
Age: 
2 0 0 1 
Sex: 
| | | 
Have children: 
Head of household: 
Degree of Indian blood: 
|__| 35 47 
} 
Live on reservation: 
Live on trust or restricted land: 
Live on heirship land: 
Income from heirship: 
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Categories 


The cross tabulation indicates that in most categories the majority 
of heirs want to sell all heirship interests. In all categories the ma- 
eae want to sell some or all of their interests. Those heirs with 

igher than average income from their heirship interests and those 
heirs living on heirship land do not have a majority wanting to sell 
all. It would seem reasonable to assume that some of the heirs living 
on heirship tracts would like to retain that portion of their interests 
and those with higher income from heirship land would like to re- 
tain these particular interests bringing in that income. 

When questioned as to whether they wanted all trust restrictions 
removed from their heirship land so they could handle it themselves, 
77 heirs said “Yes,” 135 “No,” and 64 did not answer. 

The following is a cross tabulation of question 25 concerning 
whether the heirs wanted to sell or exchange interests and question 26a 
concerning whether the heirs wanted Bureau supervision retained over 
their heirship lands, with question 26b asking if they wanted all their 
interests sold. 


(26b) I would like to have the tract(s) of heirship land in which I own an 
interest sold and my share of the money paid to me. 


26a control: 


Of those heirs that want Bureau contro] continued a majorit 
answering the question want some or al] of their interests sold. 
Forty-six heirs that did not answer the question concerning Bureau 
control did answer question 26b. Forty-three wanted all their in- 
terests sold, two wanted some, and one did not want any. 

Question 27 was an attempt to draw from the heirs suggestions to 
the Congress concerning the problem of heirship lands. The question 
was worded in such a way as to inform the Indians that possible solu- 
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25. Sell or exchange interest: 
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tions had been offered in the past and four of these were listed, then 
space was left for the heirs to make any suggestions they wanted. 
ile the question was not intended to be one of multiple choice it 
was found that 127 heirs simply checked off one of the suggestions and 
53 made suggestions of their own. Of the 130 that used the check 
system, 57 preferred that heirs owning more than half the tract be 
allowed to sell, lease, etc., 35 preferred the majority of heirs, 19 pre- 
ferred that 1 heir be allowed to ask State courts for partition or sale, 
and 19 wanted the heirship probates handled by the State under 
State law. Of those making suggestions of their own (53) the major- 
ity suggested the land be sold. In some cases heirs preferred the 
tribe purchase the land, in others they wanted heirs to buy the land, 
and the balance wanted it sold without stating any preference con- 
cerning the purchaser. The text of these suggestions follow: 


* 8663 Since there are so many heirs, it should be sold at once—hence saving 
bookkeeping costs, etc., for all time. 

8638 Transfer responsibility of duties to a suitable State office and reim- 
burse State for complete work. 

9024 My problem is: Why can’t they allow us to sell all our lands so that 
we can buy lands and homes in other States? Most of us have lived 
on our own and the land we have don’t do us any good in South Dakota. 

8102 I think it will be a good idea to have the Government buy all our 
heirship lands that are held in trust. 

8159 Too many heirs on any tract of land; should be appraised and sold. 

8089 I'd like to take care of it myself. 

8179 Maybe lands with many heirs should be sold, or something, to get 
away from the many problems concerned over that, or else the main 
big heirs buy the smaller heirs. 

8750 Partition all heirship land so each can sell or work his or her share. 

9100 Sell the land and give each heir their just share so that they may 
get some benefit out. of the money while they are alive. 

8340 I would like it sold so I could get my share. 

8560 In my particular case, the best thing would be to sell and eliminate 
a lot of unnecessary bookkeeping which I understand is getting more 
complicated each year. 

9052 Let one heir buy out the other heirs. 

8499 Conditions should be such that any one of the heirs could buy out 
the others. 

8453 Set relationship or kinship to nearest living degree and review and 
re-probate. 

8571 Sell it. 

8643 I would prefer a State law rather than Federal, providing the land 
will be tax exempt. 

8118 Make possible for one of the heirs to buy out other heirs. : 

8987 Most of this land should be sold, as the more heirs the cheaper and 
worthless the land will be. 

8107 The main heirs to do the signing of agreements. Also, lands with 
many heirs should be sold, as it is a big problem when it comes to the 
money matters. 

9115 They should let us sell the land, as I and fellow heirs do not get any 
use or money out of it enough to live on. 

8149 There are too many heirs On our land and I think it should be sold 
and the money divided. 

8794 I want the land sold, and divide the money equal. 

8255 Would like to be the same as whites in the deal; we are not children. 

83038 I want the land sold. 

9079 To save time and expense, heirship land should be done away with; 
many of us have left the reserve to make a living elsewhere. 
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8084 Sell all heirship land and pay direct to owners. 

8304 Heirship land should be sold to Government. 

9044 I think when there gets to be several heirs that the land should be 
sold. 

8850 This problem should be disposed and released from Government 
control. 

9134 I think the Government should sell the heir land, or heirship—all. 

8228 Have the Government or tribe buy the land and resell to an individ- 
ual Indian to use. 

8244 Leave as it. 

8095 There is too much confusion trying to get all the heirs located and 
would be better if one could sell. 

8066 Am satisfied as is. 

8400 All lands involving too many heirs should be sold. 

8614 I think that Congress should pass a law enabling only the heirs of 
Indian blood be allowed to buy the heirship lands from the other heirs 
provided that the Indian Bureau makes a fair and just appraisal. 

8336 It doesn’t interest me. 

8959 Something should be done, but I don’t know the answer. 

8707 Let one of the heirs buy. 

8699 Let the Indians do their own selling. 

8781 Legal action providing equal voice among all the heirs. 

8516 I would like to see all heirship land sold back to the tribe. 

9041 Leave things, as they are. 

8216 Since your committee included some of the true friends to us Indians, 
I will trust my future well-being to your policies. 

8940 Where there are so many heirs and each share is just a mere frac- 
tion, I think the heirship land should be sold back to the tribe if possible. 

8717 Let the U.S. Government keep control of the heirship and handle all 
of the business. 

8044 I would prefer exchanging to give-away of heirship land. We need 
not to sell it. 

8081 The main heirs to have the right to sign for the others; also, lands 
with too many heirs should be sold. 

9141 Give us our rights and let us go. 

8588 I think heirs owning more than half the tract should be allowed to 
have it leased and also given first chance to buy out other heirs if they 
wish to, 

8470 All Indian land under 10 or more heirs should be sold. Land in 
trust to one person should be given patent fee or permission to lease, 
sell, or whatever he wishes. 

8984 Personally, I believe reservations should be abolished. I fail to 

' understand grownup people wanting to be treated as children. 
$292 Let the Indians handle their own land. 


Question 28 asked if the heirs owned land not in trust status, and, if 
so, how they acquired it. Two hundred and twenty-three heirs an- 
swered the question and 35, approximately 15 percent, do own lands in 
fee. Of this number, 21 purchased the land, 12 inherited it, and 2 did 
not answer, Only 1 heir owning fee land was not a member of the 
tribe, median age was in the 41 to 50 category, median blood quantum 
Was three-quarters, 12 lived on the reservation and 23 off, 8 lived on 
trust land, 6 received welfare assistance during 1958, median income 
was in the $1,001 to $2,000 category, 7 live on heirship land, and 3 
ranch or farm on their heirship interests. 

Question 29 was an attempt to draw from the heirs any and all 
problems concerning their heirship lands. It was worded in very 
general terms and was successful in its objective, Complaints were 
made that heirship land was being leased without the signatures of 
the heirs; lease rates were too low; land was used without paying the 
heirs at all; some heirs did not know where the land was or what the 


60545—61—-vol. 1——-11 


‘ 
< 

; 
t 

y 
i 

d AD 
h 
e 
y 
We 


146 


INDIAN HEIRSHIP LAND STUDY 


lease rental was; letters to the agency were not being answered ; heirs 
were having difficulty in selling or partitioning their lands, etc. The 
text of these complaints follow : 


*8179 


8915 


8195 


8919 


8124 


In my heirship lands I never get a chance to argue about the renting 
of lands or what the price is because my sister-in-law rents it out and 
signs everything. I guess that’s all right, as long as we get some 
money each year, but I do wish you would look into the prices on the 
renting of lands. Everything is high these days and yet it seems only 
the renting of lands from Indians is still what it was ages ago. The 
Indians (Sioux) hate to argue about the prices because they fear they 
won't be able to rent off their lands if they disagree. Please help us, 
will you? The white man rents these Indian lands. 

I have an interest in some land in South Dakota which is supposed 
to be leased to the highest bidder each year, but for the past 10 years 
or more it’s been rented to the same party for the same price. 

Yes; for years I have requested my share be sold so I could get some 
benefit out of the sale. The land is no good to me after I am dead, so 
if I own it why can’t I sell it? The rental is so small that I would 
have a hard time to pay for a dress. Twelve dollars a year is no 
money for 13 acres. The sooner it’s sold the better I would like it. 
I am not a ward of the Government and do not live on a reservation. 

Lack of communication when any action or problem arises. The 
Bureau of Indian Affairs never communicates directly. Information 
is generally passed on by another source. 

This is not inherited lands but a house. I have written to my super- 
intendent at Sisseton, S. Dak., about it. I have never received any 
answer. I have two sisters, one brother, one niece, and a nephew to 
inherit this one house. I would like to buy their shares. Since the 
Government has control of all heirship interest, I could not make a 
direct buy. This house was built in 1912 and has depreciated in value. 
Could you give me some information as to whom I would see on this 
matter? I have written twice to the area office, Sisseton, S. Dak., but 
I have received no answer. 

I’m sorry I have not been able to answer many of the questions asked. 
Perhaps this letter will explain. I don’t know how much land I hold 
interest in or where it is located, as I was never told. I wrote to the 
agency in Sisseton, S. Dak., for information about it, but have not 
received an answer to my problem. Also, as to why I haven’t received 
any money for my shares in the last 8 years that I have lived here in 
Wyoming. 

In April of 1958 I received a letter from the Bureau of Indian Af- 
fairs saying I was to receive a check for part of my heirship, but I 
never received it. 

I only get $6.58 a year from inherited lands. I can’t speak for 
others who may have a lot of lease land income. I don’t know where 
it is and no one else seems to know. I never signed a lease. 

Yes; this land has always been leased without the apparent knowl- 
edge of all heirs. We don’t know the exact rental per year, only that 
we sometimes receive $6.67 a year. 

Handling of all business transactions by Bureau of Indian Affairs 
very, very slow. 

There are 52 or more heirs connected with my particular piece of 
land, so the only way I could get my one-quarter interest would be 
through legislation wherein persons like myself (age 77 years, help- 
less for last 5 years, and practically blind for 40 years) should be 
able to secure their share of heirship lands or property while alive. I 
could have been aided considerable and lived much better if laws had 
been made whereby the people who were ill, crippled, and aged could 
have received their benefits and share of trust or heirship lands. This 
particular piece of land could have been sold long ago, but it seems 
impossible to get 50 or more heirs to consent. 

This has been for over 50 years in heirship without adequate settle 
ment. 
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I would like to get an official document of all my inherited interest. 
I am competent to take care of my land interests. 

My problem is sell the heirship and get rid of it and be released from 
the U.S. Government and be a free citizen and loyal to my country. 

I would like to dispose of my share of my mother’s land as it is not 
large enough to earn my living on. There bas been so much talk about 
letting the Indian go on self-government. When is this going to take 
place? I have tried to obtain employment through the relocation pro- 
gram and was refused. Why? Please answer my questions. I have 
gotten along the best way I knew how away from the reservation be- 
cause I knew I had to raise my family by myself. I have never had 
any relief from Indian Bureau or any source. I am nearly 50 years 
old now and it is hard for me to get any kind of a job. That is why 
I applied to our relocation office in Sisseton, 8. Dak., and was refused. 
ea you can give me some information as to why I was refused 
help. 

We, the heirs of . made out partition papers. All heirs 
signed. It has been about 9 years ago. Every time we ask about it 
they say they haven’t time to pass it through. Some heirs have died 
since then; their children will come in on the estate now. So I would 
be very thankful if it went through for us. There is only three of us 
that will be sole heirs to our part. Three have died, which makes a 
lot of children come in on the estate. 

We tried to sell some lands at one time but due to some misunder- 
standing and to some of the heirs did not want to sell next and that 
was just one out of the rest so that put the stop to the rest of the 
heirs. Now I say that is what you call influence. Now another thing 
is that I should think that we who have lived all our life in another State 
should be able to sell our lands so that we can live in freedom. We 
pay for our house rent and taxes here in Minnesota. So for my part 
we don’t have to be under the Government now. In the last couple of 
years the Government was going to let the Indians have their lands, 
and I do what they want and sell or pay taxes on it and self-support, 
but I don’t know just what has happened to that. Most of the Indians 
were for it, so they can buy new homes and lands. 

I have small income out of all this heirship land; therefore, I wish 
to sell all of it and I want to use the money toward making a home 
of my own. The State takes most of the income on old-age assistance 
and I only received about $20 per year. 

In the past and present many of these heirship lands are being leased 
out without our knowledge, especially in regards to prices. 

I would like to sell all my heirship land to build a home for myself. 
I don’t own a home so I want a home, and I want to sell all shares of 
heirship lands. 

I live on 40 acres of trust land (in Roberts County). In the next 
county west (Marshall County) I have an interest in an allotment of 
640 acres. My interest is small, one-ninth, I believe it is. If my inter- 
est was sold I would like to buy land that adjoins mine either to the 
west or south of this 40 I live on. I want my land all in one spot, in 
our township, and our county. 

The lease is too cheap on some, and the lease clerk at our Indian 
office is unreasonable as he raises the lease on us Indians when we 
want to lease land, but some white men are getting land dirt cheap. 
Indian land leases should be worth as high as white or State or county 
farms. 

I don’t think we get enough rent for this land. 

Yes; I would like to know where the small sum of money I got in 
1958 comes from, as Mother had land but died many years ago and I 
don’t know just how much she had when she died. 

It is the wish of my children and I that the small share we own 
in heirship land be sold and money sent us. The amount is so small, 
it hardly amounts to anything. We plan on living in 

The lands which I am heir to are not properly handled. So there 
is no benefit to me. But if we handle our own business we can get 
someplace, we pay tax on six lots in town where we make our living. 
We have been 30 years out of the reservation, so if this happens we 
ule be able to start a little business. If the Government buy the 
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I imagine there are quite a few like myself who will never see let 
alone live on their heirship land because of it being such a small 
share. That I think the heirs with the largest shares should be given 
the chance to buy up all these small shares. 

I think they should give back Indian or heir a piece of land and 
they should farm or use it for cattle if the heir was trustworthy. 

I’m an heir to a tract of land which I never get anything out of for 
30 years. One of the heirs is living on it. It was leased to them for 
$75 a year which was paid first year and nothing since. This family 
had white people build cottages on the land. They get paid for it 
every year. The family name —————. What can be done about this? 
Is it legal for them to do that? These people try to buy me off to 
keep my mouth closed about this. Now you know. My brothers, dad, 
nephews wants something done too. What can we do? 

Yes, I would appreciate it very much if I could sell my land in 
South Dakota and invest my money here in New Mexico. I have lived 
in New Mexico for at least 35 years. My children were raised here, 
live here and my interests are here also. I feel that my children are 
all grown and that I would like to invest in a small business and be 
independent. My children do not want me to work but that is not the 
life for me. I have always been very active and I can’t feature myself 
just doing nothing. I have made all kinds of offers to my agency, but 
have received no action. I have never lived up there perhaps that is 
one reason for my receiving so much opposition. 

I would like to handle my own land and sell to whomever I want. 
Because the present setup involves too much redtape. 

Rental checks not always accompanied by note as to source. Answers 
to questions asked the agency not always supplied in full and often 
ignored. Example: East River Power Cooperative, Inc. deposited money 
for right-of-way on Sisseton Agency or reservation on June 26, 1952. 
No record of disbursement of these funds to Indian property owners. 
This was 7 years ago. 

Those of us living off the reservation will probably never live on 
reservation again. Still if we could get our share all separated where 
each individual could say this 80 acres is mine I would like to keep for 
future purposes, such as home on vacation or after retirement we will 
live comfortably on a small tract of land that we can always go to. 

All business contracted through our Indian agency pertaining to all 
business especially heirship lands are a hindrance and detrimental 
to the tribe inasmuch as we have no voice in theprice etc. The main 
problem of the Government is the wasteful spending at these agencies. 

All heirship lands should be sold. As it is no one profits from these 
lands. But become more complicated each year. In fact the Govern- 
ment spends more money to administrate these lands than they are 
actually worth. Actual figures show that Government employees espe- 
cially at Indian agency received thousands of dollars every month to 
administrate only a few dollars to only a few Indians. 

Would like to have the rent raised on the grazing land which is rented 
by . from 75 cents an acre to $1.50 an acre as living expense is 
high. 

I would like to know how much heirship land I have and reason I 
am not getting much money for what land I have got. There is land 
from ‘ f , and , who was my father but I am 
not carrying the name , right now as its So please look 
into this matter as my brother , does not receive any more money 
either. There is something wrong in the Sisseton office that we do not 
get our money as there is land that we are shares in, have crops and 
poe neg on, and we do not receive a cent of it. Please look into 

is case. 

There are so many heirs to the land I share in; most of them can’t be 
located, and the only benefit I get is lease money every 2 years which 
amounts to about $24 or so. I received a valuation of my share and 
it came to $200, and’ I would much rather have the $200 now. A small 
piece of land Gan have a hundred owners, which to me, is ridiculous. 
The superintendent at Sisseton Agency told me that there was no 
possible chance of ever sélling this land; therefore, when I die, my 
two children will each’ share approximately 6 acres which they can 
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never use. You can’t just go to the section you own 6 acres in and say 
“These are my 6 acres” and then build a home on it. As I see it, you 
own a share in the land and not a specific part of the land. I used to 
work for , in , and some of the land sales we worked on 
were so involved and so mixed up. As far as I’m concerned, I think 
the Government has really messed the Indian landholdings up. 

Yes, I have written for information concerning the land I’m sup- 
posed to have on the Sisseton Reservation, but cannot get a definite reply. 
I have asked them about how many acres I have in all, also where it is 
located and what the land is used for. 

I would like to have a home of my own. But nevertheless the lands 
are restricted through the Government. I will never have a home. 
I have children of eight, they all need a home. I would like to ask the 
Government to sell the heirships of my land or piece of my own land 
so I can build a home on this for another 50 years. The Government 
has never helped me in anything in my life. This is my place for the 
children to live. Now I thank you. 

I would like to see the Canadian heirs to be looked into so that we 
could do with our share as we can. We can’t fall heir up in Canada 
so why should they keep on holding heirship here? Besides we don’t 
know any of these Canadians. 

Yes, we have two for sale and some Canadians come in on it and they 
are holding up the process of the sale. We need the money badly 
and we have been at this for a long time now. The heirs are excepted. 
The papers all signed but we did not get the money yet. 

Yes, I do have a problem. The heirs that own a bigger share seem 
to take control over the smaller heirs. I have been told by my inlaws 
that I have nothing to say about the leasing or selling of lands because 
I own a small share. I haven’t received any lease money since 1957. 
I would like to know where it is going. The last I got was $179 which 
was in January 1957. 

Two problems: First, should all heirship lands be sold only to non- 
white people or person. That I mean no land sold to whites. But to 
the tribal funds if any, this way we can save our Indian land or rather 
reservation. Second, I believe and should also be done as soon as possible 
that there should be no more heirs. For example, my mother died 
recently and had heirship which were 400 heirs on 40 acres. Takes her 
10 years to make a dollar. So you see there’s 10 of us are heirs after 
mother’s death. So I imagine it will take 15 to 20 years to get a dollar. 
Therefore would be best that no heirs should come in. There is many 
more I can say about heirship land. So again I say first heirship lands 
should be sold back to tribal to save our reservation; second should be 
no more heirs to those too many heirs. 

This one only. Since my mother died back in 1933 my sister and I 
have not received the just due owed us by the rental of our land. 
At least we both do agree that our lease checks each fall seems so 
damn small, compared to when our mother was living. It seems she 
received much more back in 1933, than we both do now. Write to 
Sisseton Indian Agency for further information as they do not give 
us any at all. 

I been farming when I was 25 years old and right now I would like 
to try again but I didn’t have no money to buy a tractor or any other 
thing I can use and I would like to buy these heirs so I can use it for 
myself to start farming again. 

No, except that there seems to be a tendency for agency office to 
rent Indian lands for no money at all—$3 an acre per year for crop- 
land is a steal in anyone’s estimation. Why can there not be a system 
set up whereby lands would be leased for a much fairer sum than a flat 
rate of $3 per annum for a cropland or $1 per annum for grazing or 
hayland? Seems a bit ridiculous this way. 

Our heirship on the Sisseton Reservation is being rented to white 
farmers. In turn these farmers have put our heirship land into the 
soil bank program. Now the farmer collects money from this program 
of soil bank. For example this farmer might collect $500. The farmer 
keeps $400 and gives the landowner $100. I think this is unfair to the 
Indian people. The farmers also harvest a June grass crop of which 
the Indian sees nothing. 
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Stranpine Rock AGEnoy 


Questionnaires were mailed to 1,955 heirs of the Standing Rock 
Agency and 331 (approximately 17 percent) completed returns were 
received from adults. 


GENERAL INFORMATION 


The median age of heirs answering the question was in the 41 to 50 
year age category, with the following distribution : 21 to 30, 40; 31 to 
40, 66; 41 to 50, 78; 51 and over, 143; and no answer, 4. Of those 
answering the question 161 were males and 167 females (3 did not 
answer). ‘Two hundred sixty heirs reported a total of 982 children. 
One hundred ninety-six heirs are heads of households and the majority 
are members of the tribe (seven are not). Median blood quantum is 
full with 171 fullbloods; 40 of three-quarter blood; 59 of half-blood ; 
56 of quarter or less Indian blood; and one with no Indian blood. 
One hundred sixty-nine heirs live on the reservation and 158 live off 
(4 did not answer). One hundred seventeen heirs live on trust or 
restricted land and 101 received welfare assistance during 1958. 
Eighty-two of the heirs that received welfare assistance live on the 
reservation. 

Only 151 of the heirs answered the question concerning income and 
the median was between $1,001 and $2,000, with the distribution by 
categories as follows: 0 to $1,000, 69; $1,001 to $2,000, 21; $2,001 to 
$3,000, 16; $3,001 to $4,000, 13; $4,001 and over, 32. When median 
income is tabulated for those living on the reservation it is less than 
$1,000 whereas for those heirs living off it is between $3,001 and $4,000. 
Income medians by blood quantum were: fullblood less than $1,000; 
three-quarter blood, between $1,001 and $2,000; half-blood between 
$3,001 and $4,000; quarter blood or less between $3,001 and $4,000. 

Occupations of the heirs were reported as follows: 


Housewife 123 | Actor (motion pictures) 1 
Retired 17 | Dishwasher__-_ 1 
Rancher 10} Electrician__-_ 1 
Armed services 5 | Secretary____-- 1 
Student___ 4| Clerk___ 1 
Heavy equipment Laborer (common) 47 
Seamstress_ 2| Farm labor__- 8 
Salesman 2 {Machine 5 
Cartographer 1| Federal Government employee_..._. 4 
Fireman 1| Disabled__ 
Researcher 1} Machinist__ 2 
Bookkeeper 1| Welder_ 2 
Sanitation engineer 1| State government employee___-_--_- 2 
Nurse 1 | Cook_ 2 
Janitor 1| Veterinarian 1 
Electrical planner 1| Disabled veteran 1 
Self employed 1| Auto mechanic 1 
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Busdriver 1 | Gardener 2 1 
Foundry work -. Newspaper solicitor 1 
Grinder_-_-_-_ 1} Minister. 1 
Railroad clerk 1| Heating plant operator_._._.___---- 1 
Painter...... ---. Receptionist___ 1 
Beautician 1 


INTERESTS IN HEIRSHIP LAND 


Of the 331 heirs answering the question, they had 878 interests in 
heirship tracts, and of this number 56 were public domain allotments. 
Twenty-seven of the heirs live on heirship land in which they own an 
interest, and 18 of this group are fullbloods. Of those living on 
heirship lands median age was over 51, 13 received welfare assistance 
in 1958, median income from heirship interests was $100, 8 ranch or 
farm their interests, and 10 own lands not in trust status. 

Median income from heirship land for all heirs reporting (224) 
was between $51-$100; with the distribution as follows: 0 to $50, 91; 
$51 to $100, 49; $101 to $150, 20; $151 to $200, 18 ; $201 to $500, 34; $501 
to $1,000, 8; $1,001 to $2,000, 2; $2,001 and over, 2. Sixty-three heirs 
had visited some of their heirship land in 1959, 103 between 1958 and 
1949; 20 between 1948 and 1939, and 13 some time prior to 1939. The 
majority (160) of Standing Rock heirs lived within 300 miles of their 
heirship lands, 25 lived between 301 and 600 miles, 8 lived between 
601 to 900 miles, and 50 live more than 900 miles from their heirship 
lands. 

ACTIONS 


Twelve heirs reported using their heirship lands at this time to 
farm or ranch, and 37 had used it during the past 10 years. This 
indicates a 75-percent decrease in the use of heirship lands by heirs 
in the past 10 years. One hundred and fourteen heirs have attempted 
to dispose of some heirship interests and 36 succeeded. Of this num- 
ber the majority (23) sold to individuals. Heirs report that in 26 
cases the tribe has been unsuccessful in its attempts to purchase heir- 
ship interests and in 19 cases other heirs have been unsuccessful. 
Twenty-four heirs have themselves attempted to purchase the in- 
terests of other heirs. 


OPINIONS AND PROPOSALS 


Eighty-two heirs plan to live on heirship lands in the future and 
83 plan to ranch or farm some. When questioned as to whether they 
wanted to sell or exchange any of their interests, 77 heirs said some, 
122 all, and 98 none. One hundred and thirty-six heirs want the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs to continue supervision of heirship land 
and 105 want that supervision removed ; 90 did not answer. Reasons 

iven for continued control included nontaxable status of land, the 

ureau of Indian Affairs takes good care of it, the individual does 
not feel capable of handling it, etc. Those wanting Bureau control 
removed mentioned among other things that there was too much red- 
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tape, they could lease it for more, they could handle it themselves, 
they wanted to sell it, ete. The comments made by the heirs follow: 


* 10536 


9717 
9851 


KEEP BUREAU OONTROL 


Because I don’t know how many interests in land I have and the 
office knows who leases them. 

So the owner could get lease money; otherwise sell it, they’ll have 
nothing. 

Because too many people are selling too much allotted land. 

As it is the white man tries to run over me and the rest. 

They know more about it than I do. 

They have always taken my interest. 

Because then we know that any money from these lands will be 
divided fairly by an uninterested party. 

Because there are some lessees who use my land without my per- 
mission and the Indian Bureau looks into this for us. 

Then the Bureau should have open bidding of the heirs on the heir- 
ship land with the unit going to the highest bidder. 

Because its convenient. 

The Indian Bureau has kept all our transactions recorded correctly 
for many years. 

I think the Indian Bureau will act in the best interests of the tribe. 

To keep taxation from eating it. 

They look after it better than I can. 

The tribal council unorganized as yet. 

Because being in service, I cannot transact business with my lessor 
unless if I am on leave. 

Because I live so far from tract. I have only a small interest. 

Because they have taken care of it this long and I have always got 
what was coming to me. Besides I don’t understand much about land 
leasing so leave it to someone who does. 

It protect the Indians. 

Taxes would be outrageous. 

They take of my land good better than I can. 

I am not situated near the land to take care of it properly. The Bu- 
reau does a good job of imposing soil conservation practices; and also 
the land is not taxable if kept in trust status. 

The average Indian is unable to handle their own affairs. 

Because I like this set and I don’t think an Indian can handle it as 


good. 


They know our land problem. Trust status is important to us 
Indian reservation people. 

Because after retirement I would like to live on. 

Because if the Government release it we will all be landless we will 
be selling land like a house on fire. 

So we don’t have to pay taxes. 

Because of taxation. 

Because Indian landowners are not realizing enough income from 
their holdings to pay taxes. 

Better for Indian. Will always havea home. 

So that it can be used for the rehabilitation program, etc. 

Lrr tae I wouldn’t know who else would do the job successfully. 

‘ax 

With proviso. That the Bureau act more promptly to request and not 
keep the Indian waiting indefinitely. 

Because I want to get a loan to improve my land. 

As there are several heirs, it is more convenient for the Bureau to 
rent, collect, and divide all shares. 

To avoid any of the land being sold without my knowledge. 

More efficient means of handling business. 


2 Individual’s code number. 
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I don’t have an education to handle my own business, 

No taxes. 

To keep Indian control. 

According to old treaty rights. 

Because if they weren’t there to lease it for me I'd have to sell. 

I’ve been satisfied with their administration. 

I think that the Indian Bureau understands the Indian affairs better 
than anyone else. 

So long as the Bureau operates. 

I can always use a check for $17.82. 

Many have so little and would soon lose that little. 

Because we are not able to heip ourself yet. 

Because the money they pay for lease usually goes to the Indian 
Bureau and the Indian Bureau pays us. 

Taxes exempt. 

I have no other way to control this land. 

Because relations don’t work together. 

I want to keep my land, on the reservation. 

I am satisfied with the way they handle it. 

I’m not a talker so I have to have someone to take care of my land 
and make the white people pay rents accordingly. 

To keep tax free. 

Because I don’t have much interest in my share what there is, and 1 
won’t know whats what anyway. 

They handle it well and seem to keep it straight. 

, Perhaps it will stand a better chance of continuing to belong to the 
ndians. 

The chance of losing the land to the State for taxes. I have no way 
of knowing what the taxes are without making a trip back there every 
year. 

Indian Bureau has been doing a good enough job. 

Because I don’t want to lose my share in our heirship land in paying 
taxes, if the State takes over. 

The Federal Government has the records, trained personnel, office 
space so could do the work more cheaply and efficiently. 

Because I feel that long as we are wards of the Government its their 
duty to take care of these things for us. 

I am too far away to be able to make hay lease arrangements or any 
other deal. 

Because I think the Indian Bureau can better protect the interest of 
all parties. 

I support my family on my salary. I do not receive enough revenue 
from the land to pay the expenses of annual or semiannual trips back 
to the Dakotas to look after my interests. 

Because we have treaty rights with the U.S. Government. 

Control should be for 15 years. 

Because this way is good for us if the restriction is off we won’t have 
no land ; we will sell all. 

; aad of leasing lands it will be pretty hard for all heirs to do 
easing. 

I am too far away from it to look after it properly. 

Too many fractional. 

We feel we will be protected better. 

I rather be under the Indian Bureau than the present tribal council. 

Because I feel that long as we are wards of the Government its their 
duty to take care of these things for us. 

They have done so in the past and I am too far away to see to it myself. 

Could not sell account so many heirs would be on such small amount. 

I do not wish to see private enterprise administer heirship land. 

I feel that I will always get my equal share if the Indian Bureau 
keep its present control. 

I think Indian Bureau can do a better job than I can. 

In my case, it wouldn’t be necessary but for the good of many other 
Indians it would be necessary. 
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REMOVE BUREAU CONTROL 


It takes a long time before leases are paid to me. 

I can get higher rents if I control it. 

I think Indians should be made to assume their own responsibilities. 

Inefficiency. 

Most of them are dishonest and will not answer questions and do 
not pay after it has been paid to them. The only answer I have ever 
gotten has been to beat around the bush. I know that my land has 
been rented every year for many years. 

Cause I want my son, grandson, daughter to live on the land. 

Because I'd like to live on the land I own and make my own living 
rather than lease it. 

To the best of my knowledge and belief it would be to the best in- 
terest of the heirs. 

Too much control now. 

Slows up on paperwork in the Indian office, posting to accounts. 

Not good. 

Can’t do much with the interest—no flexibility—only more heirs 
added as generations pass. 

In the past have unsuccessfully tried to sell my heirship interests. 

The Indian Bureau is too slow in doing your business. Too many 
employees and slow in business. 

Too many unnecessary redtape which caused too much delay in pay- 
ing out yearly rental money and have too little to say about our own 
land. 

I think they should pay the Indians off at a fair price. 

Because we are being treated unfair, due to the fact that the rules and 
regulations applied on lands were used at the time of my grandfathers 
and great-grandfathers. 

I don’t know what their policy is but it appears that the agency 
office only prefers to help halfbreeds and not the four-quarter full- 
bloods. It’s still a problem but I say it could be solved. Any blanket 
program for any one entire reservation is not the solution. I am in 
favor of screening and classifying the individuals and fitting them 
into their place some voluntarily and some compulsory. 

Too many unnecessary redtape. Which caused too much delay in 
paying out lease money and we have too little to say about our own 
land. 

Because I like to make a home on my own land and do as I please. 

I, personally will never put the land to use and would just as soon 
sell my share. 

Because I have always had a hard time to get the agency to answer 
my letters. 

I wish to sell some of this land to make payment on a home in 
Bismarck, N. Dak., where we now reside. 

To my estimation the Indian Bureau is nothing but an office for 
people who can’t do anything else but sit. 

Get the Indians out from under the Bureau apron strings; he will 
be better off. 

Too much redtape with Indian Bureau, we want to sell to non- 
Indians for higher pay. 

There are too many heirs on the tract that I have interest in and 
more are being added each time one heir dies, we should be able to 
sell or exchange our interest. 

I want my own control. 

Unsatisfaction in every way. No action. Too slow. 

The Indian Bureau has too many employees. Slow doing our 
business, 

The Indian Bureau does not act under law but under rules set up 
for them. 

Because the Indian Bureau has it for the last 150 years but its 
the same old thing 

I believe we can handle this heirship land problem ourselves better 
without Government control. 

So we can handle the land ourselves. 

So we can handle the land ourselves. 
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9796 ise Indian Bureau holds all my money comes from my land 
holdings. 

9205 Because I am getting nothing from it as it is. 

9783 Because I always been able to take care of my own affiairs. 

9447 I want to have the full control so I can lease or trade it if I want 
to. 

9319 So I can sell my land and make a living for myself, start a small 
farm operation. 

9378 Too small ownership. 

10147 Because I can do my own business. 

10600 Because three-quarters of the land has already been sold. 

10384 Because such small undivided interests just don’t do anyone any 
good, and an Indian owning a small interest should be able to sell or 
exchange his share, without such complicated regulations as is now in 
effect. 

10457 So that in time they will be self-supporting. 

10601 So they may become self-supporting. 

10056 Because I would someday like to buy a home off the reservation 
for my children. 

10798 Seems like we don’t own our lands; the office is leasing our lands 
without our consent. 

9593 Any lease coming from such land is held back so long before its 
given out. 

9479 Too many heirs I would like to dispose of it to any buyer, Indian 
or white. 

9241 Because I wait for my lease money for pretty near a year before 
I get it. 

9675 Because the Bureau never does anything I want to do about my 
land. 

9694 Because the tribal council on my said reservation in conjunction 
with the Indian Bureau have devised unreasonable regulations. 

9597 Because, the longer it stays in hands of the Indian Bureau, the 
heirship will multiply, at present 3 heirs, later, 18 or more. 

10509 It takes a year before I received my leases paid. 

11047 Too many rules and regulations imposed on our landholdings. Relax 
under State control. 

10268 Am supposed to be a U.S. citizen. Desire to transact my own affairs. 

10907 Yearly rentals small. Indian Bureau handles leases without con- 
sent or ownership of heirs. 

10497 Too much redtape. 

9943 Restriction no good, every Indian should be on his own. 
9386 Just as well give us our patent fee so we use it as security to own 
land and a new home. 

10560 We done enough suffering that is I do under the Indian Bureau. 

9868 Because only a few benefit themselves. It should be investigated 
thoroughly. 

9488 We don’t approve too much controls. 

9843 Because it’s exactly run like communism, we are the heirs but have 
nothing to say about our own interest. 

10763 Too many restrictions. 

10520 I can think and work for myself. 

11062 The Indian Bureau ties all of my money due to the fact both my 
parents owed old-age assistance. 

9565 I want to have the full control, so I can lease or trade if I want to. 

10503 Because I didn’t get my lease money right away. They pay us about 
December. 

10954 I believe I am capable of handling all my personal affairs, as I own 
property on nonrestricted and trust land and have successfully handled 
my own affairs. 


_When asked if they wanted the heirship lands sold and the proceeds 
divided among the heirs, 41 wanted some sold, 154 wanted all sold, 47 
none, and 89 did not answer. Therefore, a clear majority of those 
answering the question wanted all the heirship land sold. 

The question arises as to whether this particular opinion holds true 
regardless of blood quantum, residence on and off the reservation, etc. 
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For this reason we have cross tabulated the question and answers with 


various categories as follows: 


Categories Sell all |Sellsome| None No 
answer 
A 
21 to 30 15 3 12 10 
E 25 13 19 
51 and over. 76 15 16 36 
No answer_.. 0 0 1 3 
Total__ 154 41 47 89 
78 23 23 37 
76 18 24 49 
0 0 0 3 
154 41 47 89 
122 35 34 69 
32 6 13 15 
0 0 0 5 
154 41 47 89 
96 27 25 48 
58 13 21 38 
0 1 1 3 
Degree of Indian blood: 
Fullblood_. 81 33 21 36 
21 4 5 10 
31 2 8 18 
18 2 13 23 
1 0 0 0 
No 2 0 0 2 
Living on reservation. “2 74 32 25 38 
Living off reservation... 79 8 22 49 
Living on trust or restricted land__...........-.-------.-.-.---- 58 21 15 23 
Not living on trust or restricted land--.-............------------- 83 14 30 59 
Total. 154 41 47 89 
Living on heirship--.-.-- a 13 5 3 6 
Not living on 138 36 43 70 
Total_- 14 41 47 89 
Income from heirship: 
to $50__... 46 13 28 
$51 to $100_......-- 27 8 7 7 
$101 to $150. ‘ ll 4 2 3 
$201 to $500_ 19 10 2 3 
$1,001 to $2,000. 1 0 0 1 
Total __ the 154 41 47 89 
Farm or ranch heirship: 
5. 146 39 44 73 
Total__ Je 154 41 47 89 
Own fee land 
| 25 3 10 15. 
104 34 33 41 
No answer. 25 4 4 33 
Total_ 154 41 47 
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The majority of heirs in all categories that answered the question 
want all their heirship interests sold with two exceptions. Both excep- 
tions are heirs receiving much higher than average income from their 
heirship land. 

The following is a cross tabulation of question 25 concerning wheth- 
er the heirs wanted to sell or exchange interests and question 26a con- 
cerning continued Bureau control with question 26b asking if they 
want all their interests sold. 


Question 26b. I would like to have the tract(s) of heirship land in which I 
own an interest sold and my share of the money paid to me. 


Sell all | Sellsome} None No 
answer 
26a. Continue Bureau control: 
etal. 154 41 47 89 
25. Sell or exchange undivided interests: 
109 1 2 10 
yi 154 41 47 89 


Of those heirs that did not answer question 26a, 51 did answer ques- 
tion 26b. Of the 51, that answered, a clear majority wanted all their 
interests sold. Of those heirs that did not want any land sold in 
answer to question 25, 18 answered 26b indicating they wanted some or 
all their land sold. This may represent a feeling on the part of this 

oup that question 25 meant they would personally have to handle 
the negotiations whereas as question 26b meant the Government would 
sell the land. It is obvious from the above that although they are in 
the minority, there is a group that does not want to sell or exchan 
any interests regardless of whether they or the Government handle 
the negotiations. 

Question 26c asked if the heirs wanted all restrictions removed 
from heirship lands so they and other heirs could handle the land them- 
selves. The majority (139-108) did want all controls removed. 

Question 27 was an attempt to get the heirs to make suggestions to 
the Congress concerning possible solutions to the problem. The ques- 
tion was worded in aa a way as to inform the Indians that possible 
solutions had been offered in the past and four of these were listed, 
then space was left for the heirs to make any recommendations he 
oie While the question was not intended to be one of multiple 
choice it was found that 101 heirs simply checked off one of the pro- 
posed solutions, and 69 made their own suggestions. Of those usin 
the check system, 33 preferred that more than half the heirs contro 
disposition of the land, 23 preferred that heirs owning more than half 
control the land, 22 wanted all heirship estates put under State courts 
and State law, and 23 preferred that any one heir have the right to 
_ to State courts for sale or partitition. Of the 69 writing in 
their own suggestions the most often repeated was that the land be 
sold and the money divided; and the land be freed from controls so 
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the heir could do what he wanted with it. The text of these sugges- 
tions follows: 


*10183 
10954 


10503 


11039 
11047 


10766 


It will be helpful if we only dispose all the heirship interests. 

Give each individual Indian who can prove he is capable in handling 
his affairs, his rights to lease, sell or do whatever he plans with his 
interests. 

I think we should control our heirship. 

Each case should be handled as a corporation within itself with each 
participant given the opportunity to buy or sell to the others first, then 
to the tribe, and then to anyone. 

I think it will be better if we will all our heirship land as I know we 
can make a benefit if we see cash money. 

At present time I do not have control of lands the Indian Office tell 
me whattodo. That I don’t like. 

I think the estate land where it is undivided should be deeded over 
to the heirs so they can do what they want to with it. 

I would like to sell the heirship to any buyer white or Indian. Pres- 
ent land sales are too slow, especially through the tribe. 

I have some land heirship land I wish we could have it partition. 
So we could do whatever we want with the land. 

I think we should control our heirship land. 

I think that all the Indian people should have the right to do what 
they want with their own land. 

I believe all restrictions and regulations by the Indian Bureau should 
be dissolved. And each landowner handling his heirship problems in- 
dividually. 

Complicated heirship land should be sold either to the tribe or any 
individual Indian or non-Indian at reasonable prices. 

As of now, we the three heirs agree to sell all the heirship land, and 
buy our own land, and secure title to land bought. 

If all of the heirs are nonresidents, the land should be sold and the 
proceeds divided. If there are more than four heirs to a plot of land, 
it should be sold to the highest bidder under sealed bids on a prean- 
nounced date. Any heir to be given the privilege of meeting the highest 
bid. The oil and mineral rights to be reserved for the heirs; the Gov- 
ernment to be fully reimbursed for any expenses in connection with oil 
and mineral rights. 

Remove all restrictions, and lease land to oil and gas companies. 

All inherited land to be sold or exchanged or divided, should have the 
consent of each one of the heirs. 

Heirship lands should be probated in county courts of States where 
land is situated. 

I think that all heirship lands in Indian reservations should be sold 
to the tribe at a fair price. 

All restrictions removed no need of Department of Indian Affairs to 
handle affairs of Indians. 

Contact all heirs and sell the heirship land at a price agreeable to 
all or majority. 

If one child is desirous of having his home on the tract, I would en- 
courage him—it is a shame the way the Indian land is all slipping 
through their fingers. 

All heirship land should be sold and money to be divided according 
to shares to each heir. 

. I think no piece of land or lands should be left unsettled more than 
years. 

I would like to see ownership of land limited to minimum number of 
persons. Sorry I do not have the answer to problem. 

I believe the disposition of the property should be the wishes of at 
least half of the heirs. 

Classification of all individual (competent or not) to handle all land 
matters. 

I think they should let the heirs handle their own property and do 
what they want, sell or live on it. 


* Individual’s code number. 
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Indian Bureau has plenty of employees who can take care of our busi- 
ness. 

After 15 years place under State courts. 

The problem lies wholly in the hands of the Bureau. We never had 
the chance to voice in such a case. But I do know the Indians can 
handle their own problems. 

I want the Indian Bureau to keep its present control of the Indian 
lands the way itis now. We are not ready for the State court and law 
yet. 

I would rather handle my own land the way I want. 

I would suggest that any heir have the right to sell, lease or partition 
land in which he has an interest to the same extent as the State law 
provides. 

I think in my words that all heirship land consisting more than three 
heirs sold or exchange. 

Eliminate Indian Bureau and let all people be alike. 

All of our heirship lands should be sold to the tribe or patent fees. 

We need the patent fee issued to us as soon as possible before snow 
flies so we can have house to live in. 

I live off reservation 29 years. I want all my rights to sell out and 
stay out of Standing Rock Reservation. 

Probating of estates should be done by State or county authorities. 

There will always be Indians on reservations. I want the Govern- 
ment to buy back heirship lands for that purpose. 

They should be sold. 

I believe that one heir should be appointed to make necessary requests 
from the Government when two or more heirs are involved. 

I should think that the biggest shareholder be given the control to do 
whatever is beneficial to the rest. 

I want my full rights. 

I wish to have my full rights. 

Let the Indian live, work, buy, sell as the white man—eventually 
eliminate the Bureau of Indian Affairs. 

Make it possible for tribe to buy inherited land, put back in trust for 
tribe. 

First release all the heirship land from the State claim of the old 
age assistance lien. Then have a rehearing to classify the rightful 
owners. 

To issue patent-in-fees so as they can see these heirship lands. 

All inherited land to be sold or exchanged or divided should have the 
consent of each heir. 

All heirs should be informed and signature of all should be signed 
by him or her. 

Sell off land as requested. 

I agree that all heirship land be sold that we get our equal shares. 

I feel that each heir should be able to lease or sell his interest at his 
or her own discretion. 

Satified as now is. 

Probating of estates should be done by State or county authorities. 

I want this land partitioned so I could trade or sell my share or lease 
it. 

I think each heir should be allowed to sell or lease his share without 
other heirs permission. 

Government sell pieces of land with many heirs and divide the money 
among heirs. 

I believe that an interest which nets the owner less than $15 per year 
should be disposed of in some manner, regardless of whether or not the 
individuals concerned are agreeable. 

I think that the Government should sell all heirship land and use this 
money to help our younger Indians to get a start, either in a business or 
profession. 

All inherited land to be sold or exchanged or divided should have 
the consent of each one of the heirs. 

I think heirship land should be sold, under the auspices of the USIS 
to the tribe and held as communal property. 

I would prefer that all heirs should sign. 
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10763 Remove all restrictions on land so individual can do his own land 
transactions. 
10520 Let owners decide as to their heirship holdings. 
11062 Do away with the Indian Bureau, as we can’t do as we wanted to do 
with our lands. 
9669 Legal actions too expensive. Let Government sell and divide up the 
money. 


Question 28 asked if the heir owned land that was not held in trust 
status. Of the 265 heirs answering the question, 53 (appepxineatoly 
20 percent) do own lands not in trust status. Twenty-four fee land- 
owners purchased it, 15 inherited it, 9 had received a fee patent, and 1 
through marriage. Those heirs owning fee lands were all members of 
the tribe except one, median age was in the 41- to 50-year category, 
median blood quantum was three-fourths, median income was $2,001 to 
$3,000, 28 lived on the reservation, and 25 off, 19 live on trust land, 18 
received welfare assistance in 1958, 10 live on heirship land, and 7 
ranch or farm heirship land. 

Question 29 was an attempt to draw from the heirs any and all prob- 
lems concerning their heirship lands. It was worded in very general 
terms and was successful in its objective. The complaints range from 
minor problems to outright accusations of dishonesty. Ang the 
most common are (1) they have no information concerning their land, 
leases, etc., and letters to the agency about this are not answered; (2) 
heirship land is included in grazing units without the heirs’ consent ; 
(3) heirship land is leased without the owners’ consent; (4) too much 

tape in trying to get anything done about this land; (5) the heirs 

t less money when the Government leases the land than if they leased 
it themselves; and (6) their money is doled out to them in small sums. 
The complete text of the complaints follows: 


* 10093 In my special case a deed was made to me for a piece of land in 1948 
or 1949 by a first cousin now deceased. To date the deed has never ap- 
proved by the Indian Bureau due to the fact that some Bureau official 
do not like me. 

10343 The problem, the only problem is, why is all the money that is held 
in trust, held indefinitely (some in our family has been held for over 
50 years) and no information ever given out about it? When money 
accrues why is it not possible for parents to use in in the case of minor 
children? Why, when a person is deceased, to cite an actual case in this 
family, is the money held for so many years, that enough descendants 
accumulate that the final division is about 40 cents apiece, and of course 
too small for Government disbursement? Why bother with heirship? 
Why not have it revest to the Government in the first place. It is im- 
possible to put my full opinion of this stinking mess in so small a space. 

10354 This 160 acres of heirship land was my daughter’s. She was killed 
June 8, 1951, and the examine of inheritance divide it 80 acres to me, 80 
to her father. He left in November 22, 1922. Have not heard from him 
since and that’s 37 years this November 22, 1959. He is a white man, 
I had his six children to raise for all these years. I should be entitled 
to all of this land. 

10294 It seems like we don’t own our lands the way the Indian is handling 
our lands the way they want without our consent, we want the grazing 
units to be abolish, as we want our power of attorney away from our 
superintendent, so we can have our own leasing privileges. We want 
our land to be tested for gas and oil on our reservation. 

10896 A shakeup in the Aberdeen area office for speedy transactions and 
also the agency office in Fort Yates, N. Dak. Throw them doors open 
and keep them open all week, not like the Iron Curtain. What are they 
typing that it takes too long to get anything done? When any individual 
Indian has any money in the office, it seems that the Indian Office 
policy is to dole it out to them, for example, assuming that I had $400 
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in the office and I wanted the money in a lump sum, but instead, is doled 
out to me at, say $50 a month then I would get disgusted and get drunk 
on this $50, Why did I get disgusted? Because I had planned to buy 
lots and build on it and a number of things to improve myself with this 
$400, in the meantime somebody else bought the lots, or house or what- 
ever it is to make a home. I can’t do business on $50 a month, this is 
the case with many Indians who are off the reservation and who have 
relocated themselves and not through the Indian officer, whereas if I 
did relocate through the Indian Office, it would be a feather in their hat. 
It also seems to be the policy of the Indian Bureau to keep the Indian 
down to a certain level and to keep the Indians disunited. Give out 
patent in fees to those that applied, if the money is not used right, it’s 
their fault, if they have a hard time, but that’s one sure way to learn, 
and they won’t starve, they’ll find a way. 

I want my land to be abolish from the grazing units, as I want to 
have my own leasing privileges. I suppose to get $79 a year and I only 
get $42 a year, the rest goes to the office. 

Why are all situations pertaining to oil lease as secretive by the 
tribal council and office of superintendent? In the past my inquiries 
about oil activities and grazing leases were ignored until I asked a Sen- 
ator to take a hand. The answers to my letters from then on were so 
evasive I still have no knowledge of what goes on at the Standing Rock 
Reservation, in Fort Yates, N. Dak. I know my allotted land is ina 
potential oilfield, but it may as well be on the moon. How can I find 
out without hiring a lawyer I can’t afford. 

I would like to have all the land I interest in be sold and my shares 
paid to me as all my other heirs will be glad to have this done, too. Or 
if we can handle our own land problems ourselves, the way we want to, 
then we can get all our money, not just part of it, like it use to be. 
Nowadays they take out money for handling heirs, paper fee, and some 
other fee, and this fee, and that fee. I don’t like that, it never use 
to be like this before. 

There is hard feeling between the heirs. Cannot use our share freely 
on a complicated heirship land. I get $4 annually on 640 acres of un- 
divided interest. Slows up on paying out leases from office posting. 

Our lessors sometimes don’t pay in rental until about 2 months later, 
done as he pleased is my problem for 3 years now. It’s a farm, so I 
don’t get my lease check with the rest. I have to wait; he don’t answer 
letters either. I want to cancel lease with him; now he has two more 
years contract. He and I drawed up 5-year farm lease. 

If you don’t want to lease your land, why do you have to? 

I believe all Indian moneys that are not moneys from personal prop- 
erty considered tribal funds, should be distributed equally among each 
member of the tribe whether or not he resides on a reservation. It would 
be an incentive for more Indians to leave the reservations and earn their 
living as other Americans do. I am a widow and have raised my family 
of four children alone since the oldest child was 5 years old. It behooves 
me to think that because I decided to face the responsibilities by working 
to support them instead of waiting for a handout from the county, State, 
or Government, I have jeopardized my chances of sharing in tribal 
funds because I chose to raise my family off the reservation. 

I want to handle all my land transaction including my mineral right. 
Just give me my land back so I can now wear shoes as all the restric- 
tions and redtape attached on to my land by our guardian the Indian 
Bureau kept me barefooted. Give us some opportunity and some respon- 
sibility and I am sure we can better ourselves in our standard way of 
livelihood. 

I would like to have one of the land to be sold to build a home, or 
have the land for oil or gas lease. I have put up a patent and fee for my 
land, but nothing has ever been done yet, as it was about 3 years ago, 
when I applied for patent and fee. 

The promiscuous and indiscriminate registering of children on the 
tribal rolls, supposed to be of Indian blood. There are numerous occa- 
sions of children being registered as children of their former husbands, 
naming them as their father, knowing the same to be false. The agency 
claims the inheritance examiner takes care of that, but the examiner 
informed me, he has nothing to do with the enrollments. 
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My father , died 1927 and ever since we try to partition his 
estate but never goes through and we are all don’t like this but the 
people in the office says we can’t do it so now if you people are higher 
than our office people here please see that this one man his allotment 
number is , partitioned so we all no which we own I live on my 
father’s land and the others would like to do the same thing, too. I 
even wrote to and never got it through. So please have this 
partitioned and I want to handle my own land the way I want. Too 
much redtape in this Indian Bureau. 

Yes, I do. I’ve been wondering how come my interest is so small. 
My father left us considerably quite a lot of land, and through the years 
it seems to be getting smaller. What I want to know is what they have 
been doing with it. I would like all my land put together inventoried 
and sold. They are so scattered half the time I don’t know what sort 
of land was leased or sold. 

Would like to know why the superintendent never write and tell if 
any land is leased or not whenever I have written to him. 

I have become aware that many of the older Indian people do not 
know what their land acreage is and where many of their interests are 
located. An Indian should be made aware of his property, his condition 
limits to his activity, land operations, they are obligated to keep these 
people informed of their property. 

I would like to know why our land is being held in the restricted area 
so that it is impossible to sell it. We would not sell our land because 
it is restricted. 

All of my land is on the Standing Rock Reservation, and I live with 
my husband on the Cheyenne River Reservation so I can’t make any 
use of that land over there. Since I have small interests in heirship 
land I would like to sell my share of these interests to the tribe and buy 
tribal land on this reservation. 

Yes; to settle this problem; to divide or portion such tracts where 
only four members are heirs to such tracts or sell all such tracts and 
money divided accordingly. Yearly rentals are small, mineral rights 
not included in such sales as years before. 

Yes, I have been an heir to land on the Standing Rock Agency since 
1915. It does seem to me that if the States ran their inheritance de- 
partments that way, by now it would be an impossible situation. I am 
interested in three pieces of land and been declared an heir since 1915, 
but to date nothing has been done to settle the question of why these 
estates are not closed. Where does the fault really lay and why wasn’t 
it corrected years ago? Who receives the salary or salaries in the 
inheritance department and who is paying for all this delay? These 
are questions I do not know the answers to; maybe if you can find the 
answers it will help. 

I have two-ninths interest in a parcel of land, value appraised at 
$136 a few years ago. Value does not create much interest for me. 
Other than this: I have 160-acre allotment. I have left it in its present 
status rather than obtaining a deed since I live so far from the land. 
This way I have received a small amount of income without having to 
personally look after it. I have a will which should cover the disposal 
this property providing it would be accepted by Indian Service. My 
daughters are not enrolled on any reservation and do not have enough 
Indian blood to be considered Indians—my opinion. 

I would like to have my heirship land to sell or trade, because it will 
make a better improvement for one home at this time. 

I want to hold this 160.26 on Standing Rock Reservation for my 
adopted daughter. I have five-ninths share in the 160.26 but I am also 
heired to a 40 acres of , on Fort Peck Reservation. This is also 
five-ninths so when my father made his will he willed me five- 
ninths of my mother’s estate so this , is my mother’s allotment 
and the 40 acres is her heirship land, but since I married a white man, 
and his being head of the family I realized I am not entitled to any 
rights on the reservation for a loan or medical. I thought it would be 
better for us to sell my share of the heirship estate in Montana and sell 
my own alloment , 106.60 acres. 
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I believe my land should be reclassified from grazing to farmland. 
Some of it at least really is farmland but Land Operations considered 
it to be grazing only. If it were reevaluated I could get more rent for 
it. 

Cut the redtape, more speedy action, on individual trying to get a 
patent in fee at the present time, you practically sign your life away. 
Then it has to be approved in the following order: First tribal board, 
superintendent of reservation where you live, area director, and, finally, 
Washington. All this takes 6 months and then you wait almost another 
6 months before you get your patent, by that time, you’re in debt or 
starved. Something should be done about this, cut some redtape. 

I , own six quarters of land, and it is at present leased for 
farming, grazing, and hay purposes. I have a patent in fee pending, and 
if successful I wish to purchase a home and live close to road, schools, 
and churches. At present I’m unemployed, no home, pay rent. No 
good paying jobin sight. [am notlazy. Willing to work. Here’s hoping 
this information will be of help to you. 

I , own one quarter of land of my own and heir to three lands, 
one-third to one-sixth share in some. I have a patent in fee pending and 
if successful I wish to pay for a home and live close to roads, schools, 
and churches. We are industrious people when given a chance to work. 
Right now my husband is unemployed. 

I’d like to sell some land although I haven’t much, because we need 
transportation and need a better home. We haven’t gotten much from 
our lease so my husband brought us to Poplar, Mont., to find work. 

My nephew and I have been trying to sell a land, which my nephew 
owned very little of it, for over a period of 10 years, but unsuccessful. 
Almost every year it’s advertised for sale, and it is supposed to go up 
for sale again this summer. Although I have a buyer it’s never sold. 
And I have tried to convey some land I inherited to my three children 
so they can make use of them as their own. All the papers are fixed up 
and signed. But these requests are to this day being held up at the 
agency office, and nothing is being done about it at realty office, Stand- 
ing Rock Agency, Fort Yates, N. Dak. 

Yes, we have. My husband and my brother exchange land in the year 
of 1946. After the Second World War my brother wanted to get cattle 
loan so they did. But his loan was not approved. So he moved back 
to town and so we wanted our land back so we can live on this tract 
of land. They again fix their exchange papers out in 1950. But they 
were told each one had to pay $42 apiece before they take action on it, 
and that’s been here in office yet. Still trying to get that exchanged, 
and they had to fix the papers over again. And it’s still here in the 
office yet. But we went ahead and built our home on their tract of 
heirship land which we are now living on. So that how long we have 
to wait to get our business done and its still here in the office. How 
much longer do we have to wait? 

Yes, for the last 10 years we have tried to sell a half section of land 
and estate of my grandmother’s land But the office don’t seem 
to help us in anyway to sell it and we also applied for patent in fee to 
sell this land and paid a $10 fee for this land and I still have the receipt 
of the $10, and they turned us down. We wanted to sell this land 
because we wanted to improve our homes, but we failed and I used to 
receive aid for my children but I am cut off now, and I would be very 
pleased if we could sell some of this land to live on. 

I would like to have all my inherited interests exchanged or buy from 
individual landowners and from the tribe in one place where I plan to 
make my home. If all my desires are fulfilled, [ll try my best to make a 
good home for my family, so that I wouldn’t be a burden to the Govern- 
ment or to anybody else. 

Examiner of inheritance follows State laws in heirshhip cases to some 
extent and charge fees. The findings are slow; in some cases 1 or 2 
years. County probates are expedited. That is what is needed, so 
that partitions can be made right then. Sooner or later we will come 
under State jurisdiction. Why not now? 
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The one gripe that I have is that I have not signed any lease papers 
in about 10 years. Although I have received Government checks saying 
it was lease money, not at any time have I got a letter from reservation 
Indian office where I was born saying from what said land or descrip- 
tion, or where situated. I have been in the dark about all this matter. 
That is the reason J would rather the tribe bought all heirship lands. 

I’d like some of my lands (interests) sold, but the other heirs don’t 
think so. I and my wife don’t know how to go about it, because the 
other heirs are better off than we are. We came to Poplar, Mont., to 
find work so I can support my wife and boy. Were living in the Stand- 
ing Rock Reservation, but will be going back in August 1959. I need 
to sell some lands, because we have no transportation and living in a 
one-room house which isn’t very big. There is no work for young couples 
like us on the reservation. When there is they pay us $5 a day. 

Your communication of June 29, 1959, stipulated that the enclosed 
form be filled in and returned within 1 week. May I ask when the De- 
partment of Interior adopted a policy of getting anything done in less 
than three or four decades? The Negroes of America were declared 


‘free citizens of the United States by the Emancipation Proclamation, 


but native Americans, the Indians, were not considered citizens until 
about 1934. And then, apparently, when it seemed there was nothing 
left to exploit. In the 1952 Republican campaign, the so-called “termi- 
nation” plan looked very good in print and sounded even better when 
repeated to Indian who could not read or understand political double- 
talk. Why, at this late date, may I ask, do you send out forms per- 
taining to heirship land? Is it just another attempt to make the In- 
terior Department look overwhelmed by work trying to help and solve 
the problem of the poor Indians? There can’t be much land left to the 
Indian as to warrant this sudden interest—unless, of course, the oil 
and mineral deposits belonging to the Hopi and other Southwest In- 
dians have aroused the interests of lobbyists for big business. It would 
be truly terrible to allow another Osage oil mistake. 

The big gesture, relocation, is a farce and a mistake. How many 
Indians really benefit by that ill-spent money? Instead of doing away 
with the Government-financed schools where, in the past generations, 
Indian children were at least clothed and fed, received some chance to 
integrate and become self-supporting, the Government has closed 
these schools and handed out relocation as the answer to helping In- 
dians become self-supporting “citizens.” Relocation funds are spent 
to send whole families thousands of miles from their reservations to 
“get a start in life.” The heads of families run into every difficulty 
imaginable—no job training, discrimination, and either wind up in the 
local welfare bureau, jail, or skid row. Here in the North, the Indian 
children haven’t as much chance as the Negro. And that isn’t because 
of any IQ standards, either. As for the so-called open-occupancy laws 
here, Indians are forced to live in worse slums than the Mexicans in 
San Antonio, Tex. I have seen both. The result is growing delinquency 
among Indian children, poorer health condition, and general apathy. 
Some Indian families give up before they reach that state, then get 
relocation funds to return to the reservations. Much better, I think, 
to spend those funds trying to really help the Indian; reopen the Gov- 
ernment schools, divert moneys to the reservation hospitals for good 
doctors, and for heaven’s sake keep those hospitals staffed and sup- 
plied. What good are those shells called Indian hospitals, built with 
Indian funds, if they are to stand idle, or, as in the past few years, be 
used as refugee camps for Europeans? I shall be very surprised if this 
letter is read; at least I have expressed my general comment. to line 29 
of the form I received. My Sioux Indian grandmother did possess land 
near Fort Yates, N. Dak. Her brother and all my other Indian 
relatives are dead. Last May 1958, before her death, my sister 
told me to try to see the superintendent there at Fort Yates, N. Dak., 
I was to try to find out about our grandmother’s land, and a 
timber allotment belonging to my dead brother, , and myself. 


However, every time I called or went to the agency I was told that the 
superintendent was busy, or that he was out of town. I was in Fort 
Yates for 10 days, but in all that time I was unable to get any informa- 
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tion. When I returned to Minneapolis, I knew it was useless to write, 
because I would not even get the courtesy of an answer, so that is the 
way things stand. If this heirship land claim is not settled any sooner 
than a horse claim of 1894 was settled (I received 36 cents), I doubt 
that I will be around to know about it. I am well acquainted with 
the processes of the Department of the Interior. 

No special problem, other than the department of of Indian Affairs 
should be abolished. It is an obsolete department of the U.S. Govern- 
ment. If an immigrant from Europe can become a citizen of the United 
States and live his or her life in freedom, certainly the only Americans 
ean do so, too. The Indian Service is getting bigger than the people it 
is supposed to take care of. Do away with the authority of Indian 
Service, and solve part of the problem. 

Since all heirs live in different parts of the country, how could we all 
go about selling our lands to dispose of it before there is so many more 
heirs it would be impossible to untangle? It’s in trust and what is 
there to do? Once in a while an heir will send for all our family names 
and give us hope, but it dwindles out, and nothing more is ever heard. 

I own more than one-half interest from two heirship lands, and I 
cannot use either one to a fair advantage. My husband and I would 
purchase the other one-half of these lands if possible. Also I do not 
receive any lease money, or anything from one of my estate lands, 
although it is a direct heirship interest. 

Since we do not get but such a small sum from the renting of this 
land, I would like to suggest we handle our own renters and set the 
price per acre, do our own collecting, and let all the land we own be 
cultivated and seeded, thus enabling us to get more for the rental; 
with this “strip” farming—I do not go along with this—if we had to 
depend on this solely alone for our livelihood, it would certainly be a 
struggle living on the approximately $250 return from it as it now 
stands each year. The outcome would be that we would have to seek 
help from the agency, providing this was our only income. I suggest 
we do away with this “strip farming” and let each one handle his or 
hers to their best way of thinking. This would also take a burden off 
the agency’s shoulders, too. This would make the Indians feel more 
independent, too, and give them more confidence in themselves. 

Disagree with the superintendent power of attorney to lease Indian 
land to unknown parties. Rather handle my own problems of leases, 
and rights to sell lands or use land security to borrow money and make 
loans from loan companies to use toward my children’s future. 

We have tried to locate our exact allotment but the markers are hard 
to find. For a few years my land was included in a block that was 
leased for hay land or grazing and I received an annual or biannual 
check from the Standing Rock Agency at Fort Yates. For maybe 
4 years I have heard or received nothing. I wish it were possible to 
deed my land to my children—they never received allotments altho I 
have requested them in the tribe by mailing photostatic birth certificates. 

It should indicate like this all of interest holding should be soid with- 
out no struggle. 

Divide interest in heirship so I will know where each tract of land is 
located and to whom it is assigned. At present I don’t know where 
half of my interest lies and how much, what kind of land, ete. It is 
a sorry case, and to top it all off the value of all this land is worthless 
until we, as Indians can work it and use it the way we want to, which 
I don’t think would be possible under present conditions under the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs. What we need is a good shake up somewhere, 
somebody, that can understand our problems would be the best solution. 

I think, in some instances, that all the heirs would be better off if the 
land they own an undivided interest in was sold and they receive their 
share of the proceeds. As it is, when one heir expires there are just 
that many more heirs that come in on it. It’s a shame as when the 
slfares are divided again and again the land becomes practically worth 
less to the heirs who own the smaller interests. 

I have an interest so there I and other heirs may handle our land I 
don’t like the unit lease. We did not sign the lease papers too. I think 
the superintendent sign the heir lands. 
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While some white or Russian or German uses my share of land and 
get rich I sit here and starve it out with my children. My husband is 
unable to work in hot weather. He wears artificial leg. He didn’t do 
that in service so he doesn’t get a pension. Just lately we have been 
getting relief which is for a very indefinate time. So I would like to 
have all my heirship land sold so I can buy chickens and milk cow 
and try to make a living some how on my husband’s mothers land out 
in the country. 

Yes, property is scattered os over. Being of the third or fourth 
generation of » Yo, Yes, “os, 3456 etc. of this or that property is 
the rule rather than the exception. As a result it is impossible to sell 
and get any kind of a competitive price. In a number of instances I 
have received a check from the Government for two or three dollars and 
don’t even know what it is for. There is a strong possibility that I own 
land that I don’t even know about, Perhaps on other reservations as 
well if there was a Federal office or committee established to clear this 
up, handle the records, all legal entanglements and any other problem 
that may occure. Indians such as myself would be extremely grateful. 

Straighten out the Bureau! Clean out the pockets of your agents! 
I know that $29 is not a lot of money but I don’t know why I should 
buy cigarettes for the Agent. I have asked twice for an audit, now will 
I get one? 

Yes, I rather sell all my heirship land, as I need the money worse than 
the idling land. 

I would like to liquidate all of my fractional interests and to make 
a final settlement with the Bureau so that I would never have to have 
anything to do with it again. I do not feel that the States and counties 
should be saddled with this mess. The Federal Government was re- 
sponsible for creating it. Let it stand the cost of terminating it. 

Now I want to cut hay on heirship land and the Indian office says no. 
And that what I don’t like. It seems like the Indian office has owned 
the land and they tell on what to do with it. I have some lease heir- 
ship land lease to white man. Five tracts lease are in March and I 
don’t get the money until January the following year. I am well able 
to handle my own leasing and can get higher lease money. 

Yes, I don’t like the setup at our office in handling estate land, it is 
to hard to lease or sell through the office. When we do the money is 
held and we have to beg for it to buy our needs which has been a great 
deal. 

Like I said above, land sales are much to slow when handled by the 
Tribe. For instance, my family, there are 10 heirs and three separate 
tracts of land. At present we can sell to the Tribe only and they’re 
not buying at present. I’d say too many regulations or rather, redtape 
to get anything done. 

Land far away, wish to sell some. I am asking for patent fee once 
but when it gets to the area office in Aberdeen they rejected. Who's 
going to have all my land if I am dead. I have no children so I would 
like to sell some but I want, a patent fee, for my part of my heirship 
lands. So I could sell part of it. In this office here in Standing Rock 
Agency we can’t do what we want with our lands. Please. 

There is eight of us on two pieces of land and ten on the other. We 
all have large families and if land passes on to our children there will 
be that many more. I would rather sell these heirship tracts now so 
my children will at least have something out of it now. I would like to 
sell either to the tribe or to the highest bidder retaining all our mineral 
rights. The way the land is now we don’t see very much profit from it. 

This is a bigger problem than a man thinks, I would like to see the 
Indian progress but they don’t know how to handle any of their business 
affairs. Especially figure income tax and their capital-gain tax their 
loss, most of them will be in loss column and be owing big income tax 
to Uncle Sam. For the past years Government has done everything for 
them and this has been a successful failure. Lots of white man just had 
that chance they’ll all make a go of it. 

Rate of lease on heirship lands? Number of years lease, 1-3-5 years. 
We should have authority to sign the lease, that is land that we have 
interest in through immediate family or household. 
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I think it best for us to handle our own leases. I didn’t sign no 
heirship land. Superintendent sign it. 

Yes, I have been trying to sell my share for 5 years and also the other 
heirs. But cannot get it done. I also have tried to sell my own land 
but the Indian office will not do this. I want to sell it so I can build 
my self a home. I do get enough Social Security and Army pension to 
live on but have no home, my only child is married and is for herself. 

There are many but a few I will state here are most important: 

1. The fencing of the individual Indian land without the landowners 
consent. 

2. The grazing and leasing of Indian lands for haying purposes again 
without the landowners given consent. 

8. Unacecounted for grazing, haying and leasing dues which are never 
never received by the individual landowners. 

I realize such problems seem unbelievable but this is exactly what 
is taking place on the Standing Rock Reservation. 

Yes, in my opinion I believe that some or quite a few younger Indians 
with a education are very reliable to conduct their own business, and it 
is embarrassing when some old Indian agent makes that famous old 
statement, “What are you going to do with all that money, drink or 
eat.” In my own personal experience I’ve told them to get off their 
high horse and that if it wasn’t for Uncle Sam, they’d be peddling 
peanuts to make a living. If they want to sell their land for cash its 
their own necks. I always say to myself, “Let the fit survive and the 
meek starve.” How come the Indian all have land and we don’t. Tell 
them we were here first. 

I received no lease income since 1953 and I feel that I should have 
received payments. 

I am very old and have no home, because I don’t get no help from the 
Indian office. They just want to lease all my land without my consent 
and I never see a red penny seems like I don’t own my land. 

I have tried desperately to mortgage my share of heirship land to the 
tribe for $3,000 to purchase a nontrust property but I was told the tribe 
has no authority to approve such transactions. I approved of a compli- 
cated heirship land purchasing program for the tribe to resolve our 
difficulties with these lands. 

After many years of increased heirship, we experience that the present 
system is not agreeable, it just creates more work and becomes compli- 
cated and the income derived from such heirship land is too small to 
benefit the individual interests. In our case there is three heirs, and 
enough inherited interest, to sell and buy other land, and have the title, 
so our children may benefit from such land and the tribe will never 
have enough money to buy such heirship land. If I could outlive all the 
Indians on the reservation, I will finally inherit all the land on the 
reservation, impossible. 

Since I am an old man, I should like to have it sold. It probably 
isn’t worth much and it must cost the Government more than it’s worth 
to look after it. 

I don’t know how much land I own and its always hard to get informa- 
tion. The Indian Department is either too busy or there’s some other 
excuse. 

I would like to sell it; also my 160 acres that was acquired at birth 
from the Government. The money from this wolud help me put my boy 
through college as he hasn’t any land or heirship. I think a lot of the 
Indian people feel the same; they could certainly use the money. We 
get no payments nor help from the Government as it is the land means 
nothing to me. 
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Questionnaires were mailed to 1,836 heirs of the Turtle Mountain 
Agency and 377 (approximately 20 percent) completed questionnaires 
were received from adults. 


GENERAL INFORMATION 


Median age of the heirs is in the 41 to 50 years of age category. 
Distribution by groups was as follows: 21 to 30, 53; 31 to 40, 64; 
41 to 50, 83; 51 and over, 170; and no answer 7. There were 157 males 
and 212 females, 8 did not answer. Three hundred and twelve heirs 
reported having children with a total of 1,402. Two hundred and 
three heirs are heads of households and of 364 answering the question, 
50 are not members of the tribe. The median blood quantum is one- 
half, with the following distribution: fullbloods, 54; three-quarters 
blood, 55; halfblood, 193; one-quarter or less Indian blood, 56; no 
Indian blood, 3. The majority of heirs do not live on the reservation 
(259-109), and only 79 live on trust or restricted land. Of the 79 liv- 
ing on trust or restricted land, 14 live off the reservation. Welfare 
assistance was received by 109 heirs during 1958, and of this number, 
54 lived off the reservation. 

Only 175 heirs answered the question concerning 1958 income and 
the median was in the $1,001 to $2,000 category, distributed as follows: 
0 to $1,000, 75; $1,001 to $2,000, 27; $2,001 to $3,000, 24; $3,001 to 
$4,000, 18; $4,001 and over, 31. When income is computed for those 
on as compared to those living off the reservation we find a con- 
siderable difference. On reservation Indians earn a median of less 
than $1,000 while those living off the reservation have a median of 
just about $2,000. When income is categorized by blood quantum it 
reveals that fullblood median income is less than $1,000, three-quarter 
blood income is between $1,001 and $2,000, halfblood income is between 
$1,001 and $2,000, while the income of the one-quarter or less group is 
just about $2,000. 

Occupations of the heirs were reported as follows: 


Housewife 160 | Laundry 2 
Common laborer 48 | Concrete finisher 1 
Truckdriver 7 | Bricklayer 1 
Farm laborer 4 | Blectrician____- 1 
Railroad 5 | Sanitation aid 1 
Salesman 3 | Barber 2 
Armed services 4) 1 
Chambermaid 8 | Assembler 1 
Plaster 2 | Upholsterer_____ 1 
Jewelrymaker 3 | Machinist hdl 1 
Waitress 2|State government employee_____-- 1 
Painter 2 | Bookkeeper 
Practical nurse Heavy equipment operator________ 1 
Janitor 2 | Grocery store owner 1 
Receptionist 1 | Farmer__ 10 
Nurses aid 1 | Retired 25 
Draftsman 1 | Rancher 6 
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Federal Government employee.._._.. Smelterman 1 
Carpenter 5 | Apartment house 1 
Unemployed 4|Manager (home for the aged)_._.. 1 
Clerk 8 | Airfield employee = 
Cook 3 | Roofer 1 
Machine operator 3 | Water operator 1 
Steelworker 2 | Elevator operator 1 
Gas station employee 2) Auto wrecker 1 
Domestic Maintenance 1 
Secretary 2 | Miner 1 
Counselor 1 | Steamstress 1 
Aircraft mechanic. 1! Commercial artist. 1 


INTERESTS IN HEIRSHIP LAND 


Turtle Mountain heirs reported owning 699 heirship interests in 
various tracts of land. Of this number 222 were public domain allot- 
ments. Thirty-eight heirs live on heirship land in which they have an 
interest, and 21 of these heirs are fullbloods. Median age for this 

oup was over 51, 24 received welfare assistance. Income from their 

eirship interests was less than $50. Three ranch or farm the land, 
and six own other lands that are not in trust status. 

The median income from heirship land for all heirs was less than 
$50 (265 heirs answered the question), with the following distribu- 
tion: 0 to $50, 190; $51 to $100, 24; $101 to $150, 19; $151 to $200, 12; 
$201 to $5500, 16 ; $501 to $1,000, 3; $1,001, to $2,000, 0; $2,001 and over, 
1. Forty-seven heirs had visited heirship lands during 1959, 109 be- 
tween 1958 and 1949, 19 between 1948 and 1939, and 13 at some time 
prior to 1939. The majority of heirs answering the question live 
within 1 day’s drive (300 miles) of their heirship interests, with the 
distribution as follows: 0 to 300 miles, 148; 300 to 600 miles, 55; 601 to 
900 miles, 19 ; 900 miles and over, 65. 


ACTIONS 


Only five heirs reported using heirship land, while 31 others had 
used some within the past 10 years. This indicates a decrease in the 
use of heirship lands by heirs of approximately 86 percent within this 
period. Sixty-three heirs have attempted to dispose of heirship inter- 
ests and 18 were successful. In the majority of the cases the land was 
rae age of to individuals, with only six instances of transfer to the 
tribe reported. In 18 cases the tribe had been unsuccessful in attempt- 
ing to purchase heirship interests and in 21 cases other Indians had 
been unsuccessful. Twenty-one heirs have themselves attempted to 
purchase other heirship interests. 


OPINIONS AND PROPOSALS 


Sixty-two heirs plan to live on heirship land and 59 plan to ranch 
or farm heirship land in the future. en asked if they wanted to 
sell or exchange some or all of their heirship interests, 27 said some, 
134 all, and 162 none. Asked if they wanted the Bureai of Indian 
Affairs to retain control of the heirship land, 207 said yes and 69 no; 
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101 did not answer. Various reasons were advanced as to why they 
wanted the control removed or retained. The comments follow: 


* 12479 
11462 


12757 
12615 
11981 
11664 
12769 
12758 
11569 


11622 
12621 


12277 


11312 
11630 


11613 


12090 
11397 


12659 
121% 


11258 
11355 


12500 
11922 
12019 


KEEP BUREAU CONTROL 


Nontaxable. 

Unless the land interests we hold is divided equally, I would prefer 
BIA to keep present control. 

Several heirs—only feasible way to handle it. 

Because it’s tax free and I am protected. 

Because it is the best way. 

Some later date the land may be of more value. 

Because of a better chance of equal dividing. 

Most of us Indians are still incapable to live like the non-Indian 
standard way of living. 

Because, I want to live on the reservation while I’m living, besides I 
want to sign all my interests in heirship land to my niece 

Because an Indian does not pay tax. 

For one thing all my shareholdings are tax free and because I am 
an Indian. 

I am not receiving income presently from my undivided one-twelfth 
interest and would like to see the land sold or else divided so I can 
farm my fractional interest in the lands. 

Because I cannot pay taxes. 

As too many Indians are too old to attend to their affairs and have 
no schooling. 

To avoid fraudulent deals by sharp operators. 

Because we are entitled to the Indian blood we have. 

Because of the distance where the land is located in Montana. 

Because there would be a lot of disagreeing and losing of land it will 
be better for everyone if it remains as it is. 

For one thing there is too many heirs and also the Indians are get- 
ting well cared for. 

If I couldn’t pay up taxes, I would lose my land. 

Due to distance one would have to travel to settle affairs. Also 
agents are more familiar in their territories. 

Government control has been very successful and has the advantage 
of years of experience in this business. 

It makes it harder for outsiders to get in. If the individual had 
control it would be too easy to sell. 

Until such time this land is mine by patent. I will then have my 
share specified and can do as I please without interference of other 
heirs. 

Because the land in which I own an interest is not worth paying 
taxes on. 

Because they have efficient bookkeepers and I feel it would be too 
complicated for an inexperienced person to handle. 

Because I am out of taxation ; not paying tax. 

Taxation may get too high because the land is idle and not paying 
any return. 

Taxation may be too high. 

It’s been that way ever since I can remember. 

I couldn’t afford to pay taxes on it as the rest is so small. 

I want Indian Bureau to control the land, since I someday will like 
exchange. 

We have no parents—some are still minors. The present control is 
best for those concerned. 

To the Government the land isn’t worth much and worth just as 
much to me. 

Because we of the Sioux Tribe are not in no condition to pay tax. 

Because I should think the tribe should buy the heirship, there are 
so many who haven't got any land. 

At least I know this is being taken care of now. 

There’s too many heirs. 

Because I have children that I want to share it with. 


4 Individual’s code number. 
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Easier for them to find a buyer. 

Because I don’t pay taxes on my land. 

Easier for them to finda buyer. 

Satisfied as things are. 

Because I am out of taxation; not paying tax. 

For protection of my right. 

Where there are so many heirs to a small parcel of land, it would be 
difficult to handle leasing and dividing of rentals, etc. 

If the control of land went to my family we would have to pay taxes. 

So they could sell it for us if possible. 

Better for the Indian interests. 

To avoid paying taxes. 

Because my tracts are willed to my children, to be divided between 
them after my death. 

Because it’s a fair chance for everyone in the family. 

The Government is better equipped to handle trust lands. They, the 
Government, owe that responsibility to the Indians. 

Not capable enough. 

Because the Indian would lose that land. 

I could lease it for more money. 

I am satisfied with the way they take care of it. 

Because it is more convenient since I live such a distance, and they 
have done so many years. 

So that no private party can gain control. 

My heirship share is so small, that I would have very little to say. 

I am too far to take care of it myself. 

Because I need it for hay. 

Because if they don’t keep control pretty near every tribe will end up 
with nothing, that is less than they have now. 

They are better able to handle leasing and their collection. 

Because there may be some oil on it someday because it’s close by. 

Well, I am in hopes of this land becoming useful in oil production. 

Because I feel the Indian Bureau is the most trustworthy. 

Because that way maybe I'll get the 2 years’ interest that’s coming 
to me that I haven’t got. 

To protect uninformed tribal members. 

Want the children to have the land. 

I live too far to look after it. 

They can handle affairs a lot better. 

Aged Indians are better looked after by Federal management of land. 

Because they are better equipped to do this than I, also better quali- 
fied. 

Because I know I’m well protected and more than satisfied the way 
things are now. 

The public domain allotments I am interested in obtaining use of 
would be grabbed by outsiders and there is always friction amongst 
relatives if it were handled privately. 

I feel it will be more secure. 

We are several and we would have to all agree to sell the land. 

If I couldn’t pay up taxes, I’d maybe lose my land. 

Bureau is in better control than the many individuals. 

*Cause the heirship don’t get much lease money out of the heirship 
land. 

We are getting a better deal and no taxes to pay. 

Because it is familiar with the problem and has all the records. 
To transfer it to another agency would only delay the solution longer. 

Indian Bureau is doing a satisfactory job—if otherwise controlled 
interest in Indians and Indian affairs could be seriously affected. 

I believe that having the Indian Bureau control the land is an in- 
surance against losing the property through error. 

Because I can make sure I have a home. 

Because of so many owners of the land. 

As it is potential for oil and gas and feel its far better under 
Indian Bureau control. 

Transient; always on the move. 

Because I live too far away from the land and therefore am unable 
to look after it. 
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Would prefer keeping it in tax-free status since income from the 
land is very meager. 

Because there would be trouble some would want more. 

I think it would be better. 

I believe that such lands should be protected by Government rep- 
resentation. 

It is easier for the people who have shares in land if the Gov- 
ernment handle them. 

In my particular case, there are approximately 18 heirs to a 160- 
acre tract and I feel the Bureau can handle it better than any of us. 

I am old and live too far from heirship land. 

I do not have to pay taxes. 

Because I don’t want to pay taxes. 

For the present I think it is best. 

Because some of the kids aren’t an age to sell. 

Because there is eight of us that own shares in this land. 

Because if Government lifts the restrictions on inherited land. Then 
we will have to pay taxes. 

No taxes to pay. 

The Government takes better care of it. 

I don’t want to pay taxes on my heirship land. 

Because there are too many heirs and do not know what their plans 
are. 

Because its better and we don’t have to pay taxes. 

Bureau has personnel and are most familiar with the heirship 
problem and are more or less obligated to take care of Indian in- 
terests. 

Because we intend to live and not pay taxes. 

Because of so many heirs. 

I would prefer keeping it in trust status since income is not sufficient 
to pay taxes on land. 

To keep everything straight. 

Because will be tax free. 

Because they can sell it for us. 

I want the Government to buy all heirship lands. 

Because its the only way, I live with my family. 

Because this is the way we live. 

Because if they didn’t everyone would sell his land and have no 
place to go. Its bad enough they shut the school down, next thing 
will be no reservation. 

Because it, the land, is being handled through the Indian Agency. 
ee I don’t think the Indians are capable of keeping their own 

nd, 

Because I am sure we would not agree otherwise. 

Sorry but I have grown to much up in age to keep it up. 

Tax would take all. 

Although the income from such source is negligible, it is still tax 
exempt. 

In my case, too many heirs involved on all of our heirship lands. 

Maintain administrative control until such time when I can return 
home and live on them. 

It seems to be only Department, which can handle the problem. 

Because the heirs are scattered, and we want to keep the land 
because someday it may prove valuable. 

I know of no other department which can handle the job. 

Because they have better knowledge. 

We live too far away from this land to take care of our business 
transactions. 

It is so little that it would eventually be lost for taxes, 

Because it’s nontaxable, we don’t have that kind of money to pay 
taxes. 

To avoid paying taxes. 

’Cause most of us would lose it. 
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REMOVE BUREAU CONTROL 


Because I want to sell 1 tract (160) acres through a private patent- 
in-fee, the Indian Bureau is slow. 

I’d rather sell it, to the Government or else someone else, cause not 
enough income. 

Too much redtape—passing the buck. 

They won’t let you do what you want with the land. 

Too much redtape—it takes too long to do business. 

The employees in the agencies are all slow my dad and I wanted to 
trade lands made out papers went back in 2 years, they hadn’t been 
sent away yet. 

Because I want to keep the oil rights of the heirship land myself. 

I’m the only one own heirship. 

To strict of control, Won’t let you use it to the best of your 
advantage. 

I do not receive any aid other than I received from my own property. 

Because a person can’t really get anything when there’s so many 
heirs. 

I don’t receive any income from my heirship land. 

Because this land is now rented for the same price as before the war, 
it is now worth more. 

As I would like to handle my own money the way I want to. 

Because those in office of the Department of Interior do nothing and 
are bona fide crooks and steal land and money from the Indians. 

I need money to buy both upper and lower dental plates, false teeth. 

Too much redtape. 

Prefer only BIA supervision with local tribal administration. 

I would like to sell my share, as I have no use for it. 

Because I believe I am able to take care of this myself. 

Because the Indian Bureau has done an awful poor job of it in the 
interest of the Indian. 

Because I can't get my interest out of the property. 

Because I would like to sell. 

I think we should be able to do what we want of what we own. 

As I need a cow and other things to live on as $81 is not enough to 
live on and the office will not agree. 

Because I can control my own. 

It would be less trouble selling Indian land, if Indian Bureau has no 
control of such land. 

Would prefer to handle myself. 

So I can sell my lands and buy a place where I can make a living for 
family and selves. 

Because I cannot sell heirship land which I own four-sevenths and 
three-sevenths owned by about 22 persons. 

Cause I wanted to sell it any time I want to. 

Because some one other than this family is getting the profit. 

Because I haven’t got no offers at all at any time or ever at all. 

Because I made a will to my son. 

Too much redtape involved for simple transactions. 

Because I am not living on it and don’t believe I gain by such control. 

As we don’t get enough for it. 

I want a home like a white man and live like the white man. I’m 
living among the whites and married white, a good one. 

I would like to sell whatever share I own because I don’t intend 
to sell the land. 

Heirship land laws are unreasonable and are a hindrance to any 


Indians who wish to make a livelihood from the use of their land 
interest. 


_ lam old and want to sell. 
Iam old and want to sell. 
Too much redtape. 


The Indian has no say as to matters pertaining their interest under. 
Indian Department. 


I would rather they gave me my share and let me handle it myself. 
They have no interest in it, I would. 


eC 
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11336 Because we cannot sell the land, as there is too many heirs. 

12416 To hard to deal with the Indian Bureau. 

12399 peenere I think most Indians now should be able to look after our 
affairs. 

11195 Not much land. 

11921 It’s too hard to deal with the Indian Bureau. 

12459 The Indian Bureau is presently dominated by thieves. If you want 
proof I will supply the same. 

12259 Because the land is no good to me as it is. 

11646 Because we don’t get anything out of the land. 


Part (b) of question 26 asked the heirs if they would want their 
interests sold and the money divided. While they had preferred the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs retain supervision of heirship lands, some 
evidently wanted that supervision continued only until their interests 
could be sold, because in answer to this question 151 wanted all their 
interests sold, 19 wanted some, and 83 none. There were 124 who did 
not answer the question. The group wanting all their interests sold 
comprise a majority of all those answering the question. 

While this 1s quite clear as to majority opinion, the question arises 
as to whether this opinion is opposed by any particular group within 
the heirs. We have therefore cross tabulated the answers to this ques- 
tion by various categories, i.e. blood quantum, residence, etc., to 
determine if there is any significant difference of opinion held by 
particular groups of heirs. 


Categories Sell Sell None No 
all some answer 

17 4 ll 21 

25 1 18 20 

40 2 18 23 

69 12 36 53 

0 0 0 7 

151 19 83 124 

70 ll 34 42 

80 8 49 75 

1 0 0 7 

151 19 83 124 

123 17 69 103 

27 2 13 13 

1 0 1 8 

151 19 83 124 

89 12 45 57 

Degree of Indian blood: 

Living on reservation. .. 51 10 21 27 

99 8 62 88 

1 1 0 9 
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Categories Sell Sell None No 
all some answer 
Living on trust or restricted land___................-...-..----- 37 9 17 16 
Not living on trust or restricted land_--_..-...-.-..---.---..---- 107 9 64 98 
Income from heirship: 
to $50___...-. 85 12 42 51 
$51 to $100___- 6 1 10 7 
$101 to $150... 6 2 1 10 
1 0 0 0 


The cross tabulation indicates that in almost all categories the ma- 
jority of heirs want to sell all their heirship interests. There are 
some exceptions to this. In the higher income from heirship land 
categories heirs want to retain their holdings. While the majority 
of fullbloods want to sell some or all of their heirship holdings, the 
differ from the others in that there is not a majority wanting to se 
all. This may be accounted for by the fact that 21 fullbloods live on 
heirship interests. 

The following is a cross tabulation of question 25 concerning 
whether the heirs wanted to sell or exchange interests and question 
26a concerning whether the heirs wanted Bureau supervision retained 
over heirship lands, with question 26b asking if they wanted all their 
interests sold. 


Question 26b: I would like to have the tracts of heirship land in which I own 
an interest sold and my share of the money paid to me. 


Sell all Sell some 


175 
t 
aa 
None_ | No answer 
26a. Retain Bureau control: 
No answer... 45 5 6 45 
151 19 83 124 a 
25. Sell or exchange undivided interests: a 
YCS, SOME... ll 14 3 9 
125 1 1 7 
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Of those heirs wanting Bureau control over heirship land continued, 
the majority indicated a desire to sell some or all of their interests. 
Another interesting development in this cross tabulation is that of 
those heirs not answering the question concerning continued control 
by the Bureau of Indian Affairs. Of the 56 the majority want all 
interests sold. In the cross tabulation of question 25 it is still evi- 
dent that a number of heirs do not want to sell or exchange heirship 
interests. A closer examination of the statistics concerning this par- 
ticular group to determine if there is anything that sets them apart 
from other heirs did not develop any significant differences. Here 
again, we may be encountering the fullbloods living on heirship in- 
terests. 

Question 26c asked the heirs if they wanted all trust restrictions 
removed so they could handle their own land, 76 said yes, 175 no. 

Question 27 was an attempt to get the heirs to make suggestions 
to the Congress concerning ible solutions to the problem. The 
question was worded in such a way as to inform the Indians that 

ible solutions had been offered in the past and four of these were 
fisted, then space was left for the heirs to make any recommendation 
he wanted. ie the question was not intended to be one of multiple 
choice it was found that 110 simply checked off one or the other of the 
four suggestions and 47 actually wrote in their own. Of those heirs 
using the check system, 50 preferred that a majority of heirs decide 
on any action to be taken with the land, 31 preferred that heirs own- 
ing more than half the land decide, 17 chose one heir having the 
right to appeal to State courts for partition or sale, and 12 preferred 
that all heirship probates be handled by State courts under State 
law. Among those heirs writing in fo pe one of their own the most 
often repeated was that the land be sold. Some heirs wanted it sold 
to the tribe, some to the Federal Government and others simply 
wanted itsold. The text of all suggestions follow: 
*11781 It can be sold. 

12749 Sell. 

11929 I think they should have all signatures of all heirs before they can 
sell or lease land. 

12257 There are so many heirs to this land—best to sell it. It is not being 
properly taken care of, as rented or otherwise. 

11321 In my opinion it should be made mandatory that any heir owning less 
than one-quarter share of any tract of land less than 160 acres should 
be disinherited upon payment of full value for his or her share of the 
estate by either the members of the estate or by the tribe. 


11302 The heirship land should be sold by the Government and divide the 
money to the heirs. 

11426 I for one, would keep the Government’s present control. If allowed 
to handle own affairs many Indians would lose their lands in a matter 
of a short time. 

11654 I think all allotments should be sold with agreement made by all 
heirs and moneys turned over to each the individual heir. 

11888 Sell it for us if you could. 

11599 Status quo—I want no change. 

11601 I wish the tribe would purchase all heirship lands here and then the 
young people without land can have a place to make their home. The 
land can be placed in trust. 

12602 In my particular case, there are 5 heirs. We are satisfied with the 
present Indian Bureau control, and wish it to remain the same. 
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The tribe should buy all heirship land in trust if our tribe can get the 
money for this. 

One of the legal heirs should take care of the land and they should all 
get their share. 

I think all these heirship lands should be sold. They have become 
worthless land to heirs. 

I wish that the heirship land be sold and money be paid to heirs. 

All controls of land should be removed from the hands of the Indian 
Bureau and placed in the hands of the individual owners. 

All heirship land should be sold. It doesn’t do the Indian any good. 

I think all inherited lands with too many heirs should be sold, I know 
that many of us could use money in one lump sum rather than getting 
a few dollars each year. 

Let Interior Department tend to these problems as before. 

All heirs must sign all land leases and sales contracts. 

I believe the land should be sold and all heirs given their share of 
the money for the sale of the land. 

These lands should be sold so all members can get their share. 

To sell all interest heirship land. 

All lands owned by heirs should be sold, then everyone get their 
share of the money. 

I think Congress should get it all sold .and get it over with. 

Sell all interest heirship land. 

Leave as it is. 

I think that the Government should take over ownership and pay off 
heirs in cash. More and more heirs come into this each year and be- 
comes a mess to handle. 

I want the heirship lands sold, too many of them. 

I would like to have them the way they are. 

Remain as they are. 

I would like that any Indian owning a share could buy out the others 
if he wished. 

I think the present laws are just fine. Because I would like to keep 
the land our ancestors left us. And I wish everyone felt the same way. 

Leave it up to the agency in which the land is leased. 

My suggestion is that if the Indian Office does not want to sell all the 
heirship land then maybe the State could and have the money divided 
equally among all the heirs or if this cannot be done then maybe the land 
should be divided equally. 

I think all heirship should sign before land can be sold or lease. 

ro like the way the Indian Bureau handles it now. I do not wish any 
change. 

I think that the land should be sold, and should be put to some good 
use, as it stands, it is worthless to anyone. 

That all heirs should agree before any action could be taken. 

We would like you to sell the land and give me my share of the money. 

All heirship lands to be sold. 

Government buy the land so we could buy land some place and use. 

I think the land with so many heirs should be sold to one of the heirs 
whom wish to buy at the price value of the land. 

For my part sell it. 

Leave under Federal control as it is now. 

; I Brey it should have all signatures before the land can be sold or 
eased. 


Question 28 asked the heir if he owned any land not in trust status 
and if so, how he acquired it. Three hundred fifteen heirs answered 
the question and of this number (approximately 24 percent) do own fee 


lands. 


Of the 66 indicating how this land was acquired, 45 purchased 


it, 19 inherited, and 20 received it as a gift. Of those heirs owning 

land in fee 12 were not members of the tribe, median age was in the 

51 and over category, median blood quantum was one-half, 15 lived 

on the reservation and 62 off, 8 lived on trust or restricted land, 16 

received welfare assistance in 1958, median income was in the $2,001- 
60545—61—vol. 113 
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$3,000 category, 6 live on heirship land, and none ranch or farm heir- 
ship interests. The only difference seems to be the income category, 
this particular group was just over the $2,000 mark. 

Question 29 was an attempt to draw from the heirs any and all 
complaints concerning their eieshis lands. It was worded in very 
- general terms and was successful in its objective. The most often 
repeated complaint concerned lack of knowledge as to where the 
land was, how much it was, and so forth. Complaints were made con- 
cerning difficulties in trying to sell their interests, and three heirs com- 
plained that land in which they held an heirship interest was sold 
without their permission. In one of these cases the individual stated 
that he received nothing from the sale. Seven heirs reported that 
heirship land was leased without their approval and six complained 
that while their interests were leased they received no income from it. 
A few heirs implied that illegal actions had taken place in respect 
to inet heirship interests. The complete text of these statements were 
as follows: 


* 12520 In regard to the enclosed questionnaire we do not know the location 
or extent of the land heirship we happen to own. Have received only 
a few cents in interest, rent, or what have you the the last 3 years. 

11864 The only problem I have is I don’t know how much land I've inherited 
from my relations, where it is or what type of land it is. I understand 
some is leased for grazing land when actually it is farming land. But 
leased as grazing and paid as such. Only thing is I get a few cents 
a year. I didn’t think that people would rent land that was that 
worthless. 

11630 I am sending you the names heirs to my grandmother which cannot 
be located being most of them have past on. A letter from Mobil Oil 
who wanted to lease the land and could not. My father who died 22 
years ago thought too we could get something before he died and now me 
at 53 years old doesn’t have anything. In my family there only 3 living 
but his estate was divided to 6 who will get the other 3 shares? The 3 
died many years ago. I hope you will be able to help us—so glad some- 
one is taking an interest. I have a boy in college, I sure could use 
money. 

12518 I would like to know just how much land there is and what the ap- 
praised value of said land is. 

13915 The present occupant of the land in which I have an interest is be- 
lieved to have obtained a large portion of the farm and failed to observe 
lease agreement in fraudulently acquiring this land by presenting a 
“will” instead of a lease agreement to an illiterate “leasor,” and the oc- 
cupant has used his position , to thwart any corrective moves by 
heirs. 

11613 My father’s estate was divided into 6 where only three are living. 
We cannot oil lease our land because heirs cannot be located by the 
Agency being they are dead. (Our home agency Belcourt, N. Dak.) 
If we write to this agency we are told write to Poplar—If we write there 
they tell us write to Aberdeen, S. Dak. finally it ends there—no in- 
formation. I would like a final settlement of some kind which we could 
finally get benefits which we need badly. 

11973 In case the land is sold—will any income go to the Welfare or are 
they allowed to take the income off the land after death to apply to 
the Welfare Dept? I am now receiving $33 Social Security benefits and 
$35 old-age benefit. 

11171 I would like to sell some land and retain the mineral rights or else 
sell all and buy a home as I need a home. Renting right now. 

11427 Theres a lot of land that I own an interest in and I don’t know how 
much interest I have in any of them. You have to obtain that informa- 
tion at the Agency Office, at Fort Totten. 
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One of the land here in Montana has oil in it. I would like some- 
thing done about it so I can get some money out of my share. An oil 
company wanted to get the oil out. But they were unable to find some 
members of of the heirs and need the signatures. The land is valuable 
and I sure would be grateful if anything can be done so I can get some- 
thing out of all these lands. 

We would like something done about the shares I have on three dif- 
ferent Reservations. We don’t get anything from the land. One of the 
land has oil in it. But nothing can be done about it because the com- 
pany that wanted to get the oil out, were unable to get their signa- 
tures so if anything can be done for this we would be very grateful. 
oe getting along in years and would like to get something out of these 
shares. 

Yes, our land is leased every year without our signatures. We don’t 
know what its leased for. At this time there is no way for us to go 
out and see it, altho we’d like to, sell it, we’d like to see what it looks 
like first, before we would sell it. For myself, I’d like to know what it 
is leased for, I wrote to Fort Belknap a few years ago, asking about it. 
At that time it wasn’t leased, about the past 5 years it has been leased 
yearly, but I don’t know what for and I would like to know why. 

I had a land and it was taken away from me for school section, never 
got anything in return. 

I signed a lease for grazing 4 years ago with a , and I never 
got any rent yet. I write to her and get no answer. Our agency writes 
to her and get no answer. I would like to know if there couldn’t be a 
way of making her answer and live up to her lease contract. It seems 
since the Bureau has control over this land they should see that these 
renters keep up their contracts. 

I would like to learn more about the estate of my deceased wife 
, would also like to know what happened to money 
, and myself were to receive for a lease which we siened about 
18 years ago for gravel, at Fort Thompson—the Crow Creek Reserva- 
tion. It was a 5 year lease. 

I don’t even know if I have any land. 

There are many heirship land which have so many heirs that the 
heirs cannot be located. These properties should be acquired by one 
or two of the heirs or by the Government. Then, should the Govern- 
ment acquire it, that it should be turned into farms for the aged. We 
have many old people on this reservation without homes or property. 
Neat log shanties could be built on these places with a garden spot de- 
pending upon the ability of the person or couple. Thus they would 
have a home and freedom of their quarters, be happier, be more eco- 
nomical to the Government and State both. 

I think if anybody having land in trust status should have the right 
so sell if he wished, because the land I have now is all heirship, and 
my part I'll sell heirship which have interest because just last week 
I got a check for only 33¢. This I'll like do away with. 

Under the present management of the heirship land, we don’t ever 
know what we are receiving for grazing or oil lease and not even the 
person or company that are leasing our land. So I would like the man- 
agement of this affairs to let us know, who has leased our land and for 
what purpose and how much money it was leased for this way we 
would all understand the deal that was made and if not satisfied with 
same then we could have our say about the matter. 

I have a relative whom I think is trying to buy out the heirs. It 
would be nice if all other heirs would be notified as to any pending 
business connected with the land instead of this being done secretly. 
Heirs should be notified of the amount of income made from lands in- 
volved so they can have some idea of the kind of land they have if 
they have never seen it. 

Yes we have; When mother died we inherited her land. When father 
died his share from Mother’s land was divided among his second wife 
and hers and his children. Why couldn’t this land that belonged to our 
mother been given to her immediate family and we don’t think that Dads 
second family should have been included in this deal. Write and tell 
us if I am right or wrong. 
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No, except that I would like to know how much land my brother, 
sister, and I really own—my parents both died in 1953 and all we know 
is that what they had now belongs to the three of us—but never had any 
papers to show how much land is involved. 

If these questionnaire papers are part of the termination, we are not 
ready for termination. We should not be driven into a horse corral 
yet. Give us a chance. Mr. , of North Dakota, will you give us 
your idea as to how you feel about termination? I also will put in 
the newspaper the question that I am now asking. 

Yes, I would like to trade all my heirship land for allotment . 
I think the tribe should try to buy the heirship land if they can get 
the money, because there are so many here who haven't got land on 
this reservation, Fort Totten. 

This is not my problem alone, it is one of all Indians concerning 
ther lands. I have noticed that the Blackfoot Indians have a tribal 
council that supervises all leases and any legal action that arises over 
tribal land. This I think is a good foundation on which to get all 
reservations. The council should be given the authority to lease the 
lands for oil, timber, farming—for anything except to sell. This is 
my private opinion. 

None other except to dispose by selling so that I can get my teeth 
taken care of as soon as possible. The welfare assistance which I am 
now receiving will not provide sufficient funds to enable me to get or 
bed dental plates, hence my poor health due to no teeth to chew my 

ood. 


Yes; they sold my land in Montana in April. Would like my money 
right away. I mean the land of , Which I own myself. It was 
sold for one thousand, six hundred and forty-two dollars and some 
cents. Would like it all right away because I’m laid up and need money 
bad because my daughter is home and I am looking for a house right 
now. Am getting help from the welfare, only orders. I get $10 a week 
for groceries; that isn’t enough for two people to eat on. They pay 
my rent fora month. Got no light and no gas at all I’m in bad shape. 
I need my money. 

Yes; I feel I should receive a statement as to the amount of bushels 
of wheat produced and the price per bushel. Also the present contract 
signed grants the leaser one-half interest of moneys received without 
him farming the land. In 1951 I signed a contract with an oil com- 
pany to drill for oil and whether they intend to drill or have been 
discouraged from doing so, I don’t know. 

Yes; I really do, because the land we own in the reservation in Mon- 
tana as heir land we don’t even get as much as for a good solid meal out 
of it. This way we are forced to leave the reservation in order to make 
some living. As I will have to repeat this over and over, there is no 
way to make a living in the Turtle Mountain Reservation. So from 
there on you will be able to understand me. It’s really pitiful to see and 
learn about the land part and living in Turtle Mountain, Thank you. 

I would like to sell as much of the heirship land so I can pay my 
doctor and hospital. 

I would like to have the Indian Bureau send me a map of the location 
of my land. I have never seen the land. 

I would like very much to sell my 160 at , because I need the 
money to get my teeth pulled and get false teeth ; also need the money to 
fix the house with. Wish I could lease it for oil lease, so I could get 
some money to fix my teeth with. 

My daughter , a Turtle Mountain Chippewa Indian, was al- 
lotted , On . She married , a white man, In 1928 
she died. At that time did not want any of the land and gave 
his share to me and my husband. In 1950 died but left no will. 
His heir, Mrs. , does not claim the land. Is legal help available 
to solve this problem? 

I think every Indian should have the right to sell their heirship land 
or any piece of land they don’t live on, and could buy other things. 
For my part I have been living out of the reservation since 1949, I could 
buy a small home or a trailerhouse, as my children are all up in age 
and none of them has gone back to the reservation to live. 
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Yes; we could perhaps buy us a little home—all six of us on this 
heirship land—as we pay too much for rent. If we can sell it we would 
not need to pay so much rent. We could buy a little home. 

I would like to know about how much heirship land I own in shares, 
how much we get total every year. 

The Indians most concerned are those living from these interests or 
money and as long as we have gone away and earned our living else- 
where, I don’t believe these people are able to go out, so I guess that 
the heirs who profit from these lands should be permitted to live on 
them, and if it would cause any hardship for them I think we who have 
left can always take care of ourselves. I am neutral, not that I don’t 
need it, as I’ve been self-supporting and have not accumulated much. 

My problem is that being one of a number of heirs of land that when- 
ever I wish or they wish to settle on said land the parties who do not 
build or live right on the land can by majority sell said land and what- 
ever improvements or property I had built or put on said land would 
then be divided equally between all parties and my share would be the 
same as their regardless of improvements on said lands. 

I have received grazing fees off this allotment for many years, but 
very spasmodically. Administration has been very poor. Fees have 
been very low. This last year of 1958 seems to show an improvement 
in administration. 

I can’t fill out the whole questionnaire for the following reasons: Since 
I came to California I haven’t heard anything much about my land. I 
don’t know what or how much I really do own. Could you please help 
me out with this problem? If I was to sell, I wouldn’t know exactly 
what I was selling. Please give me all the information you possibly 
can. 

I shall speak for myself alone. To be informed about rights privileges, 
has always either been denied or so little given as to be almost useless. 
That the clerks and officials have taken upon themselves the right to 
keep in subjection those who are dependent upon the agency. To this 
day I don’t know anything about the legal status of the heirs of my 
parents to the land acquired about 70 years ago, whether we control by 
trust or otherwise. All I have been able to learn is that all transactions 
must be approved by the agency ; all moneys, etc., must be paid to agency 
and divided by them. 

We have had trouble with our land in Montana, which is about 300 
miles from our reservation. We were leasing it for grazing purposes for 
many years through the Fort Peck agency until my brother scraped 
up enough money and courage to make the trip up there to see what 
kind of land we had there. He found it was being used for crops, 
instead, so he made a new contract and we have been getting more from 
it, although it takes about a year before we get the money after the 
lessor deposits it with the Indian Bureau. Our problem is too much 
redtape connected with the Indian Bureau. Establishing area offices 
only added more redtape for the Indians to cope with. 

My father, , had 160 acres in Belcourt, N.Dak. The agency 
sold 80 acres of that to the tribe for $640 with just two signing, and 
the superintendent being my father was not able to sign anything. It 
should never have been sold in this way. The poor Indian doesn’t have 
any rights. It seems the superintendent can do with the land as he 
pleases and the welfare in Devil’s Lake claimed my father owed them 
$2,000 for aid they had given him. All the help he got was $20 a month 
for 4 years. I took care of him during his illness. That is the reason 
they sold his land to the tribe, to pay off this debt, which I think isn’t 
right to sell any Indian land without all heirs signing, and why can’t 
an Indian get a fair price for land that is sold? And my brother : 
got land at , which the farmers are using for grazing without 
our permission. All they pay for the use of the land is 30 to 40 cents 
an acre. Why can’t we get the same price that the white man gets? Are 
there any loans that an Indian can get to farm these Indian lands? 
My husband is white and I’m one-half Indian. I was told if an Indian 
woman married a white man they were not entitled to any loans. 
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Couple years ago there was a good oil lease on our heirship land and 
the heirs were to get one-half of it, but there is one heir that got three- 
fourths of the oil rent. I think the Indian Bureau should look after this, 
be more alert. This one heir has a one-half interest and the rest of us 
have a one-half interest but he got his half and half of ours. 

This lease I mention above was to be paid annually for a period of 10 
years and since our first payment, which was paid to me on January 
18, 1956, we have not been getting anything. 

I am totally in the dark as to any matter affecting the land to which 
I am heir. I would appreciate help in regard to the specific location 
of the land, its value, type of work now being conducted on it, etc. 

My biggest problem is not being able to obtain information from home 
agency when needed. I have made my home here since 1936 and have 
no desire to live ever again on the reservation. The agents employed to 
handle our affairs never send any information concerning the amount 
for any year that has been turned in from the crops; therefore, I have 
often wondered if I am getting my just share. 

Would you please tell me how much of land I own and where it is 
located? What is a tract? Would this be divided with my children? 
And what would be the price we would get? Is this our grandfather's 
land? 

There are seven of us heirs in a land and the lease is leased out to a 
white man in the Belcourt agency, North Dakota, and has been leased 
just by two heirs, and has been approved for grazing. Would this lease 
be legal? 

There is one thing I would like to ask about. If someone decided to 
build a home, could they build one on these heirship lands? If so, 
do all the heirs have to agree first? 

I want know why only my stepdad’s signature is all that’s needed when 
we rent out our land. I'd like it if all our say-so had to be and all our 
signatures would be needed when any problem about the land comes 
up or in renting it. 

I do not own any Indian land or am not an heir of any such land. I 
am not an allotted member of the Chippewa Tribe on any reservation. 
Mrs. , of Belcourt, N. Dak., who is my fullblood sister, has land of 
her own, but I don’t have any land, never did have any. 

There are numerous heirs included in the several tracts IT own an 
interest in. But several of the heirs are disinterested and don’t care 
to go to any trouble doing anything about the problem. Ninety-nine per- 
cent of the heirs live on the west coast, about 1,600 miles from the prop- 
erty, and don’t plan on using the land. I am getting only 56 cents a 
year for my interest in the property. I would like a law to be passed 
either to divide the land or to sell it. The land has so many heirs that 
itis no good to anyone. The land is now abandoned and useless. 

I have three children from my first wife; she died. They grew up and 
want their share of lands so they can build where they can; other 
heirs complain about it. 

I would be most interested to know where land is located and how 
much land I am heir to. 

Our greatest trouble in owning this land, after you have moved away, 
is trying to get an answer from Fort Peck or Turtle Mountain agency 
concerning our affairs, ete. We know that there are people being paid 
in these agencies to take care of this business but we never get an 
answer to information we need. 

Why did all my sisters and brothers receive land and/or money in 
their own right and all I received was a small interest in my father’s 
estate after he died? I think I should have gotten my father’s entire 
estate. 

I do have a question which I would like to have answered. How much 
land do I have control of as an individual and how much is its present 
value? And where is this land located, and is this land open for sale 
or lease of mineral rights? 

I do have questions which I would like to have answered. How much 
land do I have control of as an individual, and how much is its present 
value, and where is this land located? 

There was a house on the land that I have a share in, but the house 
is being used as a barn. Could there be anything done about it? 
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I'd like to know why our iand cannot be sold at Fort Belknap agency 
so we may have our money to buy homes where we are working and 
living now. J 

Yes ; let me sell my land and send me the deeds. I could have sold my 
lands but them crooks at the North Dakota Department of Interior 
would not send me the deeds. 

The Indian Bureau refuses to give me information regarding my 
lands. All Indian Bureau offices should be elective rather than the 
present dictatorship. 

On my own land I do not receive any lease money, do not know if the 
agency at Poplar, Mont., has it leased or not. 

Where it is and who is taking care of it and how much they’re paying 
for it and why I get only 56 cents a year. I'd like to know the names 
of all the heirs now. 

There was about 42 acres of land in Roosevelt County, Wolf Point, 
Mont., that I never received any interest on. These acres belonged to 
my father, , deceased. 

I do have questions which I would like to have answered. How much 
land do I have control of as an individual, and how much is the 
present value, and where is this land located, and is this land opened 
for sale or lease of mineral rights? 

The problem about heirship lands is about the ranchers using them 
free of charge, especially in Montana where they have that free grazing 
law which should be abolished. I think the Government should do some- 
thing about such lands. In 1950, I went to see a He is using a 
tract of land in which I have a share. He leased it for 8 years, but 
when his lease expired he refused to renew it. All he paid was $50 
for 3 years. There’s nothing we can do about it on account of that 
free grazing law. 

I own a half share in 160 acres near , Mont. My mother owns 
the other half. We have no interest in selling this land, but we do have 
trouble collecting our rent. The farmer who has been leasing our land 
pays his yearly rental to the Fort Peck agency at Poplar, Mont. They 
then transfer it to the Turtle Mountain agency in Belcourt, N. Dak. We 
have not received our rent since 1957. According to Fort Peck, they 
sent $147.50 to Turtle Mountain in February 1958. However, Turtle 
Mountain says there is no money in our account. I don’t know how 
long it will take to straighten this out. It isn’t the first time we've 
had trouble getting our money. 

This tract of land has been leased by the Indian agency without 
knowledge of heirs, and when said heirs asked for a duplicate lease they 
were refused; also no knowledge for which the land is leased nor for 
how much it is leased. It seems to be impossible to get any informa- 
tion from Indian Agency as all letters seem to be ignored. We know 
nothing about who has leased this land, for what purpose, or what price. 
I wrote the agency and they answered it was not proper to send an heir 
a copy of lease; that’s all the information we could get. 

I always wanted to plow my share of the land to sow feed for my 
cattle, but I never was able to do that because all heirs has to have their 
signature. I wouldn’t want any heirship land any more because it 
makes a lot of fighting with brothers and sisters. 

Yes; my brother and I would like to exchange heirship lands. He 
wants to sell and I would like to consolidate mine. We tried to parti- 
tion but they tell us one heir died and owes old-age assistance. Some- 
thing has to be done immediately about these heirship lands and I hope 
your committee will do just that. 

Yes; all I receive is a check with no explanation. I would like to 
know whether the money received is from an oil lease or from the farm 
crops. I would also like a duplicate copy of all business transactions 
between the reservation Indian agency and the lessee. 

Man who leases land has not paid for use of land that he used from 
1948 to 1953. He said that he sent bonds in to cover all of it, but the 
agency said he didn’t. Se we have nothing more from that time. I do 
not feel the agencies are run right. I think they should be supervised 
directly from someone in Washington. The agencies, as they are, just 
give you a runaround any time you want to know something and I don’t 
believe they are any good. 
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Yes; about 37 years ago, approximately in 1922, I had a trust patent 
on a land of my own allotted to me through the treaty. I drew lease 
money on this land for about 2 years. My father, the late , left 
my trust patent in the agency office for safekeeping. From there it 
disappeared. I have never received any money from the land since then. 
And when my father investigated the matter and visited the land in 
Montana, the people living there claimed they bought it, and when we 
went to the agency office they just said I never had any land. The 
office said I would get paid someday but I have never received any pay- 
ments as yet. 

Would like to know if this land has ever been leased, because I have 
never received any money on it yet. The land is located in Montana. I 
will appreciate any information you can furnish me. 

I would like to have all my rights sold. I could control myself with- 
out the Indian Bureau if this could be done. I will keep my farm- 
lands and do my own business. Thank you. 

Inability to sell it. When it’s of no use to me where it is. 

I know that I own several tracts of land; however, I never received 
any income from this land except 69 cents per year and I don’t know 
where this income is from. I have written to Belcourt, N. Dak., which 
is my agency, and they referred me to the Rocky Boy agency and the 
Rocky Boy agency referred me to Belcourt. 

I would like to know how much land I have, where it is, who is 
leasing it, and why I never get any money from it—only Indian ledger 
account marked “00.” 

I cannot understand why we are true Americans were not able to set 
our own price on the land which was willed to us by our mother, 
There is something else I would like to bring to your attention. In 
May I was in the Standing Rock Reservation and was told by quite a 
few Indians that there is rehabilitation money but Indians who are off 
the reservation for 7 years cannot receive the money. Why? My chil- 
dren and I are on the Standing Rock rolls. We came to Chicago in 
1953 as my husband could not get a steady job. There is nothing on 
the Indian reservations to make a living. If you wish to keep Indians 
on the reservation, start some kind of an enterprise so an Indian does 
not have to go hungry. We want work, not a handout. » 

I have no problems, except that lease rental on grazing land on my 
reserve should be increased in line with adjacent grazing lands owned 
ed ana I dont’ want termination of U.S. Indians; they are not ready 

or it yet. 

I have my deceased husband’s, , land that I would like to sell. 
I will never go up there and live on it. I would like to sell it so I can 
by a piece of land here in Belcourt Reservation. I used to get rent 
money, but for 5 years I haven’t gotten rent money. I heard that it 
was rented but I haven’t received any rent money yet. 

I have been unable to obtain a rental share from . who farms 
160 acres of land located in County, Mont. This farming is sup- 
posedly done through the agency, or under their control, but apparently 
they are not forcing Mr. to file proper reports. 

It would be best only one to own the land and buy out the other heirs 
and then only one heir own the land. Too many people living on heir- 
ship land, they cannot make a living. If only Indians alone lived on 
this reservation, there will be enough homes for them. White people 
are moving in right along without asking the tribe. 

Every time I want to sell a tract of land in which others have interest 
I run into difficulty. Either someone is under age or someone just died 
and his estate has to be probated and usually after it is probated we 
find there is a minor involved. About that time I give up the whole 
deal. This seems to be the general pattern in all our heirship land 
problems. 

I would like to know just how many acres heirship land we are 
supposed to share. We have some in the State of South Dakota on 
Grandmother’s side and great Grandmother in Pine Ridge, S. Dak. If 
you would, Wayne N. Aspinall, chairman—would you kindly enough 
tell us how much we are supposed to share in three ways so we can 
handle our own problems, because my share, I would like to lease it and 
have my own way of living and make a home of my own. 
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I should like to submit the following information: I am a fullblood 
Sioux, a member of the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation. I should like 
to register my personal objection to the tribal council of the reservation 
and the manner in which they process applications and other business 
of individual members of the tribe and to protest the decisions they 
render. I have tried to work and live on the reservation, but the 
policies of the council have discouraged my attempts. I have made 
application for loans from the tribe which I believe were unfairly re- 
jected. I have applied to the council to sell or dispose of land, which 
application was, I believe, unjustly denied; moreover, the place on 
which I live was leased out by the council without my (or the other 
heirs’) consent. It has appeared to me that the tribal council has not 
and igs not now serving the best interests of individual members of the 
tribe and that the decisions of the council are unreasonable, unwar- 
ranted, and unjustified by the facts involved. In short, I am deeply 
disappointed with the so-called tribal council and, I respectfully submit, 
it ought to be reorganized and a new agency set up with a mandate to 
serve honestly and completely the welfare of the people for which it 
was created. Thank you for this opportunity to present my views and 
for the consideration which has been given to us. 

I would like to request Congress to make a new regulation to give an 
heir the right to do what he likes with his heirship holdings, because 
if one heir objects then nothing can be done. These heirship tracts are 
nothing but a wracking headache. It would be a very pleasing matter 
if something could be done on this matter. It is highly recommended 
that Congress step in and do what they can on this matter. 

I think that I’d like to receive money for my shares. My problem is, 
I’d like to live on a farm, but not one on which there are other owners. 
Owning shares with relatives doesn’t work out. If a stranger leased it, 
he could get it for practically nothing, where it would cost me a lot 
more. I never get anything from the reservation, and I don’t expect 
to be going back there. It’s too hard to make a living there. 

My mother passed away a year ago. She deeded her interest to me 
in 1950, but I have not received my deed as yet so I would appreciate it 
very much if you could look into this situation as I can’t get any satis- 
faction from North Dakota or Montana. The land was leased for oil 
in 1958 by Phillips Petroleum Co. and I haven’t heard anything since. 
whether they struck oil or not, I don’t know. The land I am talking 
about is the one in Fort Belknap in Montana. I certainly hope you can 
do better than I have. My lawyer and I have been writing for the 
past 2 years to try to straighten this out. 

I have been trying to sell my interests in heirship land on the Sisseton 
Reservation now for about 1 year without any results. This is what I 
meant when I stated I wanted to dispose of those on other reservations. 
Then I want to buy out the other heirs on those heirship lands here at 
home. I would like to see the tribe get money so I can borrow for 
this purpose. The tribe can also buy all heirship land here in trust 
so the young people can have a place to live. The land can be leased 
out to pay back the money used to buy the land. 

The only problem I would have is not knowing what and where I 
should get more information about by heirship. I’m notified about my 
money each year on my Indian ledger. But how I got money and how 
many more like me on the same ledger got the same amount of money 
or maybe less. Probably a statement each year telling us about the land, 
its location and what it produces, would help to make it more clear. 

Heirship holdings are so small that Congress should take a hand and 
remedy this problem so that there is no more trouble among heirs. I 
leave it up to you to recommend to Congress the best possible remedy in 
handling heirship land. The inheritance agent from the State is break- 
ing up into particles. 

I don’t know that it’s a problem, perhaps only a question in my mind. 
Our land is now leased to the Sun Oil Co., and has been since 1956. We 
are wondering if they leased the land to drill for oil, as was under- 
stood or if they leased it merely to protect their adjoining interest. 

The Government agents leased the land without my permission. 


1 
85 
12621 
| 12782 
he 
P ie 
4 


186 
12573 


11177 


12479 


12409 


11009 


11930 
12525 


11124 


11888 


11981 
11321 


INDIAN HEIRSHIP LAND STUDY 


One of the heirs was going to farm it one year and the Government 
agent of Poplar wouldn’t even let him on the land or he would have 
him arrested for trespassing. Also one year we got cheated when some- 
one else had the lease. 

The rental of this land is now handled through the Indian agency at 
Belcourt, N. Dak. I believe the agent does not have time to properly 
devote to the correct amount of rent money for pasture purposes this 
land is worth. There are 99 acres divided equally among eight per- 
sons; my share of the money amounts to about $3.29 per year, which 
would amount to $26.32 per year. If this land, 99 acres, is not worth 
more than $26.32 per year it would be better lying idle. 

Due to the fact that on the one-quarter land of which I have the big- 
gest share, there are 37 heirs that have shares. When the oil company 
came to lease the land, it took a year before they could find all the heirs 
to sign. It would be most favorable to all if the Indian Bureau would 
pass a law to have at least one-half or three-quarters of the heirs to 
sign in order to make transactions. 

Well, for one thing, this land that my brother and I—that we have 
inherited from my mother is useless to us. We get $40 a year for graz- 
ing so that isn’t very much to talk about and we have some more in- 
herited land up here on the reservation. It’s worse still. So for my 
part I’d rather sell my share, and my brother has the same idea as I 
have. We have a buyer in Montana, the same fellow that rents it 
every year. But, I guess it can’t be helped when run by someone else. 
So that’s the only problem that’s holding us back from selling. 

My only problem connected with my heirship is that I never receive 
money for it anymore. I used to get at least $25 a year for a share 
in Montana. 

The Indian Bureau might say too many Indians are selling their land. 
That’s because the Bureau does not take care of the Indians as they are 
supposed to, and that the Indians do not have any means of supporting 
themselves, only through a land sale. I for one urge that superintendent 
be advised to speed patent-in-fee applications through and not pigeon- 
hole or table them without notifying the applicants. 

Yes; I would like to sell all the land I own. 

The 160 acres of land that I have an interest in is located near Har- 
lem, Mont., deceased mother. Never seen the land; possibly 500 miles 
away. The land was bought by the Government for Turtle Mountain 
Indians. Most of these people have lived in North Dakota most of their 
lives never intending to live in Montana. What good is that land to 
them in Montana? Land could be exchanged for land in North Dakota. 
This land could be a help tous. I also have two sisters that have allot- 
ments in Montana. They would be happy to do so, but they would like 
to hold some interests in oil rights. 

Yes; I absolutely do not understand the ledger system the Government 
now has. The last one I received in the “unobligated balance” column 
the figure was $3.15. I received a check for 33 cents hardly worth the 
bother. I received one today and in the “unobligated balance” column 
it is $3.15. Do I receive a check for that amount? It seems as though 
a simpler system could be devised whereas it would be easier to under- 
stand. 

We don’t know much about this land, where it is or anything. We 
don’t get anything worthwhile out of it, so we would like to sell it, or 
find out how much it is worth. We only get 90 cents a year out of the 
place orland. Is it timberland or some oil rights or what? 

Yes. Since I am 75 years old and unable to work and have hospital 
bills to pay, I would prefer to sell my share. 

In 1933 or thereabouts I acquired, through the will of my grandmother, 
380 acres of land on the Fort Peck Reservation according to the 
will—I was declared sole heir. Now 320 acres located in has 
caused me some anxiety in that I find I own only 300 acres. I have been 
led to believe that a Mr. owns the remaining 20 acres. How this 
has come about is beyond my comprehension as said is no kin of 


this family, and if he bought the land I don’t ever recall selling the land 
or receiving payment for it. I have heard repeated grumblings of In- 
dians who own land on this particular reservation. I believe that prac- 
tices of this nature bear investigation. 
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I have 80 acres here on Devils Lake Indian Reservation. There are 
two heirs to this land, myself and my aunt at Sisseton. First, I tried 
to get the deed to the land but was turned down. Then I wanted to 
trade the land for other land where I am living today but was turned 
down. This land is a poor location to live—no roads. All around is 
white man’s land and I don’t want to make a road through their land. 

There are many heirs to our heirship lands and I personally would 
like to trade equally a tract of land to the other heirs so as I can pos- 
sess a tract of land individually. Thus, not too much bookwork will 
be involved. I think that the Indian people should let the Government 
handle their affairs until such time the Indian people can handle their 
own affairs. It will take a number of years before the younger genera- 
tion can control their affairs properly. Education in the meantime 
is most important, even for adults. 

I believe we should be allowed to partition land, even if some of the 
children are minors. At present the older of the children would like 
to either build a home or do some farming but because of undivided 
interests in land we are afraid to go ahead and do anything because 
of friction that may develop as the younger children grow older. 

This is all my own land so I want a patent fee right way, before cold 
weather comes, so I can buy some boards and nails and make a house, 
some place for winter, and I want that patent fee soon, before winter 
comes. 

Yes; my problem is how can I make some heirs pay rent on allot- 

ments where they have made their home permanently free? For in- 
stance, there is one heir who lived on one allotment for more than 10 
years without paying rent or improving the land. All buildings were 
moved, sold, or torn down by him and still he keeps staying on this 
land. The tribal agency is well aware of this but they never seem 
to do anything about it. What can be done? And on another they 
have been cutting timber and selling without reporting same. That is 
why my opinion is to sell all shares and settle. 
For my part Indians are too lazy; they do not want to work. Set them 
free just like the white people so they can work. All they want is a 
pension or depend on the agency. If we are all free, then they could 
work. Myself, I would like to get my deed or patent fee; I'll be better 
off. 
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Winnesaco AGEncy 


Questionnaires were mailed to 1,878 heirs of the Winnebago Agency 
oe ree approximately 25 percent) completed returns were received 
m ts. 


GENERAL INFORMATION 


Median age of Winnebago heirs was in the 41- to 50-year age cate- 
gory with the distribution as follows: 21 to 30, 61; 31 to 40, 93; 41 to 
50, 117; 51 and over, 203; and no answer, 8. There are 226 males, 
251 females, and 5 did not answer. Three hundred and seventy-seven 
heirs reported a total of 1,438 children. Two hundred and ninety- 
nine are heads of households and 18 are not members of the tribe. 
Median blood quantum is full with the distribution by categories as 
follows: fullblood, 326; three-quarter blood, 67, halfblood, 54; one- 

uarter or less Indian blood, 25; no Indian blood, 2. The majority of 
the heirs do not live on the reservation (314 to 162), and only 119 
live on trust or restricted lands. One hundred and thirty-three heirs 
reported receiving welfare assistance during 1958, and of this number 
70 live off the reservation. 

Income for 1958 was tipohted by 201 heirs and the median is between 
$1,001-$2,000 with the distribution by categories as follows: 0 to 
$1,000, 99; $1,001 to $2,000, 48; $2,001 to $3,000, 19; $3,001 to $4,000, 
15; $4,001 and over, 25. If tabulated separately, median income for 
those living on the reservation is less than $1,000 whereas for those 
living off the reservation it is between $1,001 and $2,000. Tabulating 
income by Indian blood quantum reveals fullblood median is less than 
$1,000, for three-quarter bloods it is between $1,001 and $2,000; for 
halfbloods it is between $2,001 and $3,000; and for those with one- 
quarter or less Indian blood it is between $1,001 and $2,000. 


Occupations of the heirs were reported as follows: 


Housewife. 177 | Cook 2 
Retired 41 | Pipefitter 1 
Federal Government employee_._.__ 9] Sheet-metal worker 1 
Truckdriver. 6 | Surgery orderly 1 
Farmhand 5 | Hospital orderly 1 
Factory work 4 | Warehouseman 1 
Disabled 4 | Baggagemaster 1 
Laundry 3 | Fireman 2 
Cement mason 3 | Civil engineer 1 
Student Special agent (insurance) 1 
Nurse 3 | Electrician 1 
Animal trainer 2 | Liquid gas serviceman 1 
Charwoman 2| Laborer (common) 83 
Roofer 2| Farmer 18 
Butcher 2| Unemployed 9 
Body and fender repair.__......___ 2 | Seamstress 6 
Lumberyard worker 1| Armed services 5 
Egg candler 1| Nurses aid 
Landscaper 1| Domestic + 
Attorney 1| Custodian 3 
Laboratory Clerk + 
Artist_ 1! Carpenter 3 
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Railroad worker. 3 | Telephone operator 1 
Machinist -  2|Concert singer 1 
Waitress 2| Painter 1 
Practical nurse 2| Bookkeeper 1 
Minister 2 | Cabinetmaker. 1 
Welder Barber a 
Disabled veteran 1| Mechanic 1 
Stenographer 1| Business owner 1 
Arts and crafts 1| Medical technician 1 
Restaurant work 1| Draftsman 1 
Construction 1| Plant foreman 1 
Tool and diemaker. 1 


INTERESTS IN HEIRSHIP LAND 


Heirs of the Winnebago agency have 997 heirship interests and 
123 of these are in public domain allotments. Thirty-seven heirs liye 
on heirship lands in which they own an interest, and 26 of them were 
fullbloods. Of those heirs living on heirship lands median age was in 
the 51 and over category, 17 received welfare assistance, income from 
heirship land was between $51 and $100, 8 ranch or farm the heirship 
land, and 4 own land not in trust status. 

Median income from heirship land for all heirs is less than $50, 
with the distribution as follows: $0 to $50, 195; $51 to $100, 77; $101 
to $150, 24; $151 to $200, 29; $201 to $500, 30; $501 to $1,000, 11; 
$1,001 to $2,000, 3; $2,001 and over, 1. There were 112 who did not 
answer. The last visit to heirship lands was reported by 81 heirs 
as 1959, 143 between 1958 and 1949, 22 between 1948 and 1939, and 
24 at some time prior to 1939. The majority (249) of the heirs live 
within 1 day’s drive (300 miles) of their heirship land; 81 live be- 
tween 301 and 600 miles away; 13 live between 601 and 900 miles 
away ; and 29 live over 900 miles from heirship land. 


ACTIONS 


Ten Winnebago heirs farm or ranch heirship lands in which they 
hold an undivided interest, and 41 have done so in the past 10 years. 
This indicates a decrease in the use of heirship land by heirs of ap- 
proximately 80 percent during the past 10 years. One hundred and 
seventy-seven heirs had attempted to dispose of heirship interests and 
51 succeeded. The majority disposed of the interests to other indi- 
viduals with only seven reporting the land went to the tribe. Heirs 
reported the tribe had made 24 unsuccessful attempts to purchase 
heirship interests. Twenty-five of the heirs have stieinpeed to pur- 
chase interests from other heirs. 


OPINIONS AND PROPOSALS 


Seventy-nine heirs plan to live on heirship land in the future and 
66 plan to ranch or farm heirship interests. When asked if they 
wanted to sell or exchange their heirship interests, 81 were in favor 
of selling or exchanging some, 230 all, and 126 none. The majority, 
therefore, of those voting, preferred to sell all their heirship inter- 
ests. When asked if they wanted the Bureau of Indian Affairs to 
continue supervision of the heirship land, 240 said “Yes,” 110 “No,” 
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and 132 did not answer. Reasons given for both points of view were 
as follows: 


* 14662 
14186 
14549 


14585 


13244 
13167 


13678 
13233 
13308 
13277 
13771 
13753 


13996 
14737 
13107 
14481 


14115 
14232 


13737 


14559 
13617 
14140 
13847 
14320 


13092 
12974 


13669 
13423 


REMOVE BUREAU CONTROL 


I want to sell our or my share. 

Would like to manage own affairs. 

Because it takes too much redtape to lease our few acres of heirship 
land. 

I don’t get too much money from the land anyway. About two $3 
checks a year. 

My interests are far afield. 

I do not have confidence in the members of the tribal council, they 
influence the Indian office. 

For the purpose of easier sale of such land. 

I want to sell my share of heirship land. 

I would prefer private uncontrolled ownership. 

Want to sell and they won’t let me. 

Not enough land to work. 

A farmer rents the land, some of them heirship to the land some of 
us don’t get anything. 

Will never be able to make a living on my heirship land. 

I never intend to live on them tracts on account of my age. 

Too much redtape to try to dispose of land. 

What shares I do own, is not much, so I do wish to sell, to get my 
mind off my little shares. 

Would prefer to handle my own affairs. 

I feel that the time has come for us to be on our own like any other 
people. 

I rather it be sold and give my share of the money. There are so 
many heirs now, the land does no good to any of us. 

IT am capable of looking after my own business affairs, 

I’m capable to manage my own affairs or business, 

It’s hard to get heirs together to sell inherited land. 

I want to sell part of it. 
any husband and myself are buying our own home here in Seattle, 

ash. 

I would like to sell so I can buy a home where we are living. 

Because I’m married and have four children here in Wyoming and 
I'd like to buy a home here. 

Heirship land is divided among too many individuals. 

When we want business done fast, there’s a lot of waiting, besides 
too much redtape to it. 

Simply because I think that I am capable of handling my own as I 
have been away from reservation 25 years. 

I don’t receive enough to do me any good. 

Because on some land they are too many heirs and very little money 
for each. 

Don’t like bureaucratic management. 

I would like to sell my share of land to pay down on a home of my 
own. 

I would like to handle the business myself. 

Because I don’t live on any reservation. 

The small heirship owner should sell out to the largest owner. 

Due to incompetence or labor shortage, our rental returns do not 
compare right with the yearly statement. 

Have had opportunity to sell but agency at Winnebago advised not 
within the law. 

Indian field service procedures are far outmoded. In many instances 
the Indian field services is a hindrance. 

We'd like to be on our own. 

Because we don’t reap any benefits off it. 

Been trying to sell my share for number of years by nothing ever 
happens. Would like to sell it soon. 

The way it is now, no one can live on the place, I understand. 

I believe all heirship should be disposed of as there is not one indi- 
vidual getting any use out of it. 


1 Individual’s code number. 
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I want to sell my interests. 

I want to sell the land. . 

Just as well sell, don’t have anything but heirship. 

Because the child don’t get anything from it and don’t know the 
whereabouts of the heirship lands. 

Because the Government has done nothing to settle up definite survey 
lines for us. 

Because the Indian Bureau is not of any help to the Indians. 

No progress is shown by Government control. 

Your dictatorship over us is passé; we are not adolescents. 

One of the objectives of the Indian Bureau is to terminate at an 
appropriate time Federal supervision and services to Indian. Surely 
in this day, Indians are capable of managing their own affairs. Also 
termination of this control would remove the reason for existence of a 
Government agency. 

Too much waiting regarding the Indian Bureau business transactions. 

I want to manage my property myself. 

Because I want to sell my share of heirship land. 

The redtape over $3.33 is away off line of sound business transactions 
that it is laughable. And the only way that a sound title could be 
produced would be for the Federal Government to take title back and 
then sell or dispose. 

I can manage it better. 

Too many independent office workers taking their time when leases 
need signing. 

Would prefer my own control. 

For personal interests. 

Because I think we are capable of handling our own business affairs. 

Iam not satisfied with present Government control. 

No help, no advice, please sell. 

Prefer local control (tribe). 

Because so we can sell our shares as we please. 

My interest is too small to be of much value to me under present 
management. 

I like control over what little I got, because as I understand Indian 
offices are being closed in future. 

Because I could sell all of my interests in heirship land in Nebraska. 

I’d rather sell my interests in heirship land—this would give me a 
little capital. 

I want all my shares of land sold and receive payments just as soon 
as can be arranged. 

Too lax in collecting on what little rent due on heirship lands; would 
do much Petter in hands of some lawyer. 

Because they do not see to our land as they should and we don’t 
get any money. 

I don’t receive my rent money anything. 

Because I get $3 a year I do sign a lease, don’t know how much or 
anything. 

Because do not have large enough share and have anything to say. 


KEEP BUREAU CONTROL 


The heirs will not agree as to yearly rentals. 

Because they should understand the Indians’ condition and they have 
ways set up to transact these affairs. I believe it should continue as 
itis. I might recommend more efficiency. 

Can’t keep track of what I own. 

Because so many 8re not capable enough to transact own business. 

Protection against exploitation. 

They do an excellent job; why stop now? 

Taxation. 

Its location is too far from my home to handle leasing procedures. 

I am not well schooled. Don’t know much about selling or keeping 
track of such things. 

The Indian Bureau do good for the old folks. 

For protection of my rights. 

For taking care of my interests. 
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My daughter and I will have a place to live when I become old age. 

Yes, I think it would be taken care of. 

Believe it best for interests of all tribal members. Protects the un- 
informed. 

Because they will help keep a lot of confusion and misunderstanding 
down. 

Old age, need the protection. 

I have such little share; too many heirs, hard to keep track; too 
many heirs. 
genraner they know how to handle. So the Indians will not get 

eated. 

Present employees have something to do, otherwise they starve. 

Incompetent. 

To assist me in care of the land, and for protection. 

. seme I don’t speak good English, and I couldn’t handle my own 
usiness. 

Because I want my restrictions left on my land for protection. 

Because of the rights granted to us by treaties with the U.S. Govern- 
ment. 

Do not understand leases. 

Because the white farmers are ready to grab off the land from the 
Indian for almost nothing. 

Because I do not understand white people ways; I am old and a 
widow, I might lose it. 

They have all the records. 

I have a big family, and I am not able to work. 

Don’t know the percent or value. 

At the moment I am a nonresident of the reservation. 

By this system there are no wood or timber stolen. 

For protection. 

I think it best for most of the uneducated members. 

Until at such times when we fully understand transactions of this 
nature. 

I feel the Indian is too naive about such money matters. 

Better management. 

Because the Indians soon would be landless. 

They are the only ones who have the information as to the where: 
abouts each is located. 

Because it is better capable of handling the job and better qualified. 

Because too many heirs, and cannot pay taxes. 

I think the Indian Bureau is doing a good job as there is so many 
heirs to this land. 

Because there are too many heirs. 

i a safeguard to those who are not capable of handling their own 
affairs. 

Too much complications, besides the heirs will not agree as to rentals. 

To see that each heir gets their exact amount of their share. 

We are not ready to take care of our land leasing; let the BIA take 
care of it. 

Let the BIA take care of us ; that’s their job. 

Am satisfied with way they have been controlling the land. 

They know more about them. 

Like the confusion. 

Then I would be able to keep my land longer as I am unable to 
farm ; lack of machinery. 

As we need protection, some of the Indians are uneducated. 

Because it’s hard for me to keep track of what little I come in on. 

Government control should be safer. 

Because I am not able to handle the land myself. 

I am getting old and have no money to be paying taxes. 

Because I prefer to keep it in the tribe. 

Because it’s the best way, the others won’t hardly work it out no 
way. 

No bank will lend any Indian tribe money to develop its mineral re- 
sources, especially when it wishes to acquire that very land. Tribes 
as such have bargaining strength if under Government supervision. 
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Nontaxable. 

If I cannot live on these small tracts I would rather have the office 
handle it. 

Because of its heirship status. 

Because paleface will bribe the other heirs to sell their share, then 
we all have to sell. 

I do not like the idea of Indians selling their lands. 

Because white people try to push an Indian around. 

I believe the Bureau tries to think what is best for all concerned. 

The Indian Bureau would sell the land for me, where a white man 
might gyp me. 

Because it is in safe hands. 

Selling is just dissipation. 

The BIA has a staff of appraisers and realty personnel to lease out 
lands and get fair rentals; transaction would be unwieldy for heirs. 

Own such a small share, and I would not be able to contact all the 
heirs for approval on leasing, etc. 

I know the Indian Bureau is doing a good job in handling these cases. 

They have been doing so, and if it represents a paid job they should 
continue. I feel as a taxpayer they should do the work for the people. 

Possibility of loss to scavengers, tax sale buyers, squatters, etc. 

I fear loss at tax sales, squatters, etc. 

Because I’m not able to take care of myself. 

Because I am disabled and couldn’t do much. So soon have Govern 
ment look after. 
eae I have children and maybe they'll need it someday in the 

ture. 

Too many heirs and they live all over the country. Could not handle 
it because of the heirship problem. 

Too many heirs. Could not locate them all and handle the land. 

I don’t think that most of the Indians that do own land are capable 
of taking care of it themselves and there are too many white farmers 
ready to cheat them out of it for a little beer money. 

Protection. 

Since I do not own very much, so really not interested. 

As I am a ward of the Government I believe that it should hold the 
land in escrow. 

Let the BIA hold my share on account of my age. 

We feel most of us are not capable of handling these lands wisely, in 
use, or their disposal. 

We feel most of us are not capable of handling these lands wisely, in 
their use, or their disposal. 

We are not close enough and it’s extra income since we live on a 
pension from welfare. 

At present they doing better than I can. 

It’s just a better policy. 

It has its advantages and disadvantages, but for a person like myself 
in order to live and raise my children I’ve had to go and live where I 
could find employment and by the collecting and sending me my rent, 
it saved a lot of worry and expense. 

According to treaties the Government said it would. 

I feel this agency understands how to protect my interests. 

Because I would rather have the Indian Bureau keep control on my 
account and the heirs. 

in well up in age I won’t be able to do any land business for 
myself. 

As we need the protection. 

Indian needs protection. 

I would like to keep the land. 

This is more convenient for all of us. 

Many heirs. Wouldn’t be able to get together and handle land. 

We will have nothing if we are free to sell. 

So far they have done a good job, and my share of the land is so 
> that it would cost me more to take care of it, than I can make on 

t. 
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14063 I am incompetent to handle my own land business. 

14159 I am too busy making my own living and glad to be independent. 

14456 Would cause less problems this way among other heirs when one or 
more share interests. 

14562 So many heirs, wouldn’t be able to get together and handle affairs. 

14717 Lot of us do not understand very much of anything, to control or ways, 
without the Indian Bureau’s help. 

14740 Until I am ready to make disposition on my own. 

13408 Indian Bureau can handle it better and fair. 

14048 Until this heirship situation is straighten out to where the Indian 
can take care of his own. 

14783 Because I am satisfied as it is. 

13857 Because I am not at reservation last 18 years. 

14467 Because I get rent money from my interest and they are tax free. 

14030 It would be easier for the Bureau to sell and get a better price. 

13864 Because the Bureau could handle my land better than myself. 

14641 Because it is a safe way. 

14237 More security (guarantee). 

14877 I feel that we are dealt with more fairly with the U.S. Government 
behind us. 

14626 The BIA doing good work taking care of the land. 

14589 Because I have no money to pay tax. 

14284 Cause I intend to make our home on my heirship land. 

13499 Oause we cannot handle our affairs. 

13926 I am incompetent to handle my own business. I think the Govern- 
ment should take care of the Indians until they are able to take care 
of themselves. 

14075 Too old to handle my own affairs. 

13118 I do not have the education to handle such business the way clever 
white people do. 

13788 Since I live away from home and unable to look after it myself. 

13275 I feel I will get a more fair deal. 

14677 We the Indians are not competent enough to handle our land business 
with the whites, so we need the Government protection. 

14596 Because they have always looked after it and took care of it for us. 

12990 I don’t feel capable of handling this matter, with so many heirs im- 
plicated. 

14239 It is good to have income every year. 

14722 Many ef us yet incompetent. 


Question 26b asked if the heirs would want their interests sold 
and the money divided. Two hundred and sixty-six heirs wanted all 
the land sold, 37 wanted some sold, and 74 none. 

While this is quite clear as to majority opinion, the question arises 
as to whether this opinion is opposed by any particular group within 
the heirs. We have therefore cross tabulated the answers to this 
question by various categories; i.e., blood quantum, residence, etc., 
to determine if there is any significant difference of opinion held by 
any particular group. 


Categories Sell Sell None No 
all some answer 


Age: 

Sex: 
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Categories Sell Sell None No 
4 all some answer 
Have children: 
Yes 208 28 62 79 
54 12 23 
4 0 0 3 
266 37 74 105 
159 21 53 66 
105 15 21 34 
2 1 0 5 
266 37 74 105 
185 25 47 69 
37 7 8 15 
26 4 13 11 
16 0 5 4 
1 0 1 0 
1 1 0 6 
266 37 74 105 
7 16 36 43 
197 21 38 58 
2 0 0 4 
266 37 74 105 
44 ll 29 35 
208 20 43 56 
14 6 2 14 
266 37 74 105 
12 7 7 ll 
249 29 66 84 
5 1 1 10 
266 37 74 105 
138 7 17 33 
40 3 20 14 
8 7 5 4 
13 0 12 5 
12 6 6 6 
4 3 1 2 
2 1 0 0 
1 0 0 0 
No answer 48 10 13 41 
Farm or ranch heirship land 
Own fee land 
Bureau control: 
87 13 5 5 
Sell or exchange heirship interests: 
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The cross tabulation by categories of question 26b indicates that in 
most cases a majority of heirs want to sell all heirship interests. The 
exceptions are (1) those farming or ranching land in which they own 
an heirship interest; and (2) those with above average incomes. 

The following is a cross tabulation of question 25 concerning 
whether the heirs wanted to sell or exchange interests and question 
26a a whether the heirs wanted Bureau supervisions retained 
over arene ands, with question 26b asking if they wanted all their 
interests sold. 


Question 26b. I would like to have the tract(s) of heirship land in which I 
own an interest sold and my share of the money paid to me. 


Sell Sell None No 
all some answer 
26a. I want the Indian Bureau to keep its t control of 
heirship land: 
Yes... 98 19 68 55 
Total 266 37 74 105 
25. Do you want to sell or ur undivided interests in 
heirship land: 
15 2 62 47 
No answer 12 0 1 32 


Of those heirs wanting Bureau of Indian Affairs control continued 
over heirship land, the majority indicated a preference to sell all their 
land. While 132 heirs did not answer the question concerning Bureau 
control, 87 of them did answer the question concerning sale of heirship 
land, with the majority wanting all of it sold. By cross tabulating 
question 25 we found that the majority of those answering want to 
sell some or all as opposed to exchange. It is still very evident that 
some Indians do not want to sell or exchange any interests and would 
like things to continue as they are. 

Release of all control from heirship land was rejected with 208 

inst and 102 in favor. When these answers are considered in 
relation to the heirs desiring to sell heirship land, it seems that while 
pon 4 are in favor of selling, the heirs themselves do not want to handle 
such sales. 

Question 27 was an attempt to draw from the heirs suggestions to 
the Congress concerning possible solutions to the problem. The ques- 
tion was worded in such a way as to inform the Indians that possible 
solutions had been offered in the past and four of these were listed, 
then Be igi was left for the heirs to make any recommendation he 
wanted. While the question was not intended to be one of multiple 
choice, it was found that 149 simply checked off one or the other of 
the four ees, while 95 wrote in suggestions of their own. Of 
the 149 checking off one of the recommendations, 52 preferred that 


heirs owning more than half the tract control its disposition, 48 pre- 
ferred that a majority of heirs control its disposition, 30 preferred 
that an heir have authority to oe to State courts for partition or 

eirship estates be settled by state 


sales, and 19 preferred that al 


* 14137 


14252 
13127 
13804 
13613 
13593 
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13751 
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courts and state law. On the 95 heirs writing in suggestions of their 
own, 55 suggested selling the land. Some of the heirs suggested sell- 
ing to the tribe, while others wanted it sold to other heirs. The full 
text of these suggestions follow : 


Just keep them as they are. 

We should be allowed to handle our own affairs gradually as I under- 
stand some day we have to. Sudden release is harmful to us since we 
have no idea of business transactions. 

Let us handle our own land ourselves. 

Action so individual Indian could sell or dispose of land as he wished. 
ats think persons should be able to sell if they have no intention of going 

ck. 

Should be settled up and paid in full. 

I would like to sell this land as it is. 

It should be sold. 

All heirs should be consulted and considered before action is taken. 

Prefer our present system. 

Allow people to sell their share of heirship land as it would be of more 
value to the persons. 

I would prefer to leave conditions as they are. 

If an heir wishes to partition his or her share, it should be done, and 
the rest sold to please them. 

Leave it at the present status. 

Appropriate sufficient funds for tribal and individual purchases for 
those who desire consolidate their land interests primarily to keep 
Indian lands in Indian ownership. 

This person included an 8 page mimeographed program for the solu- 
tion of the heirship land problem. 

The present status seems quite satisfactory, however, would suggest 
more information concerning the problem. 

Land or complicated heirship land, should be sold to the tribe, ma- 
jority of the interest signing, to the tribe under a long-range program. 

I think all inheritance should be given their lands or the equivalent 
by some means yet to be devised. 

I think the heirship land should be sold because there are too many 
people coming in on it. 

I think they should all be sold because of too many heirs. 

I feel that the old system is perfectly satisfactory to me. 

I think that all heirs should sign before the tract is leased, par- 
titioned, etc. 

Remove all controls from Federal jurisdiction on heirship lands. 

I believe that an interest which nets the owner $15 per year should be 
disposed of in some manner regardless of whether or not the individuals 
concerned are agreeable. 

Appropriate sufficient funds for the tribe or individual land pur- 
chases for those who desire to consolidate their land interests primarily 
to keep the Indian lands in Indian ownership. 

It would be beneficial to a promising Indian to sell his share or 
interest to the tribe to further his business or education at a high rate. 
The land bought by the tribe will be used as a common place of existence 
for those who are landless. 

I think each individual should get what he wants whether to keep his 
share of land or to sell it and receive his money promptly. 

Leave as it is now. 

All heirs should have the legal right to dispose of land. 

Heirship land in present status does no one any good therefore should 
be sold and money divided among heirs in our parents generation. 

I would leave heirship land as it now stands. To change the Indians 
would be the loser. 

I think that the land should be turned over to us and we can sell. 

Sell the land and turn the money over to all signers according to their 
share. 

I think we should sell the land and divide the money among us heirs. 
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Fractionated properties are confusion. One heir chosen and delegated 
to handle properties. 

Sell the land. 

I refer you to the Bible, the Old Testament Book of Exodus, God 
instructed Moses to tell the Pharaoh, “Let my people go.” No one 
enjoys being enslaved much less the ignorant red man. 

I think heirship land be sold as our share are so little when we die our 
children will only get $1 each. 

To sell all hiership land—so we can purchase a home of our choice in 
a city. 

If Government controls did not exist the problem would not exist. 

It would be very sensible for either the State or Interior Department 
to get started on this matter and get it straightened out—most of us 
younger heirs don’t even know where the land is. 

Under act of Congress provide the Indian office to offer all heirship 
lands for sale and each heir receive their share. 

I would like to sell my heirship interests and use the money I receive 
as I think best. 

I have small share and we want to sell our share when I die my 
children will get such small share and too much trouble. Would like 
to sell. 

I think they should let one heir sell his share whether the others 
want to sell or not. 

Heirship land that are more than seven and over should be sold as 
some only receive few cents. Make extra work all around. 

I would like my part of it sold. 

I want to sell my share. 

The Omaha Tribe should have some money available through a loan 
from the Government so they could buy these heirship land in so doing 
the land would stay in Indian hands. 

Sell the land and divide it equally. 

If the tribe can lend money to buy the heirship out. 

With help I would like to buy out other heirs and farm my own land. 

Make it possible for Indians to keep their land. 

Leave it as is. 

Some arrangement should be made to exchange land so a person may 
own a plot of their own to build a home of their own. 

I would like very much to sell my share of the land. 

The Indian Bureau should handle all these problems for us. 

Sell the lands. 

Heirship land should be sold to Tribal Council. Indian farmers would 
therefore have more farm land to rent. This would encourage more 
Indian farmers. 

Certainly would be helpful, if someone interested in the Indians wel- 
fare would be appointed to handle these problems for us. 

Fay: money to the tribe to purchase land and retain ownership within 

e tribe. 

Badly fractionated interests should be sold to the tribe to keep lands 
in Indian ownership. 
unease money to the tribe to purchase land and retain ownership in 

e tribe. 

All restrictions should be removed, and the Indian question settled, 
I realize that some provisions should be made for the older members, 
and should be made by the Federal Government, and not place the 
burden on County, Nebr. This county is taking all we can, as 
we receive no revenue in the way of taxes from Indian lands or property, 
but with trust funds. 

I think all restrictions should be removed. 

Leave as is. 

I think we should sell the land and divide the money among us heirs. 

Leave well enough alone meaning Government handle affairs. 

I think the problem should remain as is because very few Indians are 
capable of doing for themselves. 

The land should be sold and divide among the heirs. 

I would like to sell all my interests. 
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14431 I think all heirship land should be sold back to the tribe, as there is 
so many that live on the reservation that have no land and most of the 
heirs to these land are making a living out of the reservation. 

14111 Pay me off. 

14340 I think the land should be partitioned or sold. 

13456 Where there are a large number of heirs that such land should be 
sold. 

13696 Please sell the land as it will not help me or my heirs in its present 
state. 

13539 We all want to sell, because it would benefit us individually wherever 
we are living, even to those that are living on the reservation and to 
those that are living off. It would mean a lot toward our livelihood. 

14236 That they decide themselves what they should do with their land. 

14526 Partitioned or sold, its immaterial to me. 

13687 Should: sell interests out where many heirs exist, preferably to tribe. 

14642 I would like to sell this land as it is. 

12975 Land should be sold and divided among the heirs as it belongs to them 
each one. 

138382 Appropriate sufficient funds for the tribe or individual land pur- 
chases for those who desire to consolidate their land interests primarily 
to keep Indian lands in Indian ownership. 

13878 Leave it up to heirs to consider of selling by State courts or State 
law. 

14693 All signatures should be obtained before the heirship land is leased, 
partitioned, sold, or the timber cut. 

13702 Upon demand by one heir the Indian Affairs Department should sell 
the land at public auction and distribute the proceeds. 

13131 Should sell their shares of any heirship tracts and go on their own 
like I’ve been. And do away with the Office of Indian Affairs. 

13289 Is best to be left as is as would cause trouble among other owners 
otherwise. 

11361 Let individuals buy out if they can afford it. 

14883 Should sell on account of too many heirships or exchange same 
amount of acreage she or he has to build a home of their own. 

134383 There are so many heirs to this land and I don’t know half of them. 
If the land was sold it would save a lot of work for the Government 
office. They wouldn’t have to make out so many small checks. 

13641 For instance some tracts of lands have 30 to 40 heirs. I think the 
Government should sell the land at the going price, and divide the money 
according to each one share. 


13981 Make a loan to the tribe so the Indians can buy their land back and 
retain ownership. 
14576 I would like to sell as it is. 


Heirs were asked if they owned fee lands and how they acquired 
them. Of the 398 heirs answering the question, 76 (approximately 19 
percent) indicated they owned lands in fee. Fifty-nine heirs did state 
how they acquired such lands. Thirty-seven purchased the land, 21 
inherited it, and one received a fee patent of the heirs owning land in 
fee all but 1 were members of the tribe, median age is in the 41- to 50- 
year-old category, median blood quantum is full, 20 live on the reserva- 
tion, and 56 live off, 9 live on trust or restricted land, 12 received wel- 
fare assistance in 1958, median income was in the $1,001 to $2,000 
ia ory, 4 live on heirship land, and none farm or ranch heirship 
and. 

Question 29 was an eb to draw from the heirs any and all prob- 
lems concerning their heirship lands. It was worded in very general 
terms and was successful in its objective. The most often registered 
complaint was difficulty in selling their land. Some complained of 
redtape and others that heirs could not be located, or that one heir re- 
fused to sign. Many heirs stated they could not get any information 
concerning their heirship interest, although they had written to the 
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ncy. Some heirs had no idea where the land was, how much land 
ere was, etc. In a few instances the heirs obviously didn’t know what 
heirship land was or that he or she had inherited any interests in land. 
One heir stated that he had been receiving small checks but didn’t 
know where they came from. Many complaints were made concerning 
trust land being taxed, and others that family troubles were caused by 
heirship land. Heirs stated that lands were leased without their per- 
mission, land was used but heirs received nothing: land was sold with- 
out the heirs’ consent; tribes bought land and did not pay for it. The 
complete text follows: 


113356 In the past year I have written my agency trying to find out the exact 
amount I own of land and its location. But have never received an 
answer. So I would appreciate it if the committee could furnish me 
with that information if it is at all possible. I wrote four letters to 
the agency concerning this matter but no reply has been received. I do 
know most of my land is on the Winnebago Indian Reservation in 
Nebraska and some in Wisconsin. But I do not know the exact amount. 
I would like to sell my shares so how would I go about it or would I 
have to write someone other than the committee? 

13040 Why, yes, we have been trying to sell out the last 15 years, no luck. 
The agency people don’t seem to be on the ball, all they care about is 
just to have a job. The Winnebago Indian Agency rule is you can only 
see somebody in the office on Monday afternoon. I think they should 
have from Monday afternoon to Friday afternoon open for business. 
One thing I notice, every time I go they plant their feet on the desks and 
are lunching during office hours. I hope we get better results about 
land sales and something done about these Indian agency employees. 

14739 I left the reservation when still a minor and have never returned. As 
a result I have never had an opportunity to check the status of my land 
as to its value, potential for improvement, etc. It would be appreciated 
if I could ascertain how I could transfer the land on to my heirs, or sell 
it, or any general knowledge I could acquire regarding it would certainly 
be appreciated. As it stands now the matter is extremely vague to me 
and it is not financially practical for me to make a trip to the reservation 
merely to check the status of the land. 

13287 I had lease money due me April 1, 1959, I have not received from 
Winnebago, Nebr. I have written to Superintendent he had not even 
answer me. The land I have share in is 

13785 I have no way of knowing how much rent I get off the land. I get 
no statements whatsoever. Little by little, one year about $50, another 
over a hundred, I would like to know what land I’m getting rent from 
and the amount with a statement. 

13832 Our heirship lands, although in trust status, the income thereof is 
being taxed by an act of Congress (1916) and we believe the act is 
unconstitutional and because it works a hardship on so many who are 
orcs egg For this reason Indians were exempted elsewhere from 

xation. 

13012 The Winnebago Tribe in Nebraska and the Omaha Tribe are the only 
tribes in the United States who pay taxes on their trust land. This 
was done by acts of Congress. These laws were passed without consent 
or consultation. The reason why the adult allottees were exempt from 
taxes was because they were not competent because of old age, they were 
less competent when they started paying taxes on their land. Even 
today many of the old people are paying taxes on trust land which takes 
a part of their living. They feel that the law is unconstitutional. It 
should be repealed or make a test case of in court. Give the tribes a 
chance to borrow money and make adjustments of their land problem. 
Since the complicated heirship is the result of a Government land policy 
they owe it to the Indian to make adjustments in their long-range 
programs. 

13170 Under Government supervision the land sales were agonizingly slow, 
even when one person was the sole heir. 
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Pertaining to myself and lot of others besides us, that are living off 
the reservation, trying to, be self-providing Indians, because the March 
annual lease money we get helps out very much, we didn’t get anything 
for 1958. If the agency was there to help the Indians in their heirship 
rights, they should of took care of getting up a new lease, by the boss 
farmer, which they have at the agency. So, I suggest if we could take 
care of our lease papers outside of the agency. Meaning if we can’t 
sell the land, through the petition, we already have completed. 

I am not sure I understand this different tracts of trust or restricted 
heirship land interest. I can’t remember ever hearing of it, could it be 
be explained to me in detail? 

Yes; our problems consist of several things, one would be that water 
has been piped off our land on the hillside to supply , while some 
heirs living on the allotment have a water shortage every summer. 
Secondly, the Bureau has done nothing about our land allotment of 
, being cut in half and taken which according to old Government 
survey lines is supposed to belong to us. I feel that the Bureau of 
Indian Affairs in lots of instances do not have the interest of the Indian. 

I in particular am interested in two different tracts and have never 
received rentals from one tract. 

When one heir shows willingness to buy other heirs out he or she 
should be encouraged by the Government to do so. I have known Indians 
to be jealous of one another and would not consent to sell their interest 
to another Indian, but they would rather sell to a non-Indian. This 
is one reason that a progressive Indian is retarded and doesn’t make 
the progress he or she should. 

. We would like to sell out all my heir land and I would like to build a 
ome. 

Yes; some years back all the heirs signed papers for selling one tract. 
I think it was or . It has been about 10 years ago but we 
never were informed if it was sold or not. We just never heard from 
any source of what became of it. I would like to have my share all sold 
and the money. I’d like to buy a lot or acre to start a home with. We 
are a large family of nine children. It is hard for us to live elsewhere 
and pay rent. We barely make ends meet. If I can get some money on 
the share of tract of land, if ever sell would be very much interested on 
buying the house and an acre of land where we are at now. 

We have not been getting any income from the land. We've made 
many trips to the reservation to try to get things in a more favorable 
condition but to no avail. We do not want to live on the reservation. 
Our daughter has a good position in a factory and our son has a good 
job ona farm. We want to buy a home and get settled for life here in 
to be near our children and to rear our small children. 

For my part I would like to sell every inch of land I own which is 
heirship land. It would help me now more than it would in the future 
because there would be more heirs to come in the next 10 or 15 years. 
And I would be lucky then if I was to get one thin dime in that length 
= time. So therefore I want my heirship land sold as quickly as possi- 

e. 

I would like to know where this land is located. 

I’m selling all heirship land in which I have interest in. I can buy 
myself a little acreage here where employment is much better than in 
Nebraska. I was informed that we had to pay tax on my mother’s land 
which I thought was tax free. I would appreciate an explanation. 

I would like to know where this land is located. 

My first cousin died February 8, 1916. I am one of the heirs of the 
estate. She died in Wisconsin. She owned lands in Nebraska which 
have since been sold but the money is in charge of , the Winnebago 
Indian agent at Winnebago, Nebr. We have tried to have him do 
something about it but are unable to get any action—there are several 
other heirs, too—wish you could check into this for me. 

Unable to sell property. 

I have some land in Pawnee, Okla. Received a lease from Oklahoma 
for me to sign to be attached to an oil and gas lease. I have 80 acres 
it was to lease for 1,125 acres at $900 and was to be put in the Pawnee 
Agency right away. And I have not heard from them anymore. I need 
the money. I have two girls to take care of. Will you all check this out 
for me and let me know? 
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The heirs of 


, claim that patent-in-fee was issued to 
for Mrs. allotment which was put in safekeeping at Winnebago 
Agency, Winnebago, Nebr., by Mrs. I want to know if this was 
true. If so how many heirs do this go. Be better to get rid of it for the 
good of all involved. It seems the only ones benefiting are the people 
employed by the Government to look after these so-called heirship lands. 

I would like to have you check on my heirship money that was coming 
to me when I was attending the Indian school at Piepstone Indian 
school. Since leaving I have'nt been getting anything. They may have 
some old records there, which should tell you where this money was 
coming from. 

I would like to sell all my shares to land, but other heirs can’t come 
to agreement. 

Yes, I signed land sale paper about 13 years ago and I have never 
received any money from it or heard anything about it, before then I 
used to get two lease checks, a $19 and $9; now I just get the $9 check. 

Been wanting to sell my share of the estate, my mother’s 
father—makes him my grandfather—who left me 80 acres in Winnebago, 
Nebr. Have written to the Indian agency in Nebraska several times, 
but get the same answer as telling me land sales come in March. Wrote 
in March once but was told the bidding hasn’t started, or no bids come 
in, or something along that line. Since I’m not interested in farming 
that land and my roots are set in this here. I’ve been wanting to sell 
for some years. Would appreciate if you could help or sorta look into it. 

Sir: Some years ago I wrote to our agent in Winnebago if it could 
be possible to sell my heirship lands and Mr. Was agent at that 
time. And he said it would be impossible at that time. I still would like 
to know if it can be done. As I do not get any money from these lands 
I would like to know also if we can keep our mineral rights on these 
heirship lands. I have an interest in so many heirship lands the records 
are all down in Winnebago Indian Agency. 

Who handles the money for this land and wondering why we got $3 
and a few cents a year. This land I understand is leased for $500 a 
year. This land is in Knox County, Nebr. and I think 90 acres—our 
share is supposed to be 13 acres—we get a small (Very) check—usually 
once a year and we have to write in and ask for it. Also one time, in 
Winnebago, Nebr., office, they said we owed some money and we never 
got a thing or borrowed anything—and yet they hold our checks—and 
they wouldn't tell us what we owed it for. Sure would like to have 
that looked into. 

I would very much like to sell every interest I have in Nebraska 
reservation, every 2 or 3 years there are some more heirs added on to 
our allotments. Some heir dies and he or she leaves four or five children. 
And 10 years from now, I'll probably own a foot square in every allot- 
ment. I own a home in Wisconsin and it isn’t finished. My reason 
for wanting to sell every interest in heirship lands in Winnebago 
Reservation. 

I hold shares in two heirship lands; too many heirs, too many argu- 
ments; all should be sold. 

I'd like to sell any land interests to the tribe so I can start in business 
and eventually become a self-help Indian and to take my place like all 
citizens. 

Yes, we have tried all ways, except getting a lawyer, to find out, how 
much land and how many heirs there are. But every time we tried to 
find out how anything at the Winnebago Agency they give us the go- 
around. We moved out here to California 3 years ago. Since coming 
out here we get $1 a year on our share of the crop, we don’t even know 
how many acres of land there is, 

Yes; sell all my heirship lands in State of Nebraska so I could buy 
myself a little place here, somewhere to live for the rest of my life. 

Yes, we have land in Marland, Okla., under the Pawnee Indian 
Agency—they don’t seem to have interest and since 1929 we had access 
to it but did not receive any money from it till 1950, and since that 
time we get about $130 a year. What happen to the money from 1929 
to 1950 that was due us? 

More information needed relative to land status and why lease pay- 
ment has decreased. 
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We been trying to sell since 1951, reason was, we need the money and 
also before too many heirs are added there is only eight of us, its only 
40 acres and furthermore none of us will ever live there. Nobody lives 
on the reservation. 

I would like our land sold in Nebraska and be paid outright. How 
much land is there? I have no idea whatsoever. My father 
owns 20 acres of Indian land located in Wittenberg, Wis. He claims 
we (my brothers and sisters) have no share in it. 

I sure be glad if my share of land is sold, cause rest of the Indians 
on the reservation are getting this “relief.”’ I went down ask for help, 
they wouldn’t give it to me. Just like I had rights to get that relief. 
We might as well sell it cause none of us can live on the land anyway 
cause there isn’t any house on that land so we would like to sell it as 
soon as we can. If you want ask me any more question let me. 

I and my brother —, signed to have the land in Siseton, S. Dak. sold 
and haven’t received any money yet. All the heirs agreed, that was 3 
months ago. I am staying with my brother here in Lawrence, Kans., 
he has been taking care of me since I got out of the Army. We would 
like to sell all our land so that we may buy a house here in Lawrence. 
He is a high school graduate and a union painter. 

We are selling 160 acres and just got paid for one 80 not the other 
80. Should like to know the price we got for the one we sold in Kansas. 

It has been 20 years since we have received any proceeds from the 
Rosebud Reservation tribal lands, that was alloted to all the children 
(Omaha Tribe) born in the years of 1907 and 1908. I suggest that this 
property be sold and proceeds divided among all legal heirs only. I 
have made three or more trips to the Omaho Indian Agency in the past 
10 years trying to get my allotments of land sold. The reason it hasn’t 
been put up for sale is (they cannot obtain all interested signatures). 

We had some trouble about our rent money from this land. We had 
one brother died about 11 years ago, since then we never got any rent 
from this land as the superintendent at Winnebago Agency made a 
mistake and our brother’s wife and his children get the rent alone. We 
would like to have this be look into and see if we could get our share 
back. 

In the past have asked description and amount of interest in heirship 
lands but the information was never received. 

To my own personal experience: In 1950 I wrote to - , chairman 
of — tribal council to make a loan of $300, he wrote to me and said 
yes I can make the loan, but since I don’t hear any more of the loan. 
Then in 1951, the same tribal council bought my mother land 
for $3,000, and the money was deposit at Winnebago Indian 
Agency, Winnebago, Nebr., where was superintendent and 
boss farmer. Even sent me paper for my signature, which I did sign 
before two reliable persons for my share of $1,000 and return at his 
early returns at his request, but up to today the tribe has not produce 
no money. 

I do not feel that it is fair or constitutional that the trust allotments 
of the Omaho and Winnebago reservations of Nebraska are taxable 
when trust lands of other reservations are not. 

The only problem we have is selling the land. All of us want to seil 
and we even signed all the papers. I have two sisters and a brother 
and a stepmother and we all want to sell. I think they should let us 
sell it. We all met and talked it over before we did anything. So I 
think they should let us sell the land. 

This property was left by my mother to five children, share and share 
alike. One sister died in 1952. Only four heirs involved and have since 
1952 been trying to dispose of it but to no avail due to agency advising 
it was unlawful to do so. 

I haven’t got any rent money and I have made phone call for rent 
money. I haven't received any rent money yet I like to know why I 
don’t get my rent money on time. My renter come to my house told 
me I suppose to get more rent money this year. I think my father 
get our rent money I like why he have to spend our rent money. If I 
have any rent money I like pay to me. 
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Terminate all control of heirship lands under the U.S. Indian Field 
Service. The greater percent of today’s Indian has no need for Indian 
Service “bottlenecks” we are intelligent enough to handle our own 

roblem. 
. In the spring of 1954 I signed papers concerning a sale of my share 
in 80 acres. I agreed, but haven’t since heard anything more regarding 
this situation. Whatever, and however small, my shares may be in 
heirship tracts, I would like to sell it or them. 

The renters are lowering our rent every year lower and lower and 
I want to know why. I don’t know the name of my renter and don’t 
know where the land is located. It has been rented from my father 
since I was a child. 

Yes; I do like very much. That the land I have interest in I have 
been trying to sell it for some time, and don’t seem to get anywhere 
with it. There are so many heirs on it now that every year I’m 
getting the same. Everything else is going up and the land rent is 
always the same, never go up. I came out here on relocation going on 
3 years and now have a good chance of buying a home out here for 
my family. That is my big reason for wanting to sell. I don’t believe 
you would be concerned with my problem. If you are give your per- 
mission to sell my land. 

I and my four brothers and two sisters should be heirs to 40 acres of 
land. But we were left out. It went to a man that was not even 
living with her while she was sick. Although they were living as man 
and wife, when the woman was sick, the man was living with another 
woman. They were not legally married. The woman was ‘ 
The land referred to was an old allotment on my mothers side. I think 
we should be the legal heirs, I don’t understand it. 

Taxation make for complications plus hardships on us as Indians. 
We are in a state of desperation without law and order yet we are 
taxed. Why? 

No; as I am two tribes I do not know just what interests I have, I 
have been getting some small checks, and don’t know what for. 

Our heirship lands although in trust status the income thereof is 
being taxed by an act of Congress, 1916, and we believe the act is un- 
constitutional because it was created without our tribes consent or 
consultation and because it works a hardship on so many who are 
incompetent to assume the responsibility of taxation. For this reason 
Indians were exempted elsewhere from taxation. The taxes also take 
out of rental on these lands much more than the heirs receive. It’s a 
terrible mess, who’s mess? Maybe good laws are made in Washington 
but by the time the BIA gets regulations here, well its interpretation 
means something else, that cause the mess. 

I still don’t see why we are paying taxes on our land, as for law and 
order I think we should have on our reservation. 

I would like to know about my heirship land I was told that they 
have found oil on these heirship land on the Winnebago Indian Reserva- 
tion at Winnebago, Nebr., how could I find out if it’s true or not. | 

My mother did have a land and a house build on her land, but I 
just don’t know what became of the land and her house. My father 
told me that I had some money at the office in Winnebago Indian 
Agency, Nebraska. My mothers land is someplace south of Macy, Nebr. 
I did get about $10.58 of it last year but I still got some more in the 
Indian Agency at Winnebago, Nebr. I wrote for it but I never got 
it or never got no kind of answer. I know they sent me a paper to fill 
out and I did send it right on back. 

With Uncle Sam out of the way it will be a simple matter for various 
State legislatures to put these lands on the tax rolls. Unable to pay 
confiscatory taxes, the Indian has only his wits, tribal unity, and educa- 
tion to help. If he’s a western Indian he has perhaps a vital interest 
in a timber, uranium, oil or other mineral fortune. To wisely govern 
these interests he has been educated in a Government Indian school 
which sagely prescribed a course in quantity baking, cooking, shoe- 
making, welding, and typing. Any investor can pick up these lands 
at a tax sale for a song or pick off individual families land if only the 
Government can be persuaded to forget the perpetuity clauses in their 
treaties, and “free” these Indians (of their resources, i.e.). 
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Have an interest in restricted land in Minnesota and have not re- 
ceived anything from it for about 20 years. Would like to sell it so we can 
get some benefit from it. 

All Indians should have as much right as white people to sell their 
land for the highest bids. When Indian agents or workers interfere 
then the Indian has to sell for as low as they can get. When real estate 
or buyers know its Indian land they all boycott the land and only one 
usually bids on property for as low as he can get. Indian agent should 
take enough interest in the people he works with to give them all the 
help he can give them. We have put our property in Wisconsin or 
heirship land up for sale and we had only one bid and he bid as low 
as he could get. We had it up for sale three times so far. 

I own two 40 acres of land myself and one 40 has a house on, not 
in good shape will need repair fix the house or I would like to buy a 
small house and add it to the other house. The other 40 acres has no 
improvements on it. That is the 40 I would like to sell I have a buyer 
who wants it very bad. I’m living in town paying rent, if my house 
were fixed I would live on my own place. Could you please help me. 

Yes; I was told to sign papers in 1956, and this land would be bought 

by the Government and our total share given to us. We have not heard 
a word since we signed and sent the papers to the agency. 
. My shares are small and there are so many heirs, it would be best to 
sell. I would also like to have the benefits of a loan to start farming. 
The trouble in my case I’ve never lived on or near the land and maybe 
never will as I stated my interests are very small. I would like to get 
rid of it or advise on the matter. Also in regards to working out some 
way of obtaining information to start farming. I’m not very well in- 
formed on the whole affair of my share or what the setup is at the 
Winnebago Agency what their procedure is, how to approach them, 
what are my and my families benefits or any business-like dealings 
or information or the operation of the agency. 

I would like to sell my share of land. What would I have to do in 
order to sell it? 

I have land adjoining this tract of heirship land, which I would like 
to have partitioned, so I can use it with my own land. To satisfy the 
heirs, the rest could be sold. 

My mother now deceased had a tract of land 40 acres from her 
mother and she willed this to my sister and myself at the Indian office. 
When she died they had the land hearing I was to appear as my sister 
died also after my mother’s death leaving one child Yet when 
the lease papers came to be notarized I noticed my mother’s half brother 
he had a different mother from hers and same father on the lease 
papers and he also died leaving a bunch of children all over the county 
and they all tried to get in on this land and four or five did. This 
brother’s name was and my mother’s name . She acquired 
this land from her mother’s mother but yet the will was disregarded 
and was put on and also he never appeared on the land hear- 
ing. I think this was wrong. Another thing when my father died he 
had such small interests here and there I didn’t want any interest in 
the land as it was too small to even make a trip for, as my niece and 
I didn’t need it, that it should be given to his wife. Well they put 
my niece and I on and left his wife off. Now another gripe I have is 
my sister died she had half interest in land we acquired from our 
mother my sister died and therefore it went to her husband and 
daughter and soon after her husband died and he was living with a 
woman common law and I noticed she is on one of our lease papers but 
not on others I believe that this is not fair either. I think heirship 
land makes too much troubles for office workers and makes too much 
hard feelings amongst heirs. Something should be worked to better 
these conditions. As for myself what little I have interest in I am 
willing to sell it and forget it as I have been away from the reservation 
about 25 years. 

The heirs to a 40-acre improved farm in Wagner, 8. Dak., tried un- 
successfully to obtain a fee patent. All heirs with the exception of one 
completed the papers but due to this one holdout whose interest was 
five one-thirty-fifths nothing came of it. I am buying a home here 
in , and the $300 to $400 or so which would be my share from 
sale would help greatly in the improvement of my home. 
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Yes; I wish to sell some to build our home. As we are getting little 
too old to work out anymore at hard labor. Cause we intend to live 
here for good. And we can’t work, but we can try to have something 
to keep ourselves busy, with few chickens, Cause we can’t go out work 
hard we are both little too old. 

I get one-third of all heirship land I own and sometimes I find it 
hard to lease the way I want to—other interested owner, prefer cash 
rent and I prefer sharecrop rental; another thing we can’t get together 
on a lot of leasing problems because the other heir is sore at us. 

There are so many heirs to the tracts of land we are heirs to and the 
rent we get of it is about $20 a year, and if, we could sell all some of us 
would buy our own small home. Now that we are old and the younger 
ones don’t seem to be interested in using the land. 

The land in which my children and I have an interest has 75 or 90 
heirs—some receive as little as 17 cents annual lease share. It would 
be better to sell this and give a lump sum which would also save the 
Bureau money and time. 

Would like to know where it is and how much, also what the status 
of the land is. 

I would like to know how much land I come in on if it cannot be sold. 

Have interest in an 80-acre tract long ways from home. Would like 
to sell but have not been able to. 

I would rather sell all my shares as I can buy a place somewhere 
here, as I do not have a home. 

My daughter and I were heirs to one-half this estate There 
is some kind of a deal concerning $5,000 on this case that I don’t 
understand, it has to be probated although passed away in 1916. 
I don’t know if you can look into this or not. But it’s a problem to 
us and the other heirs. 

We have been trying to sell our lands in the Winnebago Reservation 
in Nebraska. We have signed papers to this effect but nothing ever 
came of it. 

In regard to further information on this land problem, I would like 
you to contact Mrs. . in Pine Ridge Agency, S. Dak., she would 
know where my father’s land is located and who has it now. I was 12 
years old when I left there and I’ve lost track of everything that has 
been going on there. I would appreciate it if someone would please 
look into this matter for me, I need money for my children’s education. 
I would like to sell all my rights. I’ve heard rumors that someone else 
is getting money from my father’s property, I would like to know about 
that too. 

Some of the land sales do not include retention of any mineral rights 
or even the mention of the fact. Why? I have interests in Nebraska 
which I never heard from since 1937. I wrote to obtain information 
but was ignored. Suddenly in 1955 I received a small check, under 
$10. When an Indian writes to find out about matters pertaining to 
his properties or interest he should receive some kind of an answer. 
These are very few of the reasons why I would like to see some kind 
of ruling to sell all heirship land. Some having 91 heirs. 

For years our heirship land were signed for sale but out of 15 heirs 
one person was missing and couldn’t be located so everything was at a 
my as these heirs don’t receive much lease money and they wanted 
to sell. 

I have one interest in a 80-acre tract of land which has more heirs 
than acres and I feel it is only fair to sell it. We have trouble with 
renting the land due to the fact the heirs make so much fuss. This 
land is an inside 80 and very difficult for anyone to enter without per- 
mission from the farmers nearby. 

For the past 5 years we have been trying to sell the 80 acres but at 
the Office we were told that all heirs are agreed to do so before it can be 
sold. When all written into that effect we were told that there were 
some minors which have guardians sign for them. Three main heirs 
are in need of medical care and need the money if it was sold. Later, it 
was to be posted for sale which was never done. For the last 3 years it 
was always to be up for sale about every 3 months. There are white 
men that have cultivated the land in the past and want to buy it but the 
Government will not let us sell it. I want it very much to be sold. 
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Is there any possibility of having our interest in the following allot- 
ments divided . These three allotments 
with buildings on three of these locations. I’ve tried to operate but 
had no consideration or cooperation from the other heirs to get in the 
farming business. The buildings are being torn down by somebody as 
they are not occupied and are dilapidated. 

Yes. In the past few years there has been much controversy over 
tribal land. Since the older generation is deceasing all tribal land 
should be sold and be divided among members of tribe. I have been 
so happy on my own I feel that others should enjoy this independence. 

The undivided heirship land is a problem. The person who leases 
the land has all or most of the benefit, and the landowner has to go 
and rent a home; in fact he will never own his own home under these 
conditions, besides this there is always one or more of the heirs want 
all the say about the property and will never agree on anything. It 
is better that all heirship land be sold and let each individual plan his 
future house. I believe 80 percent of the Indians now realize what it is 
to make a living, since most of them live off the reservation in all parts 
of the United States. 

I do not wish to be considered as a wise guy with all the answers, 
but do claim to be informed enough to say that the Federal Govern- 
ment has played ducks and drakes with the American Indian long 
enough, and that the time has passed when the most good could have 
been done for the Indian, and that at the present time, the whole mat- 
ter is a mess for the Indian and the white people of this country. 

Yes, I have interest in heirship land which I and rest of the other 
heirs would like to sell. I am in need of medical care and attention 
and need the money for my care. Also, would like to have any money 
due me paid immediately without the reservation holding it back. 

Yes, I would like to sell my land but I can’t as they are too many 
heirs in the two allotments. The reason I want to sell is that they all 
make a fuss over them especially the one with a house on it. 

Taxes are so high that by the time taxes are paid we who have in- 
terests in heirship lands hardly get anything worthwhile. 

The lands I have interest in are small shares, not worth keeping, 
and if all shares I have interest in are sold, and have what little money 
I have coming, times are hard, I have no steady employment, rather 
too old to be employed, and when I have no income, a hard world to 
live. If I do sell all shares I have, will help my welfare. I have a 
number of school age children. So I would appreciate if you give me 
aid in selling my share. So this my problem I would ask to bring to 
your attention. 

I would like to know where this tract of land is located. 

I am an old man and have no money and want the land sold so I can 
enjoy the money now when I need it so badly. 

I don’t have enough to support myself on. I pay taxes on my trust 
land, and these are very high, sometimes consuming most of my rent. 

We have been trying to sell our land in Nebraska for sometime but 
have failed because of the refusal of one or two heirs and the minors 
who have to have guardians appointed. The cost of this is more than 
what amount they will be entitled to. All of us including minors or 
their guardians are required to sign in order to sell our land. One 
heir who refuses to sign is somewhat illiterate and thinks we are trying 
to trick him into something. He is not incompetent but overly sus- 
picious. He owns one-fifth of the allotment and is the only one owning 
the most. The allotment is the Anything done to change this 
situation in our favor will be appreciated. 

I can’t understand how is land can be rented for $90 a year when I 
only get $47.79 out of the $90, and I know when my husband was living 
it was rented only for hay. Now the man even has farmed it, and I 
never see any returns from the crops. This man has had the place 
since I can remember. He lives someplace near I’m a widow 


and have no way to go see about this land, but I do think that what 
we have these Government agents for. 
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Since 1932 a 40 acre, house and barn, 5-room house on the Omaha 
Reservation, I wanted trade my share of land in reservation 
which would come out even. But the would not help me. The 
county and agency went right in our land, rooted rose plants, flowers, 
walnut trees, and trees. Now the house is right edge of bank. The 
house stands idle, windows are broken, doors, the road gang even wreck 
the barn, didn’t even .ask us heirs if they could go in our land and 
wreck everything as I wanted house. They should send Committee on 
Interior and Insular Affairs to see these Indian lands and homes been 
wrecked. We are helpless, no money to hire a lawyer. I thought it was 
pretty mean of them to not ask us, I wanted to make my home there. 

Yes, my brother and sister and myself would like to have our deceased 
father allotment be appraised so that we could buy out the 
rest of the heirs. Mr. , the examiner of inheritance suggested 
this one way in order to have the three of us own our land. If ap- 
proved we want our patent of fee or the deed to the land, and we will 
take care of the yearly taxes. This matter was supposed to have been 
taken up back in 1956 but so far we have never heard from the Winne- 
bago, Nebr., office. A Mrs. Merricek of that agency took down my note 
at the time but evidently just put it aside. 

I would like my part of it sold because I don’t get enough payments 
to live on. I am on State welfare for 9 years now. I am amputee and 
can’t help myself, and if I could get the money I could help myself in 
other ways. I get $62 per month from State of Missouri. If the heirs 
want to buy it I wish they would. 

Yes, after lease less taxes, etc., there is very little funds remaining to 
do any real good. If these lands were sold it would at least yield 
enough to each heir in most cases in cash to make a downpayment on a 
house and lot or to make improvements on other tracts of land that may 
be held. 

I would like the restricted Indian lands to be open to Indians as for 
camping overnight or other things of similar activities, where we could 
do as we please, within the law, and leave when we please even on 
land belonged to other tribes or Indian who are of no relation to us. 
We could cut our firewood or tentpoles where we want to with no re- 
strictions. Because these lands are the only free lands we Indians own. 
On white people’s land we can’t enter or do anything there because 
they always put up “keep out” signs. 

I certainly think new heirship maps should be made available to we 
younger members. My mother died and left estate that I don’t even 
know the location and never receive any lease money for. I receive 
16 cents from the estates that I’m an heir to to. 

None. My only knowledge of the entire matter is that occasionally 
I receive small checks $16 to $20 for some reason unknown to me. If 
there is a Government pamphlet or publication which describes the 
management and control of heirship land, I would appreciate greatly 
having one sent to me. 

Yes, I would like to know why my older brother receives $87 a year 
and the rest of us receive $2.17 a year. 

I would like to be able to write and find out the exact location of 
my present interests. 

Our dad died 3 years ago. My stepmother gets a big share of 12 
acres. ‘There are four of us. We can’t get much. There was a good 
house, six rooms, one of us could live in it. The house burned down; 
someone burned dry grass. We didn’t fight over the house, who would 
live in it. That happened last spring. I very badly wanted the house 
as I own no home. If I tried it wouldn’t go through the Winnebago 
Indian office as my husband has a share in 40 acres. We lived there 13 
years. My husband tried to exchange land some of his sisters deed their 
share notarized. But the Winnebago Indian Office would not approve. 
We wanted that for home; now it stand idle, windows broke, and doors. 
The heirs were willing to trade. 

Is there a possibility that I can sell my shares to any of the biggest 
share owners? We now live in city here under relocation program, and 
we like it here, but we would like to own some kind of home and car. 

I really don’t know how much land I have interest in. I wished a copy 
of the land I have heirship in would be sent to me. 
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Yes, I would like to have the estate investigated. She out- 
lived her husband and had no children. I am a blood relation and her 
estate was never settled. ‘The agency wouldn’t give me the description 
of the land. It is 80 acres. 

Ninety percent of the Indians are not permitted information concern- 
ing their land or the location. I have been told by the agent that no 
survey has been made since 1940. I have interests in land that would 
be suitable to build my home on but I’m without knowledge of the 
exact locations. A real service could be rendered toward the Indian 
if a land survey was made and a copy of the results be given to each 
heir designating his or her acreage. 

I live in a small house on a lot in the village of , Wisconsin, 
which was purchased in 1921 or 1922 and which is registered in my son’s 
name. It was tax free for the first 20 years and at the end of that time 
we were informed that it would remain tax free for another 20-year 
period. I suppose that it is what you refer toasin trust. To my knowl- 
edge we are not allowed to sell it without permission from the Interior 
Department, although they did not purchase it for me. There is addi- 
tional land where I live which my father owned during his lifetime. I 
have no knowledge of how it has passed out of our control, but houses 
have been built on it by others, and it is partly located in a resort area. 
At one time a notice was received by the heir of my older sister concern- 
ing land owned in Wisconsin by our father, but I received no notice of 
the same property. When taxes are past due on land so that notices are 
published in the local paper with references to the northeast quarter of 
section so-and-so, it is practically impossible for one to know whether 
or not such notices refer to land we own. Somehow the Interior De- 
partment needs to have record of land owned by purchase so that we 
can be notified if taxes are now required, where they previously were 


not. 

I think the way things are being handled by the Indian Bureau is 
about the best. A point I would like to express is that more effort 
should be made to locate everyone that is involved in heirship land before 
being sold. And I was never notified; I just happen to be there at the 
time. Then I had to hire a lawyer to even prove who I was. 

In the year 1895 or 1896 the Government gave my father , and 
my brother and me each 80 acres of land in or around 4 
They are now deceased. I have never heard what has become of that 
land or have never gotten any money for it. How can I find out more 
about this as I am the only heir living? Can you let me know where I 
can get more information about this? 

Yes, we have a 20 acres with house and no other building which we 
could of sold but at least one heir always refused to sign paper. The 
land isn’t worth much as two creeks run nearby. One creek is cutting 
deep ravine at least 30 feet deep or more, about 50 or 60 feet wide. That 
creek is reducing the value of the ground. We've had offers of $150 per 
acre. Also Winnebago Indian agency refused the bid. I myself would 
like to sell it and get my share of it while I’m still able to make use 
of it. 
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ANADARKO AREA OFFICE 


There were 7,276 questionnaires mailed to heirs in the Anadarko 
area and 1,326 completed questionnaires were received from adults. 
This represents an approximate 18.2 percent return. 


GENERAL INFORMATION 


Median of heirs in the Anadarko area is in the 41 to 50 age 
category with the following distribution: 21 to 30, 183; 31 to 40, 269; 
41 to 50, 310; 51 and over, 549; no answer, 15. One thousand and 
sixty-one heirs reported having children with a total of 3,999. Of the 
1,290 heirs answering the question, 799 Seenop ary | 61.9 percent) 
are heads of households. Median blood quantum is full with 827 full- 
bloods, 18 three-fourths bloods, 178 half-bl 129 one-quarter or 
less Indian blood; 10 with no Indian blood; and 14 did not answer. 
The majority of heirs (980) live off the reservation. This is approxi- 
mately 75.6 percent of those answering the question. Four hundred 
and twenty-eight heirs live on trust or restricted land, 851 do not, and 
47 did not answer. Based on these statistics 66.5 percent of the heirs 
do not live on trust or restricted land. 

It was found that in the Anadarko area with a total of 1,326 heirs 
that 177 apEeonneeely 13.3 percent) received some form of welfare 
assistance during 1958. Of the 177 there were 116 living on reserva- 
tion land and 58 living off, 3 did not answer the question. Median 
income for 1958 in the Anadarko area is in the $1,001 to $2,000 cate- 
gory with the following distribution : 0 to $1,000, 238 ; $1,001 to $2,000, 
89; $2,001 to $3,000, 55; $3,001 to $4,000, 67; $4,001 and over, 187; 
no answer, 690. When 1958 income was tabulated by residence on 
or off the reservation there was a general trend to higher incomes for 
those heirs living off the reservation. For Cheyenne and Arapaho 
both on and off reservation income was in the 0 to $1,000 category ; 
for Kiowa the on reservation was 0 to $1,000 while for off reservation 
heirs it was between $1,001 and $2,000; for Osage both on and off res- 
ervation heirs were in the $4,000 and over income category ; Pawnee 
heirs had a median income of $1,001 to $2,000 for on reservation 
whereas off was in the $3,001 to $4,000 category; on reservation 
Potawatomie heirs had median income in the 0 to $1,000 category 
while off reservation heirs’ income was in the $1,001 to $2,000 cate- 

ry ; and Shawnee heirs on the reservation had a median of $1,001 to 

2,000 while off reservation heirs had a median in the $2,001 to $3,000 
category. Income was tabulated by blood quantum to determine if 
there was any significant differences and it was found that for the 
Anadarko area fullblood median was between $1,001 and $2,000; 
three-quarter blood median was between $3,001 and $4,000 ; half-blood 
was in the $3,001 to $4,000 category, and one-quarter or less Indian 
blood was in the $3,001 to $4,000 category. There was therefore a 
significant difference in income between the fullbloods and the others. 
These statistics were of necessity confined to those heirs answering 
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both the question concerning income and that concerning blood quan- 
tum. Income was also tabulated for heads of estan by agency, 
and it was found that at Cheyenne and Arapaho the median is in 
the 0 to $1,000 category; at Kiowa the median is between $2,001 and 
$3,000; Osage median is $4,000 and over; Pawnee median is in the 
$2,001 to $3,000 category; Potawatomie median is just about $2,000 
(actually it fell between the $1,001 to $2,000 and the $2,001 to $3,000 
category) ; and the Shawnee median is between $3,001 and $4,000. 


, INTERESTS IN HEIRSHIP LAND 


One of the questions asked the heirs was how many interests in 
heirship tracts did they have, how many reservations were the tracts 
located on, and how many of the tracts were public domain allotments. 
It was found that many heirs could not answer the questions since 
they had no information concerning the extent of their holdings. 
However, 1,004 did answer the question concerning how many tracts 
they had interests in and the total was 3,386 or approximately 3.3 per 
individual. Six hundred and ninety-nine answered the question 
concerning how many reservations the tracts were located on and the 
average was 1.3. Only 224 heirs answered the question concerning 
how many tracts were public domain and it was found they had a 
total 476 interests in public domain allotments or an average of 
2.1 each. 

One hundred and eighty-seven heirs in the Anadarko area live on 
heirship land (approximately 14.1 percent), and of this number 39 
ranch or farm the land. It was interesting to note that of the 187 
living on heirship land, 156 were fullbloods. Thirty-one of this 
group received welfare assistance during 1958, the average age was in 
the 51 and over category, and 24 owned other lands in fee status. 

Median income from heirship land for Anadarko area was in the 
$51 to $100 category, with Shawnee in the 0 to $50 category, Pawnee 
and Potawatomie in the $51 to $100; Cheyenne and Arapaho in the 
$101 to $150; Kiowa in the $151 to $200, and Osage in the $201 to $500 
category. 

Heirs were asked when they had visited their heirship interests 
last and the returns were divided into categories with 1959 being the 
first and then 10-year breakdowns. It was found that for all agencies 
the median category was between 1958 and 1949. It was also found 
that the median distance from heirship land was less than 300 miles. 


ACTIONS 


Fifty-nine heirs now ranch or farm heirship lands in which they 
hold an undivided interest and 126 have done so within the past 10 
oes Four hundred and eighty-one heirs in the Anadarko area 

ave attempted to sell some heirship interests and 198, or approxi- 
mately 41.1 percent, have been successful. 


OPINIONS AND PROPOSALS 


Two hundred and eighty-eight heirs plan to live on heirship land 
in the future and 283 plan to ranch or farm such land. These statistics 
are overlapping to the extent that some heirs plan to do both and are 
therefore recorded in both totals. 
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When asked if they wanted to sell or exchange some or all of their 
interests in heirship lands, 247 heirs said some, 345 said all, 557 none, 
and 80 did not answer. The result therefore was 592 wanting to sell 
or exchange some or all and 557 who did not want to sell or ex- 
change any. 

One of the questions asked of the heirs was whether they wanted 
the Bureau of Indian Affairs to continue control of heirship lands. 
For the Anadarko area 873 heirs wanted Bureau control continued 
over heirship land, 225 wanted such controls removed, and 228 did not 
answer. The text of statements by the heirs concerning why they 
wanted such controls retained or removed are contained in the agency 
reports following. 

Question 26b asked the heirs if they wanted their interests sold 
and the money divided. Four hundred and twelve heirs want all their 
heirship lands sold, 134 want some sold, 334 do not want any sold, 
and 446 did not answer. Therefore the majority of Anadarko heirs 
answering the question want some or all their heirship interests sold. 
We have cross tabulated the answers to this question by various cate- 
gories, i.e. blood quantum, residence, etc., to determine if there is any 
particular pattern among the heirs opposed to sale of heirship land. 

26b. I would like to have the tract(s) of sree land in which I 


own an interest sold and my share of the money paid to me. 
Categories Sell all Sell some None No answer 
to 54 19 46 64 
ob 85 60 88 
No answer........-.--- 2 5 12 
Total_ 412 134 334 446 
det 199 66 167 250 
No answer - 1 0 2 7 
Total. 412 134 334 446 
Have children: 
332 119 255 355 
Total_ 412 134 334 
Head of household 
es. 247 81 199 272 
No 158 51 125 157 
No answer. 2 10 17 
Total. 412 134 334 446 
Degree of Indian blood 
259 95 195 278 
49 16 44 69 
or less... 41 41 41 
0 5 2 
1 0 5 8 
Total_ 412 134 334 446 
Live on reservation: 
Yes... 99 24 79 114 
No. 307 108 253 312 
No answer. 6 2 20 
Total 412 134 334 446 
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Categories . Sell all Sell some None No answer 
Live on trust or restricted land: 

122 36 109 161 
279 96 (220) 256 

Total_ 412 134 334 446 

Live on heirship land: 
16 59 80 
373 117 269 340 
No answer. 7 1 6 26 
Total 412 134 334 446 
Income from heirship land: 
$51 to 64 14 41 51 
26 12 19 24 
83 22 88 163 
Total. 412 134 334 446 
Farm or ranch heirship land: 
6 (5) 36 22 
412 134 334 446 
Own fee land 
49 4 21 89 
Total. 412 134 334 446 


An examination of the cross tabulations show three particular 
groups in spree to sale of heirship land, they are (1) heirs with 
no Indian blood; (2) heirs living on heirship land; and (3) heirs 
farming or ranching heirshi ok 

Question 26c asked if the heirs wanted all controls removed from 
their heirship lands so that the heirs themselves can handle it. Of the 
heirs answering 711 did not want the controls removed and 242 did. 

Question 27 was an attempt to draw from the heirs suggestions 
to the Congress concerning ible solutions to the problem. The 
question was worded in pe E pagan as to inform the Indians that 
_—, solutions had been offered in the past and four of these were 
isted, then space was left for the heirs to make any recommendations 
he wanted. ile the question was not intended to be one of multiple 
choice it was found that some heirs merely checked off one of the 
proposed solutions. Other heirs wrote in suggestions that coincided 
with one or the other of the suggested solutions. Of those heirs 
checking off one of the solutions offered we find the majority (176) 
felt that a simple majority of heirs should determine the use and/or 
disposition of the land, while 132 felt that heirs owning more than 
half the tract should decide. Forty heirs wanted each individual 
given the right of appeal to state courts for partition or sale, while 
33 felt that all heirship probates should be handled by state courts 
under state law. The text of other suggestions by the heirs are 
contained in the agency reports following. 
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Of the 1,158 heirs answering the question, 246 (approximately 21 
—— stated they owned other property in fee status. One hundred 
fteen heirs had purchased this property, 56 inherited it, 4 received it 
as a gift, and 2 by fee patent. 
The following tables are illustrative of the facts established in this 
report concerning those heirs that have answered the questions: 


ANADARKO AREA 
TABLE I.—Age groups of heirs 


Agency 21 to 30 31 to 40 41 to 50 | 51 and over/ No answer | Total heirs 
31 30 148 122 2 233 
58 77 162 97 6 300 
ll 18 10 5 0 34 
30 50 144 76 2 202 
14 33 1§9 93 1 200 
39 71 187 156 t 357 
183 269 1310 549 15 1, 326 
1 Median age category. 
TaBLE II.—Heirs who have children and the total number 
Number Total 
Agency of heirs number of 
who have children 
children 
197 735 
237 940 
26 58 
165 630 
156 666 
280 970 
III.—Heads of households 
Agency Heads of | Not heads of | Noanswer | Total heirs 
household household 
Cheyenne and Arapaho-._-.--....-...-.-------- ‘141 83 9 233 
Potawatomie. 116 81 3 200 
Total_ naton 799 491 36 1, 326 
TasBLe IV.— Degree of Indian blood 
A Full- % % Yor None No Total 
Sued blood less answer heirs 
Cheyenne and Arapaho-.-.....- 1183 12 21 12 4 1 233 
Kiowa... 1210 38 40 6 3 3 300 
= 14 2 118 0 0 0 34 
AE 1121 33 34 10 2 2 202 
Potawatomie..__...........-... 1119 41 20 17 0 3 200 
Shawnee 1180 42 45 84 1 5 357 
1 827 168 178 129 10 14 1, 326 
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TABLE V.— Residence of heirs 


Agency Living on Living off No answer | Total heirs 
reservation | reservation 
Cheyenne and Arapaho.._...........-.-----..-. 88 1140 5 233 
Kiowa... Fe 51 1 236 13 300 
Osage_- 8 126 0 
57 1142 1 200 
Shawnee. 46 1 305 6 357 
Total_ 316 1980 30 1,326 
1 Majority of those answering. 
TaBLe VI.—Heirs living on trust or restricted land 
Live on Do not live 
Agency trust or on trust or No Total 
restricted restricted answer heirs 
land land 
Cheyenne and Arapaho...................----- 89 1134 10 233 
Kiowa... 112 1177 ll 300 
Osage. 12 121 1 34 
Potawatomie__............ 61 1127 12 200 
Shawnee. 97 1 250 10 357 
Total__.. bai died 428 1851 47 1,326 
1 Majority of those answering. 
VII.—Heirs receiving welfare assistance 
Heirs 
Agency receiving Living on Living off No answer 
welfare reservation | reservation 
assistance 
Cheyenne and Arapaho.............--..------. 40 125 15 0 
Kio We 27 1 126 0 
Osage. 4 2 2 0 
Potawatomie enor 36 12 124 0 
Shawnee.. wae 51 7 142 2 
Total... 177 58 1116 3 
1 Majority of those answering. 
TaBLe VIII.—1958 income reported by heirs 
Agency 0 to $1,001 to | $2,001 to | $3,001 to | $4,001 No Total 
$1,000 $2,000 $3,000 $4,000 | and over} answer heirs 
Cheyenne and Arapaho. ...--- 170 16 10 7 12 118 233 
Kiowa... 76 117 8 23 48 128 300 
Osage. 2 1 2 120 6 34 
Pawnee. 20 17 112 9 29 115 202 
Potawatomie 35 116 ll 3 23 112 200 
hawnee 35 20 13 123 35 211 357 
238 189 55 67 187 690 1, 326 
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TaBLE 1X.—Median income of heirs by residence on or off the reservation 


Agency 0 to $1,001 to $2,001 to $3,001 to $4,001 and 
$1,000 $2,000 , $4,000 over 
Che and 
Arapaho: 
Off x 
Kiowa: 
On.. x 
oft -| 
On. x 
Off. 
Pawnee: 
On. x 
Off... x 
Potawatomie 
On. x 
off x 
Shawnee: 
On. x x 
off 
1 The median here is just about $2,000. 
TaBLE X.—Income by degree of Indian blood’ 
Blood quantum 0 to $1,001 to | $2,001 to | $3,001 to | $4,001 and Total 
$1,000 $2,000 $3,000 $4,000 over 
Fullblood 189 255 31 34 77 386 
34 blood __ 15 212 32 75 
22 15 9 ag 42 97 
\ or less Indian blood. ..-....- 10 ll 6 212 36 75 
Total 236 289 54 67 187 633 
! These statistics include only those heirs reporting their income and answering the question concerning 
of Indian blood. 
Median. 
TaBLE XI.—1958 income for heads of households 
Agen 0 to $1,001 to | $2,001 to | $3,001 to | $4,000 No Total 
- $1,000 $2,000 x $4,000 | and over| answer 
Cheyenne and Arapaho. 146 2 8 65 141 
owa.. 40 10 19 38 70 184 
a 0 1 0 117 3 22 
whee. 13 9 7 23 51 112 
Potawatomie 20 128 3 17 60 116 
whee. 25 18 118 41 113 224 
Total. 144 57 49 144 362 799 


1 Median. 
* The median is actually right on the border between $1,001 to $2,000 and $2,001 to $3,000. 
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TaBLeE XII.—/Interests in heirship land 


217 


Agency Total Number Interests | Reservations Public 
heirs answering by tracts located domain 
185 717 
Cheyenne and Arapaho......... 233 188 
234 901 
Kiowa. 300 129 159 
43 90 
25 88 
Osage... 34 25 
131 476 
Pawnee... 202 124 169 
30 67 
146 440 
Potawatomie 200 149 192 
36 65 
283 764 
Shawnee... 357 141 204 
7 170 
TasLe XIII.—Number of tracts in which the heirs hold an interest ! 
Heirs Number of Average 
Agency tracts number of 
tracts 
Cheyenne and Arapaho 185 717 3.8 
Kiowa..... ‘ 234 901 3.8 
25 88 3.5 
Pawnee.... 131 476 3.5 
Potawatomie.. a 146 440 3.0 
Shawnee eRe 283 764 2.6 
Total. 1, 004 3, 386 3.3 


1 Many of the heirs did not know how many tracts they had an interest in and either placed a question 
mark for an answer or stated they did not know. Therefore, this table is comprised of only those heirs with 


this information. 


TaBLE XIV.—Number of reservations upon which heirs have interests in heirship tracts 


Agency Heirs answer-| Number of Average 
ing reservations 

Cheyenne and Arapaho aS 133 188 1.4 
23 25 1.0 
Pawnee... 124 169 1.3 
Shawnee 141 204 1.4 
Total 699 937 1.3 


TaBLeE XV.—Interests in public domain allotments held by heirs 


Interests in Median 
Agency Total heirs | Heirsanswer-| public do- number of 
ing main allot- interests 
ments 

Cheyenne and Arapaho................-..-.-..- 233 33 77 2.3 
Kiowa... 300 43 90 2.0 
34 5 7 14 
Pawnee... 43 202 30 67 2.2 
Potawatomie._......... 200 36 65 1.8 
Shawnee. 357 77 170 2.2 
Total __ 1, 326 224 476 2.1 


d 
— 
al 
386 
75 
97 
75 
633 
141 
184 
22 
112 
116 
224 
79 


218 


INDIAN HEIRSHIP LAND STUDY 


TaBLe XVI.—Heirs residing on heirship land 


Received 
Agency Live on | Ranch or Full- welfare category! | Own fee 
heirship farm it bloods assistance Ap land 
land (1958) 
Cheyenne and Arapaho--- 40 7 38 12 | 51 and make 6 
37 ll 32 4 
6 4 4 1 | About 40...... 0 
Pawnee 27 3 19 4 | 41 to 50___-____ 1 
Potawatomie.-_........... 29 4 23 7 | 51 and over... 5 
wnee 4s 10 40 5 
187 39 156 24 
1 Median for area, 51 and over. 
XVII.—Income from heirship land 
Oto | $5lto | $101 $151 $201 $501 | $1,001 | $2,001 | Noan-| Total 
Agency $50 to to to to to to and swer | heirs 
$100 $150 $200 $500 | $1,000 | $2,000 | over 
48 30 119 14 52 15 1 3 51 233 
32 36 28 123 61 30 9 4 77 300 
4 4 0 2 16 5 2 1 10 34 
59 122 19 ll 23 7 2 5 54 202 
63 134 16 7 22 5 1 0 52 200 
1125 4d 22 24 22 4 2 2 112 357 
331 1170 104 81 186 66 17 15 356 1, 326 
Taste XVIII.—Last visit to heirship land 
During Between | Between Prior to Total 
Agency 1959! 1958 and | 1948 and 1939 No answer heirs 
1949 1939 
Cheyenne and Arapaho. 76 271 3 6 77 233 
Kiowa. a 108 2121 10 2 59 300 
Osage--- 12 212 1 0 9 34 
45 2 67 12 10 68 202 
51 248 9 4 88 200 
Shawnee. 95 2110 14 ll 127 357 
387 2429 49 33 428 1,326 
1 1st 6 months of 1959. 
2 Median, 
TaBLE XIX.— Distance heirs live from their heirship interests 
Agency 0 to 300 | 301 to 600 | 601 to 900 | 901 miles | No answer Total 
miles miles miles and over heirs 
Cheyenne and Arapaho_-_...-. 1165 9 4 17 38 233 
iowa 1184 18 8 32 58 300 
122 0 1 3 8 34 
Pawnee 1114 13 0 28 47 202 
Potawatomie.-................ 1104 14 17 19 46 200 
whee 1212 25 12 52 56 357 
1801 79 42 151 253 1, 326 


| 
1 Median, 
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TaBLE XX.—Heirs’ attempts to sell heirship land 


Heirs who 
have at- Those who | Percentage 
, Agency tempted to were of success 
sell some successful 
interest 
0 Osage___ ll 8 72.7 
1 Pawnee... 83 33.7 
5 Potawatomie 61 37.7 
5 Shawnee. 93 37 39.4 
24 481 198 41.1 
TABLE XXI.—Heirs’ opinions concerning the sale of heirship land 
— Agencies Sell all Sell some None No answer | Total heirs 
tal 
irs Cheyenne and Arapaho, -....... 178 28 74 233 
180 25 45 52 202 
170 14 70 200 
= 1116 22 126 357 
at Tote. ii 5352.4. 1412 134 334 446 1, 326 
200 
357 1 Majority of those answering. 
|, 326 : q 
TaBLE XXII.—dHeirs owning lands in fee status 
Number Number 
Agency of heirs owning Approximate 
answering fee land percentage 
question 
al 
rs Cheyenne and 203 50 24.6 
357 
pare 1 The Census Bureau tabulation indicates 4 owning fee lands; however, an examination of the returns 
1, 326 divulged 6 fee land owners. 
TaBLE XXIII.—Heirs owning land in fee and method of acquisition! 
Heirs own- Fee No 
Agency ing = patent Purchase Inherit Gift answer 
ee 
tal 
irs Cheyenne and Arapaho-___-_- 50 0 23 20 2 5 
45 0 23 11 0 ll 
233 26 0 4 1 1 0 
28 1 12 5 1 9 
300 Potawatomie....-.....-.----- 38 1 22 7 0 8 
80 0 31 12 0 37 
200 
357 Wee: 247 2 115 56 4 70 
1, 326 1 Statistics concern only those heirs stating they owned land in fee. It does not mean these are the few 
Jee heirs owning lands in fee, since many heirs did not answer the question. See table X XII for statistics indi- 
cating total number answering the question compared to those owning lands in fee. 
2 The Census Bureau tabulation states that 5 heirs own lands in fee; however, an examination of the 
returns divulged 6 fee landowners. 


CHEYENNE AND ARAPAHO AGENCY . 


Questionnaires were mailed to 1,116 heirs of the Cheyenne and 
Arapaho Agency and 233 (approximately 20 percent) completed re- 
turns were received from adults. 


GENERAL INFORMATION 


Median age of Cheyenne and Arapaho heirs was in the 41- to 50- 
year category with the distribution as follows: 21 to 30, 31; 31 to 40, 30; 
41 to 50, 48; 51 and over, 122; no answer, 2. There are 110 males and 
121 females. One hundred and ninety-seven heirs have children with 
a total of 735. One hundred and forty-one are heads of households 
and 223 are members of the tribe (8 are not). The median Indian 
blood quantum is full with the distribution by category as follows: 
fullblood, 183 ; three-quarter blood, 12; one-half blood, 21; one-quarter 
or less Indian blood, 12; no Indian blood, 4; no answer, 1. Eighty- 
eight heirs live on the reservation, 140 live off and 5 did not answer. 
Eighty-nine heirs live on trust or restricted land, and 30 of this group 
are living off the reservation. Forty heirs received welfare assistance 
during 1958, and of this number 25 were living on the reservation. 

Income for 1958 was reported by 115 with the median being less than 
$1,000. Income by category was as follows: 0 to $1,000, 70; $1,001 to 
$2,000, 16 ; $2.001 to $3,000, 10; $3,001 to $4,000, 7; $4,001 and over, 12. 
It is interesting to note that when median incomes are computed for 
those living on the reservation as compared to those living off there is 
no difference; both groups are in the less than $1,000 category. When 
income is ovtatered by Indian blood quantum we find the fullblood 
median is less than $1,000; three-quarter blood median is between 
$3,001 and $4,000; one-half blood is between $2,001 and $3,000; and 
one-quarter or less Indian blood median is between $3,001 and $4,000. 

Occupations of the heirs were reported as follows: 


Housewife Common laborer 

Farm laborer Federal Government employee___-_-_ 
Unemployed Armed services 
Truck driver Dry cleaner 

Nurses aid Disabled veteran 


Construction work Church worker < 


Dormitory attendant Fireman__ 

Lumber yard worker__.._..__.---- Gas station attendant 
Detective 
Arts and crafts Nurse 


Director, public 
Tribal official wai 
Salesman 


Restaurant 
Saleswoman__ 
Circus 


Aircraft metal Disabled 

Factory work Painter 

Plasterer Rancher 

Aircraft Worker Machinist 

Aircraft mechanic Orchard owner 
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INTERESTS IN HEIRSHIP LAND 


The heirs reported owning interests in 717 estates and 77 were public 
domain allotments. Forty heirs live on heirship land and 38 of this 
group are fullbloods. Median age of those living on heirship land is 
over 51, 12 received welfare assistance, median income from heirshi 
interests was between $201 and $250, 7 ranch or farm the heirship land, 
and 9 own other lands in fee status. 

Income from heirship land was reported by 182 with the median 
falling between $101 and $150, distribution by categories was as fol- 
lows: 0 to $50, 48; $51 to $100, 30; $101 to $150, 19; $151 to $200, 14; 
$201 to $500, 52; $501 to $1,000, 15 ; $1,001 to $2,000, 1; $2,001 and over, 
3. Seventy-six heirs visited heirship interests in 1959, 71 between 
1958 and 1949, 3 between 1948 and 1939, 6 sometime prior to 1939, and 
77 did not answer. Unfortunately it was not practical to tabulate 
those who had never visited their heirship interests, since this informa- 
tion was generally within the answer to one of the other questions, 
making it extremely difficult to tabulate. Median distance from their 
heirship land is less than 1 day’s drive (300 miles), with 165 heirs liv- 
ing from 0 to 300 miles away, 9 living between 301 and 600 miles, 4 
living between 601 and 900 miles away, and 38 not reporting. 


ACTIONS 


Eleven heirs ranch or farm heirship lands in which they own an 
interest, while 31 have used such land within the past 10 years. This 
indicates an approximately 73 percent decrease in the use of heirship 
land by heirs within the past 10 years. Ninety-nine heirs have at- 
temped to sell heirship interests and 32 have succeeded. Of those 
succeeding the majority sold to other Indians, while only two reported 
sale to the tribe. In 5 cases the tribe was unsuccessful in attempting 
to purchase a 4 interests, and in 11 cases other Indians were 


unsuccessful. The heirs themselves reported attempting to buy out 
other heirs in 14 cases. 


OPINIONS AND PROPOSALS 


Thirty-nine heirs plan to live on heirship interests in the future 
and 29 plan to ranch or farm such land in the future. When asked 
if they wanted to sell or exchange some or all of their interests in 
heirship lands, 49 wanted to sell or exchange some, 60 wanted to sell 
or exchange all, 102 none, and 5 did not answer. One of the questions 
jority wanted to sell or exchange some or all. One of the questions 
asked the heirs was whether they wanted the Bureau of Indian Affairs 
to continue control of heirship lands. One hundred and seventy-one 
wanted such control continued, 29 wanted controls removed and 33 
did not answer. Some of the reasons given for retaining or removing 
Bureau control over heirship lands were as follows: 


RETAIN BUREAU CONTROL 


I am getting old and sickly all the time. I need the Indian Bureau 
for my protection. 


15418 So I wont worry about taxes. 


15032 I think the Government can handle the land better as there are so 
many heirs. 


* 15446 
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Absentee ownership is simplified by governmental watchdog. 

We'd get what’s coming to us without sharing with some lawyer. 

Because, I am not able to handle the land myself. 

Impossible for the numerous heirs to negotiate leases. 

Because I can go to the office and talk to the agent. 

Because my interest is too small. 

Because I’m not educated enough to understand any business trans- 
actions. 

Because it gives us better protection on our lands from white people. 

Because I feel that I will get better protection by the Government 
administering the land for me. 

It just that I can’t work every day. 

Government control of my heirship land to be under trust status. 

If the land is ever sold there wouldn’t be any taxes. 

Because I am safe from white land sharks. 

I am incapable of handling it myself. 

Because it is the best way, Indians can’t handle the land themselfs. 

For the better interests of Indian welfare. 

Because I’m getting old and want to be under Government. I’m 
afraid I might lose my land because I want to leave to my grand- 
children. 

For the protection of my individed interests. 

Because I can’t be there to see about the land. It is too far. 

Because the Bureau can take care of it better than I can. 

For the benefit of the old people that haven’t education and speak 
little English and need an income. 

I would not know how to handle my lease or land sale. 

As I know from experience the Indian does not have any legal experi- 
ence to speak of. 

For the welfare of all Indians—no taxes. 

I am blind and need supervision. 

For security. 

I’m not competent and wish to keep it in trust status on my own 
allotment. 

For my protection and not have to pay taxes. 

As long as it’s in trust. 

As long as it’s in trust. 

As long as it’s in trust. 

Because I am old and wish to stay secure in the protection of Govern- 
ment control. 

They are in a better position to handle. 

He has carried my problem in good care. 

I do not have much business ability. 

I would like to sell all my share of land but it’s undivided land. 

I would rather have the Indian Bureau to handle all business of lands 
as some biggest landholders are incompetent. 

But I would like all restrictions removed so we can lease as we want 
to and collect when we want to, take all the rules away. Leave the 
soil conservation in. 


15932D_ I have four boys and they want to raise cattle. 


15873 


15812 
15212 
15196 
14819 
15018 
15694 
15824 
15211 


14822 


There are too many heirs to the heirship tracts in which I own an 
interest, and my share’s so small, that it would not be to my advantage 
to have it otherwise. 

I do not understand the business handling of the white man’s way, 
I’m satisfied under the Government control. 

So we will not pay taxes. We may not be able to collect our rentals, 
ete., so I prefer to keep its present control. 

The heirship land can be advertised for lease and for sale which 
is satsfactory especially to the out-of-State resident. 

Too many crooked white men always trying to steal the Indian’s land. 

For control of leasing, ete. 

Feel that the Bureau will represent my interests more fairly. 

Because they handle it better. 

I am an Indian—uneducated to handle my business in a white man’s 
way—sickly. 

So I can have regular income. 
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15880 
15061 
15818 
15030 
15725 
15855 
14989 
14969 
14845 
15686 
15247 
14871 
15720 
15932 
15266 
14983 
15742 
15508 
15887 
15678 
15897 
15932 
15048 
15747 
15243 
15401 
15277 
15197 
15583 
15292 
15690 
15841 
15398 
15766 
15055 
15475 
14970 
15721 


15502 
15297 


15616 
15430 


15095 


15399 
15903 


15828 
15033 
14895, 
15799 
15804 
15056 
15221 
15410 
15183 
15636 
15609 


15642 
15444 


15594 


INDIAN HEIRSHIP LAND STUDY 223 


Old age soon for me and husband. 
_ are not ready to assume responsibility to manage their 
affairs. 

I have reached the age when I can no longer withstand a day’s work. 

They have done a marvelous job, which otherwise would turn out in 
a muddle, by acting as a mediator. 

There are so many heirs to this land I think the Government can take 
care of it better. 

Not prepared to look after it—incompetent. 

They have controlled it up to now and I just want them to keep con- 
trolling the land. 

Because it’s our one source of income for many years. Rather than 
1 or 2 years. 

To best interest of all concerned. 

Not competent to care for it. 

They have more than adequately handled my affairs. 

Some of the Indians are not capable of taking care of their own 
interest. 

I think it best for the older ones. 

The people have no business ability. 

Most of our people do not have enough experience to handle their own 
business concerning these lands. 

I think the Government has done good job in keeping my land in 
good protection. 

I grew accustomed to the Government taking care of my land as it is 
now. 

I am old—need Government to keep control of my lands and property 
and rights. 

Because I am old, and cannot get out and work. 

I think the Indian Bureau is doing a nice job by keeping its control 
of the land. 

The Northern Cheyenne Tribe of Montana should be the last tribe 
to be terminated. They are the poorest tribe in the United States and 
are still neglected. 

Old age. 

I wouldn’t know how to control my own affairs. 

Because we need it. 

Because I have a better chance to support my family, because of no 
high school education. 

I wouldn’t know how to take care of myself and children. 

Because the Indian Bureau has been doing a good job. Why should 
we put them out now. 

My own source of income. 

Because I have no education. I have a better chance to support 
and make a living for my family. 

Because they have handled it satisfactorily to this date. 

Feel that they would fairly represent my interests. 

The majority of our people are still not yet educated enough to make 
good use of their land or the money from land sales. 

Because in this particular case there are too many heirs, too separated 
to make it feasible for anyone except the Government to handle it. 

I think the Government is doing just fine in managing our affairs. 

Not able to handle affairs. 

I feel that some of us Indians need the supervision of the U.S. Govern- 
ment in handling our land affairs. 

Because we are used to Government control—if it wasn’t we would 
be landless Indians. 

Because there are some Indians who have not enough education to 
really know about business transactions. 

Because it is to my better interest. 

Too many heirs. 

I believe it will be to my best interest. 

For my own benefit. 

If you let these Cheyenne sell their land, the money would be gone 
in a week. 

I am not familiar with the laws on this but believe Government should 
keep control for some length of time. 


15932 
15858 
15443 
14862 
15117 
15409 
15366 : 
15002 
15679 
15882 
14955 
14889 
15394 
15536 
15932 
15271 
15869 : 
15037 
15425 


15576 


15146 
15872 


15155 


15738 
15217 
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It’s tax free. 

Not able to handle. 

Because my tribe is not able to take care of themselves yet, not able 
to be on its own in many ways. 

Because the Indian Bureau can control my land better than I can. 

There are so many heirs that I think the Government could take care 
of it better. 

We may get some kind of settlement. 

Because I like the way the Indian Bureau controls your land. 

For protection so the Indians won’t be cheated. 

It is wise to want the Government to handle it. 

Because most of the children of this age are not able to manage or 
control what little they own. 

To keep the Indian from selling more land. 

The Indian Bureau has taken very good care of my interests as I 
cannot see to it myself. ‘ 

Iam satisfied with management. 

Northern Cheyenne tribe is 25 years behind all other tribes in the 
United States. 

There are too many heirs and the tax would be a problem. 

I have undivided interest on all heirship holdings. 

Because J cannot handle them as yet myself. I still need the restric- 
tions of the Government. 

Hope to have a little income from it. 

Because in the past they have done a good enough job to suit me 
even though I do not intend to ever live on any of the land. 

Not able to take care of it. 

Because I can’t afford tax payments. 

It is very hard to pay taxes besides I’m getting old, 

Because I do not know the meaning of land valuation—to me soil 
is just ground. Government bas experts who can avoid unnecessary 
errors I would make. 


REMOVE BUREAU CONTROL 


Because it holds me back from improving my home. 

I think that this tract should be sold and the money divided as there 
are many heirs. 

Need of money. 

Because the hold back progress to better your self. 

Too many heirs with small interests—should be sold. 

Too many heirs, some heirs receive only a few cents a year on rent, 
should be sold. 

I can’t do anything with the land that will be any benefit to me. 

Because of rules and control of the Indian Office. 

I draw welfare and not allowed to have property. 

So we could get little money every year. 

Because I live here in Wyoming and it’s hard for me to control my 
land leases from here. 

To much Government redtape. 

I feel like I’ve had enough education and I’ve been independent since 
I have been married and I pay taxes. 

Because I do not have enough land to collect enough money to make 
a living. 

The Indian should learn to do his or her own transactions on land. 

All heirship lands have from 4, 5, 6, and as many as 69 heirship 
holders in one allotment. 

I do not think the Indian Bureau knows how to manage or control 
the heirship lands; if it was we won’t have so much trouble as now 
or have not been able to solve the heirship problem. 

Trying to collect is more expensive than small yearly lease rental. 
If released could be sold and invested with a trust company. 

Working for the mission board, I am sent to different charges among 
different tribes. 

It takes too long to get lease signed and have to wait too long for the 


mney. 
I would benefit more it all was sold. 
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15074 
15551 
15157 
15290 
15035 
15449 
15630 
15884 
15871 

15166 
14987 
15036 
15819 
15213 
15108 
15237 
15830 
15538 
15040 
15852 
15643 
14910 
15699 
15521 
14583 
15222 
15523 
15209 
15600 
15332 
15080 
15404 
15335 
15608 
15784 
15712 
15637 
15107 
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Question 26b asked the heirs if they would want their interests 
sold and the money divided. Seventy-eight wanted all interests sold, 
28 some, and 53 none, 74 did not answer the question. Therefore a 
majority of those answering do want some or all of their heirship 
interests sold. While this is quite clear as to majority opinion, the 
question arises as to whether this is opposed by any particular group 
within the heirs. We have therefore cross tabulated the answers to 
this question by various categories, i.e. blood quantum, residence, etc., 
to determine if there is any significant difference of opinion held by 
particular groups of heirs. 


(26b) I would like to have the tract(s) of heirship land in which I own an 
interest sold and my share of the money paid to me. 


Categories Sell Sell None No 
all some answer 
10 3 7 ll 
15 2 6 7 
22 5 3 18 
30 18 37 37 
1 0 0 1 
78 28 53 74 
48 14 24 24 
29 14 29 49 
1 0 0 1 
78 28 53 74 
67 22 46 62 
ll 6 7 
0 0 0 I 
78 23 53 74 
18 31 47 
32 10 19 22 
1 0 3 5 
78 28 53 74 
64 22 40 57 
5 3 1 3 
6 1 5 9 
2 2 5 3 
1 0 2 i 
0 0 0 1 
78 28 53 74 
30 a 13 36 
45 19 40 36 
3 0 0 2 
78 23 53 74 
28 10 18 33 
47 18 34 35 
3 0 1 6 
Living on heirship land: 
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Categories Sell Sell None No 
all some answer 
Income from heirship 
Farm or ranch heirship land: t 
78 28 53 74 
Own fee land: 


An examination of the above cross tabulation indicates that in the 
age brackets those heirs 51 and over are not as prepared to sell some 
or all land as the other age groups. In the cross tabulation by sex it 
is apparent the females are not as ready to sell and have a higher per- 
centage of nonanswers to the question. Degree of blood indicates 
that those with one-quarter or =~ and those with no Indian blood 
do not want to sell their heirship land, while the others clearly want 
to sell all or some. Heirs living on heirship land do not want to sell 
any interests, and those with heirship incomes of over $500 generally 
do not want tosell. Heirs farming or ranching interests are opposed to 
sale. Generally it appears that the Cheyenne and Arapaho Agency 
heirs do not want to sell all heirship land but prefer selling on a 
selective basis. As a matter of interest we have cross tabulated ques- 
tion 25 concerning whether the heirs want to sell or exchange interests 
and question 26a concerning whether the heirs wanted Bureau super- 
vision retained over heirship lands, with question 26b asking if they 
wanted all their interests sold, as follows: 


Question 26b: I would like to have the tract(s) of heirship land in which 
I own an interest sold and my share of the money paid to me. 


Sell Sell None No 
all some answer 
26a. Retain Bureau control: 
42 22 48 59 
25. Sell or exchange undivided interests: 
14 18 6 ll 
53 3 1 3 
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Of those heirs wanting Bureau of Indian Affairs control retained, 
a majority wanted to sell some or all of their heirship interests. There 
is also a majority of those answering the question concerning sale that 
did not answer the question concerning Bureau control who want some 
or all of their interests sold. The heirs at Cheyenne and Arapaho 
Agency are evidently in favor of selling some of their land on a selec- 
tive basis. 

Question 26(c) asked if the heirs wanted all controls removed from 
their heirship lands so that the heirs themselves can handle it. The 
heirs were not in favor of this (136 to 38). 

Question 27 was an attempt to draw from the heirs suggestions 
to the Congress concerning possible solutions to the problem. The 
question was worded in such a way as to inform the Indians that 

sible solutions had been offered in the past and four of these were 
Fisted, then space was left for the heirs to make any recommendations 
he wanted. While the question was not intended to be one of multi- 
ple choice it was found that some heirs merely checked off one of 
the proposed solutions. Other heirs wrote in suggestions that coin- 
cided with one or the other of the suggested solutions. Thirty-three 
heirs felt that the majority of heirs should make all decisions con- 
cerning heirship land, 26 felt that those heirs owning more than 
half the tract should do so, 8 felt any one heir should be able to 
appeal to state courts for partition or sale, and 7 felt that all heirship 
probates should be handled by state courts. Suggestions written 
in by heirs follow: 


* 14869 I think it would be best if all heirship land sold and divided among 
heirs according to their share and would better relationship to all 
concerned. 

15088 I think it should be left like it is. 

15449 I think Congress should work for a settlement with the tribe so de- 
serving Indians will get something before they pass on. 

15884 I consider the committee to control the Indians’ interest or heirs 
interests. 

15157 Legal action allowing heirs to sell their shares to one Indian if he 
is able to buy or sell the tract to non-Indian, to get his share. 

15425 I think it should remain as is. 

15246 I’d rather have my own share of heirship land partitioned because of 
not agreeing on the sum of lessors. 

15450 Pay the tribes their just claims and make them feel free, so the civil 
rights law will be better. 

15237 Where there are too many heirs, land should be sold. 

15108 I think all heirship land should be sold, as some heirs live out of the 
State and it takes so much time just to renew a lease. 

15213 We'd like to see the tribe buy all the tracts in heirship status if they 
have sufficient amount of money. Why do you loan them money? 
Heirship problems then can be solved. 

15819 Keep all restrictions. 

14952 The past practice of all agreeing to sign lease papers has kept heirs 
from doing wrong. Keep past practice. 

15869 Sell all heirship land where there are more than 10 heirs. 

15932 waar the heirship land should be sold through Indian Bureau at sealed 

Ss. 

15894 I’m in favor of the present Government control. Of everything— 
leasing, settlement, heirship land, and land sales. 

14825 Sell all heir land. 

15404 Sell all heirship land. 


15222 To give us more free hand in deals of our own. 


1 Individual’s code number. 
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14538 I believe that where there are many heirs, as is the case with much 
of the Indian lands, the tract should be sold and the money divided 
among the heirs. 

15521 Po give us more liberty in dealing on our own such as leasing and 

ling. 

15335 Power attorney should be given Superintendent in all Indian Agency 
to sign leases, land sales, timber cutting, oil and gas leases. 

15687 I think the heirship land, all of it, should be sold—it would save the 
Government money and time. 

15221 The present stage of control is the best, although there are very few, 
if any, who are able to do business. 

15056 I am very much pleased the way it is, at the present. 

15799 Depends on individual and his capabilities. 

15033 I think all signatures of all heirs be obtained before the heirship land 
be leased. 

15594 I firmly believe that if the tribe got a loan from United States for its 
land program, the heirship problem would be solved to certain extent. 

15430 Set up a program whereby if an heir owned a large enough share he 
could borrow money to buy the rest of the land. 

15502 All should be under Federal control as before, for all older Indians. 

15277 I wish to sell my interests to the Northern Cheyenne Tribe or at least 
give them first preference. 

15702 Whatever the Indian Bureau wants to do is OK with me. 

15401 Would rather leave the matter under supervision as it is now, would 
not care to be under State supervision. 

15243 Would prefer to have supervision by the Indian Office and not by 
State courts or State law. 

15747 To remain just as we are. 

14959 All heirship land should be sold. 

15197 To be left just like it now is. 

14992 To hold all heirship land under the Government control. 

15475 If any land should be leased all the heirs should sign or OK everything. 

15055, I like the way it is being done at present. 

15873 I believe the heirship land problems would be settled if the Govern- 
ment would dispose of all such lands. 

14864 The Indian Bureau should hold control on all heirship land and all. 
heirs have equal rights. 

15644 All heirship land should be sold to ease paperwork of Indian Bureau. 

15048 Each educated (high school education, at least) heir should know 
what to do with his land. 

15897 I think undivided land should be divided, and where there are too. 
many heirs sell. 

15887 I think it should be all separated. 

15932 I do not think the Indian landowners are capable of handling their 
lands unrestricted. 

15720 Because if disposed of a person loses their bread and butter. 

14969 I don’t like or want to have the State courts of State law, anything 
to do with Indian lands. 

15725 I would like my share of land partitioned, but I don’t know how to go- 
about it, being just 25 acres. 


Five returns were received from heirs living on the Northern Chey- 
enne Reservation in Montana. All of these were evidently filled out 
someone on a typewriter and contained a mimeographed draft of a. 
bill to solve the heirship problem. The draft provides certain pur- 
chases and sales by the Northern Cheyenne Tribe. There does not 
seem to be a need for including the text of this since it does not apply 
to the Cheyenne and Arapaho Agency. It is, however, included in 
the Northern Cheyenne Agency report. 
Question 28 asked if the heirs owned land that was not held in trust. 
Of the 203 heirs answering the question, 50 (approximately 25 per- 


cent) owned fee lands. ‘T'wenty-three purchased the property, 20 
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Question 29 was an attempt to draw from the heirs any and all 
complaints concerning their heirship lands. It was worded in very 


general terms and was successful in its ones: Complaints by the 


heirs concerned difficulties of leasing, sel 


ing, and partitioning land 


being leased without the heirs approval, income from heirship land 
being doled out in small sums, no income being received from some 
lands, ete. The text of these complaints follow: 


15897 


15048 


15055 


14959 
15887 


15430 


14916 


15721 


15782 
15413 


14952 


Yes; there too many heirs and its worthless to any individual as it 
is undivided. We only get 22 cents off of one and 45 cents off another 
(lease) and I think land like that should be gotten rid of. 

My lease money is so small I haven’t even bothered to keep track of 
the payments or even know the tract numbers. That’s the reason why 
I have always been in favor of selling my heirship interests up until 
1958, however, I will not sell any land deeded to me or left in any will. 

Yes; I and my husband wanted to give our own allotments to our 
children, living, my own to my daughter and my husband to his son 
since we had passed 80 years of age and saw we could help them start 
on their own without waiting for us to die then go through redtape which 
would take about a lifetime to do it We could not get help any- 
where, so please Mr. Aspinall, the Chairman. I get enough to do me 
from the small tracts of land I own. I am old now and would like to 
see our wishes done. 

Too many heirs on one tract of land. 

I would like to know how to go about getting my land separated from . 
the others so I can start building on it one of these days. 

I own an undivided share in two tracts of land of the same size. My 
mother and I own half on each tract and the other halves are divided 
among seven other heirs. My mother and I have been trying to exchange 
our share on one tract for shares on the other tract, which would 
leave just two heirs, my mother and I on one tract. It would give them 
a larger share on one tract and expedite their leasing problems. It 
would be nice to have help in trying to do this. 

I would like very much to sell all the lands where there are too many 
heirs we have one that has 52 heirs and the rental realized from these 
leases are of no value. The reason I’d like to sell all these lands which 
are located in Oklahoma is that I have a home here in Wyoming and I 
would like to get it modernized as my children are growing up and I 
want to have everything for them. After all it will be theirs some day. 
Our share of these lands do not amount to very much. 

We make our home at , but we came to as my husband 
is a painter and can’t find a job at I would like to make a 5- 
year lease and collect in advance so that I may make a downpayment 
on a house here. If I could do that I’d then have a house and also my 
land. I do not have a home anywhere, I grew up in a tent and in 
Government schools. I would like to have the privilege of making my 
own lease and collecting as I want, when I want it. If I could get my 
money in one lump sum I could make better use of it, than to collect 
as it became due in small amounts. 

Too many heirs. 

There is a lot of expense in getting the heirs to sign a lease some 
only get 38 cents a year and it takes the area office a year to get a 
lease signed. Due to the fact some heirs are in other States. Our 
office requires that all legal heirs sign before approval. 

In selling Indian land, why don’t people in authority investigate the 
person who is trying to sell his property to go into business but cannot 
venture on his own business because no one wants to help or give any 
aid as to how a person can get a permit to sell his property. Maybe 
possible the Indian Agency, are afraid if all competent Indians sell 
their property their jobs will not be secure. Give the competent Indian 
his means of getting his own business by letting him sell his property. 
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15425 


15450 
15108 


15818 


15030 


15414 


15000 


15521 


15637 


INDIAN HEIRSHIP LAND STUDY 


Yes; it is difficult to find out about the affairs of one’s agency—tax 
problems which are in litigation, general agency affairs, etc. when oae is 
not close to the agency. I have never lived on the Cheyenne-Arapahoe 
Reservation in Oklahoma and my inheritance was a surprise to me until 
someone informed me it was possible that I had such an inheritance. 
Personal checks upon property have had to be made in order to find out 
status of property and not always successful. 

Ping special problem only, basis problem, pay them and make them 


We have oil and gas lease on this certain allotment ——. I signed 
the lease a few months ago and I went to the Cheyenne-Arapahoe 
Agency at Concho, Okla. and was told four of the heirs was holding it 
up who are out of the State and their addresses were unknown, problem 
like this should be sign by our own field representative. 

My father was a Southern Cheyenne and has land in Oklahoma, I do 
not know if I have an interest in the land I never did hear from Concho 
office. Sure would be glad to know if I am one of the heirs. I am the 
oldest boy of , 1 never did hear what was done with my father’s 
estate. 

Nothing concrete except that in the past the collection for lease has 
been very lax. I not only could not receive information from the 
Cheyenne and Arapahoe Agency but the lessee would not answer my 
queries and has been at one time more than a year delinquent in pay- 
ment. Further, I have received checks for which there was no explana- 
— and such checks were issued by the Finance Officer at Muskogee, 

la. 

I have no special problem on my land. I have tried to sell it but bids 
were below the appraised value. One bid $5,600 the first time and the 
second time it came up for sale the bid was $5,400 so it was turned down 
by the Cheyenne and Arapahoe Subagency at Concho, Okla. If there 
were any other way I can sell this 40 acres that is what I like to do 
right away. 

We have troubles having the heirs sign lease that own a minor share 
because many of them are away in different parts of the country and 
they are required to sign. 

I am an heir on a tract with 26 heirs and a lease can never be agreed 
on. The major heirs could settle this easily without the lessee contact- 
ing everyone especially since the most of us get less than $10 a year. 
The heirs owning the small shares spend more running theirs down than 
they actually have coming. 

A matter of land sold about 15 years ago. Wheat dealer who has 
build an elevator has not paid for the land. The Indian office has not 
done anything about it. My part I could use the money now and by 
right I have that coming, either by sale or lease. Lots more heirs are 
coming in these 15 years and lots of heirs could use the money. So you 
see how we are tied down by rules. We think that something should 
be done. This land is near , Okla. 

I think all the Indian heirs land should be sold for the reasons that 
it takes month and weeks to get all the heirs to sign leases. Still better, 
I would like to see the Government turn the Indian loose and let him 
transact his own business. 

The heirs and myself would like to sell the heirship land to buy 
my own home and a small tract of land for gardening and also to own 
my own property. 

Well in some heirship land there are about 30 or 40 persons and one 
land and it is hard to get them all together to sign a lease. I think with 
that many persons on one land, it’s best to sell the place. 

Yes, I have some interest in some land around Kingfisher, Okla., in 
which I am an heir. The Oil Co. come around and tried to force 
me to sign or I wouldn’t get any of the lease money. They were success- 
ful in getting the least OK’d someway at the Indian office at Concho 
without my signature or my uncle’s who had a one-fourth interest. We 
were holding out for a better price. Nevertheless they went on ahead 
and leased it. I have never received any of the bonus or lease money 
out of it. It’s going on 2 years now. Personally, I don’t think it’s 
right. Who gets the money on the deal like that? Or are they just 
leasing shares for nothing? 
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Not particularly, only the checks I receive from the U.S. Department 
of Indian Offairs, from Anadarko and Muskogee, Okla. I don’t know 
from what tracts they come but I get them, and every little bit helps at 
my age and out of employment. 

I formerly got $229 for my 40 acres share but because of the land 
needing terracing, a share of my money is taken to pay for the land to be 
built up again. I don’t think this is fair to me, as my 40 acres sits on 
level in one corner of this 160-acre tract. 

My interest heirship land in Oklahoma was leased to some firm for 
oil and gas and others were leased too. I do not receive any explana- 
tion ; not know much of this heirship lands at this time. 

I tried to sell some of my estate land but one of the heirs 
didn’t want to sign any papers and I would like to try and sell it again 
because I don’t think I would ever get a chance to live on the land. I 
would like the committee to see if I can sell the estate I own. 

My sister and I own half interest on 160 acres. Application to sell 
the land more than half of heirs signed. This was 2 years ago and no 
action has been made to sell the land. Partly due to a will on 20 acres 
of the land that had to be determined. Two sisters now deceased, one 
of the sisters willed her share of 10 acres to a boy she had raised up; 
the daughter of the other sister is trying to break the will to obtain her 
aunt’s share which will willed to the boy. A daughter hired an attorney 
to handle the action. Since this action was being taken we tried to have 
the land partitioned, but it was said it couldn’t be done, until the 
action of the will was cleared up, and because one-half of the land would 
be valued more than the other. The land lies in such a way that it 
would value more than the other. When an individual wants to sell 
his land and keep half of his mineral interest, the buyer says he can’t 
borrow on the land because of not having complete ownership. 

It is almost impossible to obtain the cooperation of the minor heirs 
in improving the property. They do not want to share in the upkeep. 
They ignore all appeals for setting up a policy whereby a patent deed 
could be obtained. They are scattered over the entire country and it is 
next to impossible to get replies from your inquiries. The utter disre- 
gard for the rights of the major owner. It is difficult for agencies to 
compute fractional interests for minor heirs and I know of mistakes 
that have been made. I also know of transactions which were approved 
by Washington and proper records were issued making the deal legal. 
Several years later the party who purchased the land was notified that 
there was no record on file to the effect that this transaction took place. 
This necessitated a good deal of expense of having photostatic copies 
made of all records to prove ownership of land. What happened to the 
records? How about the bookkeeping method? Trespassing on Indian 
land is no longer the area office concern. If this happens the owner 
must go to court to prevent this unlawful encroachment. 

I’m 35 years of age and would like to sell my share, which I’m one 
of 14 heirs and another altogether, 340 acres. Average about $28 a year. 
Have a large family, not enough schools to provide for them—this is 
the only money I receive other than when I work as common laborer. 

I have interests in 19 or more heirship land. Some income from the 
land is very small. Though it is very small amount (lease money) I 
have not received any money from some of the places. Asa ward of the 
U.S. Government I feel that business like this should be explained to us. 

Yes, I have had many hard experiences in the heirship lands where 
I had some interests in varied size interests that create a lot of troubles 
in the past and have never seen any Bureau officials of any assistance 
or suggestions what to do for all concern. Even though an Indian may 
have sufficient money to either purchase or buy one or more heirs out 
the Indian Bureau officials don’t try to solve or help our Indians to 
gain a little more land. Because I have tried the same scheme or tried 
to sell my interest it never works. So under present existing condi- 
tions you might as well encourage every Indian with heirship problem 
to sell because nothing is going to solve the problem. 

I would like to sell, as I am not permanent in one certain place. 
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I do not have troubles with 40 acres I own but the other two places. 
The heirs that live in other towns never get the leases signed and all 
have to sign before we get any money. Right now we have an oil 
lease on my grandmothers place. The one that is out of State has never 
signed he is holding up all payments. They tell me all money is ready 
to be paid out as soon as he signs. That has been a year now. I sure 
could use it as I have no man to support me and I have two boys still 
going to school one 17 and one 12. 

Yes, there are too many heirs. The heirs are scattered all over the 
country making it difficult for leasing or selling. Therefore the land 
should be sold. Too much paperwork and in the end, receiving a small 
check. The tribe should buy the land and some landless Indian can 
borrow from tribal funds to buy and work the land. 

There are too many heirs on some of these Indian lands and more 
heirs are coming in as heirs when one of the heirs passes on to the happy 
hunting ground. Therefore making it difficult for all the heirs to sign 
the lease at the Indian living on other parts of the country. There is 
no way for an Indian to borrow the money so as to buy the other heirs 
out and have a place to live and call home. Here’s hoping something 
will be done to this problem as it is getting deeper and deeper. 

I don’t like the leasing problem as you can only draw 1 year lease 
at a time and when there are more than one heir the money has to be 
divided so there isn’t much you can buy with the amount you receive and 
the lessee doesn’t like to pay in advance as the rules are so strict that 
are put out by the office. 

One problem that I have on hand is I’ve been living in town of 
for over 20 years and I have been with this job for 16 years and I make 
from $60 to $70 a week to meet my bills such as paying my rent, utilities, 
children’s school fees and groceries. And by the time I pay all these 
out I have hardly any left. 

Now the question is I’m getting at a stage where I would like to buy 
me a home for the security of my children. Me and my other brothers 
and sister thought if this land was sold we could make a downpayment 
in buying home in town instead of spending the money on paying rent 
all these years. I have signed two tracts of land up for sale over 2 
years and no results and I have seen other land sales signed and ap- 


-proved and payed out why isit I can’t get no results? 


I would like to make a 10-year lease on my land (which is leased 
for cultivation) and use the money to repair my home. 

I have a small interest in two tracts of land and the majority of the 
heirs want to sell the land. We were told that we would all have to 
agree on the oil royalties and also told us that if an heir is a minor we 
would have to hold one-half of the oil royalties. The office said this 
was a law, so why do we have to agree on this if it is a law otherwise 
we would be breaking the law. On these two tracts there are about 35 
to 40 heirs it is hard to sell or lease when we have to sign all these 
heirs. We do every so often the Indian Office comes up with a new rule 
to break their old rule. 

I never have gotten papers or anything to see which land I had a 
share in. Neither did the welfare ever mention anything to me about 
it. I would very much like to know what share I own. 

I own 5 tracts of land , we now have 40 to 50 heirs on these 
heirship lands. We have a hard time making lease or getting money 
from these tracts as it takes a long time before we get our money on 
leasing time if we do not sell these heirship lands there will be more 
coming in. It will help the lessee and lessors and the people of the 
office to sell these heirship lands. Sometimes I always wish I could 
buy these other heirs out on their shares. 

Yes, a few years back the petroleum company leased the 
property to which I am an heir to and each heir was to receive over 
$200, and to this date I have received one $10 check and one for a little 
over $10. I would like to receive the remaining sum in a lump sum. 

My four brothers and myself have a two-third interest in 160 acres 
of our mothers allotment at Our father who acquired the re- 


maining one-third interest in the same property upon the death of our 
mother in 1917, also died in 1949. In settling our father’s estate, the 
State is saying that taxes on our fathers one-third interest is due from 
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1917 to the present. My brothers and I do not know of nor are we 
aware of any law saying that the land in question was not under the 
Indian Office’s jurisdiction at Concho, Okla. where the leases were made 
and to which the money was sent annually. Why should we pay taxes 
on the one-third for such an ungodly length of time? 

Yes, to me, becoming an heir to this land has caused me more trouble 
than if I had none at all. 

Power of attorney should be given Indian agency head to have heir- 
ship land easier to sell when some of the heirs live in far off States and 
countries. We have had a great deal of difficulty trying to sell heirship 
land. The heirs are continually increasing until now we have from 4 
to 23 heirs in short time. Heirs are scattered and when we attempt to 
mail applications they usually don’t return. 
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Kiowa AGENCY 


Questionnaires were mailed to 2,661 heirs of the Kiowa Agency 
and 300 (approximately 11 percent) completed returns were received 
from adults. 

GENERAL INFORMATION 


Median age of Kiowa heirs is in the 41- to 50-year category, with 
the distribution as follows: 21 to 30, 58; 31 to 40, 77; 41 to 50, 62; 
51 and over, 97; no answer, 6. There are 164 males and 131 females 
(5 did not answer the question). Two hundred and thirty-seven heirs 
have children, with a total of 940. One hundred and eighty-four heirs 
are heads of households and 290 are members of the tribe, 5 are not, 
and 5 did not answer. The median blood quantum is full, with the 
following distribution : fullbloods, 210 ; three-quarter bloods, 38 ; half- 
bloods, 40; one-quarter or less Indian blood, 6; no Indian blood, 3; 
and 3 did not answer. Fifty-one heirs live on the reservation, 236 
live off, and 13 did not answer. One hundred and twelve heirs live on 
trust or restricted land, 177 do not, and 11 did not answer. Of those 
living on trust land, 60 lived off the reservation. Twenty-seven heirs 
received welfare assistance during 1958, and of this number 26 lived 
off the reservation. 

Median income for all heirs reporting is between $1,001 and $2,000, 
but for heads of households it is just about $3,000. Income categories 
of the heirs were 0 to $1,000, 76; $1,001 to $2,000, 17; $2,001 to $3,000, 
8; $3,001 to $4,000, 23; $4,001 and over, 48; no answer, 128. Median 
income for off-reservation heirs is just about $2,000, whereas the 
median for on-reservation heirs is less than $1,000. When income 
is computed by blood quantum we find the fullblood median between 
$1,001 and $2,000, three-quarter blood median at just about $2,000, 
halfblood median at just about $4,000, and one-quarter or less at just 
about $1,500. 

Occupations of the heirs were reported as follows: 


Housewife 98 | Cosmetician 1 
Laborer 25 Barber 1 
Federal Government employee_-_ 13 | X-ray technician 1 
Carpenter 7 | Finance company employee_____- 1 
Teacher 5 | Saleswoman 1 
Mechanic 4| Warehouse foreman 1 
Clerk 3| Appliance repairman___________ 1 
Painter 8| Heavy equipment operator____ p 
Secretary 2} Switchman (railroad) 1 
Rancher Welder 1 
Student 2| Shipper 1 
Musician__ 1} Electrician 1 
Dormitory attendant____._______ 1| Farmer 27 
Registered nurse 1| Retired 16 
Aircraft inspector 1| Armed services 7 
Dietician Minister 5 
Surveyor 1| Farm labor 5 
Horse trainer 1| Truck driver 4 
Disabled 1] Student 3 
Telephone company__........... 1| Waitress 2 
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Factory 2) Self-employed 1 
Telephone Artist 1 
Logger 2| Hospital orderly 1 
Recreation director_____._._____-- 1| Conservation aid 1 
Entertainer 1} Engineer 1 
Insurance salesman 1| Administrative assistant________ 1 
Stenographer 1} Oil well cementer 1 
Domestic 1] Upholsterer 1 
Sheet-metal 1| Steelworker 1 
Gas station owner. 1/ Disabled 1 
Drycleaner 1| Crafts 1 
Hotel manager. 1! Aircraft mechanic 1 


INTERESTS IN HEIRSHIP LAND 


The heirs reported owning 901 heirship interests; 90 of these were 
in — domain allotments. Thirty-seven heirs live on heirship land 
and 32 of this number are fullbloods. Median age bracket of this 
group is 51 and over, three received welfare assistance in 1958, median 
income from heirship interests was approximately $500, 11 farm or 
ranch the land, and four own fee finds elsewhere. 

Income from heirship land was reported by 223 and the median 
was between $151 and $200, with the distribution as follows: $0 to 
$50, 32; $51 to $100, 36; $101 to $150, 28; $151 to $200, 23; $201 to 
$500, 61; $501 to $1,000, 30; $1,001 to $2,000, 9; $2,001 and over, 4. 
One hundred and eight heirs visited some of their interests in 1959, 
121 between 1950 and 1949, 10 between 1948 and 1939, 2 at sometime 
prior to 1939, and 59 did not answer. Unfortunately, it was not 
practical to tabulate those who had never visited their heirship inter- 
ests at all, since this information was generally within the answer 
to one of the other questions, making it extremely difficult to tabulate. 
Median distance lived from heirship land is less than a day’s drive 
(300 miles). One hundred and eighty-four heirs lived within 300 
miles, 18 between 301 and 600 miles, 8 between 601 and 900 miles, 32 
more than 900 miles, and 58 did not answer. 


ACTIONS 


Thirteen heirs farm or ranch land in which they hold an heirship 
interest, while 16 have done so within the past 10 years. This indi- 
cates a decrease in the use of heirship land by heirs for farming or 
ranching of approximately 44 percent. One hundred and thirty-four 
heirs have attempted to sell heirship interests and 70 have succeeded. 
In 64 of the cases the land was disposed of to an individual. The 
tribe has attempted to buy heirship tracts from six heirs without 

Tnatats have attempted to acquire heirship interests 
unsuccessfully in 20 cases. The heirs themselves have in 29 cases at- 
tempted to purchase the interests of other heirs. 


OPINIONS AND PROPOSALS 


Eighty-six heirs plan to live on heirship land in the future and 
80 intend to ranch or farm it. When asked if they wanted to sell 
or exchange some or all of their heirship interests, 76 heirs said some, 
57 all, 141 none, and 26 did not answer. The majority of those an- 
swering, therefore, do not want to sell or exchange any. One of the 
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— asked of the heirs was whether they wanted the Bureau of 
ndian Affairs to continue control of heirship lands. Two hundred 
and ten wanted the Bureau control retained, 37 wanted it removed, 
and 53 did not answer. Some of the reasons given for removal or 
retention of Bureau control follow : 


* 15973 
16580 
17102 
17900 


16060 


16178 


17319 
16418 
16083 
16253 


17394 


REMOVE BUREAU CONTROL 


I don’t like for the Indian Bureau to have control of my land. 

The Indian Bureau does not have the individual’s interest in mind. 

Some are capable of transacting own business. 

“There’s too much troubles having other heirs to sign when leasing 
time. 

Because the Indian agency does not seem to obtain maximum benefits 
for the Indian, that is, monetary value on leases and sale of lands, 
and many times the individual can do better by his own negotiations. 
ae to the present setup, it is years behind in knowledge and waste 

money. 

Because I want my patent and fee on this 80 acres I own, so I could 
stay on welfare. 

Because I can settle all my differences with three brothers in court. 

I have been trying for 4 years to sell my interest in 80 acres and have 
not as yet. 

Because that will give the Indians a chance to learn how to work 
instead of depending on other people to do it for them. 

I want control myself. 

I want to do my own business as a white man by leasing out the 
places the way I wanted it. 

I think it would help bring about lower taxation for the people by 
U.S. Government. 

I just don’t think they do efficient job. 

Too much redtape. 

Because the Indian Bureau won't let you or anyone that has interest 
in land know about anything in the office. 

There are too many on the two heired lands and we have trouble, can’t 
get together on things. 

Too much redtape. 

I am able to handle my own business. 

Because I never plan to make use of it. 
whee of too much heirship land that we Indians would soon lose 

taxes. 

So that soil conservation will be assured. 

Gives us some protection (small as it is) from unscrupulous indi- 
viduals, and due to the inability of some of the heirs to handle busi- 
ness matters of this nature. 

I don’t know where my land is located and how much I have. 

I cannot give the land my undivided attention. 

Because there are eight heirs and we never get together on anything. 

The average Indian is not able to lease or sell land without the help 
of the Indian Bureau. 

Bureau control insures less abuse of land by renters: Majority of In- 
dian landowners are in the ow income bracket and could not afford to 
pay for maintenance and repairs required ; therefore, look to the renters 
to take care of property, Soil conservation practices enforced by Bu- 
reau are increasing value of Indian property. 

Because the interests are undivided. 

Because I do not live close enough to handle it or control my land. 

Not able to pay taxes. 

There are many who are illiterate, therefore are pushed into things 
they know nothing about. 

Because the taxes on the land would be higher than the land is worth. 


* Individual’s code number, 
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16118 Government care can help the Indian, if left to his own would end up 
on State relief. 
17418 Because this is the fairest way we can receive the most rental, and 
also the Bureau see that the improvements are kept in good condition. 
Question 26b asked the heirs if they would want their interests 
sold and the money divided; 66 wanted all the land sold, 40 wanted 
some sold, 83 did not want any sold, and 111 did not answer. There- 
fore, the majority of those answering the question want some or all 
heirship land sold. While this is quite clear as to majority opinion, the 
question arises as to whether the minority opinion is held by any Bo a 
ticular group within the heirs. We have, therefore, cross tabulated the 
answers to this question by various categories, i.e. blood quantum, resi- 
dence, etc., to determine if there is any significant difference of opinion 
held by particular groups of heirs. 


(26b) I would like to have the tract(s) of heirship land in which I own an 
interest sold and my share of the money paid to me. 


Categories Sell Sell None No 
all some answer 
Age: 
66 40 &3 lil 
Sex: 
26 21 36 48 
NO ch 0 0 1 4 
Have children: 
49 39 62 87 
No answer : 0 0 0 3 
Total... 66 40 83 lll 
Head of household: 
66 40 83 lll 
Degree of Indian blood: 
Fullblood 48 31 54 77 
bleod 6 6 14 12 
blood___- 9 3 ll 17 
\% or less 3 0 1 2 
No answer 0 0 1 2 
Total 66 40 83 lll 
Live on reservation: 
Live on trust or restricted land: 
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Categories Sell Sell None No 
all some answer 
Live on heirship land: 
Income from heirship land: 
14 16 15 18 
14 4 21 38 
Total...... 66 40 83 lil 
Farm or ranch heirship land: 
Own fee land: 


An examination of the cross tabulation indicates that a majority 
of heirs in all age groups want to sell some or all of the heirship land 
however, in the age grouping of 51 and over this majority is by only 
one. None of the age groups have a majority wanting to sell all heir- 
ship land. Those heirs not having children are opposed to selling: 
any heirship land whereas the majority of the heirs orien children 
want some or all sold. By degree of blood we find the fullbloods are 
in favor of selling some or all, while the three-fourths bloods and those 
heirs without any Indian blood want to retain all interests. Income 
from heirship land cross tabulation shows those heirs receiving less 
than $50 a year from their interests want to sell all, whereas those 
earning between $101 and $150 do not want to sell any. The group 
with incomes between $1,001 and $2,000 are also against sale of heir- 
ship land. Heirs that ranch or farm lands in which they hold an 
undivided interest do not want to sell any heirship land. Heirs own- 
ing lands in fee are evenly divided with 16 wanting to sell some or all 
and 16 wanting to retain all interests. Generally the tabulation indi- 
cates that where income from heirship land is less than $50 the heirs 
want to sell all the interests, and most other cases they want to sell 
some or all. 

As a matter of interests we have cross tabulated question 25 con- 
cerning whether the heirs want to sell or exchange interests and ques- 
tion 26a concerning whether the heirs wanted Bureau supervision 
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retained over heirship lands, with question 26b asking if they wanted 
all their interests sold, as follows: 


Question 26b: I would like to have the tract(s) of heirship land in which I 
own an interest sold and my share of the money paid to me. 


Sell all |Sellsome| None No an- 
swer 
26a. Retain Bureau control: 
Total 66 40 83 lil 
25. Sell or exchange undivided interests: 
14 36 8 18 
No answer. 3 0 2 21 
Total_- 66 40 83 


The cross tabulation shows that those heirs in favor of continued 
Government control of the land are against sale (73 to 68). Heirs 
wanting the control removed are in favor of selling heirship land and 
those heirs not answering the question are also in favor of selling all 
heirship land. Some heirs wanted to sell or exchange some but when 
answering question 26b they wanted to sell all. Perhaps this group is 
in favor of selling heirship land but only if the Federal Government 
handles the paperwork. 

Question 26 (c) asked if the heirs wanted all controls removed from 
their heirship lands so they and the other heirs could handle the land 
themselves. One hundred and seventy-two did not want the controls 
removed, 47 did, and 81 did not answer. 

Question 27 was an attempt to draw from the heirs suggestions to 
the Congress concerning possible solutions to the problem. The ques- 
tion was worded in such a way as to inform the Indians that possible 
solutions had been offered in the past and four of these were listed, 
then space was left for the heirs to make any recommendations they 
wanted. While the question was not intended to be one of multiple 
choice it was found that some heirs merely checked off one of the pro- 
posed solutions. Other heirs wrote in suggestions that coincided with 
one or the other of the proposed solutions, and others had new ideas. 
Of those checking off 54 wanted a majority of heirs given authority 
to decide what would be done with the land, 44 wanted those heirs 
owning more than half to decide, 10 wanted all probates placed under 
state courts and state law, 8 wanted each heir to have authority to 
appeal to state courts for sale or partition. Suggestions made by 
other heirs follow : 


* 18004 I would still prefer to have all heirs sign a lease or land sale. I do 
not go along with the above suggestions and would strongly oppose 
having any of them apply to our land. They would only make it easier 
for the Indians to dispose of their land at ridiculously low prices, to the 
first party that shows them a couple of dollars. 

18357 Leave as is. 
18140 I firmly agree trust restrictions and Indian Bureau controls removed, 
would be helpful to clear the problem of exchange and sales. 


1 Individual’s code number. 
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By now if the Indians can’t partition off their tracts of land and 
operate it on their own they will need aid from now on. 

I believe the problem of getting signature transactions could be elim- 
inated by having only one to sign for the others. If the bonuses the 
lessee pays to get all signature were eliminated the problem would be 
solved. 

Give us authority to sell heirship land where there are too many 
eirs. 

Provide a way for one to buy the other heirs out. 

I see nothing wrong with the present method of all heirs signing. 

Give us authority to sell heirship land with too many heirs. 

‘ Give us authority to sell all heirship lands where there are too many 
eirs. 

I think the agency could handle leases and settle with us like before. 

The present method of handling the leasing, partitioning, selling, or 
cutting of timber on heirship lands is acceptable to me. 

I would rather let things as they are now being taken care of. 

The present “trust period” is still the best for us, though it may have 
‘aults. 

When a legal action is brought about it always applies to all. Cases 
should be studied individually. 

Am satisfied with conditions as they are now. Prefer all heirs give 
consent on anything pertaining to heirship land. 

Leave as it is. 

7 oo us authority to sell heirship land where there are too many 
eirs. 

Give us the authority to sell all heirship lands where there are too 
many heirs. 

Give us the authority to sell our heirship lands where there are too 
many heirs. 

We would like to have the land divided so the ones can keep it if 
Looe wish, and those who want to sell, will give us the first chance to 


uy. 

Release land to those with competence in dealings is sufficient. 

I think I would like to sell the land than to have my kinfolk have 
hard feelings toward each other. 

Congress should pass an act giving one power of attorney to act for 
a group provided he or she is competent. 

ete cg like the agency restrictions removed, so we could sell or 
trade. 

Turn it over to the owners. 

Give the Oklahoma Indians direct information as to what they can do 
to improve their lands, talk less about selling our lands and more about 
modern ranching or farming. Give the individual immediate loans and 
backing, make the American Indian proud again. 

The Federal Government must continue to exercise maximum control 
in order that the individual will be protected. 

Make it easier for the Indians to exchange land so as not to have too 
much undivided interest. 

Keep the land in same status. 

I think all the land with too many heirs be sold and the land with 
four or five heirs be kept, until too many comes into it. 

Give us the authority to sell our heirship lands where there are too 
many heirs. 

The Indians should keep their land under the Government and the 
Government should keep their promise that was given to them in treaty. 

Leave everything just like it is. Don’t changea thing. It would only 
complicate things. 

Where there are a number of heirs, the land should be bought by one 
of the heirs, if possible. 

You have to settle the heirship. The only fair way is to sell and di- 
vide the money, not the land. 


Question 28 asked if the heirs owned land that was not held in 
trust. Of the 267 answering the question 45 (approximately 17 per- 
cent) did own fee lands. irty-four explained how they acquired 
such land, with 23 purchasing it and 11 inherited it. 
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Heirs owning fee land were all members of the tribe, median age is 
in the 41 to 50 years of age category, median blood quantum is full 
five live on the reservation, eight live on trust land, one received wel- 
fare assistance during 1958, median income is in the $3,001 to $4,000 
category, four live on heirship land, and one farms the heirship land. 

Question 29 was an attempt to draw from the heirs my and all com- 
plaints concerning their heirship lands. It was worded in very gen- 
eral terms and was successful in its objective. Complaints by the 
heirs included lands being sold and leased without their permission, 
heirship land being used without any lease or payment, family troubles 
caused by differences of opinion over heirship land, difficulties in sell- 
ing, leasing, partitioning, etc. The following are representative com- 
plaints from the Kiowa Agency: 


17422 Yes, I have an undivided heirship to my mother’s allotment. She left 
no will, so we all (12) share an undivided interest in 100 acres. One 
of the heirs moved in at my mother’s death and has paid no rent or 
profit to the remaining heirs. The rest of the heirs would like to sell 
or rent so that we may benefit from our share. This to us does not seem 
right, that one heir because he does not wish to sell or rent, may live 
on our land and share all the benefits. 

16756 Yes. A tract of land in which I have a small interest cannot be leased 

> because of the fact that 1 of 13 signatures has not been received. I 
feel that it is unfair to all heirs when one person refuses to sign lease 
papers. Some arrangement should be worked out in a case such as this. 
Especially when the reason for not signing by the one heir is of such 
small importance. 

17111 In leasing some heirs always jeopardize the collective efforts of 
the other heirs in negotiating agriculture lease. In one or two instances 
we let one farm lie dormant for 2 years. The area office or agency 
couldn’t rent it and other heirs wouldn’t sign the lease.contract. 

. 18197 I think the Bureau of Indian Affairs should encourage heirs to parti- 
tion land where possible. 

They should also help the Indians learn to take care of their land 
when said Indian owners are interested in learning instead of threaten- 
ing removal of restrictions when the Indian questions them about land 
transactions. Another item I would like to bring to your committee’s 
attention is the fact that it takes the BIA office several months to com- 
plete any kind of transactions involving sale of houses, land, etc. For 
instance in my particular case we asked or filled application to sell a 
four-room frame house located on one of our lands which one of the heirs 
was interested in buying for the lumber and after completion it took 3 
months before it was finally approved and by that time the interested 
party decided he no longer wanted it. It would have been merely a 
transaction between Indians because the house was appraised at only 
$80 but instead it (the money) if sold will have to be paid into the 
office and then checks mailed to the heirs. 

18009 According to the present status of land leasing under our agency, all 
minor heirs’ names are to be signed by parents, whether its the father 
or mother. So in my case I always have trouble getting our heirship 
lands signed many times the father refuses to sign for himself and the 
children (minors). And so the agency would advertise the land for 
raga in order to sign for the minors as well as the parents who refuses 

o sign. 

16541 I own one-fifteenth interest on property described as Caddo County, 
Okla. ; my share of lease money is payable annually January 1. In Janu- 
ary 1, 1959, the renter paid the money to the office in Anadarko, Okla. I 
have not received money, $27. My sister came to see me last month, she 
also has same share, one-fifteenth interest. She told me that the agency 
at Anadarko, Okla., told her records shows where the money was paid, 
and put into our accounts but it (records) shows again where it was 
paid to Indian name They told her it was a mistake, that when 
this other Indian had our funds available, they would pay us. 
Do not know when. 
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Only majority over one-half sign and superintendent signed for rest. 
Would eliminate all heirs signing and speed up leases and eliminate 
redtape. 

Have had heir land sold, while in service, and mineral rights sold 
for $1,600,00(0) without my signature. Oilfield in 4 miles. 

In 1958 we had a State highway go through our land. Since then 
I can’t find out anything about it. I can see the road is already com- 
pleted and is being used now. 

I live in Amarillo, Tex., and don’t get to go see about the business. 

My father is getting a lot more land than the children. I didn’t know 
about it until 2 years ago. I wonder if there is anything I can do to get 
it straightened up. Please let me know if I can do anything now or 
if I ever can. 

Please help my sister buy 180 acres which her and two other heirs 
and myself own. We have been trying to sell it for 4 years and have 
not succeeded as yet. Do we own this land or does the area director 
own it? Any help would be appreciated very much. 

Yes; I have an older brother living on this land for the past 10 years— 
he overpastures this land—and has not paid no rent and refuses to do so. 
Also will not move. 

The Indian Department says we cannot move him or make him pay 
rent unless all 13 heirs agree, the majority of heirs want to sell this 100 
acres of land, for none of the others make their home near here and 
it will not rent for enough for upkeep. 

Yes; me and two other persons have 160 acres of land, and I wanted 
to sell my 40 acres of this 160 acres and they don’t want to sell it and 
didn’t want to sign it I had filled application papers for land sale and 
they never sign it. They even won’t have it divided. 

My three brothers living were given 80 acres when they were young. 
After I was born all allotments were stopped. My sister and parents 
were also given 80 acres and they are deceased. Since there was no 
will, my brothers and I share equal interests in three, 80-acre allotments. 
They refused to let me farm the lands and ignored all suggestions I 
have made. They have all attempted to farm but each have failed. They 
are satisfied to rent it all out. I was educated in an agricultural school 
and it was for nothing. 

The indifference with which the affairs of out-of-State Indian resi- 
dents are handled. 

I am very much in favor of A and B suggestions on item 27. This 
would solve lots of our problems. As in many instances, we have 
Indians that own a $2-a-year portion on land and ask the prospective 
lessee $10 to $15 to sign the lease. The lessee loses interest and the land 
is not leased till a later date. When it is advertised. 

Another problem is that when a widow or widower is left a lifetime 
use of an estate. The requirement is that on 1-year lease she or he can 
sign a lease and it will be approved. But on more than 1 year the 
probable heirs are required to sign when they do not share in the rental 
money. And in most cases they refuse to sign and the land is advertised 
and leased to the highest bidder. If some Bureau official would sign 
for the probable heirs it would attract better leasemen—because on 
1-year leases they do not keep up the places. 

I would like to know where and how much land I do have. 

Refusal or reluctance on the part of some heirs have delayed final 
action on leases or land-sale applications. 

My problem has been that it has been impossible to get signatures of 
all heirs in leasing or proposed sale of land. I believe it should be 
possible to make sale of land or leasing with signature of the heirs 
most interest. The heirs owning minority interest should be given 
sufficient to make formal protest under the supervision of the Anadarko 
area office. 

A board of interested persons set up to answer all my questions in 
regard to my leases. It takes too long to get any business done at our 
office. It takes a week or two sometimes longer to OK or approve a 


~ lease, oil leases take months. All files should be at the beck and call 


of this board. It takes too long for monthly checks to get on the books 
and sent out and books are closed too long in January and July which 
creates hardship. Lands appraised too high by our office cannot some- 
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times be leased by lessors to renters who have bidded high enough; 
but not. high enough for office approval. Lands which were once in rye 
and vetch and now in weeds should be burned or plowed and something 
productive planted. Soil conservation departments control of this kind 
of land should be curbed or modified. 

We need to get better service at the Indian office. They never try 
to see as many Indians as they could but instead they tell you to come 
back another time or send you to someone else. 

My mother died in 1950. She left 15 acres that she fell heir to. 
She sold her allotment in 1922 and built a house on my father’s allot- 
ment with the understanding that the house and 5 acres around it was 
hers. My father sold the home and the agency welfare has control over 
his money and would not give us share which I think is rightfully ours. 
Now what happens to this money and the 5 acres of land? There are 
six of us and my father that are heirs. My father, brothers and sisters 
bothered me so much so I signed to sell our 15 acres about 3 or 4 years 
ago. I sincerely hope I can get an answer to my questions. 

Since there are so many heirs in a given tract of land and the land 
involved cannot be used by any of the heirs without some heir being 
prejudiced. I feel that negotiations among heirs regarding tracts of 
lands should be made under legal supervision. Heirs concerned may be 
able to buy, or exchange interests with other heirs. 

My basic concept of the inheritance system was that tracts would 
eventually end up in the ownership of one family. This is not the case 
in almost all instances. 

I desire to own my own inherited land without outside heirs so that I 
may be able to use the land as I feel would give me the greatest financial 
and personal security. 

I have two half brothers in the service that wish to trade lands. I 
have interest (one-ninth) in 160 acres original allotment 
they own the rest, they have one-twelfth interest (I do, too) 160 acres 
original allotment of We don’t know how to start the 
ball rolling. 

Only on one tract—there are about 13 heirs. I do not feel that the 
land is utilized at its best. The rent received is not enough for such 
good land. None of the heirs are interested in farming it. I think 
that when so many are involved the tract should be sold. As for myself 
I would like to own it all or sell my share. 

Yes, my brother acquired a loan several years ago to finish college. 
I had to sign over my share of the land and being a minor I was doing 
what I thought was right. 

I was told when I was 21 my name would be clear and my land. I 
am almost 24, and for the last 3 years my lease check has been applied 
to my brother’s loan on which he has been making regular monthly 
payments. 

We have some land that the would like to buy at a good price 
but some of my brothers and nephews do not want to sell, still they’re 
not on speaking terms with each other. I thought if we sell that land, 
maybe they will see and talk to each other as relatives. On my part, I 
would sell out. : 

Yes. Under my dad’s will the Government changed it to describe it 
and it caused us to divide the land unequally, resulting in the effect one 
of the children receiving more than the others. Against his (dad’s) 
will. 

“Thank God,” I have been waiting for a chance. would like 
bo know why sold her part, the land isn’t divided. Please look 

to this. 

P.S. I hope you don’t forget. Please do something about it. Thank 
you. 

Yes; we had a land up for sale but the Bureau says that it couldn’t 
be sold at this time but all five of us that owns it sign the papers. 
The land title is Comanche allotment in Oklahoma. We five kids 


need to make it because we owe debts and have bills to pay and we 
borrowed money because they first told us it would sell; my mother has 
lifetime use of it but she sign for us also so would please check into this 
and advise me why we were not able to sell it. Hope this will be help- 
ful to you. 
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On my deceased mother’s land there are five heirs and I’m having 
trouble of getting every heir to sign; four heirs have already signed 
in spite of chasing them. But one woman who lived far away won’t 
sign because she wanted to sell her 40 acres to me which I have no 
money to buy it with or she would sign the lease if only I can give her a 
5-year advance payment, It shall be hard to do but I can only tried 
hard to rake up enough money to pay her the 5 years advance money. 

Yes; my brothers and I ( ) own a one-fifth interest in the 
80 acres, Caddo County, Okla., allotment. 

This tract of land has not been leased since the year 1956 and for 
what reason I do not know therefore would appreciate it very much if 
you can give it your attention. ‘Thank you. 

Yes; I own heirship land undivided with my two sisters and brother. 
Last year in 1958 we all agreed we did not want the land leased to the 
man that is on the lease now because he is ruining our land by raising 
cattle and not cultivating the soil. My father had a nice income from 
that farm through good crops grown and harvested. The value of the 
land has dropped tremendously in the last few years. We have voiced 
our refusal to lease our land to this man on our farm now left to us 
by our father, which is an allotment of 160 acres. We only get $250 a 
year for it now divided four ways. The Anadarko area office or rather 
the Department of Indian Affairs located in Anadarko, Okla., told us 
that we had to have our land leased and that if we didn’t get a renter, 
they would sign a lease with this man for us and that we didn’t have 
any say-so about what was best for our land. I am afraid the same 
thing will happen again this year. Please help us to have authorization 
on our own land. We would like to feel like landowners and have some 
rights, otherwise we would be better off if we sold the land before it is 
worthless. 

Probating heirship; denote congressional investigation of hearings 
pertaining to illegal heirs. 

As you have witnessed on properties there are from 1 to 50 heirs, 
there must be ways to eliminate these illegal heirs. 

Failure to obtain fair price for land which resulted in being cut off 
of old-age pension due to not selling and not being able to be reinstated 
unless the land is sold. Welfare claims that the rental of $200 a year 
for tract is too much income and either must sell land for what is bid 
on it or rely on help from other source. 

We always have trouble with one heir all the time whether we want 
to lease or try to sell. At one time she agreed with all to sell one of 
our heired lands to one of the heirs for cash price but when the final 
papers were drawn she refused to sign her signature. We are three 
sisters and a brother who own this particular land but she has never 
cooperated with us very well. We dropped the matter for some time, 
then she wants to sell to him again but after he had used some of the 
funds he planned to buy with. Now we are negotiating again with the 
brother and hope to sell in the fall. There are two other tracts we 
heir with this sister and she’s been a problem to work with, therefore 
suggestion (a) would have solved our problem. 

Yes; I have a leasing appraisal problem. The income from the land 
IT inherited from my grandmother has not shown an appreciable increase 
through a 30-year period. The same man has leased the land over this 
period and has refused to increase the rental. When I inherited the 
land there was a 5-year lease in effect. When the lease terminated the 
man attempted to lease the land again for what he had been paying 
my grandmother. I checked with the soil conservation office here in 
Tulsa and then set my price. We were unable to reach an agreement 
and no farmer in the area would lease it because they felt this one man 
had priority. A year later I received a Government check in the mail. 
When I inquired about it at the Kiowa Agency I was told it came from 
leasing rental through the Concho Agency. I took the check back to the 
Concho Agency and found that they had made a lease with this man 
without my knowledge (at the same old price). I requested that the 
lease be canceled and the check returned to the man. Needless to say 
I became very unpopular with the agents at Concho. After the lease was 
canceled and the money returned, there were still repercussions. 
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aving (1) The farmer had built a waterway and was demanding payment 
gned for the money he spent on this project. I feel he will file a claim against 
von’t any income I receive at that agency as he has threatened to do, even 
e no though he knew I would not deal with him previous to his signing the 
her a lease with the Concho agent. The agent’s excuse was that he thought 
tried the will had not been probated yet, although I have a letter from the 
ney. | same agent, dated 6 months previous, telling me to handle my own leas- 
| the ing transactions. The will had been probated over a year before. 
(2) The local Indians feel that the agent has been getting a “kick- 
1 for back” for persuading such leases over a period of years. I have never 
ch if lived there so only know what they tell me. I do know that since this 
incident the place has been more or less boycotted, no leases of any kind. 
ther. Oil and gas leases were taken up all around the place. 
> the I would like to sell the land, but feel that as long as these same agents 
ising will be handling the sale papers that I will not get a fair price. Con- 
from sequently, the land has lain in weeds unleased and unsold for the past 
f the 2 years. 
oiced 17468 I have been trying for the past 6 months to get a partition on heir- 
0 us ship land of which I own one-half interest the other half is owned by 
50 a , and her minor son, they have one-fourth each. It is the land of 
ther my deceased mother ( ) allottee . I have offered to buy 
d us their half of the land or give them their choice of the land when and if 
nter, it is partitioned. I have made numerous trips to Anadarko, Okla., 
have trying to get something started toward partitioning of this land. I 
same have been in contact with and of the Indian agency. I 
ition - have filled out two applications for partition without any success at 
some ' all. I filed an appeal several weeks ago but haven’t heard from them 
it is as of yet, as they have no interest whatsover of trying to help me get 
land partitioned. I would like to have the land partitioned so I can 
rings build a house and homestead my half of the land and I need a place to 
live very bad as my husband has been retired because of total disabilities 
eirs, and my daughter is also an invalid. I am working trying to make a 
living for us but that is hard to do in a city this large. If we could 
it off move on a place of our own it would make things easier for all of us 
cated and we could live a lot cheaper on a farm. 
year Mr. Aspinall, would you please do what you can to assist me in this 
3 bid problem as I think I should be entitled to build a home on my own 
land and I have tried to get help from everyone I know at the Indian 
want agency in Anadarko, Okla., but none of them will assist me in any way 
ie of at all. I have heard of other cases likes this that has been partitioned 
final without the signatures of all the heirs. And I don’t believe that anyone 
hree has a better reason than I do. I am not trying to beat anyone out of 
ever anything. I just want to build a home of my own on my own property, 
time, so that I can be a housewife to my family. I would appreciate it very 
f the much if you can help me in any way at all with this problem. 
1 the 16712 It is very hard for me to have my share set aside, so that I can do 
3 we as I see fit with mine, I should propose to be let loose, because I have 
fore worked all of my life anyhow. I also pay tax. We have one child who 
holds a share with us. It is hard for us to get him to lease with us 
land without having a lot of trouble. Could you explain this to me. 
ease 18424 If we could sell a portion of our land to get started into farming, we 
this would be making use of our land. My husband tried to get an Indian 
| the loan. Sure my husband has a fine job but is this big city a place to 
1 the bring or raise children? That’s all my husband and I talk about, the 
7“ farm, I just hope that this letter will be looked at by some representa- 
re in tive. 
ment 17224 Recently the area office executed a lease in accordance with authority 
man contained in title 25 CFR 1717. Acting in behalf of other heirs, I was 
mail. negotiating a lease of 80 acres for $400 per year. To my surprise as 
from stated above a lease had been approved for said land for $300 per year 
)» the for 5 years. If the heirs have no voice at all in determining a lease, 
man how are we to advance our standard of living. 
> the 16264 At present we are unable to lease land because an individual with 
» SAY one forty-fifth interest refuses to sign. I wish to have the Bureau to 
was pass a law, that requires the majority to make lease also sell or partition 
heirship land. 
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Osace AGENCY 


Questionnaires were mailed to 232 heirs of the Osage Agency and 
= kapprosimataly 15 percent) completed returns were received from 
ults, 
GENERAL INFORMATION 


Median age of Osage heirs is in the 31- to 40-year category with 
the following distributions by age category : 21 to 30, 11; 31 to 40, 8; 
41 to 50, 10; 51 and over, 10. There are 19 males, 15 females, and 26 
have children with a total of 58. Twenty-two heirs are heads of house- 
holds and all 34 heirs are members of the tribe. Median blood quan- 
tum is one-half with the distribution as follows: fullbloods, 14; three- 
quarter blood, 2; halfblood, 18. Eight heirs live on the reservation 
and 12 live on trust or restricted land. Four heirs received welfare 
assistance in 1958. 

Income for 1958 was reported by 28 heirs with the median for heads 
of households being over $4,000. Computing incomes by Indian blood 
quantum we find that each median is over $4,000. 

Occupations of the heirs were reported as follows: 


Housewife 10 Farmer 
Student 3 | Armed services 3 
Salesman 2) Retired. 2 
Rancher. 2 | Teacher 2 
Secretary 2 | Laborer_ 2 
Bookkeeper 1 | Unemployed 1 
Commercial artist. 1 | Paper millworker 1 
Operator (?) 1 | Government employee (Federal)... 1 
Baker 1 | Assembler 1 
Clerk_ 1 | Delivery man 1 
Seamstress. 1 | Aircraft mechanic 1 
Missionary 1 | Aircraft maintenance_.._......__ 1 
Assistant chief of 1 | Painter. 


INTERESTS IN HEIRSHIP LAND 


The heirs reported owning 88 heirship interests and 7 of these were 
in public domain allotments. Six heirs live on heirship lands, four of 
this group are fullbloods, median age is just about 40, one received 
welfare assistance, median income from heirship interests is $200, four 
ranch or farm the land, and none own fee lands. 

Income from heirship land for all heirs (24 reporting) indicates 
a median between $201 and $500. With the distribution as follows: 
$0 to $50, 4; $51 to $100, 4; $101 to $150, 0; $151 to $200, 2; $201 to 
$500, 6; $501 to $1,000, 5; $1,001 to $2,000, 2; $2,001 and over, 1. 
Twelve heirs visited heirship interests in 1959, 12 between 1948 and 
1939, and 9 did not answer. Median distance lived from heirship land 
was less than 1 day’s drive (300 miles) with 12 living less than 300 
miles from the land, 1 living between 601 and 900 miles, 3 living over 
901 miles and 8 not answering. 
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ACTIONS 


- 


Ten heirs ranch or farm lands in which they hold an undivided 
interest and 12 have done so within the past 10 years, indicating an 
approximate 17-percent decrease in the use of such lands by the heirs. 

leven heirs have ean, 5 to sell heirship interests in the past and 

i 


eight have succeeded. T 


e majority of such dispositions (seven) have 


been made to other individuals. The tribe has not made any attempts 
to purchase such lands, nor have other Indians.. Seven heirs them- 
selves have attempted to purchase other interests in heirship lands. 


OPINIONS AND PROPOSALS 


Seventeen heirs plan to live on heirship interests in the future, and 
19 plan to ranch or farm on such interests. When asked if they wanted 
to sell or exchange some or all of their interests in heirship lands 8 
wanted to sell or exchange some, 1 all, 22 none, and 3 did not answer. 


The majority therefore did not want to sell or exchange any interests. 
One of the questions asked the heirs was whether they wanted the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs control removed from their heirship lands. 
Twenty-five heirs want the lands to remain under Bureau supervision, 
4 want them removed, and 5 did not answer. Some of the reasons 
given follow: 


*17770 
16299 


16123 
18661 
18663 


18738 
18454 
18769 
18642 
18634 
18793 
18709 


18729 
18016 


18685 


18773 
18718 


18599 
18867 


1 Individual’s code number. 


RETAIN CONTROL 


Because I think the Indian need it yet, especially the elderly. 

Because Indian Bureau has done lots of good service for me in 
past and I’m 100 percent for them. 

I have too many undivided interests to pay taxes. 

I think I would have better protection under the Indian Bureau. 

I feel the Indian Bureau is looking after my best interests and knows 
far more about land than I do. 

For the welfare of the Osage Tribe, none of the land should be sold. 

By this we will not lose the right to live on the land. 

All my dealings with the Osage Agency which is responsible for the 
supervision over my lands and funds have been satisfactory. 

Because most individuals are not qualified to control the land. The 
laws are too complex in some cases. 

Because I am satisfied to remain as we are. 

Because of the mineral rights which involve my tribe as a unit. 

Many of the older members are still living and are not able to 
manage their own affairs. 

Because I think it is the best interest for the Osage Tribe as a whole. 

Some of the elder people are unable to deal in real estate, therefore, 
should be helped in every case. 

Because, until the majority of Indians are better educated and more 
competent to manage their lands the individual Indians will have and 
experience difficulties in managing his land to the betterment of him 
and his family. 

Government control has been satisfactory to me in the past. 

I feel that I.B. will be better qualified to look after our interest and 
it’s less likely to be sold on “a whim.” 


REMOVE BUREAU CONTROL 


I do believe I am capable of handling my own. 

When these heirship tracts are small with a large number of heirs 
should be sold as the income is too small for benetit which the heirs 
may derive from it. 
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18959 Because we can’t do as we please when there are more heirs than one. 

18813 Some of my lands I would like to sell without having to obtain 
permission. 

18987 Too many heirs and we have nothing but trouble over it. 

18595 I feel it would be less redtape to have to wait and go through, save 
time, and not lose so many interested people that want to lease the 
land. 

Question 26b asked the heirs if they would want their interests 
sold and the money divided. Two wanted all heirship land sold, five 
wanted some, fourteen none, and thirteen did not answer. Therefore, 
a ed of those answering do not want any heirship interests sold. 
While this is quite clear as to majority opinion, the question arises as to 
whether this opinion is not held among particular groups of heirs. 
We have therefore cross tabulated the answers to this question by 
various categories, i.e., blood quantum, residence, etc., to determine if 
there is any significant difference of opinion held by certain groups. 


(26b) I would like to have the tract(s) of heirship land in which I own an 
interest sold and my share of the money paid to me. 


Categories Sell all Sell None No 
some answer 
21 to 30. 1 2 3 5 
31 to 40___.. ae 1 2 2 3 
41 to 50 0 1 5 4 
51 and over. 0 0 4 1 
Total. 2 5 14 13 
“Males 2 2 9 6 
Females 0 3 5 7 
Total... 2 5 14 13 
Have children 
Yes. 1 5 12 8 
No 1 0 2 5 
Total... 2 5 14 13 
Head of household: 
Yes. 1 2 9 10 
No 1 3 4 3 
No answer 0 0 1 0 
Total. 2 5 14 13 
Degree of Indian blood 
1 0 7 6 
if 0 0 1 1 
1 5 6 6 
Total 2 5 14 13 
Live on reservation 
Yes... 0 1 2 5 
No. 2 4 12 8 
Total 2 5 14 13 
Live on trust or restricted land 
Yes. 1 1 5 5 
No 1 4 9 7 
No answer. 0 0 0 1 
Total 2 5 14 13 
Live on heirship land: 
Yes... 0 1 1 4 
No 2 4 13 8 
No answer. 0 0 0 1 
Total... 2 5 14 13 
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Categories Sell Sell None No 
i all some answer 
Income from heirship: 
$0 to $50 0 1 2 1 
$51 to $100. 0 0 2 2 
$101 to $150. 0 0 0 0 
$151 to $200. 0 0 2 0 
$201 to $500 0 1 3 2 
$501 to $1,000 2 1 0 2 
$1,001 to $2,000. 0 1 1 0 
$2,001 and over. 0 1 0 0 
o answer. 0 0 4 6 
Total. 2 5 14 13 
Farm or ranch heirship land: 
es. 0 1 6 3 
No. 2 4 8 8 
No answer. 0 0 0 2 
Total 2 5 14 13 
Own fee land: 
Yes. 1 5 12 7 
No. 0 0 2 2 
No answer. 1 0 0 4 
Total... 2 5 14 13 


The above cross-tabulation indicates that by age groups we find 
that half the heirs in the 21 to 30 category want to sell some or all 
of their heirship lands, in the 31 to 40 category more than half (3 
to 2) want to sell some or all. The older age groups clearly want to 
retain their interests. Heirs who are not heads of households are 
evenly divided with four wanting to sell some or all and four not 
wanting any sold. Degree of blood indicates that while full and 
three-quarter bloods do not want to sell any heirship land the one- 
half blood group is evenly divided. Those receiving income from 
heirship land between $501 and $1,000 want to sell all or some of 
their interests. Generally, it would seem the younger heirs who do 
not have dependents and those with one-half Indian blood are more 
inclined to sell than the others. 

As a matter of interest we have cross-tabulated question 25 con- 
cerning whether the heirs want to sell or exchange interests and 
question 26 on continued Bureau control with question 26b asking 
if they wanted all their interests sold, as follows: 


Question 26b. I would like to have the tract(s) of heirship land in which 
I own an interest sold and my share of the money paid to me. 


Sell all Sell None | No an- 
some swer 
26a. Retain Bureau control 

Yaw 1 5 12 7 
No 0 0 2 2 
No answer 1 0 0 4 
Total 2 5 14 13 

25. Sell or exchange undivided interests: 
Yes, all. -.... 0 0 0 1 
None...._. 1 1 12 8 
No answer. 0 0 1 2 
Total_ 2 5 14 13 
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Those heirs wanting Bureau control removed evidently intend to 
keep their heirship land. Of those who wanted to sell or exchange 
— the above shows that their intent was to sell rather than ex- 
change. 

Question 26¢ asked if the heirs wanted all controls removed from 
their heirship lands so that the heirs themselves can handle it. Six 
wanted controls removed and 18 did not. 

Question 27 was an attempt to draw from the heirs suggestions to 
the Congress concerning possible solutions to the problem. The ques- 
tion was worded in such a way as to inform the Indians that possible 
solutions had been offered in the past and four of these were listed, 
then space was left for the heir to make any recommendations he 
wanted. While the question was not intended to be one of multiple 
choice it was found that some heirs merely checked off one of the 
proposed solutions. Other heirs wrote in suggestions that coincided 
with one or the other of the proposed solutions. Nine heirs wanted 
the majority to rule, three wanted each heir given the right to appeal 
to state courts for partition or sale of the land, two preferred that 
heirs owning more han half the tract govern the disposition, and two 
wanted all heirship probates placed under state courts and state law. 
Other suggestions made were as follows: 

*16123 I think every heir should have a say-so about what is to be done with 
the land regardless of how small their interest. 

18642 A law should be made so that one’s heirs could sell his interest if de- 
sired to either other heirs or another individual without having to sell 
the entire tract of land. 

18659 It would seem a more fair majority would be two-thirds or three 
fourths. This percentage would assure a more equitable final decision 
on tribal preblems. 

Question 28 asked if the heirs owned land that was not held in trust. 
Of the 25 heirs answering the question, 6 did own fee lands. This was 
approximately 24 percent. All heirs indicated how they acquired such 
fee property—four purchased it, one inherited it, and one received it 
as a gift. Median age of this group was 31 to 40. Median blood 
quantum was halfblood, none live on trust land, none received welfare 
assistance, median income was over $4,000, none live on heirship land, 
and one farms heirship land. 

Question 29 was an attempt to draw from the heirs any and all 
complaints concerning their heirship lands. It was worded in very 
ar cgee terms and was successful in its objective. Complaints by the 

eirs concerned difficulties in selling, leasing, etc. The complaints 

follow: 

18624 Clarification is hereby requested as to my current rights and interests 
in heirship land. I cannot make any statements at this time due to 
the fact that my knowledge in regards to this whole affair is incomplete. 

18638 Although I favor some Government control, I think where the 
Indians are widely scattered that the agency should look after their 
lands better. Watching for erosion, overgrazing, fencing and general 
upkeep. This is especially in the case of Osage Tribe where Indian 
Agency is operated at their expense. 

18857 Yes, I am heired into several tracts scattered over many miles. I 
would like either one lump sum of land or either to buy from other 
heirs enough to make it worthwhile. (These lands need to be settled 
one way or another soon, otherwise some of my nephews and nieces will 
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wind up with an infinitesimal amount in some future date.) This to 
me has become a headache having people calling at all times of the 
year with various lease papers all of which to me mean very little 
(in monetary value). I, personally, would like this problem settled 
soon—in other words I now don’t know which land is mine from one 
group or which is mine from several other groups nor does any one else 
in our situation. We know where but not which if you can see what I 
mean. This must be generally true and should be looked after soon or 
else you will be mailing millions of these forms out. 

Township condemning Indian owned property for their use without 
compensation, or agreement by the Indian owner. 

My biggest problem in dividing our land was that one heir was 
under a guardian and we were not able to divide the different tracts 
of land between us, although we agreed on what tracts we each wanted. 
Therefore we were forced to file a partition suit, which caused unneces- 
sary expense to all of us. There were three heirs and since the suit was 
filed two of them died, now there are six heirs. 

By some way my aunt lives on the tract of land I am part owner of, 

By some way my aunt lives on the tract of land I am part owner of, 
my grandfather is also part owner, according to my father’s will 
(Mr. ) I should get as much as my aunt, now they tell me, my 
aunt has a right to live there and collect rent or lease money as long 
as she lives. She is suppose to pay taxes and etc. but they still take 
tax money out of what money I draw from the Osage Agency here in 
Pawhuska, Okla. I do not receive any rent money and cannot live 
on the land until aunt passes on. I am divorced now, and am having 
a hard time, I do not believe this is fair to give my aunt so much 
benefits of the land and me none whatsoever, even though I own as 
much of the land as she by my father’s will, what can be done about 
this? I’ve tried but in vain. 

We have a hard time collecting rent from interests in Oklahoma. We 
never sign any lease so we don’t know anything. The Government 
should be responsible for our interests. I still haven’t collected 1956, 
1953, and 1959 rents from Oklahoma. 

Yes, I own 60 acres (or half) of a 120 acres, of undivided allotment. 
I tried to sell this land or have it partitioned several times, but with 
no suecess. One heir that owned just 7% acres wouldn’t sign or come 
to any agreement. Also there are two small tracts of Indian land of 
which I am a minor heir and would like to sell my share of it. 
These are all located in Oklahoma, but there are about four other 
tracts; of which I’m just a (fraction of an heir). One is in Nebraska, 
the allotment. Please let me know what can be done as In- 
dians are in a rut. 

Yes, there are 16 heirs heired to 40 acres and we don’t get but 
just a little money out of it, and we think if we could sell and 
what share we get out of it then we can either buy, or make a down 
payment on a house in town and be rid of all this heired land that 
we have. The Government don’t understand these kind of problems 
and we think it would be a good thing if we could sell our heired land, 
with so many heirs that we can’t get much out of by leasing it out 
to some farmer. 

During the land sale of February 1959 we sold some land, it is 
now July and we still haven’t received payment for it. 

There are four heirs to our heirship land, and I don’t think our 
oldest sister who is not a restricted Indian should force us to sell 
our land if three of us want to keep the land. 

Have undivided interest in my mother’s land. Made a 3-year lease 
to farmer expecting to collect all 3 years lease in advance, was un- 
able to because of this particular rule which I think is totally un- 
necessary. I can see reason for it, especially for tribe people who 
depend on their land for their welfare for the year. 
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PawneEE AGENCY 


Questionnaires were mailed to 1,270 heirs of the Pawnee Agency 
end 202 (approximately 16 percent) completed returns from adults. 


GENERAL INFORMATION 


Median age of Pawnee heirs is in the 41 to 50 year age category 
with the distribution as follows: 21 to 30, 30; 31 to 40, 50; 41 to 50, 
44; 51 and over, 76; and no answer, 2. There are 94 males and 106 
females. One hundred sixty-five heirs have children with a total of 
630. One hundred twelve heirs are heads of households and 195 are 
members of the tribe. Median blood quantum is full with 121 full 
bloods, 33 of three-quarter blood, 34 of halfblood, 10 with one-quarter 
or less Indian blood, 2 with no Indian blood, and 2 did not answer. 
Sixty-six heirs live on the reservation, 131 live off and 5 did not answer. 
Fifty-seven of the heirs stated they live on trust or restricted land. 
Nineteen heirs received some form of welfare assistance during 1958 
and of this number 11 lived on the reservation. 

Eighty-seven heirs answered the question concerning income in 1958 
and the median was in the $2,001 to $3,000 category. Median income 
for those heirs living on the reservation was between $1,001 to $2,000 
whereas the median for those living off was between $3,001 to $4,000. 
Income nga Se by Indian blood quantum indicates that median in- 
come for fullbloods was between $2,001 and $3,000; for three-quarter 
bloods it was between $2,001 and $3,000; for those heirs of one-half In- 
dian blood it is between $2,001 and $3,000, and for those of one-quarter 
or less Indian blood the median is between $3,001 and $4,000. 

Occupations of the heirs were reported as follows: 


Housewife 73 | Laborer 17 
Government 7| Farmer 
Retired 12 | Nurse__ 
Clerk Students 3 
Armed services 3 | Unemployed 2 
Machinist 2} Beautician 2 
Secretary 2| Therapist 1 
Disabled veteran .-. 1] Railroad employee 1 
Body and fender repair___._..----- 1} Miner 1 
Logger__ Machinist’s helper 1 
Accountant .... 1| PBX operator 1 
Aircraft construction 1| Typist 1 
Electrical engineer 1 | Indian performer 1 
Oil field worker 1| State ranger 1 
Aircraft electrician__ Steel plant shop 1 
Electrician 1| Instrument engineer 1 
Janitor__ 1| School principal 1 
Custodian 1| Real estate broker. 1 
Waitress 1} Auto mechanic_____ 1 
Heavy equipment operator. 1| Roofer 1 
Maid__ 1| Driver__.._ 1 
Cleaning shop owner 1} Apprentice 1 
Owner, window 1 | Interior decorator 1 
Disabled 1| Baker__ 1 
Rancher__ 1| Missionary 1 
Nurses aide 1 
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INTERESTS IN HEIRSHIP LAND 


Heirs of Pawnee Agency hold 476 undivided interests in heirship 
land, and 67 are public domain allotments. Twenty-seven heirs live 
on heirship land, and 19 are fullbloods. Median age is in the 41- to 50- 

ear category, four received welfare assistance, median income from 
Lenilth Ger is just about $151. Three of this group farm the lands 
and one owns land not in trust. 

Income from heirship land was reported by 148 heirs with the 
median being between $51 and $100, with the distribution by categories 
as follows: $0 to $50, 59; $51 to $100, 22; $101 to $150, 19; $151 to $200 
11; $201 to $500, 23; $501 to $1,000, 7; $1,001 to $2,000, 2; $2,001 and 
over, 5; no answer, 54. Forty-five heirs visited heirship interests dur- 
ing 1959, 67 between 1958 and 1949, 12 between 1948 and 1939, and 10 
prior to 1939. Median distance lived from heirship interests was less 
than a day’s drive with 114 living up to 300 miles away, 13 living 
between 301 and 600 miles, 28 living over 900 miles away, and 47 did 
not answer. 

ACTIONS 


Seven heirs ranch or farm heirship land in which they own an un- 
divided interest, while 20 have used some in the past 10 years. This 
indicates an approximate 80-percent decrease in the use of heirship 
lands by heirs in the past 10 years. Eighty-three heirs have attempted 
to dispose of heirship lands, 28 have succeeded. All dispositions were 
to individuals. Tribes have attempted to purchase heirship lands 
and 11 Indians have attempted to purchase heirship interests. The 


heirs themselves have attempted to purchase other interests in 20 
cases, 
OPINIONS AND PROPOSALS 


Forty-eight heirs plan to live on heirship lands and 40 intend to 
ranch or farm such interests. When asked if they wanted to sell or 
exchange heirship interests, 49 want to sell or exchange some, 67 all, 
71 none, and 15 did not answer. The majority want to sell or ex- 
change their interests. One of the questions asked the heirs was 
whether they wanted the Bureau of Indian Affairs to continue control 
of the heirship lands. One hundred and two wanted that control 
continued, 53 wanted it removed, and 47 did not answer. Reasons 
given for retaining or removing Bureau control were varied and 
representatives statements follow: 


REMOVE CONTROL 


419245 Cause.I don’t know what I got and how much I am going to get. 

20011 As far as I’m concerned I would like to sell out since I haven’t ever 
lived on the reservation. 

19959 I have lived off the reservation for the past 10 years. We have 
managed to get by on the income my husband has. 

19875 I’m tired of being treated as a person incapable of doing his own. 

19079 Too many heirs. Won't agree to any lease or sale. 

19682 Under present control the land is worthless to the heirs, because 
of the small amount of yearly returns. 

19679 There are some heirs getting a nickle their share of the land. That 
is why I would like to have it sold. 


19707 All transactions are too involved. 
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i 

| 

k 

ney 

ilts. 
ory 
50, 
106 
l of 
are 
full 
rter 
wer. 
wer. 
und. 
958 
958 
ome 
,000 
000. 

in- 
rter 
In- 
rter 


254 INDIAN HEIRSHIP LAND STUDY 


19565 Because if you really need the money, it takes too long to sell the 
land. 

19248 Because I would like to buy a home and start a business. 

19085 Because it is so hard to get others to even sign an agricultural lease 
and they won’t sign. Sell-it has laid idle for a year. 

19251 I am capable of handling my own affairs. 

19660 To have the privilege of kandling my own affairs. 

19366 Indians must learn to be independent. 


RETAIN CONTROL 


19218 If it were any other way I would lose my land and wouldn’t have 
any place to live. 

19232 To keep the land from being disposed of indiscriminately. 

19272 Less bookkeeping for me. 

19965 To protect the interests of the older uneducated Indians. 

19556 I have no time to spend attending to my interests in the land. 

19253 We are not capable of paying taxes. 

19058 Because Government control has provided me with advantages that 
I want to keep. 

189038 Because I don’t know where some are. 

19383 It is my opinion that it is the only way the Indians will keep any- 
thing of value, the land. 

19370 Due to present unemployment conditions our only means of livelihood 
depend on land rentals. 

19857 If restrictions are removed, tax will take it. 


Question 26b asked the heirs if they would want their in- 
tests sold and the money divided. Eighty heirs wanted all the 
land sold, 25 wanted some sold, 45 none, and 52 did not answer. 
Therefore of those answering the majority want all the land sold. 
While this is quite clear as to majority opinion, the question arises 
as to whether this opinion is not representative of specific groups of 
heirs. We have therefore, cross tabulated the answers to this ques- 
tion by various categories, i.e., blood quantum, residence, etc., to 
determine if there is any significant differences of opinion held by 
particular groups of heirs. 


26b. I would like to have the tract(s) of heirship land in which I own an 
interest sold and my share of the money paid to me. 


Categories Sell all |Sellsome} None No an- 
swer 
Age: 
bys ll 6 4 9 
bes’ 7 7 13 
0 0 0 2 
Sex: 
Total. - 80 25 45 52 
Have children: 
80 25 45 52 
Head of household: 
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Categories Sell all |Sellsome| None No 
answer 
Degree of Indian blood 

Live on reservation: 
27 8 16 15 
Live on trust or restricted land: 
£0... 58 20 31 33 
Living on heirship: 
Income from heirship: . 

80 25 45 52 
Farm or ranch heirship interests: 
Own fee land 
12 1 9 
Total_ 5 80 25 45 


An examination of the cross-tabulation above establishes that some 
particular groups of heirs are not in agreement with the general desire 
to sell all heirship land. In the age categories of 41 and over, those 
heirs are rather evenly divided insofar as selling all heirship land; 
however, a majority want to sell some or all of the land. Those 
heirs without children are also evenly divided, with the majority 
favoring sale of some or all of the land. Again we find that heirs who 
are not heads of households do not follow the pattern of wanting to 
sell all but rather a majority want to sell some or all. The majority of 
those heirs with one-quarter or less Indian blood do not want to sell 
any and those without any Indian blood (2) are tied between selling 
all or none. Certain categories of income want to sell all or some, 
without a majority wanting all sold. This is somewhat unusual since 
the categories are spread from those heirs receivifig less than $50 to 
those receiving over $2,000. Heirs farming or ranching their inter- 
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ests want to sell some or all of the land, but those desiring to sell all 
are not a majority. Generally, the picture presented indicates the 
older age heirs, those without children, those who are not heads 
of households, heirs with less than one-quarter Indian blood, 
heirs in certain income categories, and those who ranch or farm 
heirship interests do want to sell some or all of their interests; how- 
ever, they do not follow the general trend of wanting all heirship 
land sold. 

As a matter of interest we have cross-tabulated question 25, concern- 
ing whether the heirs want to sell or exchange interests, and question 
26a, concerning whether the heirs wanted Bureau supervision retained 
over heirship lands, with question 26b, asking if they wanted all their 
interests sold. 


26b. I would like to have the tract(s) of heirship land in which I own an interest 
sold and my share of the money paid to me. 


Sell Sell None No 
all some answer 
26a. Retain Bureau control: 
80 «25 45 52 
25. Sell or exchange undivided interests: 
es: 
56 2 2 7 
2 0 3 10 
Total_ . 80 25 45 52 


It is interesting to note that those heirs not answering question 26a 
relating to continued Bureau control) do want to sell all their heir- 
ship interests (22 to 8). Question 25 shows that of the group wanting - 
to sell or exchange some, 17 indicated they wanted to sell all in answer 
to question 26. It is possible that this particular group wants to sell 
all if the negotiations are handled by the Bureau of Indian Affairs. 
Question 26c asked if the heirs wanted all controls removed from 
their heirship lands so that the heirs themselves can handle it: 96 did 
not want the controls removed, 52 did, and 54 did not answer. 
Question 27 was an attempt to draw from the heirs suggestions to 
the Congress concerning possible solutions to the problem. The ques- 
tion was worded in a a way as to inform the Tadiaha that possible 
solutions had been offered in the past, and four of these were listed, 
then space was left for the heirs to make any recommendations he 
wanted. While the questiton was not intended to be one of multiple 
choice, it was found that some heirs merely checked off one of the 
proposed solutions, while others wrote in suggestions coinciding with 
one or the other. In addition, some heirs presented different sugges- 
tions. Thirty-five heirs preferred that a majority of heirs determine 
the use and disposition of heirship land, 24 want heirs owning more 
than half to control, 5 want each heir given the right to appeal to 
State courts for sale or partition of the land, and 3 wanted all ine 


probates placed under State courts and State law. Other suggestions 
made by the heirs are represented by the following: 
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19737 I think the heirs should be given chance to buy out the other heirs, 
and leave things as they are so that one heir cannot sell out if the other 
do not want to. . 

19965 The heirship land problem is of interest to me because I am affected 
and I have a heartfelt concern for the older generation of Indians. 
The younger ones are being educated and in the future will be able to 
handle their own affairs, but the older Indians do not have the educa- 
tion nor the experience with legal language to understand about taxes, 
upkeep, and the securing of lease bids for their land to benefit them- 
selves. You have no doubt heard it many times, but the Indian was a 
self-sufficient independent with a strong spiritual character—by re- 
stricting them to small reservations and subsidizing them their spirits 
were broken and they learned to live on Government dole with restric- 
strictions. They were forced into being second-rate citizens without 
looking after their own business affairs because in the beginning it was 
for their own protection against aggressive white people. Some of the 
younger Indians now find these same restrictions oppressive, but not so 
with the older generations—they still need this protection. I would 
suggest another 20 years of protection for those who want it. 

Here is a suggestion that must be given careful consideration, to be 
just and fair. Most Indians are poor, individually (myself included )— 
make it possible for us to borrow the money at reasonable interest rates 
to buy out other heirs in land to which we are heired. You no doubt 
think yes, this is already possible. Here is my experience: I have a 
good job, so has my husband. We also have a very good credit rating 
and can manage a small loan of up to $2,000 or $3,000 without collateral. 
I wanted to buy the heirs out in one tract to which I have an interest, 
and as the loan was paid off borrow again and buy out another set of 
heirs in this same tract, but the Indian agent said it would be impossible 
to do it because it took too much paperwork for the Government. Does 
it not take equally or more work for the Government to figure each 
lease payment for several heirs—to probate this minute portion each 
time an heir passes away? Surely no one benefits, least of all the 
Government. 

19976 Pg money to the tribe to purchase land and retain ownership within 

e tribe. 

19420 If some of the heirs of a tract wish to sell, I think the land should 
be appraised and the other heirs of that tract be given first chance to 

uy. 

19449 I think it should be sold and the money divided equally. Committee 
has plenty to do anyway. 

19928 I think that all Indian land should be sold as soon as possible. 

19660 Give all competent Indians their choice of working out their own 
salvation by removing all Bureau controls. 

19617 I think that all heirs should sign before heirship land can be sold or 
anything done with it. 

18974 It should be sold or partitioned at once so we heirs would know where 
we stand. 

19926 Turn the Indians loose. 

18860 If 7 could be fixed so we could trade around so we could have it in 
one place. 

19653 I think the land should be partitioned to each heir so that they can do 
what they want with their share. 


Question 28 asked if the heirs owned land that was not held in trust. 
Of the 180 heirs answering the question, 28 (approximately 15 per- 
cent) own land in fee. Nineteen heirs stated how they acquired such 
poopentne 12 had purchased it, 5 had inherited, 1 received a patent in 

ee, and 1 through gift. Of those heirs owning land not in trust 
status, all but 1 were tribal members, median age category was 31 to 
40, median blood quantum was three-quarter blood, 5 lived on the res- 
ervation and 23 off, 5 lived on trust land, 3 received welfare assistance 
during 1958, median income was in the $2,001 to $3,000 category, 1 
lived on heirship land, and 3 ranch or farm heirship interest. 
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Question 29 was an moma to draw from the heirs any and all 
complaints concerning their heirship lands. It was worded in very 
general terms and was successful in its objective. Complaints were 
made concerning difficulties in selling, portioning, and leasing due 
to the difficulties of locating the ake toit and some heirs holding a 
small share being indifferent. Other complaints were made concern- 
ing land being leased and sold without the signatures of all heirs. The 
following are representative of the complaints registered in answer 
to question 29: 


* 19687 


has lived on one place I and my three brothers have interest 
in since 1945. She has not paid us the rent in all this time. What 
can be done about it? This tract is We have 20 acres of this 
tract. Also could get home tax exempt on tax to the place she 
is living. Or will we have to pay the tax on this tract from January 
1, 1949 to 1959. The office at Pawnee did or would not tell us that the 
restriction was lifted. This makes it kinda bad for us. Where we could 
of had that paid up as it came due now it is due for all that time, all at 
once. There, is also one tract, we four had interest in. That was 
sold to a , that we did not get any money from. What is to be 
done about that? This land is a Otoe tract. There are other problems 
I would like to explain when I receive an answer from this. 

19560 As I haven’t been in Oklahoma I don’t know what’s going on as I 
don’t get any information from the Indian agent and I’m unable to 
answer some of these questions. 

19431 Yes. 1. My husband is a veteran. We want to farm some heirship 
land but the other heirs, who are relatives, will not sign a lease for us, 
because they don’t want us to get ahead. 2. I am an heir to a tract 
of land where there are 85 heirs. We tried to sell this land 2 years 
ago but couldn’t because one of the heirs could not be found. No one 
knew their address. They only got a few cents a year on the lease 
but still we had to have his signature. The land was never sold. This 
is the kind of heirship land that should be sold. In 5 more years there'll 
be 100 more heirs. I think a law should be made where we can sell 
this land easily and quickly. 3. When we sell land, it takes as long 
as 1 year for approval. It shouldn’t take more than 30 days before we 
get our money. 

19653 I’m heir in piece of ground that I would like to keep because it has 
good water and can raise any garden or anything. I own 160 acres of 
lands which I can’t make use of because it’s in the middle of white men 
land and I can’t get the price that I want to lease it for, I have to 
accept the dollar an acre they offer to me, if I refuse no other can 
lease it and I can’t sell it or do anything, its all pasture, only good 
thing it has is a good pond on it. So what can a dumb Indian do to live 
equal to a white man? What little income I get from my land I live 
on with my wife. No help from Government or State. Even now I 
live on my brother-in-law land which I don’t own. 

49280 ~=I have a problem that has been bothering me for some time. This 
concerns an 80-acre allotment of sister (deceased) and also con- 
cerns the rest of the heirs, three sisters and one brother including my- 
self, and my share of this said allotment consists of 37.50 acres and the 
other heirs 42.50. All of the partitioned papers are ready to be signed 
at the Pawnee Indian Agency. My three sisters are ready to sign and 
willing to sign. But my brother will not sign. It’s problems like this 
that causes hardship on other Indians also. That’s the reason I say, 
“The majority should rule.” 

19149 I have been trying for years to sell my share of land so me and my 
wife can buy us a house out on the farm. They say we have to sell to 
one of the heirs and so there we are still waiting. Could there be 
anything done about it. I sure wish us Indians could sell our land to 
someone with the money instead of the heirs. That is my reason and 
facts. So that is our only trouble, too many heirs on the 80 acres of 
land. I have 18 acres. Having a hard time to sell my share. 


4 Individual code number. 
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No; only that I want to sell my share of land so that I could use the 
money for something I need. Like land I could build on, like it is now 
it’s not doing me any good. I don’t get enough lease money to help out. 

I have an undivided interest 51030/10886400 in 10 acres. 
There are quite a few heirs and I think it would be advisable to sell. 
I spoke to someone at the Pawnee Agency about it who informed me 
that there were too many heirs to contact in order to sell. As the years 
go on, more heirs are added. I assure you my share of land is so small 
you probably could cover it with a postage stamp. 

Yes; I get money sometime. I know it’s from some place I have in- 
terest, but do not know from where. 

I have some land that has been listed for sale through Bureau on two 
occasions and both times it failed to sell. If I could get fee patent I 
could sell it for more than it will sell through Bureau. The bid on 
some of my land through the Bureau with all minerals was $5,200. I 
have private individual who would give $6,000 and allow me to reserve 
one-half of minerals. 

When my parents passed away there were only two of us children 
living, my sister and I. I thought we were the only one entitled to the 
land. But instead the grandchildren and their husbands and all became 
heirs on the land. I don’t realize what kind of a setup the Indian Affairs 
gives us one like this. I think mostly now all Indians have been 
educated enough to know the right from wrong. We have agencies 
supposed to help us, but do we get them. We are like little children 
asking for candy from these agencies. I am the Chief and study 
all I can about our needs. We are turned away from any State help 
and don’t have equal rights as a white man. 

I would like to call to your attention the fact that the agency that 
has my records is very negligent in its purported duties. I have given 
them my new address two times and they still persist in sending my 
mail to the address that I had 2 years ago. I have moved twice since 
then. They are the most unfriendly, uncooperative, and lackadaisically 
inclined people I have ever had the misfortune to come into contact 
with. They treat the people like they are dirt and that they are 
something not to be touched by common people. I live about 145 miles 
from there and they are only open on Monday and Friday. I drive up 
there and am usually ignored. They won’t tell you anything and if 
you ask or persist they act like you are trying to get at some top 
secret information. Therefore I would like to have all that land that 
I am interested in sold as soon as possible. 

Just the fact that I wanted to sell 5 acres of a 40-acre plot. I made 
an application for sale well in advance of January 1959. The land sold 
but too late for me to use it to go to school on. I couldn’t be sure 
whether the land would even sell due to this stupid business of closed 
bids, so I couldn’t borrow on it. I wish I could make the Government 
let me go, they do me more harm than good. I’m a senior in college and 
I think intelligent enough to go broke on my own. 

All the land I own is heirship land. I have tried to sell my share 
or want to sell my interest but present regulation forbids the sale of 
my share. The reason for wanting to dispose or sell all of my interest 
in heired land is that I am able to take care of my own business and 
want no part of the Indian Bureau. I feel the Indian Bureau may have 
been a fine thing for my grandfather, but their regulations are not for 
me. I would appreciate hearing more about your committee, your find- 
ing, progress, etc. 

I would like a full accounting on my heirship land as we live so far 
away and once every 10 or 15 years we get a small check of about $1.60. 
Some tracts we are supposed to be on and aren’t. I don’t understand 
why our names aren’t on the deed. Also people that have leased land 
from us haven’t paid any rent or least to us for 15 or 20 years but the 
heirs that are living on the reservation always seem to get theirs. The 
Indian agency I understand can’t do anything about it. When we owe 
rent to our landlord we either pay or get out. The Government evidently 
don’t have too much control over our tribe’s leases. 
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At one time, an oil drilling company wanted to lease our land and drill 
for oil but because one heir who was leasing the land at the time re- 
fused to sign, the lease was void. This served the purpose for the one 
heir and perhaps caused the rest of us to lose money from the lease. 

I have interest in the tribal land on Ponca reservation at Ponca City, 
Okla. This pastureland is lease each year. But I never see any money 
from it. I can’t even rent it for cattle. So I think the tribe would be 
much better to appraise it and sell all of tribal land on Ponca reserva- 
tion and money be paid to each alloted Indian in tribe. Would save lots 
of paperwork for Government and redtape. 

We only get $150 each in rentals for a 5-year period. This isn’t very 
much considering the money that is made off of the crops. I think a 
law should be made to the effect that we should get one-third of the total 
amount made. This is only fair, considering the high cost of living, etc. 

The reason I want to sell my interest is because I don’t know one 
thing about it and I never have received but about $6 and I think it isn’t 
doing me any good. 

My brother and I have a home that was left to us by my mother. 
This house was built on heired land. Mother fell heir to this land by 
her mother. Papers were prepared to have this house built on this 
land. We would like to have this land partitioned so that our house 
can be on our part of the land. We will always keep our house and 
interest. Thank you. 

There are so many heirs in our family heirship that wherever we 
make a lease, or want to sell land, my husband and I run from Arizona 
to North Dakota borrowing and spending more money than we get, to 
find one person to sign the papers. I believe these people that wander 
from State to State should have a guardian or appoint somebody as 
their power of attorney who can sign. I would like to sell all my small 
interests, where we can improve our homes or pay on our present prop- 
erty. I hope and pray that one day soon this will be done. 

The land which my children use as part of heirs, much trouble as 
come up where all heirs do not agree, therefore, my group of children and 
I would want to see where there are so many heirs, as some gets only 
a few cents even and want much to say or do not sign sales or leases— 
so we think heired lands should be sold. 

Yes, sir; my problem is this: I haven’t received any rental or lease 
money from my heirship land since February of 1955. While being 
at this address I have wrote several letters to my Indian agency, which 
is Pawnee Indian Agency, Pawnee, Okla., but I don’t get any answers 
or action concerning my lease money. Would you please advise me as 
to whom do I write concerning this matter. 

Three small tracts are being used by the neighboring ranchers who 
do not pay lease fees nor trespass fees, because they know they are 
heired land and no one takes care of them. 

I have written to the agency at Pawnee, Okla., for a list of the lands 
in which I own a share. I’ve never received an answer. When the 
agency does finally explain something, it is in a very condescending 
way and as though we have no right to question them about anything. 

Yes. I would like to know just what I am entitled to, my grand- 
father tells me he has considerable amount of money coming. 
From the Cherokee Tribe and would like to know in case he dies if the 
heirship would be handed down to me, I would like any other informa- 
tion that might be of interest to me. 

When there are a large number of heirs there are a few who refuse 
to sign leases and other papers without large bonus payments. I feel 
that when three or four people own land it should be sold to one of them 
or to another person. 

I have an undivided interest 51030/0886400 in 


There are 


quite a few heirs and I think it would be advisable to sell. It seems 
as if there are too many heirs to contact in order to sell, but as the 
na go on more heirs are added, so something should be done about 


In 1956 the land was leased for oil and in 1958 the months of Septem- 
ber, October, November, December, no oil royalty were paid. In 1959 
for the months of March, April, May, June, July no oil royalty were paid. 


260 

19250 

20028 

19737 

19665 

19965 

19072 

19622 


PorawaTomMiz AGENCY 


Questionnaires were mailed to 611 heirs of the Potawatomie Agency 
and Pos approximately 32 percent) completed returns were received 
from adults. 


GENERAL INFORMATION 


Median age of Potawatomie Agency heirs is in the 41- to 50-year age 
category with the following distribution by age groups: 21 to 30, 14; 
31 to 40, 33; 41 to 50, 59; 51 and over, 93; no answer, 1. There are 82 
males and 118 females. One hundred and fifty-six heirs have children 
with a total of six hundred and sixty-six. One hundred and sixteen 
are heads of households, and one hundred and ninety-five are member 
of the tribe (three are not). The median blood quantum for the 
agency is full with the following distribution by categories: fullblood, 
119; three-quarter blood, 41; halfblood, 20; one-quarter blood, 17; and 
no answer, 3. Fifty-seven heirs live on the reservation, one hundred 
and forty-two live off and one did not answer the q estion. Sixty-one 
heirs report they live on trust or restricted land. Thirty-six heirs 
received some form of welfare assistance during 1958. 

Median income for heads of households is approximately $2,000. 
Median income for all heirs is in the $1,001 to $2,000 category. Income 
of heirs living on the reservation is less than $1,000 Anti income 
for those living off the reservation is between $1,001 and $2,000. By 
Indian blood quantum we find the median for fullbloods is $1,001 to 
$2,000; for three-quarter bloods, approximately $4,000; halfbloods, 
just about $1,000; one-quarter or less Indian blood, approximately 
$2,000. Therefore the three-quarter blood has the highest median, the 
one-quarter blood group is next, then comes the fullblood and last 
those of one-half Indian blood. 

Occupations of the heirs were reported as follows: 


Housewife. &3 | Egg candler 1 
Retired a 16 | Laborer 28 
Heavy equipment operator________ 3 | Farmer 7 
Laundry_ Ls 2 | Government employee 3 
Welder 2 | 2 
Teacher 2| Armed services 2 
Painter_ 1 | Boilermaker__ 1 
Stenographer 1 | Cashier___ 1 
Machine operator__..._....-______ 1 | Social worker 1 
Artist___ 1 | Custodian 1 
Carpenter_ 1 | Greenskeeper 1 
Medical 1 | Roofer____- 2 
Maintenance 1 | Grader operator 1 
Railroad ao 1 | Clerk_ 1 
Machinist__ 1 | Janitor 1 
Shoe repair 1 | Ranch hand__- 1 
Accountant 1 | Disabled 1 
Sheetmetal 1 | Unemployed 1 
Insurance man 1 | Nurses aide 1 
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INTERESTS IN HEIRSHIP LANDS 


The heirs reporting own 440 heirship interests of which there are 65 
in public domain allotments. Twenty-nine heirs live on heirship 
lands and twenty-three of this group are fullbloods. Median age is 
over 51; seven received welfare assistance during 1958. Median in- 
come of this group was less than $1,000, and median income from their 
heirship interests was between $51 and $100; four ranch or farm their 
heirship interests, and five of this group own lands that are not in trust 
status. 

Income from heirship land was, reported by 148 heirs with the 
median being between $51 and $100. ne distribution was as follows: 
$0 to $50, 633 $51 to $100, 34; $101 to $150, 16; $151 to $200, 7; $201 
to $500, 22; $501 to $1,000, 5; $1,001 to $2,000, 1; and 52 did not answer 
Fifty-one heirs visited heirship interests in 1959, forty-eight between 
1958 and 1949, nine between 1948 and 1939, four prior to 1939, and 
ee did not answer. Unfortunately it was not practical to 
tabulate those who had never visited their heirship interests at all, 
since this information was generally within the answer to one of the 
other questions, making it extremely difficult to tabulate. Median 
distance lived from heirship lands is less than 300 miles with the 
distribution as follows: 0 to 300 miles, 104; 301 to 600 miles, 14; 601 
to 900 miles, 17; 901 miles and over, 10; no answer, 46. 


ACTIONS 


Four heirs ranch or farm heirship lands in which they own an in- 
terest. while nine have done so within the past 10 years. Therefore, 
there has been an approximate 70 percent decrease in the use of heir- 
ship lands by heirs within the past 10 years. Sixty-one heirs have at- 
tempted to seli some heirship interests, and two have succeeded. In 
two cases the tribe has attempted to purchase heirship interests un- 
successfully, aiid in six cases other Indians have been unsuccessful 
in attempting to purchase such interests. The heirs themselves in 
eight cases have attempted to buy out other heirs. 


OPINIONS AND PROPOSALS 


Twenty heirs plan to live on heirship lands in the future, forty-three 
plan to ranch or farm their interests. When asked if they wanted to 
sell or exchange some or all of their interests, 25 said some, 65 said all, 
93 none, and 17 did not answer. One of the questions asked of the 
heirs was whether they wanted the Bureau of Indian Affairs to con- 
tinue control of heirship lands. One hundred and thirty-two wanted 
such control retained, twenty-nine wanted it removed, and thirty-nine 
did not answer. Some of the reasons given for retaining or removing 
this control follow: 
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RETAIN CONTROL 


20567 , For future benefits for my children. Homesites for future genera- 

ons. 

20182 They are used to being dependent on the Bureau. 

20395 I have no money to pay taxes. 

20223 I am too far away to handle these affairs—having Government super- 
vision is simpler. 

20303 I want the Bureau to provide the means for my children’s education. 

20289 Because some individuals are not capable of managing their land 
leases. 

20299 Heirship land with many owners would be too complicated to handle 
without Bureau help. If regulations were changed to force the sale 
of the land many of the Indians would lose their land for lack of money 
to buy. 

20159 Maybe some day I might want to move out there. 

20563 The heir would not be able to meet the taxes and the rent is not 
sufficient to take care of the taxes. The taxes would probably be more 
than the rent. 

20121 Because I live too far away to look after my interest in the right 
way. 

20573 Too many heirs. 

REMOVE CONTROL 


20122 The Bureau was set up to operate when the Indians were not too 
well educated and knew nothing of business matters. If it continues 
it will put the Indians in the postion of a serf. It leaves no initiative. 

20316 I would like my land to be sold by me. 

20046 So I may be able to transact all my own business and at better 
prices. 

20354 Because the majority of the tribe is capable of handling their own 
affairs. 

20398 Because it has never done us any good. 

20584 Because I would like to sell my share so as to build where I now 
live. 

20216 If I sold my share, I would have no further interest in the reserva- 
tion. 

20674 I’d rather sell because I’ll never live on it and the income from it is 
too small. 

20255 I believe we can handle it ourselves. 


Question 26b asked the heirs if they would want their interests 
sold and the money divided. Seventy wanted all interests sold, four- 
teen wanted some sold, forty-six none, and seventy did not answer. 
Therefore, a majority of those heirs answering the questions wanted all 
the heirship interests sold. While this is quite clear as to majorit 
opinion, the question arises as to whether this opinion is held by all 
groups within the heirs. We have therefore cross tabulated the an- 
swers to this question by various categories, i.e., blood quantum, resi- 
dence, etc., to determine if there is any significant difference of opinion 
held by any particular group. 

26b. I would like to have the tract(s) of heirship land in which I own an 
interest sold and my share of the money paid to me. 
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The cross tabulation indicates that in certain categories of heirs 
the majority do not want to sell any heirship land. This holds true 
for heirs living on the reservation, those living on trust land, heirs 
living on heirship land, those with heirship incomes of $501 to $1,000, 
and heirs farming or ranching heirship interests. In addition to this 
there are some categories of heirs with a majority wanting to sell some 
or all heirship land, rather than the general majority who want to sell 
all. These categories are fullbloods, those with heirship income be- 
tween $201 and $500, and heirs owning fee lands. 

As a matter of interest we have cross tabulated question 25 concern- 
ing whether the heirs want to sell or exchange interests and question 
26 concerning whether the heirs wanted Bureau of Indian Affairs 
supervision retained over heirship lands, with question 26b asking if 
they wanted their interests sold. 


26b. I would like to have the tract(s) of heirship land in which I own an 
interest sold and my share of the money paid to me. 


Sell all | Sellsome| None No an- 
swer 
26a. Retain Bureau control: 
ee 30 10 42 50 
No 19 2 4 4 
No answer 21 2 0 16 
Total. 70 14 46 70 
25. Sell or exchange undivided interests: 
es, 13 0 
Yes, all. 56 0 1 8 
None.- 3 1 43 
No answer. 3 0 2 12 
Total _ - 70 14 46 70 


Of the group wanting Bureau control retained, 30 want all their 
heirship interests sold and 10 want some sold. Of those heirs not 
answering the whe ser concerning Bureau control a clear majority, 
21 to 18, want all heirship lands sold. 

Question 26c¢ asked if the heirs wanted all controls removed from 
their heirship lands so that the heirs themselves can handle it. 
Twenty-six were in favor of removing controls, 103 wanted them 
retained, and 71 did not answer. 

Question 27 was an attempt to get the heirs to make su gga to 
the Congress concerning possible solutions to the anal em. The 
question was worded in such a way as to inform the Indians that 
a solutions had been offered in the past and four of these were 
isted, then space was left for the heirs to make any recommendations 
he wanted. ile the question was not intended to be one of multiple 
choice it was found that some heirs merely checked off one of the 
proposed solutions. Other heirs wrote in suggestions that coincided 
with one or the other of the pro solutions, and others wrote in 
different opinions. Eighteen heirs wanted those owning more than 
half the land to govern its use and disposition, 17 wanted a simple 
majority of heirs to do so, 10 wanted each heir to have the right to 
appeal to state courts for partition or sale, and 4 wanted all heir- 
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ship poteten, etc., settled under state law by state courts. Some of 
the other suggestions were as follows: 


20482 I feel there should be legal action to declare dead, heirs missing 7 
years or more so that the Federal Government might sell that land and 
effect an early cash settlement. 

20532 All heirs must sign to have any land leased, partitioned, sold, or 
the timber cut, including mineral rights. 

20236 Sell all heirship land to the tribe because as time moves heirs be 
more numerous no one receiving adequate compensation. 

20679 Providing some means by which one heir could eventually buy the 
whole tract. 

20238 Allow the Indian Bureau to act in the best interest of the heirs, 
Some heirs have been influenced by certain individuals. 

20274 Do what you think is best. 

20046 Indian a majority now are all educated and capable of handling 
their own business. 

20573 Leave as is. 

20303 Appointment of one person to transact matters, with approval of 
area director. 

20182 When there are a number of heirs in one tract of land, it should be 
sold and moneys dividet among the heirs. As it now stands, one does 
not get enough out of it and it cost the Government money to issue 
checks to all heirs and keep books. 


Question 28 asked if the heirs owned land that was not held in trust. 
Of the 172 answering, 38 (or approximately 22 percent) do own lands 
not in trust status. Thirty heirs did state how they acquired such 
land with 22 by purchase, 7 inherited it, and 1 was issued a fee patent. 
Median age of this group is about 50; 27 are heads of households; 37 
are members of the tribe; median blood quantum is full; 11 live 
on the reservation; 8 live on trust land; 6 received welfare assistance 
in 1958; median income is between $2,001 and $3,000; 5 live on heir- 
ship land ; median income from heirship interests is less than $50; and 
7 ranch or farm heirship interests. 

Question 29 was an attempt to draw from the heirs any and all 
complaints concerning their heirabip lands. It was worded in very 
prneres terms and was successful in its objective. Complaints of the 

eirs concerned: low lease rates, family squabbles, land not being 
used, money not being disbursed, etc. Some of the complaints follow: 


* 20482 a. To my knowledge, two of the heirs have been missing more than 

30 years. Lack of their signatures has precluded any action to date. 

You have my suggestion for solution set forth under No. 27 above. 

b. In December I shall be 80 years of age. Predominantly, other 

heirs to this tract are over 65. Since the Government has left the 

tract dormant for more than 60 years and all direct heirs were de- 

ceased during the interim, I deeply desire total cash settlement at the 
earliest possible date. In this instance, time is of the essence. 

20532 Who signs the lease for the rent and use of my land? 

20588 Yes; would like a report on exact amount of my holding and a 
clearer understanding of how I rate in regards to tribal relations and 
council, and more definite information from Indian Agency as to my 
true accounting as to any known amount of moneys and land. 

20507 Why can’t we receive more money for the use of our land? There 
are five of us and we each receive $16 a year from the use of 37 
acres, 

20115 I am a Potawatomi Indian and have an inherited interest in seven 
different trust allotments on that reservation. However, I am married 
to a Menominee Indian and live on the Menominee Reservation in the 
State of Wisconsin, a thousand miles from the properties in which I 
have an interest. I will never live on or use any of the lands in which 
I have an equity. In some of the allotments in which I have an 
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inherited interest, there are 14 heirs. None of the heirs live on any 
of the allotments or use them in any way. Most of the lands are 
leased to non-Indians, but the heirs are so numerous that none get 
any substantial income from the property. I have petitioned numerous 
times for sale of the land, but the sales cannot be made since cer- 
tain heirs refuse to sign. Some object because they have a lesser 
interest than I have, and think they should get as much from the 
proceeds as I would. I could use the lump sum proceeds of a sale 
more to advantage than to receive small dribbles each year which 
would not be sufficient to permit me to do anything substantial with 
the funds. ° 

Yes, there is. There are eight of us on 40 acres of land. We 

tried to sell one year, all seven signed but one. Why is it that when 
over half signed and still can’t sell, just because one person didn’t 
sign? We don’t get a thing out of this land only $5 apiece. I think 
it would. be better to sell this 40 acres. Because there is not enough 
land to fool with and too many heirs. Because I can use what money 
we get out of it, if we sold. It looks to me like, if over half of the 
heirs signed, we could sell. Why is it that we can’t sell just be- 
cause one refuses to sign his John Doe? 
Yes. A great deal of trouble on my half brothers and nephew’s share 
of our heirship land. We never can’t agree with one another on leasing 
or cutting timber or selling out or even living on own father’s allot- 
ment. I tried to live there, but I got tired of them coming in cussing 
and kicking around house calling me and my children and husband 
names late at night’s drunk every time they come to the house. So I 
like to partition my father’s allotment and sell the other 5 tracts to 
remodel the house on my father land. 

The same man has rented land for I think about 17 years and has 
wanted to buy. It is next to impossible each time someone has died. 
I have been only one with money to help out. I own one-half of one 
80 acres and have three out of four signed to sell. My father dead 
2 years; died and county had already started on his burial when we 
arrived because he had to except old age pension. He had carried 
papers 5 years and couldn’t locate two men to sell, When he could 
have had this to live on. Our agent is an alright guy but we're so 
far away and he is limited in his signing for us. Being restricted and 
living off of reservation is bad. I’d like to sell my one-third and one- 
half of each 80 acres and buy a house where I live and have a job. 
Sorry this is late’ They called a meeting on our reservation. It ended 
up as nothing. All that trip for nothing. This is our problem. We 
want our freedom. 

We have, for some time, been trying to sell these lands, being in- 
formed first that the signatures of all heirs thereto must first be sub- 
mitted to the Bureau, authorizing such sale. These signatures were 
procured and forwarded on regulation forms received, but have since 
been given one reason, or another, for delay in action-in selling these 
lands, even though Kansas tracks are at present under lease to two 
parties from whom a meager return is forwarded to us. Wish some 
action be taken to speed the sale of these lands and monies paid to us. 
Please advise at your earliest convenience. 

The land to which I am part heir was allotted to my grandmother 

who died in 1901. The Indian Agent has a difficult time trying to rent 
it for farming. It has been rented about 8 years since 1901 for about 
$200 per year. Some of the land has been farmed continuously since 
1901 but no rent could be collected. It should be sold. This would 
save supervision, expense by Indian Agency, and permit the heirs to 
use the money before the dollar shrinks further in value. 
What are you going to do about Kickapoo Tribe in. Old Mexico? I 
have problems in leasing or getting these signatures every time I won't 
make a oil and gas or any papers to be signed they wen’t sign them 
that’s one reason I won't sell the heirship land in Horton, Kans. I 
owe most of this land. There is 21 heirs, it took me almost 3 years 
for the Indians in Mexico to sign. I had wait on them. I would like 
to sell my share in Kansas. I won’t keep the land in McLoud, Okla. 
I would like to hear from you if it’s possible about this land sale. 
Thank you. 
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There are some people on the heirship lands in which I have interests 
on that are no relation at all. I don’t think it’s right to put peoples 
names on heirship lands when they aren’t no relation at all, 

I think that a couple that is not legally married and had no children, 
that if one died leaving land tracts, the spouse of the deceased cannot 
claim heirship land. As in our case, we are losing half of our interests 
because of this. I believe that the agency should have legal proof 
of the marriages, etc., before dividing up among the heirs. Can any 
answer be given to us regarding this problem? 

Mother has been dead for 22 years and most of the heirs have not 
received the rent money from 25 acres. There are a lot of heirs to this 
25 acres most of us have been trying to sell it to one of our cousin. I 
don’t know why it hasn’t been sold to her. She has some money tied up 
in this land. At the Horton, Kans., field office, as far as I know there 
isn’t a one-half blood Indian on the Iowa Reservation. 

I think the sale of heirship lands should discontinue. In my case I 
was the last to be asked to sign to sell. The first on the list had very 
little interest. I did not want to sell so I did not sign. A letter follows 
from my brother if I did not sign to sell. He would not sign any more 
leases. To show him I had as much interest I made a lease and saw it 
through. I am on a pension and I appreciate what little I get each year 
from the land. There’s my children—grandchildren who might some 
day be glad I held on to what I have and they would have a place to call 
home. I am opposed to the Indian Bureau discontinuing the control of 
Indian lands. Yes, its true some don’t live on their lands, but there’s 
a day coming they will be like me, disabled, getting old. And be glad 
to have a place to retire to. My wife and I intend to return to the 
reservation when she retires from her Government job. 

Sorry, I could not be of anymore help. Do not know enough about it 
to answer all the questions. Do know, I’m heir to land in Nebraska. 
About a year or so ago, received a small check from a trust fund for 
land in Oklahoma, would like to have more information. 

A lot of pastures or over pastured too much livestock. And some of 
the farm lands are wore out as some of the farmers or leasors do not 
use any fertilizers. Our agent does not see that the farmers take care 
of ground. What I think is a lot of this ground is so wore out, yet it is 
still leased. That this ground or land could be seeded down on this 
soil conservation program and the Indian could receive the rental from 
that. On one of the heired land our rentor used this soil bank. Kept 
the ground for 5 years. All we got out of it was our $15 a year while 
he received the money from the soil bank. Much of this land here on 
the reservation is rented this way. That is why so much of the Indians 
see such hard times through the winters. 

Yes, as I received a letter some time ago from my sister, about some 
land she was trying to sell, belonging to our mother, , that our 
grandmother left her and she wanted my brother and I to sign, but 
we didn’t as we don’t know which part of the land she was talking 
about and beings I was the youngest child, there are still quite a few 
things, I don’t know about concerning our Indian affairs, as far as I 
know, I am still a member of our tribe. 

Letting the individual control the bidding and buying of his own 
land. No one bureau or committee is in a position to know the thoughts, 
needs, or wishes of any individual. Since the Indian is a citizen, and 
many of the privileges he had when treaties were in effect, taken away, 
or disregarded, let him act like a citizen just like other citizens of the 
United States with the same rights guaranteed by the Constitution. 
Force upon him the system which is now in effect and the purposes 
of democracy are shattered and instead, a system bordering on com- 
munism remains. Only in intent is the Bureau’s ideas, where in reality, 
they hinder, demoralize, and discourage. 

Yes. I would like to know just how many shares I have in inherited 
land and to whom they belonged to. 

Yes. I would like to have my 80 acres surveyed, some white person 
moved the fence over to his benefit. This land is on the Seneca Indian 
Reservation, near Wyandotte, Okla. It is still under restriction. 
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SHAWNEE AGENCY 


Questionnaires were mailed to 1,386 heirs of the Shawnee Agency 
and 357 (approximately 25 percent) completed questionnaires were 
received from adults. 

GENERAL INFORMATION 


Median age of Shawnee heirs is in the 41 to 50 years of age a 
with the distribution as follows: 21 to 30, 39; 31 to 40, 71; 41 to 50, 
87; 51 and over, 156; and no answer, 4. There are 165 males and 191 
females; one did not answer the question. Two hundred and eighty 
heirs reported a total of 970 children. Two hundred and twenty-four 
are Hiads of households and 336 are members of the tribe (17 are not). 
Median Indian blood quantum is full with the distribution by cate- 
gories as follows: fullblood, 180; three-quarter blood, 42; halfblood, 
45; one-quarter or less Indian blood, 84; no Indian blood, 1; and no 
answer, 5. Forty-six heirs live on the reservation, 305 live off, and 
6 did not answer. Ninety-seven heirs live on trust or restricted land, 
and of this number 40 live on the reservation. Fifty-one heirs re- 
ceived welfare assistance in 1958 and, of this number, seven lived on 
the reservation. 

One hundred and seven heirs answered the question concerning in- 
come during 1958, and the median was in the $1,001 to $2,000 category. 
However, median income for heads of households is between $3,001 
and $4,000. 

Heirs living on the reservation have a median income between $1,001 
and $2,000 as compared to a median between $2,001 and $3,000 for 
those living off. When income is computed by blood quantum we 
find the fullbloods have a median of $1,001 to $2,000, three-quarter 
blood median is over $4,000, halfblood median is between $2,001 and 
$3,000 and one-quarter or less Indian blood income median is over 
$4,000. Occupations of the heirs were reported as follows: 


Housewife 73| Armed services 1 
Retired 21| Law clerk 1 
Clerk 6 | Charwoman 1 
Teacher 4| Maintenance 1 
Truckdriver 3| Dairy work 2 1 
Aircraft worker Gas station 1 
Machine operator 3 | Floor layer 1 
Machinist 2| Engineer 1 
Mechanic 2| Farmer 23 
Deputy county treasurer__..._.__ 1| Laborer 10 
Restaurant 1| Federal Government employee_._.. 5 
Secretary 1} Oilfield worker dive 
Disabled 1| Nurse 3 
Geophysicist 1| Aircraft mechanic 3 
IBM key punch verifier___._..... 1| Farm labor 2 
Welder 1; Unemployed 2 
Disabled veteran 1| Warehouseman 1 
Measurer (packing plant) ........ 1} Cabinetmaker 1 
Accountant 1} Railroad engineer 1 
Aircraft pilot 1| Stenographer > 
Railroad (?) 1! Student 1 
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Parts identifier 1| Waitress 1 
Business manager. 1| Bricklayer. 1 
Sawmill 1| Taxi driver. 1 
Actor 1} Tribal employee 1 
Flight engineer 1] Packer 1 
Bookkeeper 1] Public relations 1 
Aeronautical engineer. 1] Sheet-metal work 1 
Shipping clerk 1] Seamstress 1 


INTERESTS IN HEIRSHIP LAND 


Heirs of Shawnee Agency own 764 heirship interests and 170 are 
in public domain allotments. Forty-eight heirs live on land in which 
they own an heirship interest. Forty of this group are fullbloods, 
median age is over 51, four received welfare assistance during 1958, 
median income from heirship interests is approximately $150. Ten 
ranch or farm the land and five own fee lands. 

Median income from heirship land for all heirs was less than $50 
with the distribution as follows: $0 to $50, 125; $51 to $100, 44; $101 
to $150, 22; $151 to $200, 24; $201 to $500, 22; $501 to $1,000, 4; 
$1,001 to $2,000, 2; $2,001 and over, 2; no answer, 112. Ninety-five 
heirs visited some of their interests during 1959, 110 between 1958 
and 1949, 14 between 1949 and 1939, 11 prior to 1939, and 127 did not 
answer. Unfortunately it was not practical to tabulate those who had 
never visited their heirship interests at all, since this information was 
generally within the answer to one of the other questions, making it 
extremely difficult to tabulate. Two hundred and twelve heirs lived 
less than 300 miles from their heirship interests, 25 lived between 301 
and 600 miles away, 12 lived between 601 and 900 miles away, 52 lived 
over 901 miles away, and 56 did not answer. 


ACTIONS 


Fourteen heirs ranch or farm lands in which they hold an heirship 
interest and 38 have done so within the past 10 years. Therefore, in 
the a 10 years there has been an approximate 73 percent decrease 
in the use of heirship lands by heirs. Ninety-three heirs have at- 
tempted to dispose of heirship interests and 37 succeeded. Six inter- 
ests were es er of to the tribe and the balance to individuals. Heirs 
have themselves attempted to purchase interests of other heirs in 21 
cases. The tribe has attempted unsuccessfully to purchase heirship 
interests in 8 cases and other Indians in 11 cases. 


OPINIONS AND PROPOSALS 


Seventy-eight heirs plan to live on their heirship interests in the 
future and 72 hope to ranch or farm them. When asked if they wanted 
to sell or exchange some or all of their interests in heirship lands, 40 
wanted to sell or exchange some; 95, all; 208, none; and 14 did not 
answer. Therefore, the majority did not want to sell or exchange any 
psn interests. One of the questions asked of the heirs was if ne. 
wanted Bureau of Indian Affairs control removed from heirship 1 


and why. Two hundred and thirty-three wanted the Bureau control 
retained; 73, removed; and 51 did not answer. Some of the reasons 
given for retaining or removing Bureau control follow: 
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RETAIN CONTROL 


121598 There are 7 heirs involved and we cannot agree on decision. 

21990 I am too old to work and I can’t pay tax on my land. 

20951 Because lessees of Indian land take care of the land if they know 
the land is Government restricted. 

20740 For protection and advice. 

21475 I like the way the Indian Bureau controls the land problems. 

21734 The land is more valuable to the family as a home than the money 
would be. 

21140 Unless and until I can own it all, I prefer the present status. 

21708 Because the oil and mineral rights may someday be valuable to either 
myself or my children. 

21604 Save on taxes. 

20950 Cannot afford to pay taxes. 

21489 To help Indians keep their land. 

22051 I’m too far away to handle anything connected with it. 

20796 Land not taxable under trust agreement. 

21718 Treaty rights, 

21568 I’m not able to read or write. 

22023 To remain a legal Indian. 

20802 I had so little schooling when I was child. I think I am asking so 
little when I asked the Congress to have my land controlled by the 
Indian Bureau. 

20833 Because we have not been able to divide the land. 


21296 Have never been able to get a direct answer to any question. 
21371 Get the Government out of the Indian business. 
21595 I’m of age and would like to use my land as I see fit. 


21101 When there are a large number of heirs it is very difficult to lease 


the property. 

21469 Because I will get the best benefit of my interest of this land. 

21196 I believe the Indians are as smart as any other race of people. 

21553 There are too many heirs to the same tract. 

22088 I believe the Indian would get up and try and keep himself; we 
can transact our own business better. 

21106 Because it takes too long to ever get any money we will all be 
dead with old age. 

21812 Might live there. 

21693 Although they are fair in their handling it, there is too much redtape 
in selling it. 

21182 Because the natural and logical thing is for the State to control all 
lands within its borders. 

20871 They are too slow. 

21738 I wish to seli it. 

21733 I think the control should be returned to the Indians as soon as they 
are able to manage their own affairs. 


Question 26b asked the heirs if they would want their interests sold 
and the money divided. One hundred and sixteen wanted all their 
heirship interests sold, 22 wanted some, 93 none, and 126 did not 
answer. 

Therefore, a clear majority of heirs wanted some or all of their 
heirship interests sold. Slightly over half of those voting wanted 
all the heirship interests sold. We have cross-tabulated the answers to 
this question by various categories—i.e., blood quantum, heirship in- 
come, residence, etc.—to determine if there are any significant differ- 
ences, 


26b. I would like to have the tract(s) of heirship land in which I own an 
interest sold and my share of the money paid to me. : 


+ Individual’s code number. 
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Categories “Sell all |Sellsome| None No 
answer 
e: 
4s 21 to 30.... ll 2 13 13 
31 to 40. 19 7 17 28 
51 and over. on 52 10 41 53 
No answer. 1 0 1 2 
Total... 116 22 93 126 
Male 51 13 47 54 
Female ; 65 9 45 72 
No answer. on « 0 0 1 0 
Total... 116 22 93 126 
children: 
93 20 67 100 
ae 23 2 24 26 
No answer. os 0 0 2 0 
Total. .....-. 116 22 93 126 
Head of household: 
Yes_. 71 16 57 80 
No... 43 6 33 45 
No answer. 2 0 3 1 
Total-_..- 116 22 126 
Dee of Indian blood: 
OES 7 64 15 38 63 
7 2 13 23 
1 0 0 0 
No answer. 0 0 3 2 
Total... 116 22 93 126 
Live on reservation: 
 eeottered 13 4 16 13 
0 1 0 5 
116 22 93 126 
trust or restricted land: 
No answer. 2 0 1 7 
Total... 116 22 93 126 
heirship land: 
10 2 16 20 
104 19 76 103 
No answer. 2 1 1 3 
Total.. 116 22 93 126 
Income from heirship land: 
$0 to $50._.. 48 6 34 37 
$51 t to $100 17 4 8 15 
$101 to $150 5 3 5 9 
$151 to $200 10 2 6 6 
$201 to $500 3 3 5 ll 
$501 to $1,000 1 1 1 1 
$1, 001 to $2,000-- 0 0 1 1 
$2,001 and over. 0 0 2 0 
No answer... 32 3 31 46 
Votal. 116 22 1% 
or ranch heirship land: 
es... 0 9 4 
No... 113 22 83 116 
2 0 1 6 
Total... 116 22 93 126 
Own fee land 
Yes. 27 7 25 21 
No answer 12 |. 0 6 26 
Total 116 22 93 126 
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An examination of the cross-tabulation brings forth some interest- 
ing points. Although in the overall picture the majority want to 
sell some or all of their heirship interests, we find several groups that 
do not want to sell any ; for example, those with one-half Indian blood, 
those who live on heirship land, and those who ranch or farm heirship 
land. On the other side we find certain groups where a majority want 
to sell all their heirship interests. These groups are those heirs over 
41 years of age, female heirs, heirs with children, heirs who are not 
heads of ar gary, fullbloods, three-quarter bloods, those living off 
the reservation, not living on trust land, not living on heirship land, 
with incomes from heirship land of less than $100, and not farming 
or ranching heirship interests. 

As a matter of interest, we have cross-tabulated question 25, con- 
cerning whether the heirs want to sell or exchange interests, and 
question 26, concerning whether they want Bureau supervision re- 
aaa with question 26b, asking if they wanted all their interests sold, 
as follows: 


Question 26b. I would like to have the tract(s) of heirship land in which I 
own an interest sold and my share of the money paid to me. 


Sell all Sell None No 
some answer 
26a. Retain Bureau control: 
25. Sell or exchange undivided interests: 
es: 
sth hp 3 2 10 
No answer 0 0 9 


This cross tabulation indicates that of those heirs wanting Bureau 
of Indian Affairs control retained over heirship land 48 want all their 
interests sold, and 13 want some sold. Some of the heirs who did not 
answer the question concerning continued Bureau control did answer 
the question concerning sale of their interests. Twenty-two wanted all 
their heirship interests sold, 3 wanted some. It is interesting to note 
that some heirs who did not want to sell or exchange heirship land in 
answer to question 25 did want their interests sold. Possibly, these 
heirs want the land sold, but do not want to participate in the nego- 
tiations. 

Question 26c¢ asked if the heirs wanted all controls removed from 
their heirship lands so that the heirs themselves can handle it. One 
hundred and eighty-six wanted all controls retained, 72 wanted them 
removed and 99 did not answer. 

Question 27 was an attempt to draw from the heirs suggestions to 
the Congress concerning a possible solution to the problem. The 
question was worded in such a way as to inform the Indians that 

ossible solutions had been offered in the past and four of these were 

isted, then space was left for the heirs to make any recommendations 

he wanted. While the question was not intended to be one of multiple 
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choice it was found that some heirs merely checked off one of the 
pro solutions. Other heirs wrote in suggestions that coincided 
with one or the other of the sugeneted solutions. Forty-eight heirs 
preferred that more than half the heirs have authority to decide on 
the use and disposition of heirship lands, 18 felt those heirs owning 
more than half the tract should decide, 7 wanted all heirship problems 
settled by State court and State law, and 6 wanted any one heir to 
have authority to appeal to State courts for partition or sale of the 
land. Some of the other suggestions made by heirs were as follows: 


* 21827 I think where there are five or six or more heirs the land should be 
sold, money divided to heirs. 

21641 Whatever you think is right. 

20895 Any time a person’s interest gets to less than one-eighth let them 
sell it back to the tribe and then have it as a community (tribal) owned. 

21352 Leave it as is. 

21892 Let the Indians on his own, maybe they will make something out of 
themselves. 

21542 Survey it and divide it by a unconcerned person then the person that 
owned it could make the decision for himself. 

21378 I believe that all signatures should be required before any land is 
sold, but let majority rule when renting or leasing. 

21875 Keep it under restrictions. 

21936 If one heir desires to get out of the combination, he should be allowed 
to get out regardless of the amount he shares. If the rest of heirs 
wish they could combine their resources and purchase his share. 

21328 Delegate one heir to lease or to sell. 

21595 I think you should give everyone title and deed to his own land. 

22088 Remove all restrictions soon as possible. 

21182 Let the State take over all Indian reservations that the Government 
has control or interest. 

Question 28 asked if the heirs owned land that was not held in trust. 
Of the 313 heirs answering the question, 80 (approximately 25 per- 
cent) own fee lands. Thirty-one heirs had purchased such property, 
12 had inherited it, and the remaining 37 did not state how they 
acquired it. 

Median age of this group is between 41 and 50, 52 are heads of 
households, 74 are tribal members, 6 are not, median blood quantum 
is one-half, 3 live on the reservation and 77 live off, 7 live on trust 
land, 8 received welfare assistance during 1958, median income is over 
$4,000, 5 live on heirship land, median income from heirship interests 
is less than $50, and 2 ranch or farm heirship interests. 

Question 29 was an attempt to draw from the heirs any and all 
complaints concerning their heirship lands. It was worded in very 

neral terms and brought forth com laints concerning difficulties in 
easing or sellin heirship land, fami y troubles concerning the land, 
difficulties in obtaining information, etc. The following were se- 
lected as representative complaints from the heirs at Shawnee Agency : 

21418 It is my opinion that the Bureau of Indian Affairs should not provide 
services such as land management for those individuals who have 
clearly made the social and economic adjustment to the American 
culture. It would seem that the efforts of the Bureau should be di- 
rected toward assisting those individuals who are in need of help, in- 
stead of providing services to those people who are capitalizing on their 
Indian status. Since Government agencies operate under policies set 
out by Congress, it would seem that it could be congressional policy not 
to provide services to individuals who are not in need instead of ter- 
minating tribal groups in which some members may not be able to 
accept termination. 


1 Individual’s code number. 
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The land we have in - , Okla. is 80 acres and my sister and I 
are part heirs and we are supposed to get our mother’s part. Some 
time ago we were offered $20,000 for land by some oil company. Since 
we had to have all heirs sign we got nothing done. Now we have 
leased it to and so far no leaSe money yet. I wrote Indian 
agency at Shawnee and still no reply. So that’s why I say give us 
a power to sell and get what little we can all in a lump sum where we 
could do good with money. 

Only in that I have no idea of where, or that is to say the reason 
for some of the checks I receive. Other than that, none. 

We have 40 acres and there is 6 of us heirs. Some want to live on 
the place, they won’t put out a dime on it. The house will soon fall 
in. Another thing we are always fussing over the place and all are 
getting quite old. I have two small children to put through school 
so I could use my share. Another thing, this Indian agency lets this 
Indian land to rent too cheap. This is my father’s place. The 80 acres 
rents for $250 a year. I didn’t come in on the other 40 acres which 
was deeded to the other four, Another mistake done by the Indian 
agency, you educate the Indians so why not let them take care of their 
own affairs, so turn us loose tomorrow. 

Yes, I would like to know the location and size of the land in 
Oklahoma and elsewhere, if any, that is involved in my particular case 
along with what share or percentage involved. I hope this helps your 
committee—for me as one is thoroughly in the dark regarding my grand- 
parents property in Indian affairs. 

When there are a large number of heirs there are a few who refuse 
to sign leases and Other papers without large bonus payments. I feel 
that when more than 3 or 4 people own land it should be sold to one 
of them or to another person. 

Well I have two different tracts of land that I have interest and 
we have a hard time in leasing this land on account of too many heirs, 
one tract has about 98 heirs and the other has about 20 heirs and I 
think it is best to sell these kinds of land that is so much trouble of 
getting all the signatures of the heirs. 

I own the biggest part of the land share with my brothers and 
sister, some died they leave heirs. Some very little, and are living 
in different States. Take so long to get leases sign by them. I heir 
in one 60 acres. Some heir get as much as 2 to 4 cents. Really don’t 
want to sell but we have so hard time getting their lease. Some of 
them don’t want to lease. So it best to sell, divided money to their 
share. 

I have two problems I would like to bring to your attention: One 
is the Seizmograph companies drill holes for test wells on land in 
which I own an interest. Some or most of the time, the other heirs 
and myself do not receive full payment from these companies. We only 
receive one-half to divide among 4 heirs and our leaser receives the 
other half. I feel this is unfair, because in time, the leaser will final- 
ly receive back the money for which he leased the land for and there- 
fore would have leased it free. Problem 2 is I feel we do not receive 
enough money for the land we lease. 

I think that any land that has more than 10 heirs should be sold 
and the money given to the heirs. This I say because that after a 
period of years so many more people come to be heirs. Take for exam- 
ple one plot of land consisting of 160 acres, the last figure I had on 
heirs was almost a 100 and this was several years ago. Since this 
time I am sure the number has grown. The bit is own is so small 
that my pay from this land is less than 5 cents at times. I am sure 
that I am not the only one that falls in this situation. This is why 
I say that all land that has over 10 heirs be sold and this would 
save a lot of paperwork and several hundreds of dollars per year. 
In saying this, I do think that there would be asking of heirs about 
the sale, it should be automatic. 

Grandfather's 320 acres has never been divided and my father left 
his share to me and now they say that this is taxable—and I don’t 
understand how this can be taxed when I don’t even know where the 
property is. 
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The only problem we have connected with our land is we cannot 
lease our land the way we would like to. Sometimes this works to 
our disadvantage. In my case we know our neighbors and their ways. 
In our case (our office) these lands are put up to the highest bidder. 
The man with best pull at our office gets the land he wants. It also 
takes 6 months to make an oil lease. We think it’s a quick deal if 
it’s 6 months, 

I would like to partition my share from the others and then it would 
be up to the others to do what it wants. Also we don’t get adjusted 
through Indian agency. I’ve asked to look at folder. Som 
changes the decisions at hearings. I in reversed the will on that. 
I’m supposed to have one-half interest in it. Now I have just one- 
quarter . I wish you could do something about things like that. 
The Indian agent says he can’t. 

Yes. My sisters and brothers and the other heirs try three or four 
time to sell my Grandfather We all sign the papers. But never 
got anywhere and this land is under the Shawnee Indian Agency. So 
please try and help us out on this tract of land. 

Yes. The property benefits none of the heirs as it is now. The cor- 
respondence, notary, etc. costs more than any income derived from the 
property. 

Two years ago someone from the Soil Conservation Bureau built a 
pond on land adjoining mine. To get the bulldozer back to the section 
line, a road was bulldozed through my timberland. I went to the agency 
at Shawnee, Okla., to make a complaint. I was told I could file no com- 
plaint unless I took my land from under restriction. Does any soil 
conservation man at the agency have the authority to give permission 
to any one to make a road through my timberland? 

The oil and gas leases are not fitted to our time and age. Also the 
agriculture leases. The rules and regulations of the Indian Bureau 
might have been all right for 20 years ago, but I feel the Indian isn’t 
getting the actual value from the land that is owned by the Indian. Our 
living costs have gone up just like everything else and I also think the 
Federal Government should let up on the rules and regulations so the 
Indian might exercise his business ability. 

I think these heirship lands ought to be sold because we can’t get 
along. There are just too many heirs and we cain’t get along and this 
land is not doing anybody any good. The improvements are going down 
and it makes the place look bad. 

Survey and divided it, because later on, I would like to build my home, 
that way, I can approve the land and take care of it like it is suppose 
to be done. Also, the persons who had lease my land was to approve 
the land, like build the fence, etc. but never has been done. Also, they 
don’t bid high enough. 

My heirship land has been leased several times, and is at present, to 
an oil company, for the purpose of drilling for oil. Yet in their lease, 
it does not stipulate a limited time in which they have to place a test 
well, therefore this company holds the land and no drilling is done. I 
think, if it is leased for this purpose, a definite time should be written 
in the lease, forcing them to dig a test well or forfeit their lease. 

I have no land that I know of, if I do please let me know. 

Being 68 years old, I am unable to work. I’m unable to get old age 
pension. My small amount of land does not pay enough income for me 
to exist. I would like to sell my interest in my land, use the money 
while I live and then I could get an old age pension. My older son 
which is a half brother to my other three children is able to keep me 
from selling. 

I want present control by Indian Bureau and restrictions. Leasings 
forms for oil-gas and farming or grazing, should be modified or stream- 
lines (so-called) where the leasee won’t have to have so many forms 
to fill out. I find that oil companies don’t care to lease Indian lands 
because of so much redtape, so-called. Also referring to question No. 
27, heirs are so scattered that the leasee spends time in locating the 
heirs for signatures and complains of the time and cost. 
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BILLINGS AREA OFFICE 


Questionnaires were mailed to 4,869 heirs in the Billings area and 
aeaete returns were received from 868 (approximately 18 percent.) 
adults. 


GENERAL INFORMATION 


Median age of heirs in the Billings Area is in the 41- to 50-year 
category with the following distribution : 21 to 30, 123; .31 to 40, 187; 
41 to 50, 205; 51 and over, 335; no answer, 18, There are 440 males, 
412 females, and 16 did not answer. Six hundred and ninety-nine 
heirs reported one children, with a total of 2,711. Five hundred 
and twenty-three Billings heirs are heads of households, 314 are not, 
31 did not answer. 

Median Indian blood quantum for the heirs at Billings is three- 
quarters, with the following distribution: fullbloods, 373; three- 
quarter blood, 111; half-blood, 185; one-quarter or less Indian blood, 
181; no Indian blood, 2; and no answer, 16. The majority of Billings 
heirs (488) live on reservations, with 363 living off, and 17 did not 
answer. is picture changes when it comes to residence on trust or 
restricted land with the majority (492) not living on such lands, 
825 do, and 51 did not answer. 

A total of 227 heirs in the Billings Area received some form of wel- 
fare assistance during 1958 and the majority (186) lived on the reser- 
vations. Of those heirs reporting 1958 income (464) the median is in 
the $1,001 to $2,000 category. en income is computed by residence 
on or off reservations we find that without exception off reservation 
heirs in all agencies have a higher income than those living on. Low- 
est on reservation incomes were at Flathead, Northern Cheyenne, and 
Wind River, all falling in the less than $1,000 category. ighest off 
reservation incomes were at Crow and Fort Peck where they exceeded 
$4,001. Incomes were also computed by blood quantum and of the 459 
heirs who answered both the income and degree of Indian blood ques- 
tions we find the median for fullbloods is less than $1,000; median for 
three-quarter blood is between $2,001 and $3,000; median for half- 
blood and one-quarter or less were both in the $3,001 to $4,000 category. 
For heads of households we find the lowest 1958 income at Northern 
Cheyenne and Wind River (both below $1,000), and the highest at 
Blackfeet and Fort Peck (both between $3,001 and $4,000). Median 
income for heads of households in the entire area is betwen $2,001 
and $3,000. 


INTEREST IN HEIRSHIP LAND 


While many of the heirs did not know how many tracts of land 
they held an heirship interest in, we found that 608 held interests in 
2,244 tracts or an average of 3.6 each. Most of the heirs had interests 
in heirship tracts located on more than one reservation. Of 306 heirs 
fe oo came in public domain allotments they averaged 3.5 in- 
terests 
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One hundred and four heirs in the Billings Area live on tracts in 
which they own an undivided interest, and 37 of them farm or ranch 
the land. Of the 104 living on heirship land 79 are fullbloods and 45 
receive welfare assistance during 1958. Median age category of this 
group is over 51 and 15 own other lands in fee status. 

The question concerning income from heirship land was answered 
by 598 and the median for 1958 was between $51 and $100. Lowest 
income from heirship land was at Flathead and Wind River Agencies 
(both less than $50) and the — was at Crow Agency which was 
in the $201 to $500 category. The majority of heirs had visited their 
heirship interests within the leg 10 years. 

Distance lived from heirship land was tabulated on the basis of a 
1, 2, 3, and more than 3 days’ drive. The majority (464) lived 
within 1 day’s drive, 44 lived from 301 to 600 miles, 42 between 601 
to 900 miles, 114 lived more than 901 miles away and 204 did not 
answer. 

Three hundred and two heirs in the Billings Area have attempted 
to dispose of some heirship interests and 119 (approximately 39.4 

recent) were successful. The percentage of success ranges from a 

igh of 50 percent at Crow Agency to a low of 20.5 percent at 
Northern Cheyenne. 


OPINIONS AND PROPOSALS 


Two hundred and one heirs plan to live on some of their heirship 
land in the future and 211 intend to ranch or farm it. There is an 
overlap in these statistics since some heirs probably intend to both 
live on and ranch or farm the land. 

When asked if they wanted to sell or exchange some or all of their 
heirship land, 200 heirs said some, 251 all, 345 none, and 72 did not 
answer. Therefore the majority of the Billings heirs want to sell or 
exchange some or all of their heirship lands. The heirs were also 
asked if they wanted all Bureau of Indian Affairs controls removed 
over heirship land. The majority (426) wanted all Bureau control 
over heirship land retained, 272 wanted it removed and 170 did not 
answer, A follow-up question asked of the heirs was whether they 
would want heirship land sold and the money divided among the heirs. 
Three hundred and eighteen (the majority of those answering) 
wanted all heirship land sold, 84 wanted some sold, 187 did not want 
any sold, and 279 did not answer. While this is clear as to majorit; 
opinion of those answering the question arises as to whether this is 
opposed by any particular group of heirs. We have, therefore, cross 
tabulated the answers to this pesion by various categories, i.e. blood 
quantum, residence, etc., as follows : 


| 26b I would like to have the tracts of heirship land in which I own an 
interest sold and my share of the money paid to me. 


Categories Sell all |Sellsome| None No an- 

21 to 30 44 7 25 47 


op 
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Categories Sell Sell None _ No 
all some answer 
175 47 87 131 
140 37 99 136 
3 0 1 12 
318 187 279 
257 71 157 214 
60 12 23 49 
1 1 2 16 
318 84 187 279 
Head of household 
No 1044300 3 1 6 21 
Degree of Indian blood: 
157 55 124 152 
158 29 63 113 
3 0 0 4 
318 84 187 279 
94 41 92 98 
207 39 86 160 
17 4 9 21 
318 84 187 279 
31 16 24 33 
282 68 156 226 
5 0 7 20 
318 84 187 279 
115 22 38 83 
39 10 28 15 
15 8 19 14 
y 3 19 ll 
23 20 25 22 
ll 6 li ll 
2 2 3 6 
5 1 2 0 
99 12 42 117 
Farm or ranch heirship interests: 
15 9 25 25 
318 84 187 279 
Own fee land 
No answer. 44 8 14 69 
Total. 318 84 187 279 
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The cross tabulation shows that heirs in two classifications (those 
farming or ranching heirship land and those receiving between $151 
and $200 income from such land) do not want to sell. There are 
other classifications of heirs where the majority want to sell some or 
all, but those wanting to sell all do not constitute a majority. These 
classifications are (iy ages 31 to 40; (2) fullbloods; (3) heirs living 
on reservations ; (4) heirs living on trust or restricted land; (5) heirs 
living on heirship land; (6) income from heirship land between $101 
and $150; (7) income from heirship land between $201 and $2,000; 
and (8) heirs not owning other lands in fee. 

It is interesting to note that when asked if they wanted Bureau of 
Indian Affairs control over heirship land removed the majority said 
“No,” and yet when asked if they wanted the land sold and the 
mone divided the esi « said “Yes.” This would seem to indi- 
cate that the heirs would like to — of the land but they do not 
want to handle such disposals personally. 

Question 27 was an attempt to draw from the heirs any su tions 
to the Congress concerning the problem of heirship lands. The ques- 
tion was worded in such a way as to inform the Indians that possible 
solutions had been offered in the past and four of these were listed, 
then space was left for the heirs to make any suggestions they wanted. 
While the question was not intended to be one of multiple choice, it 
was found that 291, checked off one of the su —— With so many 
answering in this way it was felt these should tabulated. The tabu- 
lation does not include those suggestions written in by other heirs 
(these are printed in the agency analysis). One hundred and eighteen 
of those heirs felt that a simple majority of heirs should decide on 
the leasing, selling etc., of heirship tracts, 103 felt that heirs owning 
a majority interest in the tract should decide, 36 wanted all heirship 
probates handled by state courts under state law, and 34 wanted 
each heir to have the right of appeal to a state court for partition 
and sale of the land. 

In the Billings Area, of 733 heirs answering the question concernin 
ownership of lands in fee status, 183 (approximately 24.9 percent) 
own such lands. The perenne of fee landowners varies by agency 
from a low of 12.8 percent at Northern Cheyenne to a hi 4 of 38.7 
prem at Fort Peck. Percentage of fee landowners (based on those 

eirs answering the question) were as follows: Blackfeet, 32.7 per- 

cent; Crow, 21.4 percent; Flathead, 24.4 percent; Fort Belknap, 14.4 

~— Fort Peck, 38.7 percent; Northern Cheyenne, 12.8 percent; 
ind River, 13.6 percent. 

Question 29 was an attempt to draw from the heirs any and all prob- 
lems they had encountered concerning their heirship lands. It was 
worded in very general terms and brought forth many comments by 
the heirs. In each agency report there a r extracts covering the 
range and t of problems. For the Billings Area one of the most 
often voiced complaints concerned the difficulty in disposing of heir- 


ship land. Other heirs complained that they did not know where the 
land was or how much they owned, lease income was too low, Govern- 
ment regulations were too restrictive and unnecessarily prolonged any 
action, agency offices would not answer letters asking for informa- 
tion, etc. 
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The following tables are illustrative of the factual data established 


by this study : 
AREA 
TaBLe I.—Age groups of heirs 
Agency 21-30 31-40 41-50 51 and over | No answer | Total heirs 
Blackfeet. - 37 52 166 96 4 255 
SAS) a 1 7 13 123 0 44 
ll 5 117 25 1 59 
Fort Belknap................. 31 38 129 53 2 153 
PE | 10 41 142 45 6 144 
Northern Cheyenne 19 33 123 58 3 136 
14 ll 115 35 2 77 
123 187 1205 335 18 S68 
1 Median age category. 
TasBLeE II.—Heirs who have children and the total number 
| 
um 
who have children 
children 
Fort Belknap - 123 555 
Fort Peck... ill 408 
Northern Cheyenne 109 397 
Total. 699 2,711 
III.—Heads of households 
Agency Heads of | Not heads of} Noanswer | Total heirs 
households | households 
157 93 5 255 
32 26 1 59 
85 51 8 144 
Northern Cheyenne...............-.-.-.-..s..- 85 47 4 136 
ind River. 51 24 2 77 
523 314 31 868 
Degree of Indian blood 
Agency Full- My YY or None No Total 
blood " less answer heirs 
Blackfeet _ _. 63 23 1 84 0 2 255 
Crow 126 5 4 0 1 44 
Flathead 14 ll 112 22 0 0 59 
Fort Belknap. - 178 16 2 4 153 
Fort Peck 33 29 136 41 0 5 4 
Northern 1108 14 2 9 3 
Witt 161 6 14 5 0 1 77 
373 ill 185 181 2 16 868 
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TaBLE V.—Residence of heirs 


Agency Living on Living off | Noanswer | Total heirs 
reservation | reservation 
Blackfeet... ............- 115 1138 2 255 
Flathead__._..... he re 25 132 2 59 
74 178 1 153 
Northern 21 4 136 
Total__--.. 1 488 363 17 868 
1 Majority of heirs answering. 
Tasie VI.—Heirs living on trust or restricted land 
Live on Do not live 
Agency trust or on trust or No Total 
restricted restricted answer heirs 
land land 
Crow 132 ll 1 44 
Flathead 18 135 6 59 
Fort Belknap 53 192 8 153 
‘ort Peck 35 1102 7 144 
Northern Cheyenne 188 39 9 136 
Total 325 1 492 51 868 
1 Majority of heirs answering. 
Taste VII.—Heirs receiving welfare assistance 
Heirs receiv- Live on Live off 
Agency ing welfare | reserva’ reservation | No answer 
assistance 
Blackfeet 61 138 13 0 
Crow.... 13 112 0 1 
Flathead 10 17 3 0 
Fort Peck._.-. 17 112 5 0 
Northern Chey 64 160 3 1 
Wind River 19 118 0 1 
Total. 227 1186 38 3 
1 Majority answering. 
TaBLE VIII.—1958 income reported by heirs 
Agency $0 to | $1,001 to | $2,001 to | $3,001 to} $4,001 No Total 
$1,000 $2,000 $3,000 $4,000 | andover| answer heirs 
Blackfeet 45 16 118 16 52 108 255 
Crow... 12 13 6 3 5 15 44 
Flathead _......- 12 4 16 3 8 26 59 
Fort Belknap-.-........--.-..-- 19 13 110 4 20 87 153 
20 14 113 7 38 52 14 
Northern Cheyenne.-........-. 143 12 4 2 5 70 136 
iver. 119 5 3 1 3 46 77 
Total. 170 167 60 36 131 404 868 
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TasLe 1X.— Median income of heirs by residence on or off the reservation 
Ts Agency $0 to $1,001 to $2,001 to $3,001 to $4,001 and 
$1,000 $2,000 $3,000 $4,000 over 
255 Blackfeet: 
1 Crow: ! 
Flathead: 
va Fort Belknap 
Fort Peck: 
Northern Cheyenne 
Wind River: 
se 1 Only 1 heir of Crow Reservation reporting income lived off the reservation. 
59 
153 TaBLeE X.—Income by degree of ‘Indian blood! 
144 
136 
7 Blood quantum 0 to $1,001 to | $2,001 to | $3,001to | $4,00land| Total 
B68 $1,000 $2,000 $3,000 $4,000 over 
oa: Pullblood............--.-----. 2105 31 17 6 13 172 
24 ll 17 211 106 
20 15 15 217 54 121 
Tote: 168 2 67 58 38 128 459 
ver 1 The statistics include only those heirs reporting their income and answering the question concerning 
blood. 
° TaBLE XI.—1958 income for heads of households 
1 
0 Agency $0 to | $1,001 to | $2,001 to | $3,001 to} $4,000 No Total 
; $1,000 $2,000 $3,000 $4,000 | and over} answer 
3 | 26 8 10 114 44 55 157 
6 2 14 2 7 ll 32 
Port ll 6 16 1 17 38 79 
NTE SS 10 7 ll 14 28 25 85 
Northern Cheyenne-...........- 1 10 2 2 4 34 85 
Wind River 113 4 3 1 2 23 51 
108 39 140 27 107 202 523 
1 Median. 
255 
44 
59 
153 
14 
136 
77 
868 
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TaBLE XII.—Interests in heirship land 


Agency Total Number Interests | Reservations Public 
heirs answering by tracts located domain 
181 663 
Blackfeet 206 
42 136 
31 190 
Crow.... 44 29 45 
101 
Flathead 44 
6 13 
101 299 
Fort Belknap. -................. 153 121 151 
12 25 
89 296 
Vort Peek. 144 105 142 
108 433 
Northern Cheyenne. ............ 167 
50 262 
Wind River. 77 52 69 
9 48 


TasLe XIII.—Number of tracts in which the heirs hold an interest ' 


Average 
Agency Heirs Number of | number of 
tracts ts 

per heir’ 
181 663 3.6 
101 209 2.9 
39 296 3.3 
Northern Cheyenne - 106 433 4.0 
50 262 5.2 
Total. TESST 608 2, 244 3.6 


! Many of the heirs did not know how many tracts they had an interest in and either placed a question 


mark for an answer or stated they did not know. 


Taste XIV.—Number of reservations upon which heirs have 


interests in heirship tracts 


Agency Heirs an- Number of Average 
swering 

206 228 Ll 

29 45 1.5 

44 50 11 

121 151 1.2 

105 142 1.3 

118 167 1.4 

52 69 1.3 


Black 
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Fort } 
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Wind 
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TaBLE XV.—Interests in public domain allotments held by heirs 


Interests in Median 
Agency Total heirs Heirs an- —- number of 
swering omain interests 
allotments 
9 10 2 2.9 
Northern Cheyemme....................-...-... 136 3 6 2.0 
868 87 306 3.5 
5 - 
0 TaBLeE XVI.—Heirs residing on heirship land 
Liveon | Ranch Age 1| 
ive on or - we ee 
Agency heirship farm it bloods assistance en land 
‘8 land (1958) 
22 12 17 11 | 41 to 4 
14 4 10 5 | 51 and over 3 
6 1 Median for area is 51 and 
: ? Actually the median is at the difference in the categories 41 to 60 and 51 and over. 
9 
TasLe XVII.—Income from heirship land 3 
2 
6 | $0te | $5ito $101 $151 $201 $501 aan $2,001 | Noan-}| Total 
Agency $50 to to to to to and | swer | heirs 
4 $100 $150 $200 $500 } $1,000 | $2,000 | over 
Blackfeet. __...... 76 481 15 12 30 14 1 2 74 255 
SERIES Bere 6 5 3 3 19 6 3 3 6 44 
Flathead.........2:f 125 7 0 4 2 2 0 16 59 
Fort Belknap. -.--- 44 115 8 10 ll 3 1 1 60 153 
29 4 16 i 3 1 57 144 
Northern 
Cheyenne_-_....-- 51 120 17 9 ll 2 0 1 25 136 e 
Wind River_._....- 127 4 1 1 6 4}. 2 0 32 77 
“a TA ateeee 258 192 57 42 87 42 12 8 270 868 
1 
5 1 Median, 
H Taste XVIII.—Last visit to heirship land 
4 
bd During Between | Between | Prior to Total 
2 Agency 1959 ! 1958 and | 1948 and 1939 No answer heirs 
1949 1939 
44 3 12 9 102 255 
14 214 0 1 15 44 
10 225 5 1 18 59 
Fort Belknap...-.2c....--.... 30 342 9 2 70 153 
Sas aR: 37 243 6 2 56 144 
Northern Cheyenne ----.-.--- 263 26 3 0 44 136 
fC 17 217 1 1 41 77 
215 2 255 36 16 346 868 


' Ist 6 months of 1959. 
2 Median. 
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TaBLeE XIX.— Distance heirs live from their heirship interests 


0 to 300 | 301 to 600 | 601 to 900 No 
miles miles miles 


| 


TasLE XX.—Heirs attempts to sell heirship land 


Heirs who 
have at- Those who 
sell Beirship | success 
e 
land 


Northern Cheyenne. 
Wind River- 


Total 


Sell some None 


23 
ll 

7 
13 


Total 


1 Majority of those answering. 
TaBLte XXII.—Heirs owning land in fee status 


Number 
fee 


sek 


x 
or 


#| 
Sl 


& 
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‘ answer Total 
Agency 
44 
Fort 153 
144, 
Northern Cheyenne - -.......- 136 
Wind River. -................ 77 
Total... 868 
1 Median. 
| Percentage 
Agency of success 
TaBLE XXI.—Heirs’ opinions concerning the sale of heirship land 
Agencies Sell all Noanswer | Total heirs 
1115 66 255 
Crome Du 19 12 44 
Fort Belknap..............--i.- 167 49 153 
137 ll 57 d44 
Northern Cheyenne. 135 10 58 136 
1318 84 279 868 
Agency ‘of 
answering percentage 
question 
‘ 
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TasLe XXIII.—Heirs owning land in fee and method of acquisition 


Heirs own 
ing land 
in fee 


Inherit Gift 


Fee 
patent 


Bl 


Total 


- No 
72 13 20 
Northern Cheyenne... ......- 14 0 ll 
Wind 63. 0 3 


Buackreet AGENCY 


Questionnaires were mailed to 1,797 heirs of the Blackfeet Agency 
and completed returns were received from 255 (approximately 15 per- 
cent) adults. . 

GENERAL INFORMATION 


“Median age of the Blackfeet heirs is in the 41 to 50 year of age cate- 
gory with the distribution by categories as follows: 21 to 30, 37; 31 to 
40, 52; 41 to 50, 66; 51 and over, 96; no answer, 4. There are 130 males 
and 122 females (3 did not answer). Three hundred and nine heirs 
have children with a total of 826. One hundred and fifty-seven heirs 
are heads of households and two reported they were not members of the 
tribe. Median blood quantum is one-half with the following distri- 
bution: fullbloods, 63; three-quarter bloods, 23; halfbloods, 83; one- 

uarter or less Indian blood, 84; and no answer, 2. One hundred and 

fteen heirs live on the reservation, 138 live off, 2 did not answer the 
question. Fifty-one heirs reported living on trust or restricted land, 
and 51 received some form of welfare assistance during 1958. Of the 
heirs receiving welfare assistance, 38 live on the reservation. 

Median income for heads of households was between $3,001 and 
$4,000. Median income for all heirs reporting was between $2,001 and 
$3,000. While median income for heirs living on the reservation is 
between $1,001 and $2,000, the heirs living off the reservation have a 
median income between $3,001 and $4,000. Median income for full- 
bloods is less than $1,000; for three-quarter bloods it is between $1,001 
and $2,000; for halfbloods it is between $3,001 and $4,000; and for 
those of one-quarter Indian blood or less the median is between $3,001 
and $4,000. 

Occupations of the heirs were reported as follows: 


Housewife 85 | Research chemist = 1 
Rancher 25 | Warehouseman__________.________ 1 
Government employee 6| Aluminum manufacture________ 1 
Unemployed 4 | Real estate 1 
Carpenter 8 | Mechanical 1 
Engineers 2 | Welder. 1 
Waitress 1 
Stenographer 2 | Laborer 30 
Garage work- 1 | 4 
Farmhand Armed 2 
Public relations 1 | Heavy equipment operator.________ 2 
Mail contractor_ 1| General utilities(?)_..... 1 
Railroad conductor Mend. 1 
Cashier 1| Radio 1 
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Electrician: 1| Farmer 
Foreman fai 1} Road construction. 1 
Plywood pressman 1| Personnel management____.._.-__ 1 
Surveyor Service station 1 
Contractor 1| Supply inspector 1 
Legging truck owner | 1) Packer 1 
Writer Salesman 1 


INTERESTS IN HEIRSHIP LAND _ 


Heirs of the Blackfeet Agency hold 663 interests, in heirship land, 
and 136 are in public domain;allotments.. Twenty-two heirs live on 
heirship land in which they own an interest and 17 of this group are 
fullbloods. Median age of the heirs living on heirship tand 38 in the 
41- to 50-year age category, 11 received welfare assistance during 
1958, median income from heirship land is between $101. and $150. 


Twelve of this group ranch or farm the land, and four own other 


lands that are not in trust status. Median income of this group is 
less than $1,000. 

Income from heirship land was reported by 181 heirs and the median 
was between $51 and $100, with the distribution by categories as 
follows : $0 to $50, 76; $51 to $100, 31; $101 to $150, 12; $151.to $200, 
30; $201 to $500, 14; $501 to $1,000, 14;.$1,001 to $2,000, 1; $2,001 and 
over, 2; no answer, 74. Forty-four heirs visited some of their heir- 
ship lands in 1959, 88 did so between 1958 and 1949,'12 between 1948 
and 1939, 9 prior to, 1939, and 102 did not answer. One hundred and 
twenty-nine heirs (the majority of those answering) lived within 300 
miles of their heirship land, 15 lived within 301 to 600 miles, 22 from 
et. to 900 miles, and 27 lived over 900 miles from their heirship 

ACTIONS | 


‘Twenty-three heirs ranch or farm some of their heirship interests, 
while 35 others have done so within the past. 10 years. This indicates | 


a decrease in the use of heirship lands by heirs of approximately 60 
percent. One hundred and ,one heirs have attempted to dispose of 


some heirship land, and 49 have succeeded. The majority of the heir- 


ship land disposed of went to individuals while. in 15 cases it, was 
disposed of to the tribe. In 16 cases the tribe, has. unsuccessfully 
attempted to purchase heirship interests and in 25 cases other Indians 
have an unsuccessful. The heirs themselves have attempted in 15 
instances to purchase other heirs’ land. 


OPINIONS AND PROPOSALS 


Fifty-three heirs plan to live on heirship land in the future, 63 plan 
to ranch or farm such land. When asked if they wanted to sell or 
exchange heirship interests, 45 wanted to sell or exchange some, 97 
all, 99 none, and 14 did not answer. The majority of those heirs 
answering the question do want to sell or exchange some or all of their 
heirship land. One of the questions asked of the heirs was whether they 
mi) the Bureau of Indian Affairs to continue control of the heir- 
ship lands. One hundred and forty-five heirs wanted the Bureau of 
Indian Affairs control removed from heirship land, 65 wanted it re- 
tained, and 45 did not answer. Therefore, a majority of all heirs 
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want Bureau control removed. Reasons given for retaining or remov- 
ing control were varied, and representative statements follow: 


REMOVE CONTROL 


22468 I think that if the Indian as an individual is ever going to be self- 
reliant, he should start, somewhere. Of course, there are restrictions. 

23856 I want to sell. 

23037 Because we live away from the reservation and make our livelihood 
off the reservation. 

22617.  +Because I think the Government does as bad a job of control as the 

Indians themselves could do. 

22952 Too much redtape, impossible to do anything. 

22565 I.would like to be able to keep my share and do something with it but 
wate would all have to sell or leave it as it is and it’s of no use to us 

et 

22299 Most of us today are capable of managing and disposing of our own 
interests in inherited as well as other lands. 

22894 Iam a university graduate and believe that I can manage my own 
land problems. 

22699 To much redtape ; it causes me to have no sense of responsibility. 


RETAIN CONTROL 


23833 Because it is tax free. 

23855 To protect the Indian. 

23596 So it won’t fall into the hands of the tribal council. 

23771 So they could sell it and divide the money among the heirs. 

22947 Because no funds to pay taxes. 

22569 Cannot handle them myself, lack of education. 

22826 Because I do not know anything about leasing the land. I just 
_ wouldn’t know what to do if the Government didn’t take care of it. 

23594 I think we are better protected and cannot be cheated. 

23435 For the future use of my children. 


Question 26b asked the heirs if they would want their interests 
sold and the money divided. One hundred and fifteen wanted all the 
heirship land sold, 23 wanted some, 51 none, and 66 did not answer. 
The majority of the Blackfeet heirs answering the question want all 
the heirship land sold. We have cross tabulated the answers to this 
oe by various categories, i.e., blood quantum, residence, etc., to 

etermine if there is any significant differences of opinion held by 
particular groups of heirs. 


26b I would like to have the tract(s) of heirship land in which I own an 
interest sold and my share of the money paid to me. 
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Categories Sell Sell None | No 
all some answer 
16 3 8 10 
16 3 14 19 
28 10 9 19 
54 7 19 16 
1 0 1 2 
115 23 51 66 
62 12 26: 30 
52 i 24 35 
1 0 1 1 
115 23 51 66 
91 21 42 55 
24 2 8 9 
0 0 1 2 
Head of household: 
No answer. 0 1 1 3 
Total_ 115 23 51 66 
23 8 21 ll 
12 2 1 8 
42 8 14 19 
37 5 15 27 
0 0 0 0 
1 0 0 1 
Total_ ‘ 115 23 61 66 
Live on reservation 
52 12 27 24 
No answer. 1 0 0 1 
Total__ 116 23 51 66 
trust or restricted land: 
pis: 18 7 20 
No answer-. 4 2 2 
Total_ 115 23 51 66 
si on heirship land: 
xe 107 20 44 538 
Total. _..... 115 23 51 66 
heirship land: 
40 5 7 24 
$51. 20 2 7 2 
$151 4 0 2 
Farm,or ranch heirship interests: 
Own fee land 
Wotel ID. BAAN 115 23 51 66 


q 
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An examination of the cross tabulation reveals that while the ma- 


jority opinion is that all heirship lands be sold there are certain 
categories of heirs who disagree with this. Those heirs in the fol- 
lowing categories were in favor of selling some or all: (1) 31 to 40 
— of ; (2) fullbloods; (3) heirs living on trust or restricted 
and; (4) heirs living on heirship land; (5) heirs with income from 
—- interests between $501 and $1,000; and (6) heirs farming 
or ranching heirship interests. 

As a matter of interest we have cross tabulated question 25 con- 
cerning whether the heirs want to sell or exchange interests and 
question 26a concerning whether the heirs wanted Bureau supervision 
retained over heirship lands, with question 26b asking if they wanted 
all their interests sold. 


Question 26b. I would like to have the tract(s) of heirs in land in which I 
own and interest sold and my share of the money paid to me. 


Sell all [Sell some None No an- 


swer 
26a. Retain Bureau control: 
Sell all | Sellsome| None No an 
swer 
25. Sell or exchange undivided interests: 
115 23 51 66 


It is interesting to note that 24 heirs not were we oma, 26b 
did answer 26a and 20 of this group wanted all heirship land sold. 


The same holds true for question 25 where 3 who did not answer it, 


did answer 26b and wanted all interests sold. Of those heirs answer- 
ing question 25 by stating they wanted none of the interests sold, 14 
wanted all sold, and 2 wanted some sold in answer to question 26b. 


This might reflect the desire to have it sold by the Bureau of Indian. 


Affairs rather than themselves. 

Question 27 was an attempt to get the heirs to make suggestions to 
the Congress concerning possible solutions to the problem. The ques- 
tion was worded in va a way as to inform the Indians that possible 
solutions had been offered in the past and four of these were listed, 
then space was left for the heirs to make any recommendations they 


wanted. While the question was not intended to be one of multiple | 
choice it was found that some heirs merely checked off one of the 


proposed solutions, while others wrote in suggestions coinciding with 
one or the other. In addition, some heirs presented different. sug- 
gestions. Forty-four heirs prefer that a majority of heirs have 
authority to decide on the use or disposition of the land, 17 preferred 
that owners of over half the tract decide. Twelve wanted each heir 
to have the right to appeal to state courts for partition or sale, and 
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10 preferred that all heirship probates be handled by state courts 
under state law. Some of the other suggestions made are included in 
the following selections from the returns: 


23068 I think the Indian Council can still handle the best. 

23047 If all trust restrictions and Indian Bureau controls were removed 
from the heirship land these problems wouldn’t arise; let the heirs 
handle the land themselves. 

22168 After a tract is divided among so many heirs (say 12) allow the 
tribal council to purchase the tract for the tribe as a whole. 

23553 For heirs to elect one of themselves to represent the others. 

22446 mn. think each heir should be given his equal share to do with as he 

eases. 

23109 I believe at least two-thirds of the heirs provided they own at least 
50 percent of the land should be consulted regarding disposition of any 
heirship lands. 

23635 The Code of Federal Regulations, title 25 (leasing, sale, or partition) 
should be changed to allow the following: (1) 51 percent or more heirs 
signing a lease should be sufficient. (2) 100 percent ownership should 
be needed for sale of land. (3) Partitioning of land should be allowed 
on tracts owned by 5 or less heirs. (4) The tribe should be allowed 
to buy any heirship land offered for sale. 

22914 Loan of Government funds to different tribes to buy all inherited 
lands to be repaid over a 30- or 40-year period. 

Same as for non-Indians. 

23137 I think that the heirs should elect a member to make estimates and 
value, also act as power of attorney to sell when value was satisfactory, 
and for this service he should receive 5 percent commission. 

22362 I think that the control should be with the tribal council or some 
local real estate. 

23596 I think the heirship land should be sold and the money divided among 
the heirs. 

23800 All adjoining landowners should have first chance to buy land joining 
same. 

22699 As long as land is owned by too many heirs they may just as well get 
together and sell their interests but reserving their mineral and oil 
royalties. 


Question 28 asked if the heirs owned land that was not held in trust. 
Of the 220 answering the question 72 (approximately 32 percent) 
owned property in fee; 31 had purchased the property, 13 had re- 
ceived a fee patent, 8 had inherited the property, and 20 did not say 
how they acquired such properta: The heirs owning fee land had a 
median age of 51; all were members of the tribe; median blood quan- 
tum was one-half. ; 31 live on the reservation; 14 live on trust land; 
11 received welfare assistance during 1958; median income (46 re- 
porting) was just about $4,000; 4 live on heirship land; and 6 farm or 
ranch heirship land. 

Seana 29 was an attempt to draw from the heirs any and all 
problems concerning their heirship lands. It was worded in very 
general terms and was successful in its objective. Complaints were 
made by the heirs concerning difficulties in ating, been lands; 
family squabbles arising over heirship land, etc. e following are 
representative selections from the returns: 

22855 My problem deals directly with the regulation requiring 100 percent 
heir consent. The land in question is my grandmother’s involving 400 
acres. My first cousin is willing to pay the appraised value, but one 
minor heir, one sixty-fourth, refuses to sign. My aunt has cancer, she 
may not live out the year—if not it will be further involved by some 17 
more minor heirs, plus a long probable wait. By then some of the older, 
major, shareholders may pass on and they need the money now. As you 
well know, by the swift passage of time, this estate may never be settled. 
We may never come to an agreement. We are as close to agreement 
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now as we ever will be. Except for one minor shareholder and the 
unyielding, arbitrary, and impractical regulation of some bureaucrat, 
we could save the Government agency at Browning much unnecessary 
work. 

Why should it take 3 years to dispose of heirship land when all heirs 
request same at the same time, particularly when this land was being 
sold to the tribe who had the funds to purchase same and had agreed to 
it but procedures of the Bureau of Indian Affairs have unnecessarily 
hampered consumation of the transaction. 

I have a patent on my land, but was denied my oil and mineral rights 
under a 1919 treaty unconstitutional under the circuit court of appeals 
in Ex parte Pero 99 F 2d 28 (CCA 7) (1938), cert. den. 306 US 643 
(139), such certificate all have the effect of removing the restrictions 
on alienation contained in such patent since the effect of removing the 
restrictions on a restricted patent in fee is to put the holder in the 
condition of one who has received a patent in fee simple under any law 
or treaty. This nulifies the present right to hold my mineral rights, 
but they still do as they do many other competents off the reservation 
receiving nothing. I have lived off the reservation for 19 years and 
under the Attorney Generals interpretation and Constitution am a full 


‘fledged citizen of the United States, but am still denied my birthright of 


full citizenship as they still hold my mineral rights illegally. When a 
patent is issued by the Secretary of the Interior it is supposed to be 
issued in full, but wasn’t. Hundreds of Blackfeet are in my present con- 
dition making their own way off the reservation, but denied full rights 
as citizens under constitutional law as well as tribal law. 

Yes. I do not feel that I am getting enough money on the present 
lease. I figure that I am being paid between 30¢ and 40¢ per acre a year 
which is very poor. I would like to get at least 75¢ and $1 if possible. 

A member of the tribe has been trying to buy 400 acres of land be- 
longing to my grandmother. There are now about 36 heirs to this land. 
He has been trying for almost 4 years to buy it. The purchase has not 
been completed because he is unable to get signatures of the minor heirs 
and a claim involving several of the heirs is pending in the Solicitors 
Office in Washington, D.C. There is no end to redtape and the apparent 
laxity of Government officials handling the affairs of Indians. 

Several years ago we advertised a tract of heirship land for public land 
sale. It was bid on, and I might say quite far above the appraisal price, 
and it was disapproved because one heir did not sign. Since then sev- 
eral more of the heirs have died, each leaving three to five more heirs to 
be added to the estate, some of which are none-Indian. That creates an- 
other problem because the Bureau of Indian Affairs does not assume 
jurisdiction over the white heirship. I stated above that one heir did 
not sign, she refused to sign. There are 30 heirs to this tract of land. 
I think that there definitely should be something done about leasing, 
selling, etc., of heirship land, and that it should be done immediately, 

Few years back, the agency let a 10-year lease with an oil company 
be dismissed to which we received no benefits from. Such terms were 
dismissed without no consideration of our welfare. We should have 
received payment for those 10 years. Also poorly drawn up lease con- 
ey channels the moneys go through to reach us. Waiting period 
as well. 

My 320 acres are leased by the Government in a unit with other allot- 
ments to big sheepmen from Washington State for 30.cents per acre. If 
I could lease it myself to some local stockmen I could get $1 an acre or 
let it out for cattle grazing at $2.50 per head per month, but the only 
way the Government will let me have it is for my own use and it isn’t 
big enough to make a living on. My other choice is to sell it, then I 
wouldn’t have the land or the money. I want to keep the land and 
still get a fair price for the use of it or I would like to trade it for land 
near an improved road near town so I could build a home on it. 

At the time that my brother and I inherited the land we now have 
we were minors and didn’t know anything about legal processes. As a 
result the land was leased and we received no payments for about 15 
years. The man who leased the land finally began to pay us through 
the agency, and after several years we were able to lease to him on our 
terms. These later leases still had to be approved by the agent on the 
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reservation. My brother is a Ph. D. and I have a B.S. degree, but in the 
eyes of the Indian Servicé we are incompetents. Some of our land is still 
leased as the agency personnel sees fit. 

I have tried for 6 years to buy the 400 acres. There are 27 heirs and 
each time one small interest holder refuses to sign. I have spent $100 
getting it appraised, also a lot of time and money getting signers. Each 
time the Indian Office employees were helpful and helped all they were 
allowed to. The heir that won’t sign wants money on the side because 
her share is small, and I don’t approve of this deal. 

I can’t say nothing on this land because my sisters object to my ideas. 
They seem to have more to say on the land than I do. I had stock 2 
years ago and couldn’t use my land and the Government office wouldn’t 
lease no lands to me, so I was forced to sell my stock. The white man 
had more prosperity on the Indian lands than an Indian veteran. I 
do believe all the heirs should sign for anything that is an income from 
the land. My sisters sell the hayfield. I never get nothing out of it. 

About 3 years ago I went over to the Blackfeet Reservation to see 
about my mother’s land to see if I could get a share of interests in her 
land and they told me at the office that it was all turned back to the 
tribe. I have never gotten a thing from my mother’s land or my faher’s 
land or my brother’s land. 

Yes. I have so many shares in heirship land and not enough to do 
anything with in one place. I would like to have the Blackfeet Tribe 
purchase it or have it all combined in one tract. None of it is doing me 
any good. Have all heirship land over the reservation. Would like to 
have the tribe purchase heirship land instead of individual land which is 
consolidated. 
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Crow Agency 


Questionnaires were mailed to 637 heirs of the Crow Agency and 44 
(approximately 7 percent completed returns were received from adults. 


GENERAL INFORMATION 


Median age of Crow heirs is in the 51 years and over category with 
the distribution as follows: 21 to 30, 1; 31 to 40, 7; 41 to 50, 13; 51 and 
over, 23. There were 26 males and 18 females. Forty-two heirs re- 
pectes having children with a total of 142. Thirty-four heirs are 

eads of households and 43 are members of the tribe (one did not 
answer). Median blood quantum is full with the following distribu- 
tion: fullblood, 26; three-quarter blood, 5; one-half blood, 83 one- 
quarter or less Indian blood, 4. Forty-two heirs live on the reserva- 
tion and 32 live on trust or restricted land. Thirteen heirs received 
welfare assistance during 1958, and of this group 12 live on the reserva- 
tion. Twenty-nine heirs answered the question concerning income and 
the median was in the $1,001 to $2,000 category. Median income for 
heads of households was in the $2,001 to $3,000 category. Income sta- 
tistics for all heirs can be used to determine if there was a difference 
by residence on or off the reservation, or blood quantum. Unfortu- 
nately, for the Crow Agency we have only one heir living off the 
reservation reporting sm reg, esa no comparison of on and off 
reservation could be made. However by blood quantum the tabula- 
tion shows that fullblood median income is less than $1,000; three- 
quarter blood median is in the $1,001 to $2,000 category; one-half 
blood median is just about $4,000; one-quarter blood or less is in the 
$3,001 to $4,000 

Occupations of the heirs were reported as follows: 


Housewife 14 | Rancher 6 
Farmer 4 | Laborer 3 
Retired_ 3 | Unemployed 2 
Farm labor 2 | Clerk 1 
Cook 1 | Engineering aid 1 
Carpenter 1| Disabled veteran 1 
Operating 1| Nurse 1 
Chauffeur, Government employee_ 1| Bead crafter. 1 


INTERESTS IN HEIRSHIP LAND 


Heirs of the Crow Agency have 190 interests in heirship land and 
19 of these are public domain allotments. Fourteen heirs live on land 
in which they hold an heirship interest. Of this group, 10 are full- 
bloods, median age is 51; 6 received welfare assistance during 1958, 
median income is less than $1,000 ; median income from heirship land is 
$201 to $500, 20; 4 ranch or farm heirship lands in which they own an 
interest, and 3 own other —- in fee. 

Median income for all heirs reporting is between $201 and $500, 
with the distribution as follows: $0 to $50, 5; $51 to $100, 5; $101 to 
$150, 3; $151 to $200, 3; $201 to $500, 9; $501 to 1,000, 6; $1,001 to 
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$2,000, 3; $2,001 and over, 3; no answer, 6. Fifteen heirs visited some 
of their heirship interests during 1959, 13 between 1958 and 1949, 
and 16 did not answer. Unfortunately, it was not practical to tabulate 
those who had never visited their heirship interests at all, since this 
information was generally found within the answer to one of the 
other questions, making it extremely difficult to tabulate. All the 
heirs answering the question lived within 300 miles of the reservation, 
eight however did not answer the question. 


ACTIONS 


Eight heirs ranch or farm lands in which they hold an undivided 
interest and eleven others have done so within the past 10 years. This 
indicates a decrease of approximately 57 percent in the use of heir- 
ship land by heirs. Twenty-two heirs have attempted to dis of 
some heirship interests and six have succeeded. In all cases the dis- 
positions have been to individuals. The tribe has been unsuccessful in 
three attempts to purchase the interests of heirs and five other Indians 
have been unsuccessful in such attempts. The heirs themselves have 
in 14 cases attempted to purchase interests of other heirs. 


OPINIONS AND PROPOSALS 


Nineteen heirs plan to live on heirship interests in the future and 
20 plan to ranch or farm such interests in the future. When asked if 
they wanted to sell or exchange some or all of their interests in heirship 
lands, 24 said some, 4 all, 13 none, and 3 did not answer. One of the 
questa asked of the heirs was if they wanted Bureau of Indian Af- 

airs control removed from heirship land and why. Thirty-three 
heirs wanted the control continued, five wanted it removed, and six 
did not answer. Some of the reasons given for these opinions follow: 


RETAIN CONTROL 


24042 Better protection all around to the individual property heirs’ rights 
and best use and treatment of lands under Bureau of Indian Affairs 
programs. 

24309 Because if Bureau doesn’t control, we Indians will lose it. 

24255 Don’t have funds and the necessary experience to advertise and 
lease land. 

24176 Because too much problem for me. 


REMOVE CONTROL 


24067 I could get a better price on my own. 

24282 We heirs never are consulted about these leasing nor do we sign for 
them except those we own more than one-half interest. 

24360 I know I can get a better amount for the land. 

24424 I want to sell some to live on this old age. 


Question 26b asked the heirs if they would want their interests 
sold and the money divided. Nine wanted all the land sold, 11 wanted 
some, 12 none and 12 did not answer. This indicates that a majority of 
those answering want some or all of the heirship land sold and the 
money distributed to the heirs. The question arises as to whether this 
opinion is representative of all groups within the heirs, i.e., fullblood 
those living on the reservation, etc. Therefore we have cross-tabula 
the answers to this question by various categories to determine if there 
is a significant difference of opinion held by certain heirs. 


26b I would like to have the tract(s) of heirship land in which I own an 
interest sold and my share of the money paid to me. 
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Age: 
Sex: 
Have children: 
Heads of household: 
Degree of Indian blood: 
1 
Live on reservation: 
Live on trust or restricted land: 
3 5 1 2 
Live on heirship land: ; 
Income from heirship land: 
0 
Farm or ranch heirship: 
Own fee land: ' 
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An examination of the cross tabulations indicate that certain cate- 

 aetey of heirs do not want any heirship land sold. They include: (1 
eirs between 21 and 30 years of age (only one in this category) ; (2 
heirs in the 31 to 40 years of age category; (3) female heirs; (4) heirs 
who are not heads of households; (5) with three-fourths Indian 
blood; (6) with one-quarter or less Indian blood; (7) with heirshi 
income from $51 to $100; (8) heirship incomes of $151 to $200; (9 
heirship incomes of $2,001 and over; and (10) heirs farming or ranch- 

ing lands in which they own an undivided interest. 

As a matter of interest we have cross tabulated question 25 concern- 
ing whether the heirs want to sell or exchange interests and question 26 
concerning whether they want Bureau supervision retained with ques- 
tion 26b asking if they wanted all their interests sold, as follows: 


Question 26b. I would like to have the tract(s) of heirship land in which I 
own an interest sold and my share of the money paid to me. 


Sell Sell None No 
all some answer 
26a. Retain Bureau control: 
6 7 12 8 
25. Sell or exchange undivided interests: 
Wee 3 0 0 1 


This indicates that of the six heirs who did not answer the ques- 
tion concerning continued Bureau control (26a), four want some 
or all of their heirship interests sold. Two heirs who answered ques- 
tion 25 by indicating a desire to sell or exchange some and three who 
wanted none sold or exchanged in answer to question 26b indicated 
a desire to sell all. This may be a desire on their’ part to have the 
a of Indian Affairs sell the land rather than do it them- 
selves. 

Question 26c asked if the heirs wanted all controls removed from 
their heirship lands so that the heirs themselves can handle it. Nine 
wanted all controls removed, 28 wanted them retained and 7 did 
not answer. 

Question 27 was an attempt to get the heirs to make suggestions 
to the Congress concerning a possible solution to the problem. The 
question was worded in such a way as to inform the Indians that 
possible solutions had been offered in the past and four of these 
were listed, then space was left for the heirs to make any recom- 
mendations he wanted. While the question was not intended to be 
one of multiple choice, it was found that some heirs merely checked 
off one of the pro solutions. Other heirs wrote in sugges- 
tions that coincided with one or the other of the solutions pre- 
sented. Sixteen heirs preferred that owners of more than half the 
tract have authority to determine its use and disposition, three pre- 
ferred that a majority of heirs would rule, one was in favor of each 
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heir being able to appeal to the state courts for sale or partition, 
and one felt all heirship probates should be handled by state courts 
under state law. The following are representative of other sug- 
gestions made by the heirs, : 


24360 I believe it should be taken out of the hands of the Indian office 
and give us full say. , 

24067 I feel that any tract of grazing land consisting of 400 acres or less 
under 6 or more heirs should be sold (I mean grazing land) to the 
highest bidder. 

24074 The tribe should be permitted to purchase the large heirship units 
of enrolled members. And these units not sold to nonmembers. 

24439 Complicated heirship lands should be sold to the tribe and held in 
trust and sold to an individual member of the tribe on FHA basis. 

24308 Two-thirds of the heirs controlling at least one-half of the land. 
This should be the minimum for sale, lease or other actions con- 
cerning any one piece of land. 

24487 I believe all large inherited land interests should be bought out of 
tribal funds. 

23908 One heir could buy all the other heirs’ share out and manage it 
himself. 

22957 Some simple legal method that would be equitable to all heirs should 
be authorized by the Congress whereby an heir could dispose of his 
interests promptly and easily. 


Question 28 asked if the heirs owned land that was not held in 
trust. Of the 42 heirs answering the question, 9 (approximately 21 
percent) own lands in fee status. Six heirs had purchased the prop- 
erty, one had inherited it, and one had been issued a fee patent. 
Median age of this group is in 41 to 50 category, all are members of 
the tribe, median blood quantum is full, all 9 live on the reservation 
and 7 live on trust land, 4 received welfare assistance during 1958, 
median income is in the $2,001 to $3,000 category, 3 live on heirship 
land, median income from heirship land is between $201 to $500, 
and 3 ranch or farm heirship land in which they hold an undivided 
interest. 

Question 29 was an attempt to draw from the heirs any and all 
problems connected with their heirship lands. It was worded in 
very general terms and brought forth complaints concerning diffi- 
culties in leasing or selling heirship land, and purchasing heirship 
land. The following are representative of the complaints made: 


23908 I would like to have the exchange of heirship land finished of my 
sister and I. We started to get it partitioned over a year ago. At 
the present, we have a working agreement on it, the way we want it 
divided. It still is in the Crow office. I would like to get it completed. 

22957 I do not ever plan to return to the reservation and live. Some 
method which would allow me to dispose of my heirship interest 
promptly and equitably would be most welcome. Under present methods 
of operation an Indian is almost forced to retain his land, however 
minute, which in turn leads to further fractionation and additional 
problems of administration. 

24360 We are not allowed to lease at our own figure but have to accept the 
Indian office appraisement. We are tied up under units and have to 
accept the leasers bid which is never the value of the land leased. 

24268 I would love to have Congress make a law to boost the price of 
acreage on all land to both competency and office lease, the beef is so 
high we pay 65 cents for 1 pound of hamburger right now and our 
lease rentals 10 cents an acre. If you help us now we will be far 
away from State welfare help have everything controlled by the 
Government. 
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Yes. The Crow Act of 1940 authorizes the grouping of any Crow 
of his lands by exchanging with other Crow allottees to create usable 
land areas for stock raising. It has been next to impossible 
to secure the approval of Indian Bureau officials from the reservation 
level on up through the area levels and to the Washington Indian Bu- 
reau and Interior offices. Competency requirements never authorized 
by existing law or by the Congress when it passed the Crow Act, 
supra, to the contrary notwithstanding. The Indians possession of 
the land was aboriginal possession and title being pre-Columbian 
should, and Congress having passed the law authorizing the exchange 
and grouping for the creation of usable grazing units, the Indian Bureati 
is dutybound to carry out the mandate of the Congress without quibbling 
as it is now doing. It seems the plain duty of your committee to order 
this done. Economic rehabilitation, education, and the equal protec- 
tion of law are the crying need of the Indians as of this moment and 
this they have never received since the foundation of government here. 
The Indian Bureau is the greatest protection of the Indians if it is 
managed with the sacred trust imposed by law and public policy on 
the Indian Commissioner and Interior Secretary properly and justly 
administered with an eye on the Constitution, the Bill of Rights and 
the Indians as equally entitled to every protection the Constitution 
and their treaties. Interior Solicitor Mangold’s opinions on the law 
should be obeyed and put into everyday practice throughout the Indian 
Service and on every reservation. Felix Cohen urged it without any 
success. Congress should now force the consent concept of represent- 
ative and constitutional government on every Indian reservation in 
America. It is justice long overdue the Indian which they have never 
received under this Nation which claims Christian standards of treat- 
ment of minority groups. Let this Nation practice what it preaches 
and if it does it will extend constitutional protection to the Indians of 
America. Their trust status does not authorize denial of simple justice 
nor the employment of autocratic practices against them from any 
point of reasoning. Chief Justice Marshall’s many opinions declaring 
their rights as humans and the respect of their property rights should 
be the watchword of this Nation in dealing, with them and not the 
assertion of arbitrary power based on superior numbers and the power 
of government and the whims of officials of the Interior Department. 

I would like something done to make it more simple to exchange 
lands so that lands I own could all be near me and not spread around. 
But the agency is opposed to this. 

I was going to dispose of my share of 160 acres (to put it together 
with another 160 acres I own) in exchange for a share in another 
160 acres. All the heirs signed, but it has been 6 years and the deal 
has not gone through Crow Agency. 

I save an interest in 26 pieces of land. In some cases I get only a 
very small amount of money. If we could sell this land without so 
much trouble we could use the money to improve our present living 
standards. There are members of the tribe interested in buying my 
land, but this office tells them if they buy very much land they will 
be in violation of the 1920 act. This does not seem right. Why should 
any enrolled member of the tribe have to pay any attention to the 1920 
act, that should be only for non-Indians. This silly act has everything 
in a mess here on my reservation. 

My only problem is this 1920 act. There is a member of my Crow 
Tribe who would like to buy several thousand acres of land. The 
land is very arid and one would have to have several thousand acres to 
make a living and pay bills. But the Crow office says that even if a 
Crow Indian tries to buy land here they will be in violation of the 
1920 act. This is not right. We have been told that this act is for 
the good of the Crow Indians, but it is not if it stops us from buying 
land so we can get ahead and make a good living. 

I have land in which I have an heirship status. My share amounts 
to about 150 acres. I could make good use of this land but have to 
have the consent of the other heirs to have the land partitioned. 
Therefore for years I have lost the use of this land. 
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I firmly believe that if these parties owning a share of inherited 
land where there are more than 10 heirs be allowed to sell to the Crow 
Tribe and the money paid to the heirs unrestricted it would prevent 
further accumulation of heirs and it will be settled. Now then I am 
asking that something be put in to effect so that I and the other heirs 
of the estate of can be sold to the Crow Tribe and the money 
paid to us unrestricted. I am asking this Committee on Interior and 
Insular Affairs to make this recommendation for us to sell this land 
to the tribe now. Thank you. 

The objection I have with the present system is, the heirs never 
know to whom the land is leased. The only heirship land I know about, 
that is, how much per acres it is leased, and my signature is required, 
is on my father’s land comprising of 160 acres of which I have one- 
seventh interest in. 


FLATHEAD AGENCY 


Questionnaires were mailed to 301 heirs of the Flathead Agency 
and 59 (approximately 19 percent) completed returns were received 
from adults. 

GENERAL INFORMATION 


Median age of Flathead heirs is just about 51, with the distribution 
by categories as follows: 21 to 30, 11; 31 to 40, 5; 41 to 50, 17; 51 
and over, 25; and no answer, 1. There are 27 males, 31 females, and 
1 did not answer. Forty-five heirs have children, with a total of 
174. Thirty-two of the heirs are heads of households and all but 
two are members of the tribe. Median blood quantum is one-half 
blood, with the following distribution by categories: fullblood, 14; 
three-quarter blood, 11; halfblood, 12; one-quarter or less Indian 
blood, 22. Twenty-five heirs live on the reservation, 32 do not, and 2 
did not answer. Eighteen heirs live on trust or restricted land, and of 
this number 15 live on the reservation. Ten heirs received some form 
of welfare assistance during 1958, and seven of this group live on the 
reservation. 

Thirty-three heirs answered the question concerning income for 
1958 and the median was between $2,001 and $3,000. This was also 
the median income for heads of households. 

Heirs living off the reservation had a median income of between 
$2,001 and $3,000, while those living on had a median of just about 
$1,000. Income of all heirs by blood quantum indicates that fullblood 
median is between $1,000 and $2,000, for three-quarter bloods it is 
less than $1,000, for halfbloods it is between $3,001 and $4,000, and 
for one-quarter or less Indian blood it is between $3,001 and $4,000. 

Occupations of the heirs were reported as follows: 


Federal Government employee___ 2 
2| Farm laborer... 2 
Nurse 1| Welder_____- 1 
Heavy equipment 1 | 1 
1] Millworker___ 1 
Iron worker____ 1 


INTERESTS IN HEIRSHIP LANDS 


Heirs of Flathead Agu own 101 interests in heirship tracts and 
13 of this number are in public domain allotments. Six heirs live on 
land in which they hold an undivided interest. Of the six heirs liv- 
ing on heirship land, three are fullbloods, median age is over 51, 
two received welfare assistance during 1958, median income from heir- 
ship land was between $51 and $100, one ranches or farms the land, and 
one owns other property in fee. Median income for this group is less 
than $1,000, wikesle two answering the question. 
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Median income from heirship land for all heirs reporting was less 
than $50, with the distribution as follows: $0 to $50, 25; $51 to $100, 
3; $101 to $150, 7; $151 to $200, 0; $201 to $500, 4; $501 to $1,000, 2; 
$1,001 to $2,000, 2; $2,001 and over, 0; no answer, 16. Ten heirs 
visited their heirship interests during 1959, 25 between 1958 and 1949, 
5 between 1948 and 1939, 1 prior to 1939, and 18 did not answer. 
Twenty-seven heirs lived within 300 miles of their heirship land, 7 
lived between 301 and 600 miles, 2 lived between 601 and 900 miles, 14 
lived over 900 miles, and 9 did not answer. 


ACTIONS 


One heir ranches or farms heirship land and five have done so within 
the past 10 years. This indicates a decrease of approximately 84 per- 
cent in the use of heirship land by heirs. Nineteen heirs have at- 
tempted to dis of heirship interests and 10 have succeeded. In 
three cases the land was disposed of to the tribe and the rest to individ- 
uals. The tribe has made three unsuccessful attempts to purchase 
interests from the heirs and other Indians have unsuccessfully at- 
tempted to in five cases. The heirs themselves have made four attempts 
to purchase the interests of others. 


OPINIONS AND PROPOSALS 


Thirteen heirs oo to live on heirship lands in the future and 12 
plan to ranch or farm their interests. en asked if they wanted to 
sell or exchange some or all of their interests in heirship lands, 10 
wanted to sell or exchange some, 23 all, 22 none, and 4 did not answer. 
Therefore, the majority of those answering do want to sell or exchange 
some or all of their heirship interests. One of the questions asked 
of the heirs was if they wanted the Bureau of Indian Affairs control 
removed from heirship land and why. Twenty-six wanted Bureau 
control retained, 16 wanted the control removed, and 17 did not 
answer. Some of the reasons given for their opinions follow: 


REMOVE BUREAU CONTROL 


24655 Too much of delay to lease or sell. 

24750 I want to get out from under bureaucrats. 

24583 I am getting old and I never will get any good out of it; it is no good 
for farming. 

24709 I'd prefer to sell my share of land and maybe buy a home of my own 

' which I’ve always wanted, if I could do so. 

24792 I would like to feel free. 

24815 I feel it is dead money to me which I could use to more investment of 
my own. 

24741 Because I want to leave the land to my children. 

24646 I prefer to handle my own affairs and sell at my own price. 

24731 We, the heirs, maybe we can get more money. 


RETAIN BUREAU CONTROL 


24566 Sometimes I’m out of State. 

24696 Because of tax advantages. Happen to own land in heirship not in 
trust. Attorney’s fee, taxes, delays eat up the value in some instances 
where the land cannot be sold immediately. Klamath cases now under 
State probate being held up. 

24600 To keep the land. 

24573 Heirs live all over the United States. 

24684 Because they are slow and sure on their actions. 
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24595 Until a majority of us decide that we want the land sold and the 
money divided. 

24581 Because I am not an educated person, have had no school at all, so 
I really need Government protection. 

24787 I believe the Indian Bureau has and always will see that the Indian 
people receive all benefits due them. 


Question 26b asked the heirs if they would want their interests sold 
and the money divided. Thirty heirs wanted all interests sold, 7 
wanted some, 9 none, and 13 did not answer. Therefore, on the basis 
of those answering, a clear majority want all heirship land sold. We 
have cross-tabulated the answer to this question by various categories— 
i.e., blood quantum, heirship income, and so forth—to determine if 
there is any significant difference in opinions. 


(26b) I would like to have the tract(s) of heirship land in which I own an 
interest sold and my share of the money paid to me. 


Categories Sell Sell None No 
all some answer 
10 0 3 4 
Sex: 
Male 16 3 5 3 
0 0 0 1 
Total__. 30 7 9 13 
Have children: 
23 6 5 ll 
7 1 4 1 
Total... ™ 30 7 9 13 
Head of household: 
17 3 5 7 
No answer roam 0 0 0 1 
Degree of Indian blood: 
Fullblood. 8 3 2 1 
7 0 2 3 
one 0 0 0 0 
Total__. 30 7 9 13 
Live On reservation 
4 3 4 4 
16 4 5 7 
No answer. et 0 0 0 2 
Total... 30 7 9 1B 
Live on trust or restricted land 
leben ll 2 2 3 
No answer. 3 1 1 1 
Total... 30 7 9 18 
Live on he land 
2 2 0 2 
No. 2% 5 8 ll 
No answer 2 0 1 0 
Total__. 30 7 y 13 
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Categories Sell Sell None No 
all some answer 
Income from heirship land 
re 16 2 2 5 
ch ak 2 0 0 0 
Farm or ranch heirship land: 
30 7 9 13 
Own fee land 
No answer--....- 6 1 0 3 
Total... 30 7 9 13 


An examination of the cross tabulation reveals that although the 
heirs as a group want all the heirship interests sold there are some 
categories of heirs where the majority want to sell some or all. We 
find those between the ages of 21 and 40 do not have a majority 
wanting to sell all, although the majority does want to sell all or 
some. This also holds true for three-quarter bloods, those living 
on heirship land, heirs with heirship income between $101 and $500, 
heirs farming or ranching heirship land (there is only one in this 
category, and this represents his opinion), and heirs who own lands 
in fee. 

As a matter of interest we have cross tabulated question 25 asking 
whether the heirs want to sell or exchange interests and question 26 
asking whether they want Bureau supervision retained with question 
26b asking if they wanted all their interests sold, as follows: 

Question 26b. I would like to have the tract(s) of heirship land in which 
I own an interest sold and my share of the money paid to me. 


Sell all Sell None No 
some answer 
26a. Retain Bureau control: 

9 3 7 7 
ll 2 1 2 
No answer- 10 2 1 4 
Total-__- 30 7 9 13 

25. Sell or exchange undivided interests: 
Yes, = 5 4 1 0 
20 0 0 3 
None-.-....---- 3 3 8 
No answer ---...-4- 2 0 0 2 
Total... 30 7 13 


Twelve heirs who did not answer question 26a concerning continued 
Bureau control did want some or all their land sold. Of those wanting 
‘Bureau control retained the majority of those answering the question 


he 
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wanted some or all of their heirship interests sold. Six heirs who an- 
swered question 25 greeny they did not want to sell or exchange any 
of their interests, did want the Bureau of Indian Affairs to sell some 
or all. Two heirs who did not answer question 25 did want the Bureau 
to sell all their interests. It seems the heirs who want to sell heirship 
land want the Bureau of Indian <A ffairs to handle the sale, rather than 
have the land turned over to them. 

Question 26c asked if the heirs wanted all controls removed from 
their heirship lands so that the heirs themselves could handle the sale, 
lease, ete. Eighteen wanted the controls removed, 23 did not, and 
18 did not answer. Obviously then, the heirs do not want the control 
of heirship land put in their hands. . 

Question 27 was an attempt to draw from the heirs suggestions to 
the Congress concerning a possible solution to the problem. The ques- 
tion was worded in vee a way as to inform the Indians that possible 
solutions had been offered in the past and four of these were listed, 
then space was left for the heirs to make any recommendations he 
wanted. While the question was not intended to be one of multiple 
choice it was found that some heirs merely checked off one of the pro- 
posed solutions. Other heirs wrote in suggestions that coincided with 
one or the other of the proposed solutions. Five heirs wanted those 
owning more than half the tract to govern its lease or disposition, five 
wanted a simple majority of heirs to govern, five wanted all heirship 

robates placed under state courts, and four preferred that any heir 
1ave authority to appeal to state courts for partition or sale of the 
tract. Other suggestions made include the following: 


7 24544 I’d sooner have the land sold, because it is no use to me or the others. 

24694 If one heir wants to buy the holdings of the others, let him buy, if not, 
let the tribe, they can sell te someone else or rent it out. 

Question 28 asked if the heirs owned land that was not held in trust 
and how they acquired it. Of the 49 heirs answering the question, 12 
(approximately 24 percent do own lands held in fee. Six heirs had 

urchased the land, three had inherited it, and the others did not state 

tnt they acquired it. Median age of this group is in the 41 to 50 year 
category; all are members of the tribe; median blood quantum is 
one-quarter or less Indian blood; 1 lives on the reservation, the other 

11 living off; 1 lives on trust land. None of this group received wel- 

fare assistance during 1958; median income is just about $4,000; one 
lives on heirship land; median income from heirship interests is less 
than $50; and none of the group ranch or farm on heirship interests. 

Question 29 was an very i to draw from the heirs any and all 
complaints concerning their heirship lands. It was worded in very 
general terms and the heirs presented the following problems: 
724772 Most of the time information is so very skimpy and scant, we can- 

not rely on it. I do not even know some of the heirs in the land which 
I am an heir of. The tribal councils make a motion to do something or 
other about it, but that’s all we ever hear of*it. I wish something would 
be done about it and soon. 

24712 Yes. I have asked the Indian Department to sell this piece of land 
since 1951. All they say is that they have to appraise this land. This 
has been every time I have requested them to sell the land, which has 
been about every 6 months since 1951. I am now disabled in my leg by 


accident and need additional money to get along. All I am requesting 
is your help. 


1 Individual’s code number. 
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Yes. Would like something done in the near future before a few more 
of us die off and there’s a real problem. 

I would like to sell it if I could. 

The only thing is the Bureau land sales are just too slow. If they 
could be speeded up I would be satisfied, The heirship which was sold 
in April is still pending and I had to borrow money on the merits of the 
slow, far too slow, process which they follow. 

Our problem is we cannot sell any timber to any sawmill, we own lot 
of timber which we could sell and get some good out of it, if we can’t sell 
it we are getting old, not in good health, we may not get any use of it. 
We own 315 acres heirship land divided three ways. And I also own 
about 200 acres which was willed to me; it will not be any use to me if 
they ever build this Knowles Dam which Army Engineers are trying 
build the place would be under water, we would like to sell all of this 
place. 

I would like to have the say on what I want done to the land and to 
whom I would like to leave the land to and to sell if I feel like it without 
a lot of redtape. 

I would like to give you or anyone just a little of what it means to 
have to ask every time you want to sell or lease your land out just what 
it feels like. Ask some Indian agency can I do this or that and when 
the agency feels like answering will take about 1 or 2 years to get any 
result back. Just write to my lawyer and ask him how fast you get 
answers from the agency. I have been trying since 1957 to sell my share 
of land and haven't yet. 

I have been trying to sell my land for quite a while. I even sign the 
deeds but the superintendent recall the deeds. I want to buy me a 
place here where I am living I can make a little better living here in the 
State of Washington. 

The length of time for a sale to be processed in the Bureau seems very 
unreasonable. 

I think all the heirs should be partitioned so the individual could re- 
ceive his or her share when immediately instead of waiting until all 
the heirs signatures it make the length the time too long to complete 
the lease or sale. The way the Bureau handles the land sale from 6 
months to 2 years to complete one heir holder passes away it stops the 
whole thing until the probate is determined. This is reason why lot of 
heirship is cut up so bad. 

I am restricted to leasing for grazing, and realize very little a year, 
$65 on 5 allotments (including 2 sisters, 2 brothers, and my own). This, 
in my opinion, is very poor business. Our hands are tied as the De- 
partment of Interior or agency in charge seems not to want to remove 
the timber. I am certain there are a number of allottees in the same 
predicament. 

I own 20 acres of land that is heirship land. It is in Lake County and 
the county commissioner came to see me about putting a road through 
there and he told me I would get paid so much a road for it and after I 
signed one paper they put on it for fencing. That was not on it when I 
signed it or I would never of signed and then they sent me a claim paper 
to sign and I never did sign it but I heard they went right ahead and 
had someone put up the fence and gave the money tothem. I have talked 
to a few Indians that have had roads go through their places and they 
said they got paid for it and the fence paid for too. 
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Fort Betknar AGENCY 


Questionnaires were mailed to 767 heirs of the Fort Belknap 
Agency and 153 (approximately 20 percent) completed returns were 
received from adults. 


GENERAL INFORMATION 


Median age of Fort Belknap heirs is in the 41 to 50-year category, 
with the distribution as follows: 21 to 30, 31; 31 to 40, 38; 41 to 50, 
29; 51 and over, 53; no answer, 2. There were 74 males and 46 females 
with 3 not answering. One hundred twenty-three heirs have chil- 
dren with a total of 555. Seventy-nine heirs are heads of households; 
146 are tribal members, 4 are not. Median blood quantum is full with 
the following distribution: fullbloods, 78; three-quarter bloods, 23; 
one-half bloods, 30; one-quarter or less Indian blood, 16; no Indian 
blood, 2; no answer, 4. Seventy-four heirs live on the reservation and 
78 live off, 1 did not answer. Fifty-three live on trust or restricted 
land and of this number 51 live on the reservation. Fifty-three heirs 
receive welfare assistance during 1958, and of this number 39 live 
on the reservation. Sixty-six heirs answered the question concerning 
income for 1958 and the median was in the $2,001 to $3,000 category. 
This was also the median for heads of households. Median income 
for heirs living on the reservation was between $1,001 and $2,000, 
whereas median income for heirs living off the reservation was in the 
$2,001 to $3,000 category. Income tabulated by blood quantum in- 
dicates that fullblood median is between $1,001 and $2,000; three- 
quarter blood median income is just about $4,000; halfblood median 
income is between $2,001 and $3,000; one-quarter or less Indian blood 
is about $3,000. 

Occupations of the heirs were reported as follows: 


Housewife _.. 61] Laborer Ke 21 
Rancher a 16 | Retired 12 
Farm labor_ _.. 8 | Farmer 3 
Maid 2; Student 2 
Construction work Federal Government employee.__.. 2 
Machinist _. 2]| Fisherman 
Draftsman 1 | Practical nurse 
Contractor. 1} Armed services__ 1 
Carpenter 1] Nurses aid 1 
College instructor 1 | Skilled labor 1 
TV repairman 1) weer 1 
Owner, dry cleaning 1 | Teacher 
Miner 1| Superintendent of schools_____-.__ 1 
Body and fender repair__...._-._- 1| Laundry worker 1 
Telephone operator 1} Boilermaker 1 
Unemployed 1 | Beautician 1 


INTERESTS IN HEIRSHIP LAND 


Heirs of the Fort Belknap Agency own 299 undivided interests in 
heirship tracts and of this number 13 are in public domain allotments. 
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Twelve heirs live on tracts in which they hold an undivided interest. 
Seven of this group are fullbloods, median age is over 51, five received 
welfare assistance during 1958, median income from heirship interests 
was between $51 and $100 (only five answered the question), five ranch 
or farm on the land, and none own lands in fee. 

Median income from heirship lands for all heirs reporting was be- 
tween $51 and $100 with the distribution as follows: $0 to $50, 44; 
$51 to $100, 15; $101 to $150, 8: $151 to $200, 10; $201 to $500, 11: $501 
to $1,000, 3; $1,001 to $2,000, 1; $2,001 and over, 1; no answer, 60. 
Thirty heirs visited some of their heirship land during 1959; 42 be- 
tween 1958 and 1949; 9 between 1948 and 1939; 2 prior to 1939; and 70 
did not answer. Unfortunately, it was not practical to tabulate those 
heirs who had never visited their heirship land since this information 
was generally found within the answer to one of the other questions 
making it extremely difficult to tabulate. Eighty-four heirs live 
within 1 day’s drive (300 miles) of their heirship land, 15 live between 
301 and 600 miles, 12 between 601 and 900 miles, 12 over 900 miles, and 
30 did not answer. 

ACTIONS 


Eight heirs ranch or farm lands in which they hold an heirship 
interest and 21 have done so in the past 10 years, This shows a de- 
crease of approximately 72 percent in the use of heirship lands by 
heirs. Fifty-four heirs have attempted to dispose of their heirshi 
interests and 15 have succeeded. In 12 cases the land was dispose 
of to the tribe and the balance went to individuals. The tribe has 
made 14 unsuccessful attempts to purchase the interests of heirs and 
other Indians have been unsuccessful in 15 atempts. The heirs them- 
selves have made 12 attempts to purchase the interests of other heirs. 


OPINIONS AND PROPOSALS 


Twenty-nine heirs plan to live on heirship interests in the future 
and 81 intend to ranch or farm on their interests. When asked if 
they wanted to sell or exchange some or all of their interests in heir- 
ship lands, 33 preferred some, 56 all, 53 none, and 11 did not answer. 
Of those answering, therefore, the majority wanted to sell or ex- 
change some or all of their heirship lands. One of the questions 
asked of the heirs was if they wanted the Bureau of Indian Affairs 
control removed from heirship land and why. Seventy-three wanted 
the Bureau control retained, 48 wanted it removed, and 32 did not 
answer. Some of the reasons given for retaining or removing Bu- 
reau control were as follows: 
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RETAIN BUREAU CONTROLS 


124841 I live out of the State and unable to handle the affairs. 
25591 It is Indian land so should be controlled by the Indian Bureau. 
25442 I live in Canada and far from my heirship lands. 
25066 So the land will be tax free. 
24892 Because I do not know anything about handling the land. 
25325 Because I am getting along in years and am too old to take care of 
it myself. 
25504 So no hasty decisions will be made in disposing of the land. 
25721 To keep away from taxation. Our land is not worth very much. 
25183 Too old and disabled to operate myself. 
25435 Because I cannot control it myself. 
25149 It will be away from taxes. 


REMOVE BUREAU CONTROL 


24900 We should have more control of our land and less interference of the 
Indian Service. 

25501 We are unable to make use of the land without going to a lot of trouble 
with the agency. 

25130 Should be the responsibility of each individual owner. 

25035 I think all Indians should get what is theirs and learn to stand on 
their own two feet. 

25535 To buy a new home. 

25570 Am old enough and believe I’m intelligent enough to handle my own 
personal affairs. 

25358 Under present controls an Indian does not get the going market price 
on sale of land. 

25384 It would seem that according to the present control of the land, many 
people who will not use or live on their land, are unable to sell or 
exchange. 

25040 Because they do with it what they please, I have no say. 

25214 I want the control of the land myself. 

24886 Transaction is too long, leasing is too cheap. 

25002 Too much redtape. It seems one can never sell land any more or 
even exchange land. 


Question 26b asked the heirs if they woud want their interests sold 
and the money divided. Sixty-seven wanted all the land sold, 13 
wanted some sold, 24 did not want any sold, and 49 did not answer. 
Therefore the majority of the heirs answering want all their heir- 
ship interests sold and the money distributed among the heirs. While 
this clearly expresses the opinion of the majority of heirs answering 
the question we thought it might be interesting to find out if this ma- 
jority is a cross section of the heirs or whether there are certain cate- 
gories of heirs who are in opposition to this. We have therefore, cross 
tabulated the answers to this question by various categories, i.e., blood 
quantum, residence, etc., as follows: 


26b I would like to have the tract(s) of heirship land in which I own an 
interest sold and my share of the money paid to me. 


1Individual’s code number. 
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Categories Sell all Sell None No 
some answer 
at to 30 11 3 6 ll 
31 to 40 14 4 3 17 
41 to 50 a 16 4 4 5 
51 and over. 26 2 ll 4 
No answer. 0 0 0 2 
Total... 67 13 24 49 
Sex: 
Male 35 7 12 20 
31 6 12 27 
No answer. aie 1 0 0 2 
Total... 67 13 24 49 
Have children 
Yes_. 56 10 21 36 
No answer. 0 0 4 
Total... es 67 13 24 49 
Head of household 
35 5 ll 28 
No answer. 2 0 3 6 
Total... 67 13 24 49 
Degree of Indian blood: 
33 10 27 
15 2 4 2 
re q 2 9 10 
or less. 8 0 1 7 
one...... 1 0 0 1 
No answer. 1 1 0 2 
Live on reservation: 
es... 29 5 15 25 
0 0 0 1 
Tees... 67 13 24 49 
Live on trust or restricted land: 
19 5 13 16 
5 0 1 2 
Total. 67 13 24 49 
Live on heirship land: 
6 0 3 3 
60 13 20 42 
No answer. ..- 1 0 1 4 
67 13 24 49 
Income from heirship: 
to $50___.._- 18 2 7 17 
7 1 4 3 
101 to $150 0 2 0 6 
2 5 3 2 
$501 to $1,000_ 2 0 0 0 
0 0 0 1 
$2,001 and over 1 0 0 0 
No answer. 34 1 6 19 
Total. 67 13 24 49 
Farm or ranch heirship: 
3 0 1 4 
67 13 24 49 
Own fee land 
Yes_. 12 0 1 4 
44 10 18 29 
Total 67 13 24 
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49 
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0 
1 
0 
19 
49 
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49 
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An examination of the cross tabulation shows that in certain cate- 
gories there is not a majority wanting to sell all. However in these 
categories the majority want to sell some or all. The categories are 

1) heirs with half Indian blood; and (2) heirs with income from 
eir interests ranging from $101 to $500. 

As a matter of interest we have cross tabulated question 25 concern- 
ing whether the heirs want to sell or exchange interests and question 26 
concerning whether they want Bureau supervision retained with ques- 
tion 26b asking if they wanted all their interests sold, as follows: 


Question 26b. I would like to have the tract(s) of heirship land in which I 
own an interest sold and my share of the money paid to me. 


Sell all Sell None No 
some answer 
26a. Retain Bureau control: 
21 6 19 27 
Total... 67 13 24 49 
25 or exchange undivided interests: 
es: 
No answer--.....- 2 0 1 8 


Eighteen heirs who did not answer question 26 do want heirship 
lands sold. Of those wanting to retain Bureau control the majority an- 
swering want to sell some or all of their heirship land. Eleven of the 
heirs wanting some sold or exchanged in answer to question 25 an- 
swered question 26b indicating they wanted all heirship land sold. 
This probably indicates a desire on their part to have the Bureau of 
Indian Affairs handle the negotiations. 

Question 26c asked if the heirs wanted all controls removed so that 
the heirs themselves can handle the land. Fifty-seven wanted all 
controls removed, 52 did not, and 44 did not answer. 

Question 27 was an attempt to draw from the heirs tions to 
the Congress concerning a possible solution to the problem. The 

uestion was worded in such a way as to inform the Indians that pos- 
sible solutions had been offered in the past and four of these were 
listed, then space was left for the heirs to make any recommendations 
they wanted. While the question was not intended to be one of multiple 
choice it was found that some heirs merely checked off one of the 
pro solutions. Other heirs wrote in suggestions that coincided 
with one or the other of the proposed solutions. 

Twenty-one preferred that a majority of heirs decide on leasing, or 
disposing of the tract, 18 wanted those heirs owning more than half 
the tract to decide, 6 preferred that any heirs be allowed to appeal to 
the state courts for partition or sale, and 5 wanted all heirship pro- 
bates placed under state courts and state law. Some of the other 
suggestions made by the heirs include the following : 

* 25184 I wish all heirship lands be released to individuals. 


24999 I believe this should be decided by the tribe through the tribes repre- 
sentatives, the tribal council. 


1 Individual’s code number. 
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24851 The older people should be encouraged to make wills. This will 
eliminate some of the heirship trouble as people in their declining 
years are the ones that have most of the heirship land. 

25074 At one time the tribe handled land transactions and I believe they 
should be allowed to do so again. 

25158 I think some means should be made so that all inherited land could 
be sold or divided, as it now stands it is more or less up to the in- 
dividuals to get together and that seems to be the big problem as in 
my case I live 500 miles away and could not get there on any special 
date and I have a brother that lives 1,000 miles away and the cost of 
him going there is too high. 

25386 In cases where the heirship land amounts to a very small fraction 
or acreage'to each individual heir, it might be wise to have the land 
bought up by the tribe and the funds invested as the group sees fit. 
The profits realized from these investments should then be placed to 
the credit of tribal members on a percentage basis. What I have in 
mind is similar to the Montana Enabling Act regarding school lands; 
I and I money. 

25157 The tribal council should buy any heirship land that is for sale. 

25833 Give us each our share to do with as we please. 

25149 All heirship land should be sold and one or more should have the 
privilege of buying the other interests. 

25130 The tribe should have first options to purchase if the land is con- 
sidered a “key tract’’—otherwise sold or disposed of in an open sale. 


Question 28 asked the heirs if they owned land that was not held 
in trust. Of the 118 that answered the question, 17 (approximately 
14 percent) do own lands that are not in trust. Seven had purchased 
it, four had inherited, one received it as a gift, and the other five did 
not state how they acquired the free land. Median age of this group 
is between 31 and 40 years, 8 are heads of households, all are members 
of the tribe, median blood quantum is three-quarters, 5 live on and 12 
live off the reservation, 4 live on trust land, 1 received welfare assist- 
ance during 1958, median income is between $2,001 and $3,000, none 
live on heirship land, median income from heirship interests is less 
than $50, and none ranch or farm heirship interests. 

Question 29 was an attempt to draw from the heirs any and all 
problems connected with their heirship lands. It was worded in very 
general terms and brought forth various complaints. A representa- 
tive selection follows: 


125521 First, I would rather sell my share because it is difficult for me. I 
don’t know what goes on, such as farming or ranching or grazing or 
what not. I don’t know nothing about it and I rather sell and get a 
little out of it, and that way I may be able to get a place for myself 
here. I don’t intend to live out there and out of treaty all together 
and no home to call my own. I haven’t got any money for the last 
4 years from my share so if I sell my share, then I would have nothing 
to do with it any more. 

25355 I have a tract of land to sell. And I’ll say there’s five of us on this 
tract of land. One don’t want to sell and won't sign. Ican’t sell. This 
law I don’t like. This law should be looked into. 

25019 Every year the heirs should have an itemized account of what ex- 
penses were paid out and what for. Why every year we have to pay 
out so much money for O. & M. charges and yet our land is leased and 
we never get much out of it. One time I refused to sign papers to sell 
some land and was told I’d have to sign because what share I owned 

, wouldn’t do me any good if I kept it. I would like to know where the 
estates of my father and mother lies and how much land each of us 
own and why it has to be divided among so many cousins and why 
they get a share of the estate (my mother) and if they pay for some of 
the upkeep of this land. When I write the agency of things of this mat- 
ter I am treated like an imbecile and brushed aside. 


1 Individual’s code number. 


25461 


25255 
25000 


24842 


25125 


25445 


24933 
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I have to pay for water rights on my heirship lands. The lessee 
should pay for water. I mean under irrigation. I pay more for water 
bills than I do get rentals from said heirship irrigation lands, so I don’t 
think I am getting justice there. All loss and no profit of my share. 
Would appreciate a reply to this matter. 

I have answered questions of the ones I could. I have no land to this 
date of any known lands that’s been willed to me. 

I own a 2/21 interest in my father’s heirship land which I want to 
purchase. All the other heirs signed the necessary papers to sell their 
undivided interests to me, but due to redtape on the part of the Indian 
Bureau this transaction is at a standstill. 

When the tribe handled land transactions it did not require so much 
time to buy or sell land and I believe they should be given back the 
authority to handle land transactions. 

I would like to have the right to sell my land as I would like to pur- 
chase property in Idaho and get all my children back together. I have 
have my oldest son with me presently and the other boys are in the 
orphanage. Also my daughter is in a foster home. Thanks to the wel- 
fare people. The welfare refused to help me so what could I do with 
practically no education, but work out in the fields. I know I can make 
it if I have my own place as I’m used to hard work and can operate a 
tractor and could learn to run any or all machinery which may become 
necessary in the fight for survival. We had a chance to buy a place 
for $1,000, but I knew I couldn’t even borrow $50 or $100 from the office, 
so I didn’t even try. 

Do you think its right for Fort Peck Indian Agency to hold my lease 
money from Harlem, Mont., Fort Belknap Indian Agency to pay for 
water rights on Looking estate which they been leasing out for a few 
years, and I don’t receive anything from this lease, only the water 
bill. I wouldn’t mind if at least the land lessee would pay his own 
water bill since he uses the land. I haven’t received anything from 
this estate. Sending this bill I received recently from Poplar, Mont. 
paying from my lease money from Harlem, Mont., Fort Belknap. 

I received your form and I will try to fill it out but my being a white 
man I thought you could give me some information on how I stand 
on these affairs. In August 1955 I and my children leased 80 acres 
to the Phillips Petroleum Co. Recently they made a settlement in 
which my children received their share, then I received a letter from 
the agent at Fort Belknap that they had received my share but had 
returned it to the oil company as they did not have the right to lease 
my part of land as it is undivided and I signed the lease papers. Why 
didn’t the agent send me my share? Also my father-in-law told me 
the last time I saw him that his brother had traded 40 acres of our 
good land for 40 acres of inferior land. When I wrote to ask by what 
right he had to do that I received no answer. A number of years ago 
I received a survey of the land and it gave a little over 400 acres 
then not long after that I received one that gave 380 acres. Now 
when I write to them about anything abolut the land I receive no 
answer. I would like to know by what right my wife’s uncle has to 
trade or handle any part of that land or could you put me in touch 
with someone who could. 

Well my dad died in 1949 (December) and he has been receiving 
lease money when he was living and after he died he didn’t get any 
more, and we haven’t got a penny ever since and that Indian office 
said he owes money. That’s what I can’t understand. Where and how 
does he owe any money to that office? Is someone else getting that 
money that should rightfully been paid to us? And one other thing, 
the State took over the highway on the reservation and the highway 
runs through some of our land and they built a fence through part 
of our land and we haven’t received a penny from that either, or a 
word before the State took over the highway either. I’m referring 
to——if the State paid the Government or the Indian office? That 
Indian office at Fort Belknap Agency, Harlem, Mont., should be in- 
vestigated, not only to our matter but to other Indians that own lands. 
They all go through the same thing as we do. I want my share of the 
land sale so that at least we can get the benefit of it. 
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I do not know anything about the land or just where its located. 

Interests in some allotments classified as irrigable are not productive, 
but are still charged with irrigation assessments. There is no way 
that I can get rid of these fractional interests and the charges against 
them eat up income from other productive land. The agency office 
applies income from my grazing land to pay these charges on the 
undivided interests in irrigated land while if I had my say I would 
give the irrigated interests away. There should be some way that 
I could dispose of these unprofitable shares. 


25596-A I understand a portion of our land has been leased for growing 


25185 


25591 


24900 


alfalfa. We had nothing to say about this and we don’t receive any 
payment for it. We’ve written the agency for information and never 
have heard from them. How do I obtain this information since I live 
so far from my land? 

I know very little about what my rights, if any, are. I’m never sure 
for what I’m being paid. I seem to have no control over who leases 
land or amount I am to receive. Last year I signed a lease but never 
received payment. It would appear that the Indian agent has control 
over my business as pertains to this land. This may be good, but I pre- 
fer to think that I could handle my own business interests. When I last 
visited the reservation, no one seemed to be able to tell me anything 
about the land, etc. 

I have been trying to dispose of all my inherited interests in heirship 
land to the tribe but due to oversupervision on the part of the Indian 
Bureau we have been unsuccessful. My sister and myself have been 
trying since 1947 to sell the balance of our deceased mother’s al- 
lotment. We also own interests in our grandfolks’ land and also an 
inherited interest of our grandfather’s land in another party’s land. We 
have already disposed of a large portion of our inherited land back 
in the days when land was not so hard to sell. The tribe should be 
allowed to handle land transactions again. 

As far as my interest in the land mentioned, I have none. I haven’t 
lived on or been around the land since I was about 16 months old. From 
that you may gather that I know nothing about the land and therefore 
am not interested in what happens to it. I hope the information I have 
given was of some assistance to you. 

Yes; because non-Indians are not allowed to buy land on the reserva- 
tion, land cannot be sold at a fair market price or a price that com- 
pares with similar land off the reservation. If there were less restric- 
tion, land would be developed and brought to better use. 


Forr Peck AGENcY 


The Committee was unable to obtain a mailing list from Fort 
Peck Reservation, and therefore sent a supply of questionnaires to 
Fort Peck requesting they be sent out direct. For this reason the num- 
ber of questionnaires mailed out is not known but 144 completed re- 
turns were received from adults. (See p. 541 in the appendix.) 


GENERAL INFORMATION 


Median age of Fort Peck heirs is in the 41 to 50 year category 
with the distribution as follows: 21 to 30, 10; 31 to 40, 41; 41 to 
50, 42; 51 and over, 45; no answer, 6. There were 71 males, 67 females 
and 6 did not answer. One hundred and eleven heirs reported having 
children with a total of 408. Eighty-five heirs are heads of house- 
holds, 137 reported being tribal members, 1 was not, 6 did not 
answer. Median blood quantum is one-half with the following dis- 
tribution: fullblood, 33; three-quarter blood, 29; one-half blood, 36; 
one-quarter or less Indian blood, 41; no answer, 5. Fifty-nine heirs 
live on the reservation, 80 live off, 5 did not answer. Therefore, 
the majority of the Fort Peck heirs contacted live off the 
reservation. Thirty-five heirs live on trust land, 102 do not, 7 
did not answer. Of the 35 living on trust land, 2 reside off the 
reservation. Seventeen heirs received welfare assistance during 
1958, and 12 of this group lived on the reservation. The question 
concerning annual income was answered by 92 heirs and the median 
is just about $3,000. Median income for heads of households was 
just about $3,500. Heirs living on the reservation have a median 
income between $1,001 and $2,000 whereas heirs living off the reser- 
vation is just about $4,000. By blood quantum we find the 
median incomes are as follows: fullblood is less than $1,000; three- 
quarter blood is between $2,001 and $3,000; one-half blood is over 
$4,000; one-quarter or less Indian blood is over $4,000. 

Occupations of the heirs were reported as follows: 


Housewife 45 | Laborer 12 
9 | Federal Government employee..____ 8 
2 | Unemployed 2 
Dormitory 2 | Construction superintendent__.____ 2 
Clerk_ 2 | Carpenter___ 2 
Musician 1} Teacher 
Decorator 1} Roughneck (oil field) _.._._________ 1 
Glass tester 1} Aircraft assembly 1 
Freight checker 1} Sawyer 1 
Saleswoman 1] Nurses aid 1 
Cook 1 | Cabinetmaker 1 
Cashier_______ 1} Bus driver 1 
Instructional 1| Miner 1 
Bartender 1| Nurse___ 1 
1| Heat treater___ 1 
Seaman 1 | Mechanical engineer 1 
Pipe coverer _... 1] Construction worker 1 

er 1} Stenographer____-_ 1 
Lineman _-. 1] Medical illustrator 1 
Minister 
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INTERESTS IN HEIRSHIP LAND 


Heirs of Fort Peck own 296 interests in heirship land and 29 of 
these are in public domain allotments. Nine heirs live on heirship 
land in which they own an interest, and four of them are fullbloods. 
Median age of those living on heirship land is about 51; two received 
welfare assistance during 1958; median income from heirship inter- 
ests is between $201 and $500; two ranch or farm the land; and two 
own other lands in fee. 

Median income from heirship land reported by heirs is just about 
$100 with the distribution as follows: $0 to $50, 29; $51 to $100, 14; 
$101 to $150, 6; $150 to $200, 7; $201 to $500, 16; $500 to $1,000, 11; 
$1,001 to $2,000, 3; $2,001 and over, 1; no answer, 57. Thirty-seven 
heirs had visited some of their heirship land in 1959, 43 between 
1958 and 1949, 6 between 1948 and 1939, 2 at some time prior to 1939 
and 56 did not answer. Unfortunately it was not practical to tabulate 
those who had never visited their heirship interests at all, since this 
information was generally found within the answer to one of the 
other questions, making it extremely difficult to tabulate. It is inter- 
esting to note that the median distance lived from heirship lands by 
the heirs of Fort Peck is over 900 miles. Thirty-nine heirs lived !ess 
than 300 miles away from the land, 3 lived between 301 and 600 miles 
away, 3 from 601 to 900 miles, 50 more than 900 miles, and 49 did not 
answer. 

ACTIONS 


Fourteen heirs ranch or farm lands in which they hold an heirship 
interest, and eighteen have done so within the past 10 years. This 
indicates an approximate 56 percent decrease in the use of heirship 
lands by heirs. Forty-two heirs have attempted to dispose of some 
interests and sixteen succeeded. Most of the dispositions were to 
other individuals with only two going to the tribe. The tribe has 
twice been unsuccessful in attempting to buy out the share of heirs, 
and other Indians have been unsuccessful in 11 cases. The heirs 
themselves have attempted in 19 instances to purchase the interests 
of other heirs. 

OPINIONS AND PROPOSALS 


Twenty-three heirs plan to live on heirship land in the future, and 
thirty-two plan to ranch or farm it. When asked if they wanted to 
sell or exchange some or all of their interests in heirship lands, 26 
wanted to sell or exchange some, 31 all, 66 none and 21 did not answer. 
The majority of those answering do not want to sell or exchange 
any interests. One of the questions asked of the heirs was if they 
wanted Bureau of Indian Affairs control removed from heirshi 
land and why. Seventy-six heirs want the Bureau to retain control, 
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34 want the control removed, and 34 did not answer. Some of the 
reasons given for retaining.or removing Bureau control were as 
follows: 

RETAIN BUREAU CONTROL 


100100* Because the Indian Bureau owes the Indians a lot. 

100085 Because I believe that the Indian Bureau should look out for the 
wards of the Government. 

100123 They had and are doing a wonderful job of it. What other agency 
could take their place without the fear of corruption, undependability, 
ete.? Nothing could be more secure, reliable, and solid than the present. 

100114 A lot of the land on the reservation isn’t worth the taxes. 

100115 Because I live off the reservation, and don’t have time to take care 
of my business. 

100144 Because I am getting old in years. 

100131 Because I wouldn’t be able to pay the taxes. 

100129 Otherwise we'll all get gypped ; they’ll put a tax on it. 


REMOVE BUREAU CONTROL 


100065 Undivided heirship land under present Government control is not 
practical. 

100060 I would rather have some set system to divide it; as it is I receive 
nothing from it. 

100121 Would prefer to sell. 

100076 Because interest is so small we do not want to keep it. 

100141 Because I am competent enough to manage my own affairs. 

100138 Too slow in probating and partitioning. 

100137 It takes months to secure leases and almost a year to have a fee 
patent approved; too much redtape, too many restrictions. 

100146 It will lessen confusion and strife among heirs, especially when in- 
come from these lands is so small. 


Question 26b asked the heirs if they would want their interests 
sold and the money divided. Thirty-seven wanted all the land sold, 
11 some, 39 none, and 57 did not answer. Therefore, a majority of 
those answering the question want some or all of their heirship inter- 
ests sold. We have cross-tabulated the answers to this question by 
various categories—i.e., blood quantum, residence, etc.—to determine 
if there are any significant differences of opinion among heirs that can 
be related to these factors. - 


26b I would like to have the tracts(s) of heirship land in which I own an 
interest sold and my share of the money paid to me. 


1 Individual’s code number. 


ne 
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Categories Sell all |Sellsome| None No an- 
swer 
3 0 2 5 
8 5 12 16 
12 3 ll 16 ; 
13 3 14 15 
1 0 0 5 
37 ll 39 57 
24 7 16 24 
12 4 23 28 
1 0 0 5 
37 ll 39 57 
29 10 32 40 
7 1 7 ll 
1 0 6 
37 ll 39 57 
22 7 21 35 
14 4 16 17 
1 0 2 5 
37 ll 39 57 
12 3 6 12 
5 5 10 9 
13 3 7 13 
7 0 16 18 
0 0 0 0 
Live on reservation: 
Yes. — 10 6 19 24 
No answer. din 1 0 0 4 
Live on trust or restricted land: 
| “igre 26 7 28 41 
« Noanswer-- 3 1 0 1 5 
abe 37 ll 39 57 
Live on heirship land 
2 1 4 2 
Total__. 2 37 ll 39 57 
Income from heirship land: 
$0 to $50__._. 12 6 5 6 
$201 to $500. — 3 1 9 4 
2 2 3 3 
0 0 1 2 
1 0 0 0 
Farm or ranch heirship land: 
1 0 7 6 
36 ll 31 44 
No answer-........- 0 0 1 7 
37 ll 39 57 
Own fee land 
, 12 0 16 22 
No... 25 y 19 26 
No answer-.- 0 2 4 9 
Total. 37 ll 39 57 
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An examination of the cross-tabulation establishes certain cate- 
gories of heirs against sale of any heirship land. These categories 
are: (1) Females; (2) three-quarter bloods; (3) one-quarter or less 
Indian blood ; (4) heirs living on the reservation; (5) heirs living on 
heirship land; (6) some of the heirs with higher incomes from the 
land; (7) heirs who ranch or farm heirship land; and (8) heirs who 
own fee lands. 

As a matter of interest we have cross-tabulated question 25, con- 
cerning whether the heirs want to sell or exchange interests, and ques- 
tion 26, concerning whether they want Bureau supervision retained, 
min question 26b, asking if they wanted all their interests sold, as 

ollows: 


Question 26b: I would like to have the tract(s) of heirship land in which I 
own an interest sold and my share of the money paid to me. 


Sell all Sell some None No answer 
26a Retain Bureau control: 

14 7 29 26 
INO 6 2 4 22 
"Datel 37 ll 39 57 

25 Sell or exchange undivided interests: 
28 0 1 2 
Total 37 ll 39 57 


Of those heirs: wanting Bureau control retained, 21 want to sell 
some or all of their heirship land. Eight heirs that did not answer 
the question concerning Bureau contred did indicate they wanted to 
sell some or all of their land, while four others indicated they wanted 
to retain the land. Six heirs who wanted to sell or exchange, some 
referred the Bureau sell all their heirship land, and three heirs who 

id not want to sell or exchange any in answer to question 25 did 
indicate a desire to sell some or all. Evidently, some of the heirs 
want the land sold by the Burea of Indian Affairs rather than do it 
themselves. 

Question 26c asked if the heirs wanted all controls removed from 
their heirship lands so that the heirs themselves can handle it. Thirty- 
one wanted the controls removed, 59 did not, and 54 cid not answer. 

Question 27 was an attempt to get the heirs to make suggestions 
to the Congress concerning a possible solution to the problem. The 
question was worded in such a way as to inform the Indians that 
possible solutions had been offe in the past and four of these 
were listed, then space was left for the heirs to make any recom- 
mendations he wanted. While the question was not intended to be 
one of multiple choice it was found that some heirs merely checked 
off one of the proposed solutions. Other heirs wrote in suggestions 
that coincided with one or the other of the suggested solutions. 
Twenty-four heirs wanted a simple majority to debenmahan the use 
and/or disposition of the land, 14 wanted the owners of the majority 
shares to determine use and disposition, 8 wanted all heirship pro- 
bates placed under State courts and State law, and 7 wanted each heir 
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to have the right to appeal to State courts for oe or sale of the 
land. Some of the other suggestions made include the following: 


100017 Liquidation of Indian lands has been so rapid in the past few years, 
it might be advisable to let the individual tribes buy such lands. 

100009 The Indian owner should be given first preference in purchasing the 
land of which he is part owner. If none of the heirs want the land, 
then other Indians who could use the land beneficially for their 
operations should be given next preference. If there is no need for this 
land then the third preference should be given to the tribe for purchas- 
ing. As time goes on an Indian who is just starting out may need this 
land and probably could negotiate with tribal officials either for pur- 
chase or exchange. 

100049 That the Indian be made a full citizen and allowed to settle his 
problem without the help of Government supervision. 

100101 I think the land should be partitioned so that each heir could do 
what they desire with it. 

100081 Remove Indian Bureau’s restrictions permitting heirs to exercise 
their own initiative in handling land problems. 

100087 Have largest shareholder buy out the smaller heirs without having an 
advertised sale. 

100138 Let the majority of the heirs decide; (1) allow any one heir to buy 
out the others, (2) partition, (3) sell and divide the money. As long 
as the property remains in trust let Uncle Sam handle the job. 

100076 We would like to see all heirship land sold and the money divided. 

100065 Make definite laws so as heirship would once and for all be over. 

100100 One person who owns most of the heirship should act as manager, to 
make lease, sell, and distribute. 


Question 28 asked if the heirs owned any land that was not held 
in trust, and how they acquired it. Of the 129 heirs answering the 
question, 50 (approximately 38 percent) own lands in fee. Thirty-five 
heirs stated how they acquired the land, 26 purchased it, 4 inherited 
the land, 4 were issued a fee patent, and one received it as a gift. 
Median age of this group was in the 41 to 50 year category, 30 are 
heads of households, 49 are members of the tribe, median blood quan- 
tum is one-half, 22 live on the reservation, 9 live on trust land, 2 
received welfare assistance in 1958, median income is over $4,000, 
median income from heirship interests is about $100, and 10 ranch or 
farm heirship land. 

Question 29 was an attempt to draw from the heirs any and all 
complaints concerning their heirship lands. It was worded in very 
general terms and the following are representative of the heirs 
problems: 


100065 I have been trying for the past 5 years to sell my interest of land 
on the Standing Rock Reservation. I have written the superintendent 
and chief clerk but never received an answer. 

100009 I have never been successful in buying out the interests of the other 
heirs in the lands which I now hold interests. Land policies of the 
Indian Bureau change almost every year and many times when I had 
made plans to purchase other interests the necessary papers would 
be executed and submitted to the agency office where it would lay from 
year to year. After checking on the status of the applications we would 
be given different reasons such as: “There has to be an appraisal,” 
“we do not have an appraiser,” “we have such a backlog of work we 
can’t get to the purchases,” or “there is now a policy regarding Indian- 
to-Indian purchases,” and sometimes they would say, “if we sold one 
part of our original allotment we could not buy any more land,” except 
through advertised sales, or if we were not considered ‘competent,” 
we could not buy or sell any more land. Finally a person gets so 
disgusted and the other heirs give up en trying to sell their interests, 
I doubt very much if the Indian Bureau office here has accomplished 
much towards encouraging Indian ranchers or farmers to enlarge 
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their operating units by allowing bona-fide Indian ranchers and stock- 
men to purchase heirship land. Sometimes a much-needed waterhole 
is lost to the Indian stockman because he was not given a chance to 
purchase the land, even at the appraised price. 

I would very much like to see all the heirship lands be divided and 
so that owners can sell their shares of interest to stop all the confusion 
and trouble among heirs. 

I have been attempting to lease for farming or grazing some other 
tracts of heirship land and find that it is quite a problem to get all the 
signatures of interested parties with two witnesses to each signature. 
(I have been trying for 5 months to get one lease completed for sig- 
natures. So far this lease has been to Idaho, Washington, Oregon, 
California, Montana.) Since some heirs no longer live on reservation. 

We cannot lease nor sell any of the land because only one individual 
refuses to sign any lease or sale that all have signed. Therefore, the 
land is all useless to us. 

It would be interesting and helpful if some information could be 
obtained as to just what share I have in the land of which I am co-heir: 
exactly where it is located; what the status of it is now; and what the 
money received represents, whether share of leases, or royalties, or 
whatever else it may be. I have written to the agent asking for this 
information, but all it brought forth was a carbon copy of a machine- 
recorded ledger sheet showing receipts and disbursements in the 
amounts which I received—not more than $12 in any one year. The 
land in question was supposed to be potential oil land. Also would 
like to know if the other heirs are as uninformed. I realize my share 
must be very small, and would not care to put anyone to any bother, 
but there must be lots of people like me, at least in this respect. 

I have been trying to sell my land to man it has been leased to for 
past 2 years going on 3 years. This man has been leasing this land as 
far back as I can remember. We are at agreement on price, ete. All 
papers have been filled on my part. Letters sent in regards to patent 
acquire, time, ete. receive no attention whatsoever. It would take me 
some 30 years at the rate its being leased to get the money I am 
offered in 1 day. As I said its going on 3 years. Big deal, isn’t it? 
P.S.—Pardon me while I laugh out loud. 

Under the present system used at the Fort Peck Agency, regards the 
distribution of money derived from the leases or sales of allotted or 
heirship tracts of land. We living off the reservation receive the above 
money in the form of a check which cover one or several lease payments 
with no reference or explanation of the source or the amount of the 
sales or leases. This spring, 1959, I signed a farm lease paper for a 
320-acre allotment, the amount to be $570. So far at this date of Sep- 
tember 16, 1959, I have received a check for $382.75. Also heirship 
on oil and gas leases of 10 years expiring in 1960, the annual amount 
of which has been $367 and generally disbursed in May, has not been 
received by me at this late date, September 1959. Under this system, 
I have no way of accounting for the money received and can’t get no sat- 
isfactory explanation through writing the agency. Such action is un- 
explainable and can only be against interests of the individual. 

Legal action should be taken to allow the heir (or heirs) owning 
more than half of heirship land on which there are irrigation charges, 
to pay the irrigation charges and operate the land. Example: Owner- 
operator of heirship land under the Wolf Point-Wyota irrigation project 
has been unable to pay water charges unless he (or she) has a bona 
fide lease with the other heirs (regardless of the amount of their heir- 
ship claim). It is sometimes virtually impossible to locate these heirs, 
working an extreme hardship on the individual owning over half of the 
heirship land. 

I have not lived on the reservation since 1942. So I think I should be 
paid my share of the oil money that is being held from us. I heard 
Khrushchev talking on the television today and he said something about 
countries taking rich oil land away from the rightful owners and that 
just reminded me of the way you are treating us, the American Indians, 
regarding our oil money. Please pay us what is rightfully ours. 

I don’t get no money from land. The agency don’t inform me if land 
is lease or not. 
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Land is useless because all don’t agree and can’t be used. 

When you send money connected with heirship land please give 
description of land it comes from. I never know where these lease or 
the money is from which of these two lands. 

Under the present situation, in regard to my shares, in two different 
pieces of land held in trust by the Government, less than one-third of 
the property is owned by 14 different heirs, two-thirds of the property is 
owned by 5 heirs. The owners of one-third shares of the property, 14 in 
number, are scattered all over the United States, 3 in foreign countries. 
The addresses of eight are unknown, in fact. We don’t know how many 
of the eight are alive and how many are deceased, so we five heirs do not 
see any way or have any hope of ever selling this land, under present 
regulations, which require the signatures of all heirs before the property 
ean be sold, and we have been trying to clear up the estates for the past 
22 years. 

Two years ago (and a time before when $13,000 was withheld for 
8 years) monetary proceeds from lease and other incomes from my 
share of lands were withheld by the agency having jurisdiction of those 
lands I have a share in, pending a decision to be made as to my national- 
ity. Who is to decide what I am or what is to be done has me all 
confused and worse. What decision is there to it when I know I am an 
Indian and I do not claim any allegiance to any other country but my 
own United States, but I can only state the fact that my mother told me 
I was born in this country—at that time no records of home births were 
kept and my mother did not enroll me at the agency. Since oil was 
discovered around the location of my relatives’ lands, there has been no 
end of trouble for me. So there my money is, idle I hope, for me while 
I have a son who served 3 years in the service is also idle, no job to be 
had and when he did get a job, had to go on active duty for 2 weeks at 
the end of which time came home to no job and who could use _ this 
money to go to college on. I want the agency to take care of my busi- 
ness, but please send me my money when it is paid to my account 
without holding it back on one pretense or another. 

Few years ago my stepmother who is one-third heir to my father’s 
lands. My mother’s 320 acres in which my stepmother has lesser percent- 
age desired to sell her share to me due to age and poor health and in need 
of financial assistance. Somehow, it was never approved and since that 
effort she is on State assistance. She still had desired for me to buy 
her interests in heirship land of father’s but it is impossible because of 
her State aid. To me she could have had some time of supporting 
herself financially had the interests she now has been sold. 

The Fort Peck Agency has handled the leasing of my heirship land in a 
very satisfactory manner. My problem is that the other heirs want to 
sell and I do not believe in selling land that should be kept by Indians 
so they won’t be landless. 

Several times I have written to the Indian agent, Fort Peck reserva- 
tion, Poplar, Mont., asking for descriptions of the land which I have an 
interest through heirship. I have never been given this information. 
Why? I do not know. I would like to trade it to the other heirs so 
I would have the land all in one piece, then it might be of some good. 

That the Indian agencies retain income from trust land belonging to 
minor children, even when a parent is competent and qualified as a fit 
guardian. The money does not receive any rate of interest, where, if 
it were turned over to the parent and placed in a savings account, or 
similar, it would earn interest until it is needed for support and welfare 
of the children. 

I certainly do. The moral aspects are far reaching in what I propose. 
After my mother’s death my father remarried and now he sells to me 
the Indian land he inherited from my Indian mother. I propose that 
any such land must be willed to the rightful Indian heirs—as it is, I 
must agree to allow him his half income as long as he lives and if his 
second wife outlives him I must continue to give her half of all income, 
although I bought the half interest he got from my mother. I feel no 
white man should be allowed to dispose of inherited Indian land, that 
after death of said white persons, only Indian heirs acquire it. The 
only exception would be when there are no children. I am an only 
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child. My father also kept my share of a 1953 crop from this land. He 
claimed I said he could have it. I did not. He said if I would not meet 
his terms he would start legal action against me. 

I think the Indian Bureau made a mistake when they stopped the 
negotiated Indian-to-Indian sales or trade, because 95 percent of the 
Indians that purchased land have the land in trust or fee status, and 
have secured themselves to the point where they can make their own 
living. Under the present policy the Indian Bureau has discouraged 
this type of sales because the Bureau appraisers have appraised the 
land far above its true value. The progressive Indian has been de- 
prived of his right to benefit by private treaty and thereby keep owner- 
ship in Indian hands as was primarily intended. 

I haven’t lived on the Fort Peck Indian Reservation since 1934. Now 
married and live in Illinois. Any time there is any lease to be signed, 
they send me the lease papers. With so many heirs I never get much 
but with so much signing I should think they can get someone on the 
reservation to take care of it and let me know about, it in one letter. 
Get tired of getting two witnesses to sign, for what! Never know. This 
year I received a check of $4.24. I think that was a waste of time on 
a check for that amount. Never could get much business done when 
I do get back to Montana. No one ever knows anything. Why can’t the 
Government get people in offices there that are educated enough to take 
care of problems that arise, especially for those who do not live on the 
reservation. 

Yes. I certainly have a very special problem. I have tried unsuc- 
cessfully since April 1959 to have a patent in fee approved. It was 
disapproved by David Weston, superintendent, Poplar, Mont. He seems 
to think I’m incompetent. I had a patent approved in 1954 without any 
difficulty by the superintendent Mr. Weston succeeded. I left the reser- 
vation at the age of 18 to enter the Armed Forces. After 5 years, 8 
months, and 24 days in the Army—4 in the airborne, where I was re- 
sponsible for thousands of dollars worth of equipment and men’s lives— 
I return to civilian life and find myself being judge incompetent. I 
have recommendations from regimental division, and post commanders. 
One from Gen. “Slim Jim” Gavin. I have been living off the reserva- 
tion since 1943 and have no intention of ever living on one. I have 
never requested assistance (or received any) from the Indian service. 
The money from this land sale will be used to purchase a home in New 
Jersey where I hope to grow old gracefully, if the patent is ever ap- 
proved. Thank you very much. 

My brother-in-law put in a claim on my deceased husband for $1,000. 
We don’t owe him a cent and he knows this. He has no proof of this. 
My sister put in a claim also, amounting to $500.07. All I owe her is 
$300. Please look into this for me. 

The way the situation now is we are a family of six and own around 
a thousand acres of heirship property. None of us feel we can use it or 
do anything with it without causing friction elsewhere. To lease it 
through the Indian office at Poplar is utterly impossible. By the time 
they decide to sign the lease the season is over. 


‘ 


NortHern CHEYENNE AGENCY 


Questionnaires were mailed to 598 heirs of the Northern Cheyenne 
Agency and 136 (approximately 22 percent) completed returns were 
received from adults. Thirty-five of the returns had a mimeographed 
draft of a bill stapled to the returns. This draft provided the means 
whereby heirs could sell or lease their lands with the consent of over 
half and also provided certain options to the tribe to purchase or sell 
heirship interests. Unfortunatel , most of the forms were typed for 
the heirs and generally followed the same pattern. For example, 
instead of answering question 29, which would have brought to the 
committee’s attention heirship land problems of the individual heirs, a 
typed statement referred to the mimeographed form. Again when 

ed why they would want Bureau of Indian Affairs control re- 
moved from or retained over heirship land the questionnaires con- 
tained this typed statement, “As long as its in trust.” The purpose 
of the questionnaire was to obtain in the Indian’s own words his 
opinions and experiences, so that much of the value from these par- 
ticular returns has been lost. 


GENERAL INFORMATION 


Median age of Northern Cheyenne heirs is in the 41 to 50 year of 
age category with the distribution as follows: 21 to 30, 19; 31 to 40, 
33; 41 to 50, 23; 51 and over, 58; no answer, 3. There were 69 males, 
65 females, and 2 did not answer. One hundred nine heirs have 
children with a total of 397. Eighty-five heirs of Northern Cheyenne 
are heads of households, and 129 are members of the tribe, 2 are not 
and five did not answer. Median blood quantum is full with the dis- 
tribution as follows: fullblood, 108 ; three-quarters blood, 14; one-half 
blood, 2; one-fourth or less Indian blood, 9; no answer, 3. One 
hundred eleven heirs live on the reservation, 21 live off. Eighty-eight 
heirs live on trust or restricted land, and 84 of this number live on 
the reservation. Sixty-four heirs received welfare assistance during 
1958, and of this number 60 lived on the reservation, Sixty-six heirs 
answered the question concerning income and the median was less 
than $1,000. When the median is tabulated for heads of households, 
we still find that it is less than $1,000. Heirs living on the reservation 
have a median income of less than $1,000 whereas those living off have 
a median between $1,001 and $2,000. There were not enough heirs in 
the different blood categories to compute income in that manner. 

Occupations of the heirs were reported as follows: 


Housewife 57 | Laborer. aie 
Rancher 6 | Disabled 3 
Ranch hand 2 | Unemployed 2 
Armed services 2 Tribal 1 
Federal Government. employee_____ 1} Blacksmith 1 
Farm labor 1 | Boilermaker. p 
Painter 1 | Carpenter 
Body and fender man 1 | Postmaster | 
Clerk 1 | Warehouseman 1 
Foreman 1 
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INTERESTS IN HEIRSHIP LAND 


Heirs of the Northern Cheyenne Agency own 433 interests in heir- 
ship lands, and 6 of these are public Sane allotments. Twenty-one 
heirs live on land in which they hold an heirship interest, and 20 of 
these heirs are fullbloods. Median age is over 51; 14 received welfare 
assistance during 1958; median income from heirship land is between 
$51 and $100; median income is less than $1,000; 9 ranch or farm the 
land; and 2 own other croplands in fee. 

Median income for all heirs reporting, from heirship land is be- 
tween $51 and $100 with the distribution as follows: $0 to $50, 51; 
$51 to $100, 20; $101 to $150, 17; $151 to $200, 9; $201 to $500, 11; $501 
to $1,000, 2; $1,001 to $2,000, 0; $2,001 and over, 1; no answer, 25. 
Sixty-three heirs visited some heirship interests during 1959; 26 
visited the land between 1958 and 1949; 3 did so between 1948 and 
1939; and 44 did not answer. Unfortunately, it was not practical to 
tabulate those who had never visited their heirship interests at all, 
since this information was generally within the answer to one of the 
other questions, making it extremely difficult to tabulate. Ninety- 
seven heirs lived less than 1 day’s drive (300 miles) from their heir- 
ship land; 2 lived between 301 and 600 miles away; 3 lived between 
601 and 900 miles; 7 lived over 900 miles away ; and 27 did not answer. 


ACTIONS 


Thirteen heirs ranch or farm lands in which they hold an interest, 
and 17 have done so within the past 10 years. This indicates a decrease 
in the use of heirship lands by heirs of approximately 43 percent. 
Thirty-nine heirs have attempted to dispose of heirship interests and 
eight have succeeded. Most of the dispositions were to individuals. 
Tribes have unsuccessfully attempted to purchase the heirs interests 
in 8 cases, and other Indians have been unsuccessful in 10 cases. The 
heirs themselves, have attempted to buy out heirs in 12 instances. 


OPINIONS AND PROPOSALS 


Thirty-nine heirs plan to live on their heirship interests in the 
future, and 31 plan to ranch or farm on the land. When asked if 
they wanted to sell or exchange some or all of their interests in heir- 
ship lands, 41 said some, 20 all, 63 none, and 12 did not answer. 
Therefore, there is a slight majority who do not want land sold or 
exchanged. One of the question asked of the heirs was if they 
wanted Bureau of Indian Affairs controls removed from heirshi 
land and why. Ninety-six wanted the controls retained, 16 wante 
them removed, and 24 did not answer. Some of the reasons given for 
removing or retaining this control were as follows: 


RETAIN BUREAU CONTROL 


1 25886 So many older people can’t understand English or write. Some 
younger people are not educated. 
25836 We feel we are being honestly treated and our affairs looked after. 
25658 I’m not competent. 
26182 To keep it in Indian ownership. 
26020 Because I am satisfied with the way they handle things. 
25647 Because at the present time I do not know how the business is done. 
26180 Because the way I understood, if we sell to outsiders, we’re not 
considered part of the tribe anymore. 


1 Individual’s code number. 


nyt 
a 


328 INDIAN HEIRSHIP LAND STUDY 


25619 Because United States still has an obligation to us Indians, especially 
Northern Cheyenne in Montana. 

25837 I’m not ready to assume my responsibility and I’m not competent. 

25799 To keep from paying taxes on my own allotment and heirship holdings. 


REMOVE BUREAU CONTROL 


26145 I feel this land could be developed and put to better use. 

26158 I like to act as competent and that the lease is too cheap when 
controlled by the Government. 

25898 If sold to the white man they will make better use of the land. 

25863 That way we may be able to sell the heirship lands. 

25667 Because I think the control of our lands should be in our hands. 

25897 I wish to dispose of the land. 

26147 Recent experiences in Indian land matters show that Indian Bureau 
transactions are too complicated and involve mistakes. 


Question 26b asked the heirs if they would want their interests 
sold and the money divided. Thirty-five wanted all the land sold, 10 
wanted some, 33 none, and 58 did not answer. Therefore a majority 
of Northern Cheyenne heirs want some or all of their heirship land 
sold. In an effort to determine whether this was a general expression 
of opinion, or whether certain classes of heirs felt differently we cross 
tabulated the answers to the question by specific categories as follows: 


(26b) I would like to have the tract(s) of heirship land in which I own an 
interest sold and my share of the money paid to me. 


Categories Sell Sell None No 
all some answer 
Ae to 30. 6 0 2 11 
31 to 40 12 1 ll 9 
41 to 50 8 2 3 10 
No answer. 0 0 0 3 
Total... 35 10 33 58 
Sex: 
Male 16 9 13 31 
Female 19 1 20 25 
No answer 0 0 0 2 
Total 35 10 33 58 
Have children 
Yes... 29 5 29 46 
ail 6 5 4 10 
No answer. 0 0 0 2 
Total. 35 10 33 58 
Head of household: 
Wepus:.. 23 8 16 38 
No 12 2 17 16 
No answer. 0 0 4 
Total... 35 10 33 58 
Degree of Indian blood: 
Full 25 8 25 50 
4 1 5 4+ 
Sel 0 1 1 0 
or less. 6 0 2 1 
None___.. 0 0 0 
No answer. 0 0 0 3 
Total. 35 10 33 58 
Live on reservation: 
Yes... 24 9 29 49 
No. ll 1 4 5 
No answer. 0 0 0 4 
Total. 35 10 33 58 
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Categories Sell Sell None No 
all some answer 
Live on trust or restricted land: 
Yes... 15 9 24 40 
No. 17 1 7 14 
No answer. 3 0 2 t 
Total... 35 10 33 58 
Live on heirship land 
es. 6 2 5 8 
No 29 8 238 46 
No answer. 0 0 0 
Total... 35 10 33 58 
Income from heirship land: 
$0 to $50 17 1 10 23 
$51 to $100 aa 6 3 6 5 
we 4 2 6 5 
$151 to $200. —* 1 0 4 4 
$201 to $500_ 2 2 4 
$501 to $1,000. bbs 0 0 0 1 
$1,001 to $2,000_. A 0 0 0 0 
$2,001 and over. 1 0 0 0 
No answer 4 2 3 16 
Total. 35 10 33 58 
Farm or ranch heirship land: 
es... 3 0 3 7 
No..... 30 10 30 47 
No answer. 2 0 0 4 
Total__.- 35 10 33 58 
Own fee land: 
Yes... 6 0 2 6 
No answer-_. 7 0 2 18 
Total... 35 10 33 58 


An examination of the cross tabulation reveals rather interesting 
information. The heirs in the 21- to 30-year category are overwhelm- 
ingly in favor of selling all, whereas those over 51 are in favor of re- 
taining all heirship land. ‘The majority of heads of households want 
to sell some or all while the majority of heirs who are not heads of 
households do not want to sell any heirship land. By blood quantum 
we find the fullbloods are in favor of selling some or all of the land. 
Heirs living off the reservation want all the land sold, and those living 
on want some or all sold. The heirs living on trust land are evenl 
divided between selling some or all or not selling any. Heirs wit. 
lower incomes from heirship land want to sell whereas this picture 
changes with increasing income. The majority of heirs who own fee 
lands want to sell thete heirehi interests. 

As a matter of interest we have cross tabulated question 25 concern- 
ing whether the heirs want to sell or exchange interests and question 
26 concerning whether they want Bureau supervisions retained, with 
question 26b asking if they wanted all their interests sold, as follows: 


Question 26b: I would like to have the tract(s) of heirship land in which I 
own an interest sold and my share of the money paid to me. 
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Sell all | Sellsome} None No an- 
swer 
26a. Retain Bureau control: 
Yes.. id 20 9 27 40 
No answer. 8 0 1 15 
Total_- 35 10 33 58 
25. ook or exchange undivided interests: 
es: 
Some 6 10 2 23 
19 0 l 
No answer . 2 0 0 10 
Total 35 10 33 58 


It is interesting to note that of the heirs who want to retain Bureau 
control, the majority answering want to sell some or all of the heirship 
land. Other heirs who did not answer this question still indicated a 
desire to sell the land. 

Question 26c asked if the heirs wanted all controls removed from 
their heirship lands so that the heirs themselves can handle it. 
Twenty-six wanted all controls removed, 58 did not want them re- 
moved, and 52 did not answer. Therefore, it would seem that while 
the majority of the heirs want to sell some or all of their interests, 
they want such sales handled by the Bureau rather than themselves. 

uestion 27 was an attempt to draw from the heirs suggestions to 
the Congress concerning a possible solution to the problem. The 
question was worded in such a way as to inform the Indians that pos- 
sible solutions had been offered in the past, and four of these were 
listed, then space was left for the heirs to make any recommendations 
he wanted. While the question was not intended to be one of multiple 
choice, it was found that some heirs merely checked off one of the 
pro solutions. Other heirs wrote in suggestions that coincided 
with one or the other of the suggested solutions. Twenty-four heirs 
preferred that those owning more than half the land decide on the 
use and disposition, seven heirs felt all heirship probates should be 
handled by state courts under state law, six heirs felt that a simple 
majority should rule, and four felt that each heir should have a right 
to ask the state courts for partition or sale. Thirty-five returns had 
the mimeographed draft of a bill attached to the questionnaire and 
this was referred to as an answer to the question. The text of the 
draft follows: 

My answer to question 27 is as follows: 

That upon the request or with the consent of the owners of more than 50 
per centum of the undivided interests in a tract of land that are held by the 
United States in trust for individual Indians, or that are held by individual 
Indians subject to a restriction against alienation imposed by the United States, 
the Secretary of the Interior is authorized— 

(a) to sell all such undivided Indian interests in the land or 
(b) to lease all such undivided interests in the lands for farm and 
pasture purposes, in accordance with the provisions of applicable laws; 


wane to sell all such undivided Indian interests in the timber on such 
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The Secretary is authorized to execute all appropriate title documents for sales 
or leases made pursuant to this Act, and to distribute the proceeds of such sales 
or leases in accordance with the regulations applicable to individual Indian 
moneys. 

Spe. 2. (a) With the consent of the owners of more than 50 per centum of the 
undivided trust or restricted interests in a tract of land to be sold pursuant 
to this Act, a preferential right to purchase such undivided interests at their 
appraised value may be granted to each of the owners of such individual interests : 
Provided, That if two or more of such Owners exercise such preferential right to 
purchase, in opposition to each other, the Secretary shall sell all such undivided 
interests at an auction which shall be limited to the owners of the undivided 
Indian interests. 

(b) With the consent of the owners of more than 50 per centum of the 
undivided trust or restricted interests in a tract of land to be sold pursuant to 
this Act, a preferential right to purchase such undivided interests at their 
appraised value, or a preferential right to purchase such undivided interests 
at not less than the highest bid at a competitive sale, if such undivided interests 
are not purchased by one of the owners pursuant to subsection (a) of this section, 
may be granted to the Northern Cheyenne Tribe. 

(c) Any interests in land sold pursuant to this Act that are purchased by 
the Northern Cheyenne Tribe may be resold by the Tribe, with the approval of 
the Secretary of the Interior. 

(d) The title to any undivided interest purchased by an Indian or by the 
Northern Cheyenne Tribe pursuant to this Act, or purchased by the Northern 
Cheyenne Tribe and resold to an Indian pursuant to this Act, may be taken 
in the name of the United States in trust for the purchaser. 

Sec. 3. The Secretary of the Interior may consent to a sale, lease, or grant 
of a preferential right to purchase pursuant to this Act on behalf of any Indian 
owner who cannot be located, who is a minor, or who is non compos mentis. 


Other suggestions made by the heirs include the following: 


+ 25658 Cut foreign aid and loan money to Cheyennes in Montana to buy up 
heirship lands ; we can solve the problem ourselves. 
26182 The individual should be able to do as he or she pleases with their 
land without jeopardizing the other interests. 
25943 Would like to see all restrictions removed so that myself and co-owner 
could sell the land if and when we pleased. 
25646 I think that heirship lands should be sold. 

Question 28 asked if the heirs owned land that was not in trust and 
how they acquired it. Of the 109 heirs answering the question, 14 (ap- 
proximately 13 percent) do own lands in fee. Three heirs answered 
the question concerning how they acquired their fee lands, two pur- 
chased it and one inherited it. Median age of this group is about 40, 
8 are heads of households, all are members of the tribe, median blood 
quantum is full, 10 live on the reservation, 7 live on trust or restricted 
land, 7 received welfare assistance during 1958, median income is less 
than $1,000, 2 live on heirship land, median income from heirship in- 
terests is less than $50, and none of the group ranch or farm heirship 
interests. 

Question 29 was an attempt to draw from the heirs any and all prob- 
lems concerning their haivenip lands. It was worded in very general 
terms and brought forth complaints concerning difficulties in selling 
the land, living on it, ete. The following extracts are representative of 
the problems encountered. 

* 25943 No. Except would like to be able to sell without having a lot of legal 
procedures and costs involved. 


25966 There are too many people involved on other half of 160 acres. There 
is no use trying to use the land ourselves. 


* Individual’s code number. 
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Yes; I would like to bring to your attention with this heirship land, 
that I want to sell it and build or purchase a house and all the neces- 
sary needs, but it seems that I’m not getting nowhere with it. I have 
a large family that needs a home. I am a veteran of World War II, 
and I was a prisoner of war. With all the rights and preferences that 
I should have, I’m having a rough time of it trying to get along in the 
land I helped to keep free. So that’s my problem with the heirship 
land I have. I don’t have much use of it but to sell it. 

As of now, I’m not getting enough of the lease money from my land. 

We have a share in a grandparents and aunts, but I don’t know how 
much, but I would like to see how much I have and sell it all back to the 
tribe or anyone who wants to buy, if it is possible. I came down on 
relocation and I’m doing fine, so I would be very much obliged if this 
land could be sold. 

I have a lot of interests which are small shares in which my own 
allotment (160 acres, and my father’s interest. I’m heir, too.) IL 
am his daughter in heir one-third under interest—163.38 acres. I want. 
to keep it, live on it, if the other heirs agree with me, and the rest I 
don’t get anything at all, just very small lease money on them. I must 
not have very much. Other heirship I have is 12 interests; if so, I 
could sell out, turn around, buy another place where I could use it 
the way I want to without having to ask all other heirs. They always 
turn me down, it’s hard to try to build home or rent the way I want to; 
we don’t get along; 

I have one-fifth interest in heirship land and would like to add to my 
allotment after it has been cleared of its debt to the State, and wish to 
recover two tracts of heirship lands that had been willed, probated, 
and sold without proper amount, and it would be best to restore the 
heirship lands to proper relatives such as sisters or brothers, regardless 
of marriage, by Indian custom and all mineral rights reserved with 
a view for the future to provide for children who would otherwise be left 
landless. Want to keep all land. 

Only that I believe my mother’s land should be sold. Bver 
since her death the youngest boy has lived on the place, paying no, 
or not attempting to purchase the land, and in the meantime the heir- 
ship status is becoming more complicated, with several possibilities 
of non-Indians entering into the picture in the future. There was no 
will, and our deceased father, who is white has a one-third undivided 
interest in the allotment which puts that interest in a nonrestricted 
status. 

Also, my grandmother’s land should be disposed of as there are 
_ 2 original heirs, living, with a total of 49 heirs, 4 of whom are 
white. 

In question 26, I had checked and prefer all trust restrictions and 
Indian Bureau controls be removed so, as other heirs and I can handle 
the land ourselves, then what redtape we have to go through life if 
We want to lease out our lands, or sell and I know it takes years before 
any thing can be done, and chances are we meet death before we ever 
get what we want done, such as we want to sell our land, lease it or 
if we want to cut timber for our own use. I thank you very much, and 
forever a successful work to you. 

My grandmother’s “will” was either lost or destroyed by the Indian 
Agency Office at which she had the will prepared and placed in so-called 
vafe keeping. After her death the will could not be produced and 
therefore her land, etc., could not be distributed among the heirs 
that she had designated. Witnesses to the will could not be located 
because of a “memory lapse’ of the former agency employee who had 
prepared the will. 

My grandfather subsequently passed away and his handwritten “will” 
could not be recognized under the present Indian Bureau statutes. 

These events have taken place within the past 18 months. I firmly be- 
lieve that heirship land problems could be handled more efficiently with- 
out the Indian Bureau restrictions. 
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26158 Most of my land is grazing land and is too cheap which is 11 cents an 


acre. As the permittees or leasees are white I think we are making 
or lending our land téo cheap. I think that we should have better 
system of leasing so that we can have more income from our lands. 
That is why I favor a State law that it might protect us from these 
white permittees and our own stock association that have monopolize 
this reservation. We Indians don’t have our own stock and these 
permittees are keeping their prices down and they have been here year 
in and year out. 

Our allotment papers stated we suppose to get capital every 6 month. 
We just received five or six times since 1926 allotment. Our tribe should 
sell; the sale for road purpose we are not getting nothing for our 
reserves of coal and timber, and the tribal lands which been bought 
by tribe are we getting the lease on them; us, none. Residents don’t 
get no benefit of the loans they get at Lame Deer, Mont. A person that 
like to farm the heirship land should be allowed if known capable and 
if few heirs can be partitioned. 
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Winp River Agency 


Questionnaires were mailed to 769 heirs of the Wind River Agency 
and 77 (approximately 10 percent) completed returns were received 


from adults. 


GENERAL INFORMATION 


Median age of Wind River heirs is between 41 and 50 years of 
age with the distribution as follows: 21 to 30, 14; 31 to 40, 11; 41 
to 50, 15; 51 and over, 35; no answer, 2. There were 43 males, 33 
females and 1 did not answer. Sixty heirs reported having chil- 
dren with a total of 209. Fifty-one i are heads of households 
and all are members of the tribe. Median blood quantum is 
full with 51 fullbloods, 6 three-quarter bloods, 14 halfbloods, 5 one- 
quarter or less, and 1 did not answer. Sixty-two heirs live on the 
reservation and 43 live on trust or restricted land. All of the 42 live 
on the reservation. Nineteen heirs received welfare assistance dur- 
ing 1958 and 18 of this group live on the reservation. The question 
concerning income was answered by 31 heirs and the median is less 
than $1,000. If we compute the income separately for heads of 
households the median is still less than $1,000, The statistics indi- 
cate that while those Indians living on the reservation have a median 
income of less than $1,000, the off reservation heirs have a median 
of just about $2,000. There were not enough heirs in the various 


categories to calculate median income by bl uantum. 
Occupations of the heirs were reported as follows: 

Housewife 19 | Farmer 13 
Laborer 11 | Retired 11 
Unemployed 6| Rancher 2 
Federal Government employee..._ 2| Armed services 2 
Appliance repairmen 1| Salesman 1 
Livestock 1} Farmer labor 1 
Clerk 1| Ranch hand 1 
Disabled 1| Cook 1 


INTERESTS IN HEIRSHIP LAND 


Heirs of Wind River own 262 interests in heirship land and 48 
of this number are in public domain allotments. Twenty heirs live 
on heirship land in which they own an undivided interest. Eighteen 
of these heirs are fullbloods, median age is just about 50, two received 
welfare assistance during 1958, median income from heirship land is 
than $50, with the distribution as follows: $0 to $50, 27; $51 to $100, 
in fee status. 

Median income from heirship land for all heirs reporting is less 
than $50, with the distribution as follows: $0 to $50, 27; $51 to $100, 
4; $101 to $150, 1; $151 to $200, 1; $201 to $500, 6; $501 to $1,000, 4: 
$1,001 to $2,000, 2; and 32 did not answer. Eighteen heirs have 
visited one of their heirship interests during 1959, 16 between 1958 
and 1949, 1 between 1948 and 1938, 1 sometime prior to 1939, and 41 
did not answer. Fifty-two of the heirs lived within 300 miles of their 
heirship land, 2 lived between 301-600, 4 lived over 900 miles from 
the land and 19 did not answer. Unfortunately it was not practical 
to tabulate those who had never visited their heirship interests at all, 
since this information was generally within the answer to one of the 
other questions, making it extremely difficult to tabulate. 
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ACTIONS 


Seven heirs ranch or farm lands in which they hold an undivided 
interest, and 10 have done so within the past 10 years. This indicates 
a decrease in the use of heirship lands by heirs of approximately 58 

recent. Twenty-five heirs have attempted to dispose of their heirship 
interests and 10 have succeeded. The majority of the land disposed of 
went to individuals. The tribe has been unsuccessful four times in at- 
tempting to purchase heirs interests, other Indians have been unsuc- 
cessful in eight cases. The heirs themselves have attempted to buy out 
other heirs in eight cases. 


OPINIONS AND PROPOSALS 


Twenty-five heirs oe to live on their heirship lands in the future 
and 22 intend to ranch or farm the land. When asked if they wanted 
to sell or exchange some or all of their interests in heirship lands, 21 
wanted to sell or exchange some, 20 all, 29 none, and 7 did not answer. 
This indicates the majority of all those heirs voting do want to sell 
some or all of their land. One of the questions Se | of the heirs was 
if they wanted Bureau of Indian Affairs control removed from heir- 
ship land and why. Fifty-seven wanted the control continued, 8 
wanted it removed and 12 did not answer. Some of the reasons given 
for retaining or removing such controls are as follows: 


RETAIN BUREAU CONTROL 


* 26544 Because I don’t believe that I could keep my land if I had to pay 

taxes. 

26844 Because of the trust status and which is rightfully nontaxable as 
land set aside for our use under the tribal treaty with the Government. 
Any white man would fight and feel the same as I, especially if the 
land were nontaxable. 

26589 It is your duty to protect our lands and the Indians to sell or ex- 
change to an Indian. 

26553 Because we are not capable to handle our own affairs. 

28181 They do a good job. 

26607 Because we are so poor and dumb that a lot of us could never make it. 

26851 Live too far away to take care of it myself. 


REMOVE BUREAU CONTROL 


26720 Because, under the Bureau, you cannot sell or trade lands at your own 
price. 

26756 Under the Indian Bureau control of the land there will be always the 
same old deal. 

26265 Because it would be more helpful to myself and others. 

26843 I want to sell some individual shares. 


_ Part (b) of question 26 asked the heirs if they would want their 
interests sold and the money divided. Twenty-five wanted all the 
land sold, 9 wanted some land sold, 19 did not want any sold, and 
24 did not answer. Therefore the majority of the heirs answering 
the question want some or all of their heirship interests sold... We 
have cross tabulated the answers to this question by various cate- 
gories, i.e., blood quantum income, residence, etc. to de- 
termine if there is any significant differences of opinion. 


(26b) I would like to have the tract(s) of heirship land in which I own an 
interest sold and my share of the money paid to me. 


2 Individual's code number. 
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Categories Sell all |Sellsome| None No 
answer 
~~ to 30.....- 4 0 3 7 
chi 7 3 3 2 
No answer. _......-- 0 0 0 2 
Total... 25 9 19 24 
Male. 15 2 10 16 
Female ts i 10 7 9 7 
No answer. 0 0 ) 1 
Total... 25 9 19 24 
Have children 
Lied 5 1 2 7 
No answer. 0 0 1 1 
Total... 25 9 19 24 
Head of household: 
Degree of Indian blood: 
Full 17 5 14 15 
No answer. 0 0 0 1 
Total... 25 19 24 
Live on reservation 
21 18 14 
4 0 1 8 
No answer. 0 0 0 2 
Total__- 25 9 19 24 
Live on trust or restricted land: 
No.... y 0 5 13 
No answer. 1 1 1 5 
Total... 25 9 19 24 
Live on heirship land: 
Yes. 5 4 6 5 
No 18 5 13 16 
No answer 2 0 0 3 
Total. 25 9 19 24 
Income from heirship land: 
to $50. 10 5 6 6 
0 2 2 0 
$101 to $150. eeve 0 0 1 0 
$151 to $200 1 0 0 0 
$201 to $500 2 2 1 1 
$501 to $1,000 0 0 2 2 
$1,001 to $2,000... 1 0 1 0 
$2,001 and over. 0 0 0 0 
No answer. ll 0 6 15 
Total. 25 9 19 24 
Farm or ranch heirsbip land 
Wee 2 2 3 0 
No...-- 23 7 16 21 
No answer. 0 0 0 3 
Total.. 25 y 19 
Own fee land: 
es. 4 0 3 2 
0 19 8 15 15 
No answer. 2 1 1 7 
Total... 25 19 
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An examination of the cross tabulation indicates those heirs in the 
21- to 30-year age bracket want to sell all the heirship lands, and those 
in the 41 to 50 age group also want to sell all heirship lands. The 
other age brackets are in favor of <n aoe or all but those wanting 
to sell all do not constitute a majority. By sex we find the males prefer 
to sell all while the females are in favor of all or some. Heirs who 
do not have children are in favor of selling all the land, and those 
with one-quarter or less Indian blood favor selling all. The heirs 
living off the reservation are in favor of selling all and the heirs not 
living on trust land are in favor of selling all. 

As a matter of interest we have cross tabulated question 25 concern- 
ing whether the heirs want to sell or exchange interests and question 
26 concerning whether they want Bureau supervision retained with 
question 26b asking if they wanted all their interests sold, as follows: 


Question 26b: I would like to have the tract(s) of heirship land in which I 
own an interest sold and my share of the money paid to me. 


Seli all | Sellsome| None | No answer 
26a. Retain Bureau control: 
17 5 17 18 
Motels 25 9 19 24 
25. Sell or exchange undivided interests: ; 
None.. 3 0 14 12 
No answer 1 0 0 6 
25 9 19 24 


It is interesting to note that of those heirs wanting Bureau of In- 
dian Affairs control retained, 22 wanted some or all of their heirship 
land sold. Five heirs that did not answer the question concerning 
continued Bureau control do want their interests sold. Of those heirs 
wanting to sell or exchange some of their interests, seven answered 

uestion 26b by indicating they wanted to sell them all. There were 
ree heirs who stated they did not want to sell or exchange any of 
their interests but answered question 26b by stating they wanted all 
their interests sold. Evidently some of the Indians want the land 
sold, but they do not want to handle the sale themselves. 

Question 26c asked if the heirs wanted all controls removed 
from their heirship lands so that the heirs themselves can han- 
dle it. Twenty-two heirs wanted all controls removed, 39 did not, and 
16 did not answer. 

Question 27 was an attempt to get the heirs to make suggestions to 
the Congress ae a possible solution to the problem. The ques- 
tion was worded in such a way as to inform the Indians that possible 
solutions had been offered in the past, and four of these were listed, 
then 7 was left for the heirs to make any recommendations they 
wanted. While the = was not intended to be one of multiple 
choice, it was found that some heirs merely checked off one of the pro- 
posed solutions. Other heirs wrote in suggestions that coincided with 
one or the other of the suggested solutions. Fifteen heirs preferred 
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that a majority be allowed to determine the use and/or disposal of the 
land, nine felt those owning more than half should have this authority, 
and two felt any heir should have the “— to appeal to the State 


court for partition or sale. Some of the other suggestions made were 

as follows: 

* 26816 Sell the land and divide the money; at present no heir is benefited 
from leasing. 


26901 I believe only way to solve this heirship problem is for the tribe to 
set up enough money to buy the heirship land from the heirs and for 
each individual to exchange land between themselves. 

26787 The Government should buy all heirship lands, then give it back to 
children that have none. 

26494 I think all heirs owning a very small interest should sell their inter- 
est for the good of everyone concerned. 


Question 28 asked if the heirs owned land that was not held in trust. 
Of the 66 heirs answering the question, 9 (approximately 14 percent) 
own lands in fee. Five heirs said they purchased the land, one re- 
ceived it as a gift, and the others did not answer the question. Median 
age of this group is between 31 and 40 years of age, seven are heads of 
households, all nine are members of the tribe, median blood quantum 
is full, five live on the reservation, four live off, three live on trust 
land, none received welfare assistance during 1958, median income is 
less than $1,000, three live on heirship land, median income from heir- 
ship interests was between $51 and $100, and two ranch or farm the 
heirship interests. 

Question 29 was an attempt to draw from the heirs any and all prob- 
lems concerning their heirship lands. It was worded in very general 
terms and brought forth various problems. The following extracts 
are representative of the problems: 


+ 26787 There are so many people on heirship lands and they are getting more 
and more and too there are people on heirship lands that have no busi- 
ness, there is a fullblood Mexican woman on my mother’s. She is not 
enrolled. I own three allotments one over here below Robert Mission 
my mother’s and grandmother’s place on Big Wind River. 

There are a lot of people claiming interest on these lands. My 
sister has been running her sheep and cattle on my mother’s 
and grandmother’s lands for 29 years she has never paid lease money 
to any of us she has had the use of the land by herself. The office down 
here won't do a thing about it. 

26591 Yes, how did I acquire the above land? of which nets me an income 
of $1.40 or $1.80 per year. I think the whole problem of heirship 
should be solved once and for all. Who on earth could make a living 
on 3,510/11,975,040 percent of 80 acres of Indian land? I would like to 
sell my cup of Indian soil. 

26704 Recently the heirs agreed on selling a certain allotment. 

The highest bidder sending in check for the land which runs ad- 
jacent to his own was rejected. Why? 

26553 Yes, we own a land and have at last count 79 heirs and more has 
been added so if this land question can be settled in some fair matter 
so much better. Also, I was going to sell one allotment and the agency 
told us we couldn’t sell because the land was under lease “funny.” 
I was selling to another tribesman. Also, my water charge on one tract 
wen and my lease money was $4.60. That’s my share I paid and 
received. 


1 Individual’s code number. 
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Sir, I’m an Indian, a fullblood Indian, and I have to pay for water 
and I don’t like it one damn bit. I can see a white man to pay for water, 
but an Indian just can’t see paying for his own water on his own land 
this is our land the water was here before the white man came. It is 
our water. God gave it to us but the white man took it away from us. 
And they make us pay for our water, please help us some way so that we 
don’t have to pay for water we helped fight your wars, so I’m asking, 
please help us too, this is our land this is our water. 

My main problem is that I cannot sell my land to a white man. Be- 
cause a white man will pay your price I have been offered $50 to $100 
per acre for my farmland. Under the Bureau they probably underesti- 
mated the value of the land. I wish they change this policy, so we can 
sell our land or lease to any person we desire without their consent or 
approval. Another thing they could let us sell a lot, an acre, 5—-10—20—40 
acres to any person we so desire. At the present that’s my problem. 
I could have a good home and running water, if they could let me sell 
land to a white man. Thanking you for the service rendered. 

Who has the rights to sign for minor heirs to have land sold? I like 
to sell all my heirship lands either by partition rights or by agreement 
by other heirs. (All but the minors involved) : 

Fee patent does not solve any land problems, because no matter what 
the conditions are; you are at present it will be a barrier to heir who 
want to sell his share. 

There’s no way of exchange of heirship land for another land belonging 
to another party who wants to do the same. This is a stumbling 
block. Noone heir wants to farm his part without interference with the 
rest of the heirs. : 

I want our heirship lands to be sold to our younger people who have 
not lands and that can farm. 

I have a land problems here now. 

In 1905 land was marked for us at Bull Lake Canyon for it was 
360 acres, 180 acres apiece. I want to know what become of this land. 
My father used to for cattle range and he said he had the papers about 
this land. The land marked as Also they are some people are 
on the heirs that’s not related to person who owns the lands. We have 
one land that was written up like this in this office. We had a trouble 
about this several years ago. 

There are lot of mistakes among our heirship lands. Like some of 
the persons are not near related to the person who owns that land are 
on heirs. Now like they are just putting in their children and it makes 
the land not worth handling. We have lot of our younger people who 
have not lands. Maybe some of these people will buy the lands to 
farm or run their cattle on it. 

On a tract of heirship land, the heirs and myself have divided the 
land equally between us each heir has given or sold his share to the 
other. The agency office holds this up. Always for some reason. We 
started exchanging this land over 15 years ago. Its always been held 
for some reason. 

Yes. I cannot fill in the answers because I have no kind of land any 
place. And never did have any heirship of any kind. But I’m enrolled 
in the Arapaho Tribe. If you wish for any other information, I'll be 
glad to cooperate. 

I would like to have the land sold as quickly as possible and the 
money paid to me. 

I knew nothing of the tract of heirship, I heard about it since I was 
a little boy. I was home 1st of June 1959, my brother asked me if I 
received any money from the leasee, I said “‘No,” it was news to me, 
so we went over to see the man. He payed me $52 so I asked the 
Indian Bureau if could pay me instead of sending it to Indian office. 
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GALLUP AREA OFFICE 


Questionnaires were mailed to 2,986 heirs of the Gallup area and 
om leted returns were received from 596 (approximately 20 percent) 
ults, 
GENERAL INFORMATION 


Median age of Gallup area heirs is in the 41 to 50 year category with 
the following distribution : 21 to 30, 105; 31 to 40, 130; 41 to 50, 122; 
51 and over, 224; no answer 15. Of those answering the question, 207 
were males and 278 females. Five hundred and three heirs re 
having children with a total of 2,580, and 413 are heads of households. 

Median Indian blood quantum for the Gallup area is in the fullblood 
category, and this holds true for each of the agencies. Blood quantum 
distribution is as follows: fullblood, 576; three-quarter blood, 4; half- 
blood, 4; one-quarter or less, 3; none, 3; no answer, 6. The majority 
of the heirs in the Gallup area live off the reservation (281 live on, 303 
live off, 12 did not answer). However, when questioned concernin 
residence on trust or restricted land, 359 heirs (the majority) sta 
they do live un trust or restricted land, 200 do not, and 37 did not 
answer. 

Welfare assistance was received by 103 of the heirs during 1958 and 
51 of this group live on the reservation. The question concerning 1958 
income was answered by only 353 heirs and the median for the area 
was less than $1,000. All agencies were in this same category with the 
exception of the Consolidated Ute which was in the $3,001 to $4,000 
category. When income was tabulated by residence on or off reser- 
vations we find that the Navajo, United Pueblo, and Zuni Agencies 
are still in the 0 to $1,000 categories for both classes of heirs. For the 
Jicarilla we had only one return and for Consolidated Ute all heirs live 
on the reservation. Computing income for the Gallup area by Indian 
blood quantum, we find that full and three-quarter blood median is less 
than $1,000, halfblood is about $2,000, and one-quarter or Jess Indian 
blood median income is between $2,001 and $3,000. Median income for 
heirs who are heads of households is less than $1,000 with the excep- 
tion of Consolidated Ute which is in the $3,001 to $4,000 category. 


INTERESTS IN HEIRSHIP LAND 


Heirs in the Gallup area hold undivided interests in 2.6 tracts of 
heirship land, and in the majority of cases the tracts are located on 
more than one reservation. Of those heirs reporting interests in public 
domain allotments, they average 2.3 interests each. 

Two hundred heirs in the Gallup area reported living on heirship 
land in which they held an undivided interest, and 93 heirs ranch or 
farm such interests. Of the 200 living on their heirship land, 194 are 
fullbloods, 45 received some form of welfare assistance during 1958, 
median age is over 51, and 27 own other lands in fee status. 

The question concerning income from heirship land in 1958 was an- 
swered by only 317 of the 596 heirs contacted. Median income for all 
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heirs in the Gallup area is between $201 and $500. By agency we find 
the Consolidated Ute in the.$151 to $200 category, United Pueblo at 
just about $50, and Zuni at less than $50. ‘ 

Most of the heirs at Gallup (257) had visited their heirship lands 
during 1959, 111 between 1958 and 1949, 11 between 1948 and 1939, and 
13 at some time prior to 1939. Three hundred and ninety heirs live 
within a day’s drive (300 miles) of their heirship land, four live 
within 301 to 600 miles, one lives between 601 and 900 miles and four 
live more than 900 miles away. 


OPINIONS AND PROPOSALS 


In the returns from the Gallup area 18 heirs reported attempts to 
sell their heirship lands, and 5 (approximately 27 percent) had been 
successful. Three hundred and sixty-four heirs plan to live on their 
heirship land in the future and 348 plan to ranch or farm it. When 
asked if they wanted to sell or exchange their heirship lands, 27 said 
some, 48 all, 500 none, and 21 did not answer. Four hundred and 
thirty heirs want Bureau of Indian Affairs control over heirship land 
retained, 76 want it removed, and 90 did not answer. Heirs were also 
asked if they wanted their heirship lands sold and the proceeds divided. 
The majority answerin (257) did not want any heirship land solds, 58 
wanted all the lands sold, and 32 wanted some sold. In area office re- 
ports we usually cross-tabulate the answers to this question to deter- 
mine if there is any significant differences of opinion among various 
groups of heirs. However, since in the Gallup area the majority of 

eirs are Navajo, it was felt the Navajo Agency cross-tabulation it- 
self would serve the purpose. 

In the questionnaire an attempt was made (question 27) to draw 

from the heirs any suggestions concerning possible solutions to this 
problem of heirship lands. The question was worded in such a way 
as to inform the Indians that possible solutions had been offered in the 
past and four of these were listed, then space was left for the heirs 
to make any suggestions they wanted. hile the question was not 
intended to be one of multiple choice, it was found that many of the 
heirs had checked off one of the possible solutions listed. ith so 
many reg weiog. | in this manner we have tabulated the answer as fol- 
lows: 61 heirs felt that a majority of the heirs should decide on the 
leasing, disposal, etc., of heirship tracts, 41 felt that heirs owning more 
than half the tract should decide, 14 felt that all probates should be 
handled by State courts under State law, and 4 wanted each heir given 
the right to appeal to State courts for partition or sale of the tract. 
There were many other suggestions written in and the text of these are 
included in the agency reports. 
_ Five hundred and twenty-two heirs answered the question concern- 
ing ownership of fee lands and 72 (approximately 13 percent) re- 
ported owning such. Some problems were encountered in the answers 
to this question and in many instances it was obvious the heirs were 
referring to heirship land rather than land in fee status. Since this 
situation was so widespread there was no attempt made to analyze 
method of acquisition of fee lands. 

Question 29 was an attempt to draw from the heirs any and all 
problems concerning their heirship lands. It was ero in very 
general terms and ronght forth many comments by the heirs. In 
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each agency report there appear extracts from the returns themselves, 
Some of the most often voiced complaints from the Gallup heirs in- 
cluded (1) heirship land bei eed without payment to heirs; (2) 
family friction caused by differences of opinion concerning the use 
and/or disposition of heirship land; (3) difficulty in locating the tract 
due to the absence of boundary markers; and (4) heirship lands are 
leased for less than they should be. 

The following tables are illustrative of the statistical data obtained 
from these questionnaires. 


GatLup AREA 


TABLE I,—Age groups of heirs 


Agency 21-30 31-40 41-50 51 and over | No answer | Total heirs 
Consolidated Ute_........--.- 2 12 2 2 1 9 
vi 0 0 0 11 0 1 

- 101 123 210 14 559 
United Pueblo.._....-.-...-.- 2 2 1] 5 0 10 
0 3 18 6 0 17 
105 130 1122 224 15 596 
1 Median. i 
TaBLE II.—Heirs who have children and the total number 
Number Total 
Agency of heirs number of 
who have children 
children 
Consolidated Ute 7 31 
Jicarilla 1 8 
Navajo 473 2, 437 
United Pueblo 7 28 
Total 503 2, 580 
IIIl.—Heads of households 
Agency Heads of | Not headsof| Noanswer | Total heirs 
households | households 
6 8 3 17 
TasBLe IV.— Degree of Indian blood 
Agence Full- 4% or None No Total 
blood less answer heirs 
Consolidated Ute.........-.-.. 17 1 1 0 0 0 9 
1) 0 0 0 0 0 1 
1 §42 2 3 3 3 6 559 
United Pueblo.....-.-...-.---- 19 1 0 0 0 0 10 
117 0 0 0 0 0 17 
1 576 4 3 3 6 596 


1 Median. 


' a | 
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TaBLe V.— Residence of heirs 


343 


Agency Living on Living off No answer | Total heirs 
reservation | reservation 
249 1 298 12 559 
16 4 0 10 
116 1 17 
Total--... 281 1303 12 596 
1 Majority of heirs answering. 
TaBLeE VI.—Heirs living on trust or restricted land 
Live on Do not live 
Agency trust or on trust or No Total 
restricted restricted answer heirs 
land lan i 
111 1 5 17 
1359 200 37 596 
1 Majority. 


VII.—Heirs who received welfare assistance during 1958 


Received 
Agency welfare Live on . Live off No answer 
assistance, reservation | reservation 
1958 

Ute 2 12 0 0 
1 1) 0 0 

1 Majority. 

TaBLE VIII.—1958 income reported by heirs 
Agency 0 to $1,001 to | $2,001 to | $3,001 to | $4,001 No Total 
$1,000 $2,000 $3, $4,000 | and over! answer heirs 

Consolidated Ute_............- 1 0 1 11 2 4 9 
1] 0 0 0 0 0 1 
1 222 39 22 29 19 228 559 
United Pueblo. ................ 13 0 0 0 0 7 10 
1 238 41 23 30 21 243 596 

1 Median. 
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TasLe I1X.—Median income of heirs by residence on or off the reservation 


Agency 0 to $1,001 to 001 to 001 to 001 and 
Living x 
on. 
Living off 
ving x 
Living off 3 
x 
Living off x 
on 
Living off... x 
Living on. x 
Living off... x 
1 None of the heirs answering lived off the reservation. 
2 Only 1 Jicarilla heir returned a completed questionnaire. 
TaBLE X.—Income by degree of Indian blood! 
Blood quantum 0 to $1,001 to $2,001 to $3,001 to | $4,001 and Total 
$1,000 $2,000 $3,000 $4,000 over 
Fullblood 3229 40 21 29 19 338 
23 0 0 0 1 Z 
2 0 0 1 1 4 
M4 or less 0 0 22 0 0 2 
Total 2234 40 23 30 21 348 


1 The statistics include only those heirs reporting their income and answering the question concerning 


degree of Indian blood. 


TaBLe XI,—1958 income for heads of households 


Agen 0 to $1,001 to | $2,001 to | $3,001 to | $4,001 No Total 
$1,000 $2,000 000 $4,000 | and over] answer 
Consolidated Ute. ........-...- 1 0 0 11 1 0 3 
1] 0 0 0 0 0 1 
1157 30 16 20 17 156 396 
11 0 0 0 0 6 7 
i 13 1 0 0 0 2 6 
Total_ 1163 31 16 21 18 164 413 
1 Median. 
TaBLe XII.—Jnterests in heirship land 
Agency Total Number Interests | Reservations} Interests in 
heirs answering by tracts located {public domain 
7 24 
Consolidated Ute................ 9 7 
1 10 
Ticarilla. 1 1 1 
0 0 
Navajo. 559 253 
a 
190 440 
5 20 
United Pueblo. ...............--. 10 : 5 
17 62 
Zuni 17 15 15 
1 4 


| 
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TaBLeE XIII.—Number of tracts in which the heirs hold an interest} 


Average 
Agency Heirs Number of | number of 
answering tracts 

per heir 
Consolidated Ute = , 7 24 3.0 
400 1,007 2.5 
United Pueblo._.......- 5 20 4.0 
Zuni 17 62 3.6 
Total 430 1, 123 2.6 


1 Many of the heirs did not know how many tracts they had an interest in and either placed a question 


mark for an answer or stated they did not know. 


Taste XIV.—Number of reservations upon which heirs have 
interests in heirship tracts 


Agency Heirs an- Number of Average 
swering reservations 
1 1 1.0 
United Pueblo......-- 5 5 1.0 
Zuni. 15 15 1.0 
Total 216 281 1.3 
TaBLE XV.—Intierests in public domain allotments held by heirs 
Interests in Median 
Agency Total heirs Heirs an- = number of 
swering omain interes 
allotments 
Consolidated Ute- -._- 9 0 0 0 
inn 1 0 0 0 
United Pueblo 10 2 3 1.5 
Total. 596 193 447 2.3 
TaBLE XVI.—dHeirs residing on heirship land 
Received 
Live on | Ranch or Full- welfare Age category | Own fee 
Agency heirship farm it blood assistance land 
land (1958) 
Consolidated Ute.......-- 2 1 1 0 | 51 and over !_. 1 
0 0 0 O- 0 
195 92 190 44 | 41 to 50. 26 
United Pueblo...........- 3 0 3 1 | 51 and over.... 0 
0 0 0 0 
200 93 194 27 


1 Median age category actually falls between 41 to 50 and 51 and over. 
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TaBLeE XVII.—Income from heirship land 


Oto $51 to | $101 $151 $201 $501 $1,001 | $2,001 | Noan-| Total 
Agency $50 to to to to to to and swer | heirs 
$100 $150 $200 $500 | $1,000 | $2,000 | over 


Consolidated Ute__ 0 1 0 ij 1 1 0 0 9 
Ps RR, 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 
). R88 66 35 ll 27 167 52 34 15 2 559 
United Pueblo-_-_-__- Le | 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 8 10 
13 1 0 0 0 0 0 13 17 
Total. ....... 70 38 ll 28 168 53 34 15 596 
1 Median. 
TasBLe XVIII.—Last visit to heirship land 
During Between | Between Prior to Total 
Agency 1959 ! 1958 and 1948 and 1939 No answer heirs 
1949 1939 
24 0 0 0 5 9 
0 21 0 1 
2247 100 11 11 190 559 
United Pueblo._...........--- 24 1 0 5 10 
Seas i Ere 2 29 0 2 4 17 
2 257 lll ll 13 204 596 
1 Ist 6 months of 1959, 
3 Median. 
Taste XIX.— Distance heirs live from their heirship interests 
Agency .| 0to300 | 301 to600 | 601 to 900 | 901 miles | No answer Total 
miles miles tiles and over heirs 
16 0 0 0 3 a) 
1] 0 0 0 0 1 
1 362 4 1 3 189 559 
16 0 0 0 5 10 
116 0 0 1 0 17 
1390 7 1 4 197 596 
TaBLE XX.—Heirs’ attempts to sell heirship land 
Heirs who 
have at- Those who | Percentage 
Agency tempted to were of success 
sell heirship | successful 
iand 
Navajo 12 23 25 
Zuni 3 0 0 
Total. 18 5 27.7 


1 The Census Bureau tabulation listed 17 heirs that had attempted to sell their interests and 20 who were 
successful. Since it was obvious that something was wrong with the statistics all 559 Navajo question- 
naires were checked again. 12 heirs answered question 19 by stating they had attempted to sell their in- 
terests, 3 were successful, 8 were not, and 1 did not answer. 

21 heir did not say whether he was successful 
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TaBLE XXI.—Heirs’ opinions concerning the sale of heirship land 


Agencies Sell all Sell some None No answer | Total heirs 
Consolidated Ute.-.............- 2 1 14 2 9 
Jicarilla - --.- i} 0 0 0 1 

0 0 14 6 10 
0 0 15 12 17 
58 32 1 257 249 596 
1 Majority of heirs answering, 
TaBLE XXII.—Heirs owning land in fee status 
Number Number 
Agency of heirs owning Approximate 
answering fee land percentage 
question 


Taste XXIII.—Heirs owning land in fee and method of acquisition 


Heirs own- Fee No 
Agency = ~ patent Purchase Inherit Gift answer 
ee 
Consolidated Ute..........--- 2 0 2 0 0 0 
1 0 0 0 1 0 
United Pushio.......si.-ssscon 1 0 0 1 0 0 
2 0 0 0 0 2 
re 71 0 2 1 1 67 


1 It was quite obvious in some Navajo returns that the individual was referring tohe irship land rather than 
owned land in fee. In several other returns there was reason to believe that the question had been mis- 
understood also. For this reason no attempt was made to separate the statistics by method of acquisition. 
It would seem reasonable to assume that instead of 65 fee land owners there are probably about 45. 
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ConsoLmpATeD Urs AGENcYy 


Questionnaires were mailed to 150 heirs of the Consolidated Ute 
ncy and 9 (approximately 6 percent) completed returns were re- 
ceived from adults. 
GENERAL INFORMATION 


Median age of the heirs is in the 41- to 50-year category with the 
distribution as follows: 21 to 30, 2; 31 to 40, 2; 41 to 50, 2; 51 and 
over, 2, no answer, 1. There were four males and five females. 
Seven of the heirs have children with a total of 31. If we consider 
that each heir has a spouse or other close relative, there is a potential 
40 people who will share in the estates of the present heirs. Three 
heirs are the heads of households, and all are members of the tribe. 
Median blood quantum is full with the following distribution: full- 
bloods, seven; three-quarter bloods, one; halfblood, one. All nine 
heirs live on the reservation and four live on trust or restricted 
land. Two received welfare assistance during 1958. Income for 
1958 was reported by five with the median being in the $3,001 to 
$4,000 category. One heir had income of less than $1,000, one be- 
Boy $2,001 and $3,000, one between $3,001 and $4,000 and two over 

Only six heirs answered the — concerning occupation, there 
were four farmers, one nurse and one housewife. 


INTERESTS IN HEIRSHIP LAND 


The 9 heirs owned 24 interests in heirship land and none were re- 
rted as being public domain allotments. Two of the heirs live on 
eirship land in which they hold an undivided interest. Median in- 
come from heirship interests was reported as about $200 (only four 
answered). 
ACTIONS 


Two of the heirs ranch or farm on their heirship interests. Two 
heirs have attempted to dispose of heirship interests; one succeeded. 
The land was disposed of to individuals and the tribe. The tribe has 
not attempted to purchase the interests of these heirs, nor have other 
Indians. o of the heirs have attempted to purchase the interests 
of other heirs. 


OPINIONS AND PROPOSALS 


Five heirs plan to live on their heirship interests and five plan to 
ranch or farm it. When asked if they wanted to sell or exchange some 
or all of their interests in heirship lands, two said some, two said 
all, four none, and one did not answer. One of the questions asked 
of the heirs was if they wanted Bureau control over heirship land 
continued. All nine wanted this control continued and five gave the 
following reasons: 
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1 26975 In my case it is satisfactory to me. 

27104 Because it would be best for the present time, until it is badly 
needed. 

26982 Pending an agreement for the division of the land, I would rather 
have land under Government control. 

27105 Because it is easy to keep control over lands in this manner. 

27044 Because the majority of Indians are not able to handle land problems 
yet. 

Question 26b asked the heirs if they would want their interests 
sold and the money’ divided. Two wanted all the land sold, one 
wanted some, four none, and two did not answer. We did not cross- 
tabulate the answers by categories due to the small number of returns. 

Question 26c asked if the heirs wanted all controls removed from 
their heirship lands so that the heirs themselves can handle the leasing, 
sales, and so forth, of the land. Six did not want the controls re- 
moved, three did not answer. ‘ 

Question 27 was an attempt to draw from the heirs qugyestions to 
Congress concerning a possible solution to the problem: Five heirs 
answered the question as follows: 

*27004 I would sure would be very glad and thankful for Congress and com- 

mittee to help me on my heirship lands. 

27029 Never have thought much about this problem so therefore can give 
no opinion, 

27044 I think agreement to lease, partitioned, sold, or the timber cut should 
be agreed upon by all heirs. 

26975 Legal action should not be placed under State courts and State law. 

27030 As you know we have [troubles] there are very few heirs on allotted 
land, they should get together on the problem, I think. 

Question 28 asked if the heirs owned land that was not held in trust. 
Two heirs had purchased fee lands, both were farmers, one reported an 
income in excess of $4,000, the other did not answer the question 
concerning Incomes. 

Question 29 was an attempt to draw from the heirs any and all 
complaints concerning their heirship lands. It was worded in very 
general terms and in this instance brought forth only one problem: 
* 27029 Have land in Utah which has water charges on it but can’t under- 

stand why the tribe cannot drop these charges as there is no ditches 
or cannals to pay for. Also why did this tribe buy up our land without 
even counseling us about it. Had some land and one man went to my 
house and said to sign papers to sell my land to the tribe. I was about 


18 years of age then. Now that I want to sell a piece of land in Utah, 
I was required to wait and think it over. 


1 Individual’s code number. 


q 


JICARILLA AGENCY 


Questionnaires were mailed to three heirs of the Jicarilla Agency 
and one completed return was received from an adult. 

This particular heir was a fullblood tribal member, unemployed, 
and receiving welfare assistance. He had an interest in only one heir- 
ship estate, had visited the land in 1957 and lived 130 miles from it. 
This heir wants the Bureau of Indian Affairs control over heirship 
land continued because “they can manage it better.” He does not 
want the land sold and has no suggestions concerning a solution to 
the problem. Other land is owned in fee and this was received as 
a gift. His problem with heirship land is that he receives no income 
from the lease. 
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Navaso Agency 


Questionnaires were mailed to 2,539 heirs of the Navajo Agency and 
559 (approximately 21 percent) completed returns were received 


from adults. 


GENERAL INFORMATION 


Median age of Navajo heirs is in the 41- to 50-year category with 
the distribution as follows: 21 to 30, 101; 31 to 40, 123; 41 to 50, 111; 
51 and over, 210; no answer, 14. There were 286 males, and 262 
females and 11 did not answer. Four hundred and seventy-three heirs 
reported having children with a total of 2,437. If we consider that 
eack. heir has a spouse or other close relative, there is a potential 
2,996 people who will share in the estates of the present heirs. Three 
hundred and ninety-six heirs are heads of households, 537 are mem- 
bers of the tribe, 19 are not and 3 did not answer. Median blood 


uantum is full with the following distributions: fullbloods 


550; 


three-quarter blood, 2; halfblood, 3; one-quarter or less Indian blood, 


3; no Indian blood, 3; no answer, 6. 


wo hundred and forty-nine 


heirs live on the reservation, 298 live off and 12 did not answer. Three 
hundred and thirty-nine live on trust or restricted land, and 98 re- 
ceived welfare assistance during 1958. Of those receiving welfare 


assistance 46 live on the reservation. 


Three hundred and thiry-one 


heirs answered the question concerning income and the median was 
less than $1,000. When tabulated for heads of households, the median 
income was still below $1,000. There was no difference in the median 
income for those living on the reservation when compared to those heirs 


living off. 


Occupations of the heirs were reported as follows: 


Housewife. 155 
Rancher 37 
Sheepherder 
Farmer. 
Weaver 
Carpenter 
Railroad employee. 
Truck driver 
Farm labor 
Medicine man 
Nurse’s aid 
Bus driver 
Foreman 
Lubrication 
Seamstress. 

Service station attendant 
Employment 
Janitor__ 
Practical nurse 
Conservation aid 
Mechanic 
Plasterer. 
Craftsman 


Laborer 
Retired 
Unemployed 

Federal Government 
Miner 
Silversmith 
Tribal employee 


Heavy equipment operator... 
Missionary_ 
Self-employed 
Clerk 
Bartender 
Cashier 
Mason 
Radio announcer 
Waitress_ 
Collector__ 
Service station 
Armed Service 


Tire repairman__ 


By 
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INTERESTS IN HEIRSHIP LAND 


Navajo Agency heirs own 1,007 interest in heirship tracts and 440 
of these are public domain allotments. One hundred and ninety-five 
heirs live on land in which they own an heirship interest. One hun- 
dred and ninety of this group are fullbloods, median age is in the 41- 
to 50-year category, 44 received welfare assistance during 1958, median 
income from heirship interests is between $201 and $500, 92 ranch or 
farm the land, and 26 own other lands in fee. There is a question about 
the ownership of fee lands that will be discussed later in this report. 

Median income from heirship land for all heirs is between $201 and 
$500, with the distribution as follows: $0 to $50, 66; $51 to $100, 35; 
$101 to $150, 11; $151 to $200, 27 ; $201 to 3500, 67 ; $501 to $1,000, 52; 
$1,001 to $2,000, 34; $2,001 and over, 15; no answer, 252. Two hundred 
and forty-seven heirs visited heirship lands in 1959, 100 did so be- 
tween 1948 and 1949, 11 visited such land between 1948 and 1939, 11 at 
some time prior to 1939, and 190 did not answer. Three hundred 
and sixty-two heirs live within 300 miles of their heirship interests, 
4 live between 301 to 600 miles, 1 lives between 600 and 900 miles, 
3 live over 900 miles from it, and 189 did. not answer. Unfortunately, 
it was not practical to tabulate those who had never visited their © 
heirship interests at all, since this information was generally within 
the answer to one of the other questions, making it extremely difficult 
to tabulate. 

ACTIONS 


One hundred and forty-three heirs ranch or farm lands in which 
they hold heirship interests and 232 have done so in the past. This 
indicates a decrease in the use of heirship land by heirs of approxi- 
mately 61 percent. The heirs were pn if they had attempted to 
dispose of heirship interests and if they were successful. There was 
some confusion in the returns, since 17 said they had attempted to but 
20 said they had succeeded. When asked to whom they disposed of the 
land, 18 said to the tribe, 13 to individuals, and 6 to both. Evidently, 
this question confused some of the heirs concerned. The heir report 
that two unsuccessful attempts to purchase interests were made by the 
tribe and eight by other Indians. In four cases the heirs themselves 
have tried to buy out other interests. 


OPINIONS AND PROPOSALS 


Three hundred and thirty-five heirs plan to live on heirship land in 
the future and 829 intend to ranch or farm their interests. When 
asked if by wanted to sell or exchange some or all of their interests 
in heirship lands, 25 said some, 40 all, 477 none, and 17 did not answer. 
This makes it quite clear that the majority do not want to sell or 
exchange the land themselves. One of the questions asked the heirs 
was if they wanted the Bureau of Indian ‘Aftairs to continue control 


of heirship land and why. Four hundred and seven heirs want this 
control continued, 70 want it removed, and 82 did not answer. Some of 
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the reasons given for retaining or removing such control were as 


* 29131 
28673 
29098 


27447 


28700 
27535 


follows: 


RETAIN BUREAU CONTROL 


Because I can’t understand where the land is located. 

I am not educated enough to control heirship land. 

In case a future resource should be discovered we would be unable to 
manage the legal administration and we are unable to pay tax should 
our present land become fee patent. 

I need better understanding of my heirship land since I am unedu- 
cated. 

They’ve worked with us for so long, we kind of got used to them; 
it would be hard to get used to a new relation. 

Because they can take better care of it than I can. 

That way I don’t have to worry about it or have any responsibility. 

For the future use by the family to operate a farm and ranch. 

Another 15 or 20 years I may be able to handle the land myself. 

I am unable to do all necessary to keep land unless I receive aid in 
understanding all the rules. 

Too many illiterate Indians. 


REMOVE BUREAU CONTROL 


Because sooner or later the Bureau of Indian Affairs will terminate. 

I want to control the land myself, since I am competent and capable 
of controlling them. ~ 

I wanted to draw my money out and put it in the bank so I could 
collect interest ; BIA wouldn’t let me. 

I would like to take care of my own affairs. 

Trusteeship creates incompetence. The period of trusteeship by the 
Bureau expired a number of years ago. 


Part b of question 26 asked the heirs if they would want their 
land sold and the money divided. Fifty-five wanted all the land sold, 
31 some, 244 none, and 229 did not answer. We have cross-tabulated 
the answers to this question by various categories—i.e., blood quantum, 
place of residence, etc.—to determine if there are any significant differ- 
ences by category. 


26b I would like to have the tract(s) of heirship land in which I own an 
interest sold and my share of the money paid to me. 


60545—61—-vol. 1——24 


Categories Sell Sell None No 
all some answer 
Age: 
21 to 30. es 4 5 51 41 
51 and over pa: ist 21 13 92 84 
No answer... ok 3 0 4 7 
Total. 55 31 244 229 
Sex: 
Male 25 22 . 126 113 
Total_ 55 31 244 229 
No answer-. 0 0 3 7 
Total. 55 31 244 229 
1 Individual’s code number. 
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Categories Sell Sell None No 
all some answer 
Head of household 
23 173 158 
No.. 13 8 68 64 
No answer. 0 0 3 7 
Total_... 55 31 244 229 
Degree of Indian blood. 
Full....... 50 31 237 224 
0 0 2 0 
0 0 1 2 
or less. ... 0 0 3 0 
No answer... 3 0 0 3 
Total... 55 31 244 229 
Live on reservation 
Yes. 37 13 103 96 
No..... vie 18 18 136 126 
55 31 244 229 
Live on trust or restricted land: 
Yes... 21 163 134 
No answer. 0 0 ll 20 
Total... 55 31 244 229 
Live on heirship land: 
Wi. 18 8 74 95 
No answer 0 0 3 8 
55 31 244 229 
Income from heirship land 
$0 to $50__...... 9 5 29 23 
$51 to $100__... 6 1 15 13 
$101 to $150__. 0 1 7 3 
4 3 27 36 
$501 to $1,000_ 4 2 24 19 
,001 and over... 1 0 5 9 
Total... 55 31 244 229 
Farm or ranch heirship land: 
7 5 68 63 
Oasis 48 26 173 156 
No answer 0 0 3 10 
Total... 55 31 244 229 
Own fee land 
Yes... 10 5 29 21 
“See 39 21 191 175 
No answer-. 5 
Total... 55 31 244 229 


An examination of the cross tabulation indicates there are no ex- 
ceptions by category to the feeling expressed in answer to whether 
they wanted the heirship lands sold. Question 26c asked if the heirs 
wanted all controls removed from their heirship lands so that the 
heirs themselves can handle it. One hundred wanted all controls 
removed, 293 did not, and 166 did not answer. 

Question 27 was an attempt to get the heirs to make suggestions to 
the Congress concerning a seh solution to the problem of heir- 
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ship lands. The question was worded in such a way as to inform the 
Indians that sibetiohs solutions had been offered in the past, and four 
of these were listed, then space was left for the heir to make any 
recommendations he wanted. While the question was not intended 
to be one of multiple choice, it was found that some heirs merely 
checked off one of the proposed solutions. Other heirs wrote in sug- 
; ions coinciding with one or the other of the proposed solutions. 

ifty-three heirs wanted a simple majority to rule in leasing, selling, 
etc., while 33 wanted those heirs owning more than half the tract to 
rule on its use or disposition. Twelve heirs wanted all heirship pro- 
bates handled by State courts under State law, and four heirs pre- 
ferred that each heir have the right to appeal to the State court for 
partition or sale. Some of the other suggestions made were as follows: 


* 29538 I think that three-fourths of heirs should be allowed to lease (not 
Sell). 
29207 Keep number of heirs to one-tenth or less. 
27928 Legal age heirs to be able to make arrangements. 
27669 Each individual should be responsible for his or her own heirship 
land. 
27482 I think the tribe should hold control for us. They get more lease 
money for us. 
28665 I think the Indians should have equal rights and handle their own 
affairs. 


There were quite a few others that suggested leaving the problem 
the way it is, and many Navajos did not answer the question at all. 

Question 28 asked if the heirs owned land that was not held in trust 
and how they acquired it. While 65 did say they owned such lands, 
there is reason to believe that some did not understand the question. 
In the explanation concerning how they acquired such lands, it was 
obvious in some returns that the individual was referring to his heir- 
ship lands, and there was reason to doubt some others. For this reason 
no attempt has been made to analyze the returns of those stating they 
own lands not in trust status. 

Question 29 was an attempt to draw from the heirs information 
concerning any problems they have with their heirship lands. 


*27928 We want to be able to keep the land for our children who are growing 
up. We want to use it as our home. Has no water for people or ani- 
mals. It has to be hauled. It is a real problem. That is the reason 
we have to live someplace else. So we can have our children in school. 
Children have to be clean to go to school. 

29408 The oil company builds roads and destroys our farm land. Without 
getting permission from the heirs. 

29525 My special problem concerning my heirship land is: There are people 
living on the land at the present time. Their name is address 
is , they have lived there a number of years and have used the 
land, and timber. We have asked them to move out, but they refused. 
Is there any suggestion or help that you can give me. I will appreciate 
it very much. 

28504 If we adults could lease the land and get any return from it, all of 
our family could benefit. It seems it would be fine to be able to get some 
income from our inheritance. Cause we want some money for our chil- 
dren to get good education in next few years. 

27374 Since we are uneducated Indians we would appreciate very much if 
one could explain to us what are being done on tracts we have interests 
in. Also give us full information on the present Government control 
system. 


1 Individual’s code number. 
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We do have a problem. We are heirs on about 6 lands and all are 
leased on uranium bids by few uranium companies, Money, about $4,000 
is our share, and so people handling these money for us are not too 
pleased when we ask for the money. We are wondering why they don’t 
give them to us when we need it. We are in great debt with the trader 
and we really need the money. 

I’m building a house on my father’s heirship land and is constant be- 
ing bothered by my grama which she claim all of tract land is 
hers with her granddaughter and son. But she doesn’t include her other 
son that is my father. But according to my father heirship land we 
all got paid from interest, which all our name ‘appeared on 
under the name or in English. What I want to find how 
could I find out know that if it legal to live under my father heirship 
land and carry on the operation. There’s my sister and her children, 
my brother and the kids. Would appreciate your help or consult me 
to some land official. 

With regards to the enclosed questionnaire I wish to add that the 
Navajo Tribe has around $50 million in the tribal fund which could be 
spent for the purchase of these heirship tracts and the land be held for 
use of those living adjacent to it and administered by such an office as 
the tribe could set up for that purpose or by the Bureau of Indian Affairs 
until the tribe can get such an office in operation as it is now our heir- 
ships. are being subdivided among great, great, grandchildren, nieces, 
nephews, aunts and uncles until the fractional shares are written in 
fractions which are hard to read and harder to divide and with each 
death they get very much rose. We seen when oil was struck on some of 
our trust allotments some of the heirs received only a few cents to their 
share which is the way allotment sales will be and they are getting 
worse. I think that if the land were sold to the tribe, where the heirs 
or the majority were in agreement it would be better, but I don’t think 
it right to annex our land to the Navajo Reservation. 

My father had an allotment and he died in 1952. My half sister 
went to Crow point and no other heirs were there. The estate was 
probated and I was left completely out. . Unknown to me the other 
heirs signed a oil lease in 1957 and withdrew more than one-half of 
the money before I knew about it. The trader wrote a letter to 
the probate office and tried to get the estate reopened. The Bureau 
of Indian Affairs refused to reopen the estate—as result I received 
no money while all the other heirs received approximately $2,500 cash. 
I still need my share and I think the estate should be reopened. 

A large portion of the above allotment fell under the control of a 
daughter of the original allottee, whose husband (a white man) took the 
allotment papers. These papers have not been found since. Also the 
boundary markers have been removed making exact location of tract 
uncertain. One of my brothers is fighting the present state of 
affairs for more equal distribution of income from this tract, as the 
son and daughter of the white man are getting the greater portion 
of the royalties from oil found on the land. 

Original allottee with four children remarried. and died intestate 
with no additional issue. Surviving spouse and stepfather of allottee’s 
four children has since remarried, fathered four children and died inte- 
state. Heirship is claimed for his surviving widow as well as the four 
children resulting from their marriage. It is felt that the only heirs 
should be those directly descended from the allottee. 

There is a few sheep herder whom come from Colorado every winter, 
graze their sheep on Dad’s land we don’t know whether they have paid 
for grazing rights or not, and how the agreement was made. Is there 
any information you can send and please let me know whom I can 
get in touch with to find out how much land my dad really owns. 

We have a special problem in so much that a white man has for 27 
years have one of our allotments fenced in and we have not been on it 
for that time. Shortly, we will take it up with the Office of the Solicitor, 
Inheritance Judge, at Gallup, N. Mex. We may need your help and 
if we do, may we contact you? 

I need information on land my mother and father owned. I need to 
know if it has been leased or sold. If it has not been, I would like to 
know what my share of heirship is. 
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I had a tract of my own and I was told that the tribe took it back 
about 20 years ago and it was deeded to me 50 years ago. I use to 
live there and I had to’move. I had a deed for it and 16 years ago, 
my house burned and burned all of my deeds to my tract, also to my 
deceased husbands and also all of my census numbers. Please help 
me to get this land straightened up as I need it for my grandchildren ' 
and all of the wood is being cut by others. 

The exact location and content and condition of this heirship is very 
vague. Please let us know of this tract in order that we may be able 
to cooperate with you more fully. It may help us to appreciate this and 
other problems with which you are confronted. 

(1) Due to some fencing of the land—many are overdone or under- 
done—would like to have the allotted lands be surveyed over and 
marked and strict laws be enforced for the violators. (2) Some of 
our allotted land have Government project dams for livestock etc. 
Therefore the users of those waterplaces run wild with their herds and 
destroy certain things as fence or gates, also overgraze part of the area 
around the project dam. We would like more strict laws for these 
users Otherwise plans for fences to be built around the dam. So the 
allotted areas wouldn’t be destroyed. (3) Many of the relatives of 
allotees are making their homes on some of the allotted lands that 
don’t belong to them with their herds. Some Navajos have plenty of 
herds that don’t even have places to roam or graze. They ought to do 
away with them. 

Legal survey should tell us the exact boundary line so we can’t 
trespass other. At the present time we don’t hardly know the exact 
location of our heirship land and don’t know the boundary line. Trou- 
bles are arising often because nobody tell us, just where our line lying 
on boundary and if we will want to fence we get stuck because we 
don’t know the line. 

Some of my own relation is trying to cheat me out maybe they al- 
ready got paid for my share as a ? They got paid so I will deeply 
appreciate having my heirship land reinvestigation and to found out 
definitely I won a share in my mother allotment. That particular is 
My brother and I is urging for help on our 
shares because we are too poor and uneducationed to do something 
about. 

The problem I have is not knowing what is being done with my heir- 
ship. I would like a better account of it. 


| 
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Unrrep Pursios AGENCY 


Questionnaires were mailed to 251 heirs of the United Pueblos 
Agency and 10 (approximately 4 percent) completed returns were 
received from adults. 


GENERAL INFORMATION 


The median of the heirs is in the 51-and-over category with the 
distribution Sealers 21 to 30, two; 31 to 40, two; 41 to 50, one; 
51 and over, five. There are seven males and three females. Seven 
heirs have children, with a total of 28. Seven heirs are heads of house- 
holds and all 10 are members of the tribe. Median blood quantum is 
full (one is a three-quarter blood). Six live on the reservation, four 
live off. Those living on the reservation live on trust land. One re- 
ceived welfare assistance during 1958. Only three answered the ques- 
tion concerning income and they had incomes of less than $1,000. 
Occupations were reported as follows: 


Unemployed 1| Nurse 1 
Rancher 1| Farmer 1 
Housewife Retired 
Laborer 1| Heavy equipment operator ~-_-----_ 2 
Truckdriver 


INTERESTS IN HEIRSHIP LAND 


The United Pueblos heirs own interests in 20 heirship tracts, and 
3 of these are public domain allotments. Three heirs live on heirship 
land in which they hold an undivided interest. Median income from 
heirship interests is less than $100 (only two answered the question). 


ACTIONS 


One heir ranches or farms the heirship land, and six have done so 
within the past 10 years. One heir has attempted to dispose of heir- 
ship interests and did succeed. This sale was to an individual. 
Neither the tribe or other Indians have made any attempts to purchase 
a interests of the heirs, nor have the heirs attempted to buy out 
others. 

OPINIONS AND PROPOSALS 


Seven heirs plan to live on and use heirship interests in the future. 
When asked if they wanted to sell or exchange some or all of their 
heirship interests, one wanted to sell or exchange all, and seven said 
none, two did not answer. One of the questions asked of the heirs 
was if they wanted Bureau control over heirship land continued: six 
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said yes, and four no. Reasons given for their positions on this 
question were as follows: : 


CONTINUE BUREAU CONTROL 


* 29831 I want the assistance of Government in solving various problems 
that arise. 

29835 Satisfied. 

29884 To look after it because I’m still depending on the Indian Bureau 
on my interests. 

29882 To look after it because I am still depending on the Indian Bureau. 

29899 We're still under wardship—it has proven to be satisfactory to the 
present. 


REMOVE BUREAU CONTROL 


29886 I think that Indians should be given trust patents to their lands and 
allowed to do whatever they deem fit. They are citizens and I think 
they should be treated as such, paying taxes, etc. 

29763 We would like to control our lands just as other people do, given 
assistance if needed. 

29892 Let the Indians manage their own lands; give them what is right- 
fully theirs. 

29829 I would like to make improvements and take care of it for myself 
without someone stopping me. 

Question 26b asked the heirs if they would want their interests sold 
and the money divided. Four did not want any sold and six did not 
answer. 

Question 26c asked if the heirs wanted all controls removed from 
their heirship lands so that the heirs themselves can handle the leasing, 
sale, etc., of the land. Three said yes, three no, and four did not 
answer. 

Question 27 was an attempt to get the heirs to make ions 
to Congress concerning a possible solution to the problem. Two heirs 
felt that all heirship probate actions should be under State courts and 
State laws, two others preferred the present situation, and six did not 
answer. 

One heir owned land in fee status, and had inherited it. Question 
29 was an attempt to draw from the heirs any and all problems con- 
cerning their heirship land. There seemed to be no problem of 
administration concerning heirship. 
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Zunt AGENCY 


Questionnaires were mailed to 43 heirs of the Zuni Agenc and 
e . approximately 39 percent) completed returns were received from 
ts. 


GENERAL INFORMATION 


Median age of the Zuni heirs is in the 41- to 50-year category. 
There are nine males and eight females. Fifteen have children with 
a total of 76. Six are heads of households, and all 17 are members 
of the tribe. All heirs are fullbloods, 16 live on the reservation 
and 11 live on trust lands. One received welfare assistance during 
1958. Eleven had incomes of less than $1,000, and two had incomes 
between $1,001 and $2,000, four did not answer. Occupations were 
reported as follows: 


Unemployed 1| Farmer. 3 
Laborer Silversmiths (part time) 9 
Housewife 3! Federal Government employee..... 1 


INTERESTS IN HEIRSHIP LAND 


The Zuni heirs own 62 interests in heirship tracts and 4 are public 
domain allotments. None of the heirs live on heirship land. Median 
income from heirship interests is less than $50 (only four answered 
the question). Two had visited this land in 1959, nine between 1958 
and 1949, two prior to 1939, and four did not answer. Sixteen of the 
heirs lived within 300 miles of the land and one lives more than 900 
miles away. 

ACTIONS 


Fifteen stated they ranch or farm the heirship land although this 
raises a question since only two had visited the land in 1959 and if 
we add the four who did not answer the question, there would only 
be six who had visited the land in 1959. Fourteen have used the 
land in the past 10 years. Three have attempted to di of some 
heirship interests, and none have succeeded. The tribe or other 
Indians have attempted to — their interests although two 
heirs themselves have tried to buy out others. 


OPINIONS AND PROPOSALS 


All 17 heirs plan to live on the land at some time in the future and 
7 intend to ranch or farm it. When asked if they wanted to sell or 
exchange their heirship interests, 5 said they wanted to sell or ex- 
change all, and 12 none. Seven heirs want the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs to retain control of the land, two want the control removed, 
and eight did not answer. Some of the reasons given were as follows: 
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RETAIN BUREAU CONTROL 


2 29923 Because I and my family believe the Bureau is doing a fine job. 
29933 I want the Indian Bureau to keep its present control of the land as 
they have done a good job in the past in taking care of my lands. 
29916 I want the Indian Bureau to take care of my land as I am well satis- 
fied with the way my land is handled. 
29946 I am satisfied with the way the Government is handling my land; I 
feel secure with the help of the Government. 


REMOVE BUREAU CONTROL 


29937 Because I like to buy some sheep and use it for a ranch use. 

29907 I like to have a land of myself so I can use it for myself. 

Question 26b asked the heirs if they would want their interests sold 
and the money divided. Five said “No” and twelve did not answer. 
Question 26a asked if the heirs wanted all controls removed from their 
heirship lands so that the heirs themselves can handle it. Six said 
“No” and eleven did not answer. 

Question 27 was an attempt to get the heirs to make suggestions 
to the Congress concerning a possible solution to the problem. The 
question was worded in such a way as to inform the Indians that i- 
ble solutions had been offered in the past and four of these were listed, 
then a was left for the heirs to make any recommendations he 
wanted. While the question was not intended to be one of multiple 
choice it was found that some heirs merely checked off one of the 

he ag solutions. Other heirs did not answer the question at all. 

ight of the heirs preferred that owners of more than half the tract 
be eer, to lease, sell, etc., while six heirs wanted a simple majority 
to rule. 

Two heirs of the Zuni Agency own lands that are not in trust status 
and neither stated how they acquired it. 

Question 29 was an attempt to draw from the heirs any problems 
they had concerning their heirship lands. Nine heirs seemed to 
ae same problem and the following extract presents it rather 
clearly : 


* 29921 We wish the Government to continue taking care of our lands. We 
do not want the State to take over. I also wish that the Government 
would survey all allotments and divide these lands among the heirs 
so we may know exactly what share we own in order to build homes, 
operate farms, etc. The way the lands are now is all in one big surface 
not surveyed, and the heirs fight among each other, not knowing what 
share they own, therefore the heirs cannot build homes, operate farms, 
and other business. 
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MINNEAPOLIS AREA OFFICE 


There were 4,562 questionnaires mailed to heirs of the Minneapolis 
Area and 824 completed questionnaires (approximately 18 percent) 
were received from adults. 


GENERAL INFORMATION 


Median age of heirs in the Minneapolis Area was in the 51-year-and- 
over category with the following distribution: 21 to 30, 93; 31 to 40, 
135; 41 to 50, 170; 51 and over, 416; no answer, 10. Six hundred and 
thirty-five of the heirs reported having children with a total of 2,616 
or approximately 4 each. Four hundred and fifty-nine are heads o 
households. 

Median blood quantum is full with 246 fullbloods, 162 of three- 
quarter blood, 213 of one-half Indian blood, 162 with one-quarter or 
less, 12 with no Indian blood, and 29 did not answer. The majority 
of heirs live off the reservation (267 on, 535 off, 22 did not answer). 
Only 198 of the heirs reporting live on trust or restricted land, while 
547 said they did not (79 did not answer). 

Welfare assistance was received during 1958 by 229 heirs and of 
this number 114 live on the reservation. Only 329 heirs answered 
the question concerning income and their median for 1958 was in the 
$1,001 to $2,000 category, with the following distribution: $0 to 
$1,000, 119; $1,001 to $2,000, 65; $2,001 to $3,000, 37; $3,001 to $4,000, 
35; $4,001 and over, 73; and no answer, 495. In determining income 
of those heirs living on the reservation as compared to those living 
off we find that in the Minnesota Agency there is no difference with 
both groups in the $1,001 to $2,000 category; however at Great Lakes 
Agency there is a very significant difference with those heirs living 
on the reservation having incomes of less than $1,000 whereas those 
living off have incomes in the $2,001 to $3,000 category. Income was 
also computed by Indian blood quantum and we find that in the Min- 
neapolis Area the fullblood median is less than $1,000, the three-quarter 
and one-half blood median is between $1,001 and $2,000, and the one- 

uarter or less Indian blood median income is between $3,001 to $4,000. 
1en income is computed for heads of households we find that in the 
Great Lakes Agency, while the median income for all heirs reporting is 
between $1,001 to $2,000, the median for heads of households is in the 
$2,001 to $3,000 category. At Minnesota, however, there is no dif- 
ference in the income of heads of households as compared to all heirs 
reporting; both are in the $1,001 to $2,000 category. 


INTERESTS IN HEIRSHIP LANDS 


One of the questions asked of the heirs was how many interests in 
heirship tracts did they have, how many reservations were the tracts 
located on and how many of the tracts were public domain allotments. 
Three hundred and forty heirs answered the question concerning how 
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many tracts they had inherited an interest in and the average is two. 
The majority of heirs have interests in tracts located on more than one 
reservation. Forty-five of the heirs reported owning 134 interests in 
public domain allotments, or an average of 2.9 each. 

Forty-eight heirs reported living on heirship land; none ranch or 
farm the land; 17 are fullbloods; the majority are over 51 years of 
age; 20 received welfare assistance during 1958; and 10 own other 
lands in fee. 

Median income from heirship land for the Minneapolis Area was in 
the $51 to $100 category with the median for Great tala Agency be- 
ing less than $50 while the median for Minnesota was between $101 
and $150. The majority of heirs reported visiting their heirship inter- 
ests at some time during the last 10 years and most of them lived within 
a day’s drive (300 miles) of the land. 


ACTIONS 


Three heirs ranch or farm heirship land in which they hold an inter- 
est and 66 have done so within the past 10 years. One hundred and 
eighty-three heirs have made attempts to dispose of some heirshi 
lands and 122 (approximately 66.6 percent) have been successful. 
Great Lakes heirs had a 63 percent success rate and Minnesota a 70 
percent. 

OPINIONS AND PROPOSALS 


One hundred and ten heirs plan to live on heirship land in the 
future and 107 plan to ranch or farm it. These statistics are overlap- 
ping to the extent that some heirs plan to do both. 

When asked if they wanted to sell or exchange their heirship inter- 
ests 107 said some, 360 all, 193 none, and 164 did not answer. This indi- 
cates the majority want to sell or exchange all of their heirship inter- 
ests. It was interesting to note that although a majority wanted to 
sell or exchange al] their heirship lands they were opposed to removal 
of Indian Bureau control over the heirship land. Three hundred and 
forty-seven heirs wanted Bureau control continued, 174 wanted it 
removed, and 303 did not answer. Evidently, although they want the 
heirship lands sold or exchanged, the heirs do not want to handle such 
transactions. The text of statements by the heirs concerning why they 
do or do not want Bureau control removed are in the agency reports. 

Heirs were also asked if they would want all heirship lands sold 
and the money divided among the heirs. The majority of those an- 
swering (417 of 582) wanted all the heirship land sold and the money 
distributed. Seventy wanted some sold, 95 did not want any sold, and 
242 did not answer the question. We have cross-tabulated the answers 
to this question by various categories, i.e., blood quantum, residence, 
etc., to determine if there is any particular pattern among the heirs 
opposed to sale of heirship land, as follows: 


26b I would like to have the tracts of heirship land in which I own an in- 
terest sold and my share of the money paid to me. 
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Categories Sell all | Sellsome| None No an- 
swer 
Age: 
21 to 30 49 6 7 31 
ER, B4 17 19 50 
51 and over... 197 40 54 125 
No answer. 1 0 0 9 
Total 417 70 95 242° 
‘Male. 182 33 61 96 
Female - _. 235 37 34 138 
No answer... 0 0 0 8 
Total. 417 70 95 242 
Have children: 
Yes__- 326 57 69 183 
89 13 26 48 
No answer. 2 0 0 ll 
Total. - 417 70 95 242 
ee of household: 
230 48 63 
No.... 175 22 30 lll 
No answer. ... 12 0 2 13 
Total 417 70 95 242 
Degree of Indian blood 
Full___ 131 33 23 59 
100 14 34 65 
No answer. oa a> 10 2 1 16 
Live on reservation 
p lil 41 40 75 
55 151 
No answer. 6 0 16 
Total__ “ae 417 70 95 242 
Live on trust or peeivinted land 
77 37 27 57 
No..._.. 302 26 62 157 
NO 38 7 6 28 
Total. Ax * 417 70 95 242 
Live on heirship land: 
Total- 417 70 95 242 
from heirship land: 
$151 to $200 a” Pe ban 5 3 0 2 
$201 to $500_...... ll 7 4 3 
$2,001 and over... 3 1 0 2 
Total_- 417 70 95 242 
Farm or ranch heirship land: 
Total_-_ 417 70 95 242 
Own fee land 
Yes... 83 18 22 28 
No answer... ‘ep 80 7 10 101 
Total. 417 70 95 242 
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Examination of the cross tabulation reveals that with a few exce 
tions, the majority of heirs in all categories wanted to sell their heir- 
ship land. The exceptions occurred among those heirs receiving from 
$201 to $1,000 a year from their heirship land and those farming or 
ssa 3.1 heirship land (there was only one in this category that an- 
swered the question). 

Question 26c¢ asked the heirs if they wanted all controls removed 
from heirship land so they and the other heirs could handle the land 
themselves. The majority answering (340) did not want the controls 
removed, 173 did, and 311 did not answer. 

Question 27 was an attempt to get the heirs to make suggestions 
to the Congress concerning er 4 solutions to the probles. The 
question was worded in such a way as to inform the heirs that pos- 
sible solutions had been offered in the past and four of these were 
listed, then space was left for the heirs to make any recommendations 
they wanted. While the question had not been intended to be one of 
multiple choice, it was found that some heirs merely checked off one of 
the proposed solutions. Other heirs wrote in suggestions that coin- 
cided with one or the other of the suggested solutions. Fifty-seven of 
the heirs felt that those owning more than half the tract should de- 
termine its use and/or disposition; 96 felt that a simple majority 
should; 31 wanted each heir given the right to appeal to State courts 
for partition or sale; and 40 wanted all heirship probates handled by 
State courts under State law. Other suggestions made are contained in 
the agency returns themselves. 

Of 626 heirs answering the question, 151 (approximately 24 percent) 
own other lands in fee. Ninety-five heirs bad purchased their fee 
lands, 17 had inherited them, 3 had received fee patents, and 36 did 
not say how they acquired the land. 

The following tables are illustrative of the facts established in this 
report concerning those heirs that have been contacted : 


MINNEAPOLIS AREA 


TaBLe I.—Age groups of heirs 


Agency 21-30 31-40 41-50 51 and over | No answer | Total heirs 
65 79 1244 6 438 
innesota 49 70 191 172 4 386 
PR cssccsecscesessesee 93 135 170 1416 10 824 

1 Median. 


TaBLE II.—Heirs who have children and the total number 


Number Total 
Agency of heirs number of 
who have children 
children 
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III.—Heads of households 


Agency Head of Not head of | Noanswer | Total heirs 
household household 
Minnesota-- 206 169 ll 386 
Total_ ee 459 338 27 824 
TaBLe IV.— Degree of Indian blood 
Agency Full- % 14 4 or None No Total 
blood less answer heirs 
95 79 1132 109 9 14 438 
151 183 81 53 3 15 386. 
246 1162 213 162 12 29 824 
1 Median. 
TABLE V.— Residence of heirs 
Agency Living on Living off No answer | Total heirs 
reservation | reservation 
150 1228 8 336 
Total _- ou 267 1 §35 22 824 
1 Majority of those answering. 
Taste VI.—Heirs living on trust or restricted land 
Live on De not live 
Agency trust or on trust or No Total 
restricted restricted answer heirs 
; land land 
90 1316 32 438 
108 1231 47 386 
Total _- 198 1 §47 79 824 
1 Majority answering. 
TaBLe VII.—Heirs who received welfare assistance during 1958 
Received 
welfare Live on Live off 
Agency ve reservation | reservation | No answer 
125 163 60 2 
1 Majority. 
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TaBLeE VIII.—1958 income reported by heirs 


Agency 0 to $1,001 to | $2,001 to | $3,001 to | $4,001 No Total 
$1,000 $2,000 $3,000 $4,000 | and over| answer heirs 
fi ge ee 64 132 22 23 46 251 438 
<< 119 165 37 35 73 495 824 
1 Median. 


TaBLeE 1X.—Median income of heirs by residence on or off the reservation 


Agency 0 to $1,001 to $2,001 to $3,001 to $4,001 and 
$1,000 $2,000 $3,000 $4, over 

Great Lakes 

Minnesota: 
TABLE X.—1958 income by degree of Indian blood! 
Blood quantum 0 to $1,001 to $2,001 to $3,001 to | $4,001 and Total 
$1,000 $2,000 $3,000 $4,000 over 

241 10 8 6 2 67 
di Me 28 228 10 10 23 99 
HOF 17 14 9 212 31 83 
116 2 62 36 34 68 316 


1 The statistics include only those heirs reporting their income and answering the question concerning 


degree of Indian blood. 
2? Median. 


TaBLE XI.—1958 income for heads of households 


Agency 0 to $1,001 to | $2,001 to | $3,001 to | $4,001 No Total 
$1,000 $2,00) $3,000 $4,000 | and over| answer 
41 21 113 18 39 121 253 
Minnesota_.......-. eee Clee 33 122 9 6 19 117 206 
Totes 2 RR 74 143 22 24 58 238 459 
1 Median. 
TasBLe XII.—Interests in heirship land 
Total Number Interests | Reservations} Interest in 
Agency heirs answering by tracts located ublic 
omain 
218 542 
438 234 303 
27 91 
122 385 
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Taste XIII.—Number of tracts in which the heirs hold an interest ! 


Average 
Agency Heirs Number of | number of 
answering tracts tracts 
per heir 
218 542 2.4 
122 169 1.4 
340 711 2.0 


1 Many of the heirs did not know how many tracts they had an interest in and either placed a question 
mark for an answer or stated they did not know. 


TasLe XIV.—Number of reservations upon which heirs have interests in 
heirship tracts 


Agency Heirs an- Number of Average 
swering reservations 
366 472 1.2 


TaBLE XV.—Interests in public domain allotments held by heirs 


Interests in Median 
Agency Total heirs Heirs an- ublic number of 
swering omain interests 
allotments 
TaBLE XVI.—Heirs residing on heirship land 
or - welfare wn 
land farm it blood assistance land 
1958 
Great Lakes. ............. 26 0 5 10 | 51 and over-..- 5 
ti 22 0 12 10 | 51 and over-... 5 
48 0 17 10 
TaBLe XVII.—Income from heirship land 
0 to $51 to | $101 $151 $201 $501 $1,001 | $2,001 | Noan-]} Total 
Agency $50 to to to to to to and swer j| heirs 
$100 $150 $200 $500 | $1,000 | $2,000 | over 
Great Lakes.......- 129 4 4 4 7 4 0 2 384 438 
40 10 19 6 17 7 4 284 386 
Total. 114 13 10 24 13 7 6 668 824 


| | | 
1 Median. 
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TasLe XVIII.—Last visit to heirship land 


During “Between | Between Prior to 
Agency 1959 ! 1958 and | 1948 and 1989 No answer 
1949 1939 
56 293 16 14 259 
33 286 9 13 245 
2179 25 7 504 


1 1st 6 months of 1959. 


2 Median. 
TaBLe XI X.— Distance heirs live from their heirship interests 
Agency 0 to 300 | 301 to 600 | 601 to 900 | 901 miles | No answer 

miles miles miles and over 

1 196 44 10 35 153 
Minnesota... 1 160 9 6 22 189 
356 53 16 57 342 

1 Median. 


TABLE XX.—Heirs’ attempts to sell heirship land 


Heirs who 
have at- Those who 
Agency tempted to were 
sell heir- successful 
ship land 
4 92 58 63 
| 91 64 70 
183 122 66.6 
TaBLE X XI.—Heirs’ opinions concerning the sale of heirship land 
Agencies Sell all Sell some None No answer | Total heirs 
1201 44 63 130 438 
1216 26 32 112 386 
! Majority of those answering. 
TaBLeE XXII.—Heirs owning land in fee status 
Ntumber Number 
Agency of heirs owning Approximate 
answering fee land percentage 
question 


60545—61— vol. 1——--25 


Total 
heirs 
2 
Great Lake 438 
Minnesota 336 
Total 824 ae 
Total 
heirs 
438 
= 
RE 
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Tape XXIII.—Heirs owning land in fee and method of acquisition 
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Heirs own- Fee No 
Agency ing iy patent Purchase Inherit Gift answer 
Geent Lebes. 80 48 8 0 22 
71 47 9 0 14 
Total. 151 95 17 0 36 


Great Laxes AGENCY 


Questionnaires were mailed to 2,929 heirs of the Great Lakes 
Agency and 438 (approximately 14 percent) completed returns were 
received from adults. 


GENERAL INFORMATION 


Median of Great Lakes heirs is in the 51 and over category 
with the following distribution: 21 to 30, 44; 31 to 40, 65; 41 to 50, 
_ 79; 51 and over, 244, no answer, 6. There were 198 males, 234 fe- 
males, and 6 did not answer. Three hundred and twenty-seven 
heirs reported having children with a total of 1,264. If we consider 
that each heir has a poste or other close relative, there is a potential 
1,702 people who will share in the estate of the 438 heirs recorded 
here. Two hundred and fifty-three are heads of households, 333 are 
members of the tribe, 82 are not, 23 did not answer. Median blood 

uantum is one-half with the following distribution: Fullbloods, 95; 
three-quarter bloods, 79; halfbloods, 132; one-quarter or less Indian 
blood, 109, no Indian blood, 9; no answer, 14. One hundred and 
seventeen heirs live on the reservation, 307 live off, and 14 did not 
answer. Ninety heirs live on trust or restricted land, and in 70 cases 
the land is on the reservation. One hundred and four heirs received 
welfare assistance during 1958, and of this number 51 live on the res- 
ervation. One hundred and eighty-seven heirs answered the ques- 
tion concerning income and the median is between $1,001 and $2,000. 
The median income category for heads of households is between $2,001 
and $3,000. Heirs living on the reservation have a median income 
of less than $1,000 whereas the off reservation heirs have a median 
income between $2,001 and $3,000. "When income is computed by blood 
quantum we find the fullblood and the three-quarter blood median 
income is less than $1,000 whereas the median income of the one-half 
and one-quarter or less Indian blood is between $3,001 and $4,000. 
Occupations of the heirs were reported as follows: 


Housewife 170 | Baker a 1 
Retired 46 | Meter repairman 1 
Factory worker. 8 | Office manager__...._-__--_______ 1 
Welder 5 | Nurse’s aid 3 1 
Unemployed 4 | Lumber mill owner 1 
Disabled veteran 8 | Ironworker ita) 1 
Maid 3 | Sawmill worker__________-______ 1 
Bookkeeper. 2 | Bank teller wsdl 1 
Clerk__ 1 
Asbestos 1 | Truckdriver q 
1 | Lumberjack__ 5 
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Machinist 83 | Moulder 1 
Saleswoman 2 | Federal Government employee_..._ 1 
Waitress 2 Bee farmer 1 
Salesman 2 | Assembler 
Fireman 2 | Butcher 1 
Seamstress_ 2 | Medical technician 1 
Policewoman 1} Purchasing agent. 1 
Grocer 1 | Watchmaker 1 
Pulp cutter 1 | Student 1 
Architectural 1 | Insurance agent 1 
Farmer. 1 | Steel fabricator 1 
Barber. 1 

mes, INTERESTS IN HEIRSHIP LAND 


Heirs of Great Lakes Agency own interests in 542 heirship tracts, 
and 91 of these are public domain allotments. Twenty-six heirs live 
on heirship land in which they own an interest. Median age of this 
group is over 51, 13 have children, 16 are heads of households, all 26 
are members of the tribe, median blood quantum is one-half, median 
income is between $2,001 and $3,000, median income from heirship in- 
terests is less than $50, none farm or ranch the land, and 5 own other 
lands in fee status. 


Median income from heirship land for all heirs reporting (54) is less 
than $50, with the distribution as follows: $0 to $50, 29; $51 to $100 
4; $101 to $150, 4; $151 to $200, 4; $201 to $500, 7; $501 to $1,000, 4; 
$1,001 to $2,000, 0; $2,001 and over, 2; no answer, 384. _ Fifty-six heirs 
visited some heirship interests in 1959, 93 between 1958 and 1949, 16 
between 1948 and 1939, 14 at sometime prior to 1939, and 259 did not 
answer. One hundred and ninety-six heirs live within 300 miles of 
their heirship interests, 44 live between 301 and 600 miles, 10 between 
601 and 900 miles, 35 live more than 900 miles from the land, and 153 
did not answer. 

ACTIONS 


Three heirs ranch or farm heirship land, and 40 have done so within 
the past 10 years. This indicates a decrease in the use of heirship 
lands by heirs of approximately 92 percent. Ninety-two heirs have at- 
tempted to dispose of heirship interests and 58 were successful. One 
disposition was made to the tribe and the rest to individuals. In seven 
instances the heirs reported that the tribe had been unsuccessful in 
attempting to purchase their interests, and in seven other cases indi- 
vidual Indians had been unsuccessful. The heirs themselves in 19 
cases have attempted to buy out other heirs. 


OPINIONS AND PROPOSALS 


Seventy-two heirs plan to live on heirship lands in the future, and 
73 plan to ranch or farm it. When asked if they wanted to sell or ex- 
change some or all of their heirship interests, 64 said some, 176 all, 108 
none, and 95 did not answer. Those interested in selling or exchang- 
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ing all were in the majority of the group answering the question. One 
of the questions asked of the heirs was if they wanted Bureau of 
Indian Affairs control removed from heirship land and why. One 
hundred and eighty-nine wanted the controls retained, 81 wanted them 
removed, and 168 did not answer. Some of the reasons given for re- 
taining or removing Bureau control were as follows: 


RETAIN BUREAU CONTROL 


131111 Because of my age and distance from the land. 

31664 Would like to live in the city and could not take care of it myself. 

30119 Because I live 50 miles from the reservation and don’t know the exact 
location of the land. 

82376 Because so many heirs are involved. 

31876 Tax free. 

32682 Because they at least know where it is ; I don’t. 

80092 I am not able to handle heirship land. 

30629 Because it is tax free, I plun to use the land when I retire. 

31317 Because the Bureau has a better chance of finding a buyer. 

32894 Because we cannot live like the white people, as there is no work for 
us to pay taxes. 

81927 In the event I am in need, I will be able to receive the assistance I 
need through the Indian Bureau. 


REMOVE BUREAU CONTROL 


30005 Too much redtape involved in any sale, transfer, or exchange. 

80693 Too many heirs involved. 

80212 Because some of these lands are not adequately policed, timber is 
being stolen. 

30174 Too slow in settling heirship lands. 

8257 Would like to have proceeds from it. 

31882 I want control of my own land—clear title. 

31399 The system of having all heirs sign that have a share in the land— 
some are very difficult to find. 

31677 Feel that the land should be handled by the individuals concerned. 

31162 Any money from those tracts of land would help me buy a home of my 
own here. 

82188 We can manage our own business successfully. 

80209 The waste, deterioration, uninterest, and loss of taxes to the State. 

30366 I believe that the modern American Indian should have the same 
control over his land as any other citizen. 

80633 So as the younger generation can learn to take care of themselves 
and learn to work. 

31953 Because you do not get all the money that the land is worth. 


Part (b) of question 26 asked the heirs if they would want their 
interests sold and the money divided. Two hundred and one wanted 
all the land sold, 44 some, 63 none, and 130 did not answer. Therefore, 
the majority of those answering the question want all the heirship 
land me We have cross tabulated the answers to this question by 
various categories to determine if there is a significant difference of 
opinion held by heirs in certain categories, i.e., blood quantum, etc. 


26b. I would like to have the tract(s) of heirship land in which I own an 
interest sold and my share of the money paid to me. 


1 Individual’s code number. 
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Categories Sell all Sell None No 
some answer 
21 to 30 16 5 2 21 
31 to 40 oe ~ 36 5 ll 13 
41 to 50_....- Vou 33 12 25 
No answer. - 0 0 0 6 
Total. 201 44 130 
Sex: 
| 116 21 19 78 
0 0 0 6 
Total... 5 201 44 63 130 
Have children: 
Yes. 158 35 43 91 
No 43 9 20 32 
No answer 0 0 0  f 
Total... 201 44 63 130 
Head of household: 
Yed....- 120 32 44 57 
No 75 12 18 OF 
No answer. . 6 0 1 
Total.-_-.. 201 44 63 130 
Degree of Indian blood: 
Full 41 16 14 24 
a 35 13 10 21 
on 56 ll 23 42 
4 or less-. 60 3 15 31 
None 6 0 1 2 
Total_..... 201 44 63 130 
Live on reservation: 
Yes... 31 28 25 33 
* vied 165 16 38 88 
No answer... 5 0 0 
Total... 201 44 63 130 
Live on trust or restricted land: 
thes 28 23 15 24 
No answer. be 12 5 2 13 
Total. 201 44 63 130 
Live on heirship land: 
8 5 9 4 
0. 190 38 53 95 
No answer-. an 3 1 1 31 
Total... 201 44 63 130 
Income from heirship land 
$0 to $50_.....-- 13 5 4 7 
$51 to $100 ts 2 1 0 1 
$101 to $150. 2 0 1 1 
1 3 0 0 
$201 to $500__..- 2 3 2 0 
$501 to $1,000 0 0 3 1 
$1,001 to $2,000. 0 0 0 0 
001 and over. 2 0 0 0 
No answer. Saat 179 32 53 120 
Total 201 44 63 130 
Farm or ranch heirship land: 
Yes-. 0 1 0 2 
No 197 42 . 61 100 
No answer 4 1 2 28 
Total... 201 44 63 130 
Own fee land 
Yes_. 41 11 13 15 
wes 125 29 44 56 
No answer. 35 4 6 
Total. a 201 63 130 
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An examination of the cross tabulation reveals that while the 
feeling of the majority is clearly to sell all heirship lands, there 
are certain groups of heirs that are not in agreement with this. For 
example those living on trust or restricted land want to sell some or 
all of the land. This holds true for those living on heirship land, 
and for some of those with higher income from the land. ere is 
only one category of heirs that do not want any sold and this is in the 
heirship income bracket of $501 to $1,000. 

As a matter of interest we have cross tabulated question 25 con- 
cerning whether the heirs want to sell or exchange interests in the 
land and question 26 concerning whether they want Bureau super- 
vision retained with question 26b asking if they wanted all their 
interests sold as follows: 


Question 26b: I would like to have the tract(s) of heirship land in which I 
own an interest sold and my share of the money paid to me. 
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Sell all | Sellsome} None | No ans- 
wer 
26a. Retain Bureau control: 

WOM, 255 37 46 37 
No. 2 ll 8 
No answer -- 72 5 6 85 
Total 201 44 63 130 

25. Sell or exchange undivided interests: 
es, some. ll 35 10 8 
Yes, all 157 4 4 11 
None 14 4 44 41 
No answer 19 1 5 70 
Total__. 201 44 63 130 


It is interesting to note that 72 heirs who had not answered question 
26a did want to sell all their lands. Of those wanting to retain 
Bureau control 69 want to sell all and 37 some of their heirship inter- 
est. Nineteen heirs who answered question 25 by saying they did not 
want to sell or exchange any interests answered 26b stating they 
wanted all their interests sold. This probably expresses a desire to 
have the land sold by the Bureau rather than by the individual. 

Part (c) of question 26 asked if the heirs wanted all controls 
removed from their heirship lands so that the heirs themselves can 
handle it. Ninety-two wanted all controls removed, 187 did not want 
the controls removed, and 159 did not answer. 

Question 27 was an attempt to get the heirs to make suggestions to 
the Congress concerning a possible solution to the problem. The 
question was worded in such a way as to inform the Indians that pos- 
sible solutions had been offered in the past and four of these were 
listed, then space was left for the heirs to make any recommendations 
they wanted. While the question was not tntetlad to be one of mul- 
tiple choice, it was found that some heirs merely checked off one of 
the proposed solutions. Other heirs wrote in suggestions that co- 
incided with one or the other of the proposed solutions. Forty-nine 
heirs preferred that a simple majority of the owners determine 
whether the land be leased, sold, etc., 38 heirs wanted the owners of 
more than half the tract to decide, 20 wanted all heirship probates 
placed under State courts and State law, and 15 wained each heir 
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given the right to appeal to State courts for sale or partition. Other 
suggestions made included the following: 


131455 Sell it at once. 

31440 Do what you think is right. 

32053 I think that all Indian land should be sold so that there would be 
no taxes held against it. 

30375 All heirship lands should be sold, for the good of all owners, always 
trouble remains among the heirs. 

30726 Prefer one to act for all as representative in dealing with courts. 

30576 Heirship land should be divided so each one could do as they please 
with their part. 

31406 One heir to buy out the other heirs so some good can be done with the 
land. 

30088 I believe the land should be partitioned to each heir by the Bureau of 
Indian Affairs. 

80891 I believe that the interests in heirship land should in some way be 
disposed of by the Federal Government and that all heirs should be 
given their interests and thereafter the Indian should become entirely 
dependent upon himself. 

326338 Instead of a small interest in all land give each heir a piece of land. 

31010 I think each person concerned should decide whether or not he wants 
to keep or dispose of his property. 

380191 I think the Government should return land to each individual with a 
clear deed in that way avoid a lot of court suits among the heirs. 

32493 In my opinion, I believe the Government should partition the land 
and each heir receive his fair portion in land rather than money. 

32436 Turn control over to State agencies. 


Question 28 asked if the heirs owned land that was not held in 
trust. Of the 334 answering the question 80 (approximately 24 
percent) owned land in fee. Of this number 48 had purchased 
the land, 8 had inherited it, 2 had received a fee patent, and 22 
did not answer the question. Median age of the heirs holding lands 
in fee is in the 51 and over category, 60 have children, 53 are 
heads of households, 53 are members of the tribe, 24 are not, and 
3 did not answer; median blood quantum is one-half, 15 live on the 
reservation, 14 live on trust land, 14 received welfare assistance dur- 
ing 1958, median income was just about $3,600 with only 43 report- 
ing, 5 live on moor. land, median income from heirship interests 
is less than $50 (68 did not answer the question), and one ranches 
or farms the heirship land. 

Question 29 was an attempt to draw from the heirs any and all 
problems connected with their heirship lands. It was worded in 
very general terms and brought forth varying problems. The fol- 
lowing are representative of the problems confronting the heirs: 

* 30949 When bid on land and timber is slightly below Government appraisal, 
owner or heirs should be contacted and a settlement could be made. I 
personally have lost hundreds of dollars because the Government did 
not notify me of a slight difference in the Government’s appraisal and 
an unsuccessful bid. Indian heirship lands are lost by being put on the 
tax roll due to some Government ruling; not comprehensible to the 
Indian and not explained. Since the Government had jurisdiction, why 
should the heirs lose? Don't you think the heirs would endeavor to re- 
alize some value if properly notified? 

30191 On our beirship land there is at least 26 people involved, you can’t 
under present law sell, without written consent of all the others. Con- 
tacting all these heirs would cost more than what you have coming, 
you can’t even build on any part, because you don’t know where your 
share is located, in other words the field Indian Service engineers 
should, at request of any who own any share of land survey without 


2 Individual’s code number. 


30576 


30491 


31928 


31882 


32574 
31317 


30147 


30456 


30922 


32317 


32680 
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cost and established their share and Government give them a deed, let 
them sell timber anything on it if they wish. 

Here on this reservation we get nothing from the Government that I 
know of. It is run by a tribal council. They never know where the 
money received by the tribe is used. When we ask how the money 
received is used or about heirship land we may hold interest in, we get 
the “smile and deaf ear” treatment so how can we get any information? 
Many tracts of Indian land has been sold but no one knows who got 
the money or what it was used for. The is a tract of Indian 
land that has been either sold or leased to the conservation department 
for a very large sum of money. 

My father died in March of 1953. What happened to his 
allotment? Allottee No. Bad River Reservation, Wis. We re- 
ceived notice of the hearing (determining heirs) 2 weeks after the 
hearing was held at Minneapolis. Who owns his allotment now? Also 
my older brother (age 47) is crippled by multiple sclerosis and unable 
to work. Does he or can he expect help from the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs? 

My mother has been dead 3 years, and I haven’t heard a thing about 
it since they meet. We are in the dark here and for no reason should 
it be done. My father is of German born and he has his money and 
most of the shares and no children could use it never got a thing. I'd 
sure like to know the dope on this affair as the land is up by Hayward, 
Wis. 

Yes; could you try and get a clear title to what land that is mine, so 
I could pay taxes, then I could keep it or do what I want with it, in- 
cluding tribal land. 

It would be nice to get it sold and settled among the heirs. 

Yes, I do have a problem. I have 80 acres of land which I am an heir 
to one-fourth. I requested the sale of this land to our agent in Ash- 
land, Wis., and the top bid on this land is $2,561. This could be settled 
but for two people who will not sign the sales contract, and that is 
(brother) (and sister-in-law). Now this is unfair. Neither one 
has ever, and will never use this land. They should be compelled to 
sign this contract, as both my niece and I need the money very 
badly. I bought a home here in Oregon and I need to furnish it. 

I am sorry I cannot give you more information to your questions as 
I never had any information from my wife’s parents regarding this 
matter. All that I learn was that her grandmother was a fullblooded 
Indian ; this, is all I can give you. Amsorry. If I can get any informa- 
tion from some of the relatives will advise you. 

I don’t know exactly what I should do now that is dead. I 
would like to know if I should let it stay as is or notify someone to have 
the name changed. I am not Indian myself and do not know too much 
about Indian affairs. Will you please advise me on what I should do. 

I have a problem one allotment there are many heirs. Pass a law 
for 27a above. This allotment is valuable but we cannot sell the timber 
or the land because there are about 50 heirs and we can’t find several: 
there are white people owning shares which are inherited. Please could 
you do something about this land problem. I would like to buy the 
share. There are many others would like have same law passed ; I don’t 
know of any one against this. 

Minor heirs using the entire tract without paying rent. No author- 
ity to use this land for the good of the tribe (recreation program) be- 
cause it is in undivided interest. Government running an open sewer 
onto land in which I have an interest and no way to stop it. 

I am at a loss as to what heirship land I own interests in. I would 
appreciate it a great deal if you would kindly advise me as to where 
the heirship land is located. how many acres it consists of, and also 
how many heirs there are to the land. To my knowledge there is a great 
deal of land involved. Please advise me if possible. 

Yes. I would very much like to know about more of this land prob- 
lems. My mother should know more about this as I know she’s got some 
land somewhere. Her address: We never received any Indian 
property or Indian payments and never lived on Indian reservations. 


. re 
377 
4 
~ 
| 
30989 


378 


30159 


31438 


31337 


INDIAN HEIRSHIP LAND STUDY 


The heirs have been trying to get the land partitioned. But the big 
problems to partition 32 acres among almost two dozen heirs, so as to 
have an outlet to the highway for each tract. 

My aim if it’s not out of line is to settle in Red Cliff, Wis., but first I 
wish to know how much land my late father left for us. Please advise 
who I should write to for information in this matter. Here in Canada 
an individual cannot sell leases or cut timber for sell, which is controlled 
by the Indian Affairs. 

If we own any land we sure would like to know about it. 

Some of the heirs of this land I’m referring to sold some of the timber 
on this land, and gave me very little as my share, since then I think they 
sold most if not all of the rest without letting me know anything about 
it. This was my grandmother’s land. 

To this date I don’t know if I have any land or heirship of any kind 
except the check I received for 25 cents which I don’t even know what 
it was for. 

Yes; Ido. I know I have some land but how much I do not know. I 
receive ledger sheets regularly but I do not know what they are for. 
I would like to be informed on these matters and just exactly how I 
came into this land. My father is deceased and my mother doesn’t 
know too much about this. I cannot answer all your questions until I 
know about this. Would you please look into this for me. 

The only thing I can’t figure out is why that land has stood idle so 
long whereas if it were divided or sold we would all benefit by it. 

Final. I want nothing to do with any of it. Let the other heirs do 
what they want to. 

I gave up all claim to any land I could have inherited from my adopted 
legal mother, . Iam of pure German origin. There were Indian 
women, related by blood, also Indian men, who had a better right to 
those Indian lands. This matter was settled about 2 or 3 years ago 
through the Minneapolis office. The land in mention, originally belonged 
to my mother’s sister, , and it came to my mother through 
who my mother married, after his wife, , passed away. I repeat, 
“T have no interest in any Indian lands. I leave them to the Indians, in 
this case, the Wisconsin Chippewa Tribe.” Thanks for your interest in 
the American Indian. 

I have been given to understand that I have a claim to a portion of 
land in the vicinity of L’Anse, Mich. I do not know what quantity of 
land is involved, its description or exact location, its approximate value 
on the present market, nor how many other alleged heirs there are. The 
family is large and scattered and all those I have ever known have been 
Caucasian. I know nothing whatever of Indian affairs. 

Own a share in 80 acres—part lakeshore. Heirs live scattered over 
this land. My mother tried to get them to take their choice and claim 
it. They would not because they lived away from lakeshore but would 
not let her have that part. Probably we own over half of this 80 acres. 
Because they are relatives and you don’t fight over a trifling thing like 
land that is still the status of the land. Perhaps after the older folks 
are gone it might be easier to get a settlement. The lakeshore land 
would be quite valuable but selling to the tribe would bring very little, 
so we just hold on. I really do not know what would be a good solution. 
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Minnesota AGENCY 


Questionnaires were mailed to 1,633 heirs of the Minnesota Agency 
and 386 (approximately 23 percent completed returns were received 
from adults. 

GENERAL INFORMATION 


Median age of Minnesota heirs is in the 41 to 50 year category with 
the distribution as follows: 21 to 30, 49; 31 to 40, 70; 41 to 50, 91; 51 
and over, 172; no answer, 4. There were 174 males, 210 females, and 2 
did not answer. Three hundred and eight heirs reported having chil- 
dren with a total of 1,352. Two hundred and six heirs are heads of 
households; 362 are members of the tribe; 17 are not; and 7 did not 
answer. Median blood quantum is three-quarter with the distribu- 
tion as follows: fullbloods, 151; three-quarter bloods, 83; halfbloods, 
81; one-quarter or less Indian blood, 53; no Indian blood, 3; no 
answer, 15. One hundred and fifty heirs live on the reservation ; 228 
off; 8 did not answer. One hundred and eight heirs live on trust or 
restricted land, and of this number 24 live off the reservation. One 
hundred and twenty-five heirs received welfare assistance during 1958 
and of this number 60 lived off the reservation. 

One hundred and forty-two heirs answered the question concern- 
ing income and the median was in the $1,001 to $2,000 category. 
When the income statistics were tabulated for heads of house- 
holds only, we found the median income was still in the $1,001 
to $2,000 category. Comparison of median incomes for those 
heirs living on the reservation as compared to those living off estab- 
lishes that both have median incomes in the $1,001 to $2,000 range. 
Computing median incomes by blood quantum establishes that full- 
blood median is less than $1,000, while three-quarter and half-blood 
median income is between $1,001 and $2,000, one-quarter or less In- 
dian blood median is $2,001 to $3,000. 

Occupations of the heirs were reported as follows: 


Housewife 161 | Laborer 53 
Retired 28 | Logger. 12 
Clerk 5 | Federal Government employee.____ 4 
Farmer Unemployed 7 
Cook__.-_ 4| Factory worker. 3 
Woodsman 3} Auto mechanic 3 
Nurse___ 8 | Armed forces 3 
Pulp cutter. 8 | Machinist 2 
Guide 2) Trapper. 2 
Welder___ 2 | Barber. 2 
Heavy equipment 2 | Teacher 2 
Truckdriver. 2 | Carpenter. 2 
Busdriver 1 | Disabled 1 
Foreman 1} Arts and crafts dealer_____ 1 
Cement Finisher. 1| Minister 1 
Surgical technician 1 | Inspector 1 
Cabinetmaker 1| Railroad conductor 1 
Miner 1| Glass manufacturer. 1 
Precision assembler 1| Farmhand 1 
Sales manager 1| Dental assistant 1 
Custodian 1] Construction work 1 
Printer 1] Lumber scaler 1 
Bricklayer 1 | Stenographer 1 
Surveyor 1|Nurse’s aid 1 
Practical nurse 1| Maintenance 1 
Welder 1 
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INTERESTS IN HEIRSHIP LAND 


Heirs of the Minnesota Agency own 385 interests in heirship tracts 
and 43 of these are in public domain allotments. Twenty-two heirs 
live on heirship tracts in which they own an interest. Median age of 
this group is in the 41 to 50 year category; 15 are heads of households; 
21 are members of the tribe; se omy CH quantum is full; 14 live on 
the reservation; 10 received welfare assistance during 1958; median 
income is between $1,001 and $2,000; median income from heirship 
land is between $151 and $200 (with only 8 answering the question), 
none of the group farm or ranch the land, and 5 own other lands not 
in trust. 

Median income from heirship lands for all heirs reporting (102) is 
between $101 to $150, with the distribution as follows: $0 to $50, 40; 
$51 to $100, 10; $101 to $150, 9; $151 to $200, 6 ; $201 to $500, 17; $501 
to $1,000, 9; $1,001 to $2,000, 7; $2,001 and over, 4; no answer, 284. 
Thirty-three heirs visited some of their heirship lands in 1959; 86 
between 1958 and 1949; 9 between 1948 and 1939; 13 prior to 1939; and 
245 did not answer. Unfortunately it was not practical to tabulate 
those who had never visited their heirship interests at all, since this 
information was generally within the answer to one of the other 
questions, making it extremely difficult to tabulate. 

One hundred and sixty heirs lived within 300 miles of their interests, 
9 lived between 301 to 600 miles, 6 between 601 and 900 miles, 22 over 
900 miles, and 189 did not answer. 


ACTIONS 


None of the heirs ranch or farm heirship land, although 26 have done 
so within the past 10 years. Ninety-one heirs have attempted to dis- 
pose of heirship interests and 64 have succeeded. In 12 cases the heirs 
—— attempts to purchase their interests by the tribe and in 7 cases by 
other Indians. In those cases where some of their heirship interests 
have been disposed of only 10 went to the tribe. The heirs themselves 
report that in 16 cases they have tried to buy out other heirs. 


OPINIONS AND PROPOSALS 


Thirty-eight heirs plan to live on their heirship interests and 34 
lan to farm or ranch heirship interests in the future. When asked 
if they wanted to sell or exchange some or all of their interests in heir- 
ship lands, 43 wanted to sell or exchange some, 184 all, 90 none, and 69 
did not answer. Therefore a clear majority of those heirs answering 
the question want to sell or exchange. 
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One of the questions asked of the heirs was if they wanted the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs control removed from heirship land and 
why. One hundred and fifty-eight wanted Bureau control retained, 
93 wanted it removed, and 135 did not answer. Some of the reasons 
given for removing or retaining Bureau control were as follows: 


RETAIN BUREAU CONTROL 


* 33547 They can sell it for me better than I can. 
336386 I want to hold the land ; someday I may want to live on the land. 
33516 So I don’t have to pay taxes. 
33257 I’m afraid I'll lose it. 
33558 No politics involved, and they always get a fair price and turn down 
unfair offers. 
33370 Tax free. They sell the land heirship for you. 
33074 To let the Indian Bureau sell it for me. 
34336 Till they find a way to dispose of it and get my share. 
34400 Just to keep it and hold it. 
34246 I make our home on this land. 


REMOVE BUREAU CONTROL 


554 Under the present plan, I am unable to do as I want with the land 
with the present restrictions. 
33318 Because it isn’t enough land to bother with. 


34275 Because I could buy a home with the money I’d receive where best 
suited to live. 


33057 Because we have no control over sale of lands and their price, like a 
white man. 

33141 I would like to feel free as an individual to control my own property. 

34154 Each individual should take care of his own affairs. 

33751 Because I think I’m capable of handling my own affairs. 

33296 Indian Bureau is doing a poor job. 

32940 Because there is no work back there, and we never did get any 
benefit from the land. 

33939 Need money to improve present property. 


Question 26b asked the heirs if they would want their interests 
sold and the money divided. Two hundred and sixteen wanted all 
heirship interests sold, 26 wanted some, 32 none, and 112 did not 
answer. We have cross-tabulated the answers to this question by 
various categories, i.e., blood quantum, etc., to determine if there is any 
significant difference in the feelings of the heirs by category. 

26b. I would like to have the tract(s) of heirship land in which I own an 
interest sold and my share of the money paid to me. 

* Individual’s code number. 
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Categories Sell Sell None No 
all some answer 
Age: 
i 21to30 33 1 5 10 
31 to 40 50 2 4 14 
41 to 50 51 8 7 25 
@ 61 and over...... 81 15 16 60 
No answer. pre 1 0 0 3 
Total... 216 26 32 112 
Male... 97 10 17 50 
Female......--------------------------------000------2---2+ 119 16 15 60 
No answer. 0 0 0 2 
Total. 216 26 32 112 
Have children 
Yes. 168 22 26 92 
No... 46 4 6 16 
No answer. 2 0 0 4 
Total... 216 26 32 112 
Head of household 
Yes...--- 110 16 19 61 
No 100 10 12 47 
No answer. 6 0 1 4 
Total... 216 26 32 112 
Degree of Indian blood: 
fies 90, 17 9 35 
48 3 4 28 
44 3 ll 23 
or less. 25 2 7 19 
one 2 0 0 1 
No answer. 7 1 1 6 
Total... 216 26 32 112 
Live on reservation: 
Yes.. 80 13 15 42 
No 135 13 17 63 
No answer. 1 0 0 7 
Total 216 26 32 112 
Live on trust or restricted land: 
Yes..---------- 49 14 12 33 
No 141 10 16 64 
No answer 26 2 4 15 
Total_-_.. 216 26 32 112 
Live on heirship land: 
No answer. 6 1 1 20 
Total.... --- 216 26 32 112 
Income from heirship land: 
$0 to $50. 23 0 3 15 
$51 to $100 8 1 0 1 
$101 to $150 4 0 1 4 
$151 4 0 0 2 
$201 to $500 9 4 2 3 
$501 to $1,000. oe 4 1 2 1 
$2,001 and over-..--.--------------------------------------- 1 1 0 2 
No answet. . 157 19 24 84 
Total... 216 26 32 112 
Farm or ranch heirship land: 
Yes 0 0 0 0 
SRR 211 26 32 92 
No answer 5 0 0 20 
Total 216 26 32 112 
Own fee land 
42 7 9 13 
No...--.---- 129 16 19 57 
No answe?- 45 3 4 42 
Total. .....---------------------------------------------- 216 26. 32 112 
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An examination of the cross tabulation indicates there is not sig- 
nificant difference of opinion held by any of the particular groups 
cross tabulated. 

As a matter of interest we have cross tabulated question 25 con- 
cerning whether the heirs want to sell or exchange interests and 
question 26 concerning whether they want Bureau supervision re- 
tained with question 26b asking if they wanted all their interest sold, 
as follows: 


Question 26b: I would like to have the tract(s) of heirship land in which 
I own an interest sold and my share of the money paid to me. 


Sell all | Sellsome} None No 
answer 
26a. Retain Bureau control: 

83 16 17 42 
No answer. ..........-.- 70 5 2 58 
Total... 216 26 32 112 

25. Sell or exchange undivided interests: 
17 14 5 7 
ES 216 26 32 112 


Of those heirs wanting Bureau control retained the majority wanted 
their lands sold, and those heirs not answering the question also 
wanted their lands sold. Of the heirs that did not want to sell or 
exchange their lands in answer to question 25, 25 of them did ask 
that all their heirship interests be sold. There seems to be a feeling 
among many of the heirs that although they want the lands sold, they 
want it done by the Bureau of Indian Affairs and not by themselves. 

Question 26c asked if the heirs wanted all controls removed from 
their heirship lands so that the heirs themselves can handle it. Eighty- 
one want all controls removed, 153 do not, and 152 did not answer. 

Question 27 was an attempt to get the heirs to make suggestions 
to the Congress concerning a possible solution to the problem. The 

uestion was worded in such a way as to inform the Indians that pos- 
sible solutions had been offered in the past and four of these were 
listed, then space was left for the heirs to make any recommendations 
he wanted. ile the question was not intended to be one of multiple 
choice it was found that some heirs merely checked off one of the 
proposed solutions. Other heirs wrote in suggestions that coincided 
with one or the other of the suggested solutions. 

Forty-seven heirs felt that a simple majority of the owners should 
decide on its use and disposition, 20 felt that all heirship probates 
should be handled by State courts under State law, 19 felt that those 
owning more than half the tract should decide, and 16 wanted each 
heir given the opportunity to appeal to State courts for partition 
or sale. Some of the other suggestions made by the heirs include the 
following: 

* 33345 I think the land should be given to the heirs who is living on it, or 
who will live on it a prescribed number of years to establish ownership. 


33257 I would like to see the tribe as a whole acquire the land, with money 
furnished by the U.S. Government. 


1Individual’s code number. 
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$4154 I think the individual should take care of his own affairs. 

33296 Give each heir their share and let them do as they please with it. 

32940 I think they should settle with the Indians once and for all—there 
is just a few that really depend on the reservation—the ones too lazy 
to look for work. 

83939 I would suggest, sell. 

82933 You have the tools, use them. 

33698 Let the people handle their lands in the white man’s way. 

33575 I think Congress should issue fee simple patents to all landowners. 

33917 The heirship lands of the Minnesota Chippewa Tribe should be sold 
to individuals, who would pay a good price for the lands, but not to 
the Government, who does not pay a fair price for Indian lands. 

34789 Land should be divided among heirs instead of selling the whole 
tract. 

33749 Do away with all heirship lands and Indian Bureau, pay off in full 
and let Indian people live like the white people and not be wards 
of the Government. 

34012 Allotted lands should be purchased by the Government and each heir 
paid off. 


Question 28 asked if the heirs owned land that was not in trust. 
Of the 292 answering the question, 71 (approximately 24 percent) 
stated they owned lands in fee. Forty-seven had purchased the fee 
land, nine had inherited it, one had received a fee patent, and the rest 
did not state how they acquired the land. Median age of this group 
is in the 41- to 50-year category; 42 are heads of households; 66 are 
members of the tribe; 3 are not; 2 did not answer. Median blood quan- 
tum is one-half; 22 live on the reservation; 12 live on restricted land; 
19 received welfare assistance during 1958: median income is just 
about $3,000; median income from heirship land is between $101 and 
$200, and none farm or ranch the land. 

Question 29 was an attempt to draw from the heirs any and all 
problems concerned with their heirship land. The following are rep- 
resentative of the problems aindenaaaell by the heirs. 


432977 I wish the Indian Bureau would keep heirs more fully informed on 
land matters. Evidently they do not have the personnel t) keep us 
more informed of impending action, and, since land matters are in- 
creasingly more important, this is one phase of Bureau matters that 
has been sadly neglected. 

34156 I received a check in 1959 for the sum of $0.13. Would like to know 
what happened to the money they were to give us since 1934 or 1935. 

33238 It looks to me like that the way timber is selling and the price of 
land, we are not getting the value we should and never have. And 
another, how come some get it a year ahead. I know what timber is 
selling at and land, too. You know that we don’t know where this land 
is located. If it is swamp, lakeshore, or farmland. You don’t tell us 
that; why not. How many cord of post logs, etc., is on this land. Why 
not tell us; we have the right toknow. Also the price that it is sold for. 

33988 Joint heirs with our family are becoming scattered all over the 
United States and some have been lost track of, so the sooner the heir- 
ship lands are disposed of, the less complex it will be. 

34412 The Minnesota Chippewa Tribe of Bemidji, Minn., look through our 
files on who owns land here in Minnesota and they sell them without our 
permission, There was a lakeshore land sold at Squaw Lake by Cass 
Lake, Minn. There was four heirs to that, between my brother and I 
we were to get $700; we only got $320; where the rest went to we don’t 
know. I have the papers to show. I got only $160 and brother got 
8160. My uncle was to receive $700 alone. He only got $500 and he don't 
know where the rest went. There was also land sold near here, lake- 
shore. The man who bought it paid $2,500. We each received only 
$20 each. My brother, father, and I, Another man wanted to sell that 
for us. If we sued the parties do you think we could receive the rest of 


Individual’s code number. 


33979 


32909 


34421 


34502 


33149 
34433 


34377 
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our money for them? I have other lands that were sold without per- 
mission. Please write and let me know what you think about the land 
sold, and money received. Do you think we were cheated? 

I do not know how many tracts I own an interest in. When I did in- 
quire about it, I received no clear answer concerning said tracts of land. 
Is this information concerning land interest classified material? Or 
what is the proper procedure one should follow? This information 
seems to be top secret when anyone inquires about it. I sure would 
like to know a lot more about it. 

I had a share in some heirship land, originally belonged to or 
the first wife of who was my father, now deceased. I under- 
stand that this land located near the State experimental farm near 
Cloquet was sold, but I did not get any part of the money. 

I am a heir to my grandma’s lands. Her name is There 
were two lands that were sold. Did not receive any money, Due to 
minor’s. They are to many minor’s, and I don’t know how much 
land she had. I can’t get to the Indian office in Bemidji to find out 
if the land were sold. Couldn’t the money be put away for the 
minor’s until they come of age? 

If I have any land I would like to know. 

I do not have a special problem concerning my heirship land but 
I would like to give a suggestion concerning the older people of 
reservations who are unable to make a living for themselves and do 
own land. Let them have the benefits of some of their land sales 
instead of passing all of it on to heirs. The local agents of reserva- 
tions should take a survey of land owned by their residents and if 
older landowners are in need of financial assistance they should help 
them take steps to maybe sell all or part and the money be given 
them via monthly payments. In my case I know my Mother could 
have used her money and it would have made her life a bit more 
pleasant. Thanks to my brothers and sisters that still live in Min- 
nesota her later years were not one of struggle but she could have 
had a feeling of financial independence. I am one of eight children 
that are heirs to land in Minnesota. My Mother passed away in 
1955. She did not leave a written will, consequently everything went 
through Probate Court. All of us are married to non-Indians and to 
keep the land would create an heirship problem in years to come. 
Through of the Minneapolis area office we have sold as sales 
for our land have come up. Maybe this plan would not work in every 
case but I know I would have rather had my Mother get the benefits 
of her land sales. 

I own some land but I don’t know where it is. 

Here is one special problem I would like to bring to attention of 
the committee. On October 18, 1956, a hearing was held at Minne- 
apolis, Minn., of determining the heirs of my deceased father 
His estate was appraised at $1,386.31, a $25 probate fee was deducted 
from that amount. Now, what I cannot understand is why was so 
much of that money held in trust, as I am quite sure the other 3 
heirs could use that money just as much as I can. All I received for 
that land so far is $31.74. 

When our heirship land is up for sale, could it be possible to give 
a location of that allotment? Also some of the relations and friends 
that have left us lands, we do not know by their Indian names. When 
an allotment is up for sale could the Indian name also be given with 
the present name the person is called. For instance, an allotment 
sale letter will come like this: LL 1076 a 80 aeres has been requested 
sold (or similar), land belonging to Na-Na-fushu. Often the Indian 
name is used and we don’t know who they are; maybe like one a 17 
acres was sold of ours. It was a river site (very good). We 
had asked the other members of the family where this land was but 
none knew the exact location—all agreed to let us buy it (it was good 
white fishing). Later when we inquired at the Indian office, this land 
had been signed by all of us and sold with us getting $7 each. We 
did not any of us know where the land was we had signed to sell. It 
was worth much more than that, we thought. 


4 Individnal’s code number. 
60545—61—-vol. 1——-:26 
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My heirship land involves many heirs—over 100. It would be very 
difficult for use to dispose and contact all these people so we would 
need a lawyer and that would take much money. 

I received two or three checks from the Indian Office in Cass Lake, 
Minn. One check was over a dollar. Second check was 97 cents. The 
third check was less than 97 cents. I was told that was the last amount. 
I don’t understand anything about it. That’s why I cannot answer 
the questions. 

My grandfather’s estate to start with was an insignificant fund. 
Yet it has to be divided among his heirs, namely his five children. 
My mother’s share was allotted to her seven children—her heirs. 
The family was scattered around the United States and considerable 
correspondence was necessary to verify heirship, addresses, etc. Our 
inheritance of 50 cents apiece, after another series of correspondence 
finally was distributed for the sum of 1 cent. Considering the clerical 
work for such a ridiculous sum and the paper and postage besides, we 
are absolutely disgusted at the waste of money. If this is needed to 
collect 50 cents, what is involved if there is a significant inheritance. 

All our heirship land are not doing us any good laying idle. We 
would rather sell on all heirship land we hold once and for all. Heir- 
ship land is no good to any Indian if he cannot sell it. If the Indian 
Bureau says you cannot sell, well you cannot. I would suggest all 
heirship land be sold and give the Indians their money. 

The lands I have inherited are in so many pieces that its hard to do 
anything at all with them. It would be good if they could be put 
together or be sold and buy one piece of land. 

As I’ve stated, my share is so insignificant that it really doesn’t 
matter to me. 
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MUSKOGEE AREA OFFICE 


Questionnaires were mailed to 1,095 heirs of the Muskogee Area and 
completed returns were received from 478 (approximately 43 percent) 
from adults. 


GENERAL INFORMATION 


The median age of Muskogee heirs is in the 41 to 50 year category 
with the following distributions: 21 to 30, 76; 31 to 40, 120; 41 to 50, 
112; 51 and over, 163, and noanswer 7. Three hundred and eighty-five 
heirs reported they had children with a grand total of 1,350. Two 
hundred and sixty-seven heirs are heads of households, 193 are not, 
and 18 did not answer. Median Indian blood quantum for the area is 
full with 272 fullbloods, 55 of three-quarter Indian blood, 73 of one- 
half, 68 with one-quarter or less, and 1 with no Indian blood, and 9 
did not answer. Four hundred and forty-three heirs live off reserva- 
tions, 23 live on; 12 did not answer. However, 132 live on trust or 
restricted land, 324 do not, and 22 did not answer this question. It 
was found that 67 heirs received some form of welfare assistance 
during 1958 and 55 of this group live off the reservation. 

The question concerning 1958 income was answered by only 195 (of 
478) and the median was found to be in the $1,001 to $2,000 category. 
Income by residence on or off reservations is not meaningful in this 
area since there are so few reservations as such. However, income 
computed by degree of Indian blood indicates that fullblood income is 
between $1,001 and $2,000, median for three-quarter bloods is between 
$3,001 and $4,000, and the median for those of one-half and one- 
srs ad or less is in the $2,001 to $3,000 category. Computing income 

or heads of households we find the median is in the $2,001 to $3,000 
category. For the Five Civilized Tribes Agency this median was 
pay y. $1,001 and $2,000 whereas for Quapaw it was between $3,001 
and $4,000. 


INTERESTS IN HEIRSHIP LAND 


One of the questions asked the heirs was how many interests in 
heirship tracts did they have, how many reservations were these tracts 
located on and how many of the tracts were public domain allotments. 
It was found that many heirs could not answer the questions since they 
had no information concerning the extent of their holdings. How- 
ever, 225 heirs reported owning interests in 687 different tracts of heir- 
ship land which is an average of 3each. Forty-nine heirs stated their 
tracts were located on 93 reservations or roughly 2 each. Sixty-five 
heirs reported 180 of their interests were in public domain allotments. 

In the Muskogee Area 74 heirs live on heirship land in which they 
hold an undivided interest. Of this group 19 farm or ranch on the 
land; 59 are fullbloods; 21 received welfare assistance during 1958; 
median age is over 41; and 15 own other lands in fee status. Median 
income from heirship land for the area is between $51 and $100. Com- 
puted separately the Quapaw Agency heirs have a lower median which 
Is in the 0 to $50 category. The majority of heirs live within a day’s 
drive of their heirship land and have visited it during 1959. 
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ACTIONS 


Twenty-six heirs ranch or farm their heirship interests and 53 have 
done so within the past 10 years. Ninety-three heirs reported attempts 
to sell some of their heirship holdings and 65 (approximately 70 aol 
cent) were successful. Thirty-one atin have made attempts to buy 
out the other heirs. 

OPINIONS AND PROPOSALS 


One hundred and eight heirs plan to live on heirship land in the 
future and 99 plan to ranch or farm it. These statistics are overlap- 
ping to the extent that some heirs plan to do both and are therefore 
recorded in both totals. 

When asked if they wanted to sell or exchange some or all of their 
interests in heirship lence 34 said some, 59 all, 254 none, and 131 did 
not answer. Obviously, the majority of those answering do not want 
to sell or exchange any of their heirship land. 

Heirs were also asked whether they wanted the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs to continue supervision of heirship lands. The majority (258) 
of those who answered the question (345) wanted Bureau control con- 
tinued. Many of the heirs gave their reason for continuing or discon- 
tinuing Bureau control —e the text of these statements are printed in 
the agency analysis. 

Heirs were also asked if they wanted their heirship lands sold and 
the money distributed among them. Ejighty-nine wanted all the heir- 
ship land sold, 13 wanted some sold, 123 none, and 153 did not answer 
the question. Of the heirs answering a clear majority do not want any 
heirship lands sold. We have cross-tabulated the answers to this 
question by various categories; i.e., blood quantum, residence, and so 
forth, to determine if there is any particular pattern among the heirs 
wanting to sell the heirship land. 


26b. I would like to have the tract(s) of heirship land in which I own an 
interest and my share of the money paid to me. 


Categories Sell all Sellsome| None No an- 
swer 

Age: 
15 4 29 64 
+ 1 0 2 4 
89 13 123 253 

33 3 60 103 

Have children: 

N 1 29 43 
0 0 6 


Head of Household: 
rien 89 13 123 253 
t 
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Categories . Sell Sell None No 
all some answer 
Degree of Indian blood: 
Live on Reservation: 
89 13 123 253 
Live on trust or restricted land: 
71 9 74 170 
Live on heirship land: 
TOL 89 13 123 253 
Income from heirship land: 
Farm or ranch heirship land: 
Own fee lands: 
89 13 123 253 


An examination of the cross tabulation indicates that there are four 
categories of heirs where there is not a clear majority in favor of 
holding on to the heirship land. These categories are: (1) females; 
(2) three-quarter bloods; (3) one-half bloods; (4) one-quarter or less 
Indian blood; and (5) heirs not living on trust or restricted land, 
although in this category there were a large number of nonanswers. 

Question 27 was an attempt to get the heirs to make suggestions to 
the Congress concerning possible solutions to the problem. The ques- 
tion was worded in such a way as to inform the Indians that possible 
solutions had been offered in the past and four of these were listed, 
then space was left for the heirs to make any recommendations they 
wanted. While the question was not intended to be one of multiple 
choice, it was found that some heirs merely checked off one of the 
proposed solutions. Other heirs wrote in suggestions that coincided 
with one or the other of the proposed solutions. The written sugges- 
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tions are included in the agency reports and those heirs that checked 
one of the solutions were tabulated as follows: 17 felt the holders of 
a majority interest should determine the use and/or disposition of 
a tract; 47 felt that a simple majority should rule; 15 felt each heir 
should be able to appeal to State courts for partition or sale; and 25 
wanted all probates handled by State courts under State law. These 
statistics are given for informational purposes only and do not rep- 
resent an adequate guide in themselves to the heir’s opinion due to 
problems already explained. 

Of the 353 heirs in the Muskogee Area answering the questions, 93 
( os ganar won 26 percent) own other lands in fee status. Forty-nine 
had purchased the property, 13 inherited it, 3 received a fee patent, 
2 by gift, and 26 did not answer. 

The following tables provide a statistical breakdown of the perti- 
nent informational data Sonn the questionnaires. 
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MuskoGeEe AREA 
TaBLe I,—Age groups of heirs 


Agency 21-30 31-40 41-50 51 and over 


Five Civilized Tribes........- 42 65 172 108 
55 140 55 


163 


TaBLe II.—Heirs who have children and the total number 


Number 
of heirs 
who have 
children 


Total 
number of 


Agency 
children 


Five Civilized Tribes. 856 
Quapaw an 494 
Total 1, 350 


Tasie III.—Heads of households 


Agency 


Heads of 
household 


Not heads of 
household 


Total heirs 


173 


Five Civilized Tribes. 
Quapaw 


109 
84 


204 
184 


Total... 


193 


TasLe Degree of Indian blood 


Agency 


% 


Five Civilized Tribes. 
Quapaw 


Total 


1 Median. 


No answer | Total heirs 
7 204 
0 184 
76 120 1112 || 7 478 
1 Median, 
= 
P| Full- % Yor None No Total 
blood 7 less answer heirs 
1 237 33 16 2 0 6 204 
35 22 1 67 66 1 3 184 
1272 55 73 38 1 y 478 


| 


TaBLe V.— Residence of heirs 
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Agency 


Living on 
reservation 


Living off 
reservation 


Five Civilized Tribes... 


Quapaw 


Total. 


ll 
12 


1274 
1169 


294 
184 


1 443 


1 Majority of those answering. 


TABLE VI.—Heirs living on trust or restricted land 


Agency 


Do not live 
on trust or 
restricted 
land 


Total 
heirs 


Five Civilized Tribes... 
Quapaw 


Total. 


1166 
1158 


1324 


1 Majority answering. 


TaBLE VII.—Heirs who received welfare assistance during 1958 


Agency 


Received 
welfare 
assistance 

during 1958 


Live on 
reservation 


Live off 
reservation 


No answer 


Quapaw 


Total... 


51 
16 


145 


oo 


67 


1 Majority. 


TaBLE VIII.—1958 income reported by heirs 


Agency 0 to $1,001 to | $2,001 to | $3,001 to | $4,001 No Total 

$1,000 $2,000 $3,000 $4,000 | andover| answer heirs 
Five Civilized Tribes. ......... 44 124 5 21 189 294 
paw. 17 16 ll 117 29 24 184 
Sea See 61 140 22 22 50 283 478 


TaBLE [X.—Median income of heirs by residence on or off the reservation 


Agency 


0 to 
$1,000 


$1,001 to 
$2,000 


$2,001 to 
$3,000 


$3,001 to 
$4,000 


$4,001 and 
over 


Five Civilized Tribes: 
Living on__. 


Living off... 


Ww: 
iving on 


x. 


Living off. 


1 Only 1 heir living on the reservation answered the income question. 


ed 
of | No answer | Total heirs 
25 9 ~ 
ase = 3 
93 
ne 
nt, Live on 
trust or No 
ti restricted answer || 
1- land 
204 
6 = 
= 12 1 55 0 
350 
| 
+ 1 Median. oF 
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TaBLeE X.—1958 Income by degree of Indian blood! 


Blood quantum 0 to $1,001 to | $2,001 to | $3,001to | $4,001and}| ‘Total 

$1,000 000 $3,000 over 
40 299 ; 16 96 
4 6 1 25 12 28 
9 5 26 3 37 
Indian biood or less._...... 8 6 23 7 8 32 
61 2 39 21 29 50 193 


an. 


TaBLE XI.—1958 income for heads of households 


: a -guaecand include only those heirs answering both the income and blood quantum questions. 


$2,001 to 


$3,000 to 
$4,000 


0 to 


Agency 
$1,000 


$1,001 to 
$2,000 


and over 


$4,001 


No 


answer 


Total 


31 
ll 


115 2 
Ml 


17 


| 


99 173 
33 4 


42 24 


39 


1 Median. 


TaBLe XII.—Jnterests in heirship land 


Interests 
by tracts 


Total Number 
Agency heirs answering 


Reservations 
located 


Interest in 
public 
domain 


TaBLeE XIII.—Number of tracts in which the heirs hold an interest! 


Heirs 


Agency answering 


Number of 
tracts 


Average 
number of 
tracts 
per heir 


173 
52 


521 
166 


225 


687 


mark for an answer or stated they did not know. 


interests in heirship tracts 


' Many of the heirs did not know how many tracts they had an interest in and either placed a question 


TaBLeE XIV.—Number of reservations upon which the heirs have 


Heirs an- 
swering 


18 
31 


49 
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| =| =. 

Five Civilized Tribes | 
Quapaw, 

— 117 13 = | 132 267 

173 521 
Five Civilized Tribes...........- 294 18 33 
52 159 
52 166 
184 31 60 
13 21 

Agency Number of Ave 

reservations 


al 
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TABLE XV.—lInterests in public domain allotments held by heirs 


Agency 


Total heirs 


allotments 


159 
21 


180 


TaBLeE XVI.—Heirs residing on heirship 


Received 
welfare 
assistance 
(1958) 


16 
5 


21 


TABLE XVII.—Income from heirship land 


Agency 


0 to 
$50 


$51 to | $101 
to to 
$100 $150 


$151 
to 
$200 


$201 $501 
to 
$500 


$1,001 
to 
$2,000 


Five Civilized 


13 
2 


15 


1 Median. 


Taste XVIII.—Last visit to heirship land 


Agency 


During 
1959 ! 


Between 
1958 and 
1949 


Between 
1948 and 
1939 


Prior to 
1939 


233 


91 


1 First 6 months of 1959. 
2 Median. 


TaBLe XIX.— Distance heirs live from their heirship interests 


Agency 


0 to 300 
miles 


301 to 600 
miles 


601 to 900 
miles 


901 miles 
and over 


No answer 


1135 
153 


12 


18 


1188 


30 
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Interests in | Median ae 
Heirs an- pam number of 
swering omain interests a 
Five Civilized Tribes. 294 52 3.0 

478 65 = 2.7 
fond 
Py: Agency Live on | Ranch or Full- Age category | Own fee were 

heirship | farm it bloods land i 

land 
73 Five Civilized Tribes. 62 17 54 | 12 
.. 12 2 5 51 and over._- 3 
$2,001 | Noan-| Total 
and swer heirs 
over 4 
ul 22 6 6 2] 155 204 
Quapaw.......-.-- 114 3 1 4 2 1 0 157 184 Shs 
Total........| ‘81 12 26 8 7 a] m2) 
4 
Total 

Five Civilized 274 58 5 1 156 204 
0 
2102 7 3 275 478 
on 
Total 
heirs 
Five Civilized Tribes......--- 0 2 = 145 294 a 
2 3 = 108 184 
= 2 5 = 253 478 
| 1 Median. 
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TaBLE XX.—Heirs attempts to sell heirship land 


Heirs who 

have at- Those who 
tempted to were 

sell heirship 
lands 


Five Civilized Tribes 
Quapaw 


Total 


Agencies Sell all Sell some 


Five Civilized Tribes.......-...- ‘ 
89 


TaBLE XXII.—Heirs owning land in fee status 


Number Number 

Agency of heirs 0 

answering fee 
question 


Five Civilized Tribes- 229 60 
Quapaw. 124 33 


Total 353 93 


TaBLeE XXIII.—Heirs owning land in fee and method of acquisition 


Heirs own- 
ing land 
in fee 


Fee 
patent Inherit Gift 
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Percen 

Agency 

TaBLeE XXI.—Heirs opinions concerning the sale of heirship land 

None No answer | Total heirs 
5 194 152 294 
29 101 184 
13 1123 253 478 

Majority. 
Approximate 
26 
26 
No 
Five Civilized Tribes.......-- 60 1 23 7 2 2 
 cbicGiivsinicuitewedencee 33 2 21 6 0 4 
93 3 49 13 2 26 
i 
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Quapraw AGENCY 


Questionnaires were mailed to 630 heirs of the Quapaw Agency and 
184 (approximately 29 percent) completed returns were received from 
adults. 


GENERAL INFORMATION 


Median age of Quapaw heirs is in the 41 to 50 year category with 
the following distribution: 21 to 30, 34; 31 to 40, 55; 41 to 50, 40; 51 
and over, 55. There were 71 males and 113 females. One hundred 
and fifty-three heirs have children with a total of 494. Ninety-four 
heirs are heads of households, 181 are members of the tribe, 1 is not, 2 
did not answer. Median blood quantum is one-half with the distribu- 
tion as follows: fullblood, 35; three-quarter blood, 22; one-half blood, 
57; one-quarter or less Indian blood, 66; no Indian blood, 1; no 
answer, 3. Twelve heirs live on the reservation, 169 live off and 3 did 
not answer. Twenty-one heirs live on trust land, 16 received welfare 
assistance during 1958. Of those receiving welfare, six live on the 
reservation. 

Ninety heirs reported income and the median is in the $2,001 to 
$3,000 category. is includes income of all heirs, however, median 
income for heads of households is between $3,001 and $4,000. Since 
only one heir living on the reservation answered the income question 
no tabulation was made to compare on- and off-reservation incomes. 
Median income computed by blood quantum indicates the median 
for fullbloods is just about $3,000; for three-quarter bloods it is be- 
tween $3,001 and $4,000; for one-half bloods it is just about $3,000; 
ot for one-quarter or less Indian blood it is between $2,001 and 

000. 

Occupations of the heirs were reported as follows: 


Housewife 78 | Tool and die maker 
Farmer 8 | Jet aircraft mechanic 
Clerk 6 | Rancher. 
Salesman Office manager 
Service station Welder 
Painter 
Nurse 
Rubber worker 
Laborer 
Retired 
Federal Government employee... 
Practical nurse 
Waitress__ 
Miner 
Carpenter 
Self-employed 
Barber 
Construction foreman 
Checker (storage) 
Cab dispatcher 
Compressor operator. 
Field representative (aircraft 
company ) 
Telephone operator 


Roughneck (oilfield) 
Unemployed 

Disabled veteran 
Butcher 
Stenographer 
Secretary. 
Mechanic 
Timekeeper 
Railway Express Co. employee__-_- 
Truckdriver 
Real estate salesman 
Draftsman_- 
Order filler (?) 
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Electrician_ 
Nursing attendant 
Welder 
Grocery store 
Nurse’s aid 


Agricultural 
Truckowner. 
Technician (?) 
Auto assembly 
Checker (7?) 
Press operator 
Motel operator 
Bookkeeper 


INTERESTS IN HEIRSHIP LAND 


Heirs of the Quapaw Agency reported owning 166 interests in 
heirship estates and 21 of these were in public domain allotments. 
These statistics did not turn out as useful as anticipated since so 
many heirs did not answer the question or did not know the answer. 
Twelve heirs live on land in which they hold an undivided interest. 
Median age of this group is over 51: eight are heads of households; 
all are members of the tribe; median’ bleed quantum is one-half; 
seven live on the reservation; five received welfare assistance during 
1958; income was reported by only two and they both had less than 
$1,000; median income from heirship interests is less than $50 (only 
three answered) ; and two use the land for ranching and/or farming. 

Median income from heirship interests reported for all heirs (27 
reporting) is less than $50 with the distribution as follows: $0 to $50, 
14; $51 to $100, 3; $101 to $150, 1; $151 to $200, 2; $201 to $500, 4; 
$501 to $1,000, 2; $1,001 to $2,000, 1; no answer, 157. Twenty-eight 
of the heirs visited their land in 1959, 33 between 1958 and 1949, 2 
between 1948 and 1939, 2 at some time prior to 1939, and 119 did not 
answer. Fifty-three heirs lived within 300 miles of the land, 2 between 
301 and 600 miles, 3 between 601 and 900 miles, 18 over 900 miles, and 
108 did not answer. 

ACTIONS 


Two heirs ranch or farm heirship lands, and four report having done 
so within the past 10 years. Twenty-eight heirs have attempted to 
dispose of heirship interests and 19 succeeded. All but two of the 
dispositions were made to individuals. The two went to the tribe. The 
tribe has unsuccessfully attempted to purchase heirship interests in 
one case; other Indians have been unsuccessful six times. The heirs 
themselves have tried 11 times to buy out other heirs. 
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OPINIONS AND PROPOSALS 


Eighteen heirs plan to live on heirship land in the future, and 19 
expect to ranch or farm it. When asked if they wanted to sell or ex- 
change some or all of their heirship interests, 13 said some, 35 all, 
68 none, and 68 did not answer. 

One of the questions asked of the heirs was whether they wanted 
Bureau of Indian Affairs control removed from heirship lands. Sixty- 
two did not want the controls removed, 37 did, and 85 did not answer. 
Reasons given for retaining or removing Bureau controls are given 
in the fol Swink representative selection : 


RETAIN BUREAU CONTROL 


* 36394 Because of the mineral rights on the Osage and because I want the 

land kept as it is. 

36040 Because it is tax free now, and if the ban is lifted, we will have to 
pay taxes on our land. 

386015 To hold treaty obligations. 

36244 The Indian agency keeps an eye on our places for us and we are tax 
exempt. 

36003 The heirs are so many and so scattered it would be difficult to handle 
the land ourselves. 

36249 Because if the Government sold the tribal land, maybe I would get 
my share. 

36372 Tax purposes. 

REMOVE BUREAU CONTROL 


36268 They appraise land entirely too low and don’t show much interest 
in Indian affairs. 

36139 I believe that among our tribe we could handle our problems. 

36402 Assimilation is long overdue, remove all control to expedite the above 
assimilation. 


36377 It seems the Indians are considered white now a days, so why need an 
Indian Bureau. 

36058 I am capable of handling my own interest. 

36159 I believe that those with a high school education or better could 
better take care of their holdings. 

36048 I think that I as well as many more Indians are capable and should 
be allowed to do with their land what they want without so much 
unnecessary redtape. 


Question 26b asked the heirs if they would want their interests 
sold and the money divided. Forty-six wanted all their heirship lands 
sold, 8 wanted some, 29 none, and 101 did not answer. We have cross 
tabulated the answers to this question by various categories, i.e., blood 
quantum and so forth to determine if there is any significant differ- 
ences of opinion among various groups. 

26b. I would like to have the tract(s) of heirship land in which I own an 
interest sold and my share of the money paid to me. 


1 Individual’s code number. 
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Categories Sell all Sell Sell No 
some none answer 
to. 90 9 1 6 18 
31 to 40 Rnjicis 17 1 6 31 
7 4 7 22 
51 and over. nat. = 13 2 10 30 
46 29 101 
Sex: 
Male. __ 21 1 ll 38 
25 7 18 63 
Total... 46 101 
Have children 
Yes... a 38 7 25 83 
0 0 0 0 
Total... ise 46 8 29 101 
Head of household: 
Yes... 24 5 16 49 
20 3 13 48 
2 0 0 4 
Total... 46 8 29 101 
of Indian blood 
4 3 ll 17 
21 1 6 29 
0 0 0 1 
No answer. 1 0 0 2 
Total... 46 8 29 101 
Live on reservation: 
Yes_. wd 2 1 2 7 
No answer-- 0 0 3 0 
Total. 46 29 101 
Live on trust or restricted land: 
2 1 7 11 
No answer 0 0 1 + 
Total... 46 s 29 101 
Live on heirship land: 
Yes... 2 1 5 4 
43 7 24 79 
No answer--_- 1 0 0 18. 
Total. 46 29 101 
Income from heirship Jand: 
$0 to $50___. 1 2 6 5 
$51 to $100_. 0 1 2 0 
$101 to $150 inl 0 0 1 0 
$151 to $200 0 0 2 0 
1 to $500 7 0 1 2 1 
$1,001 to $2,000. _- 0 0 0 1 
$2,001 and over ‘: 0 0 0 0 
44 4 15 94 
one 46 8 29 101 
Farm or ranch heirship: 
0 1 1 2 
46 7 27 81 
0 0 1 18 
Total. 46 8 29 101 
Own fee lands: 
» 7 1 12 13 
46 8 29 101 
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An examination of the cross tabulation develops some rather inter- 
esting information. Although the overall eo of opinion indi- 
cates a majority of those answering want all the heirship land sold, 
the following groups do not want their heirship lands sold : fullbloods, 
heirs living on trust lands, heirs living on heirship, heirs farming or 
ranching heirship, heirs owning other lands in fee, and those with 
incomes from heirship lands ranging from $101 to $2,000. 

As a matter of interest we have cross tabulated question 25 concern- 
ing whether the heirs want to sell or exchange interests and question 
26 concerning whether they want Bureau supervision retained with - 
question 26b asking if they wanted all their interests sold, as follows: 


Question 26b: I would like to have the tract(s) of heirship land in which 
I own an interest sold and my share of the money paid to me. 


Sell all Sell some None No answer 
26a. Retain Bureau control: 

‘TES 26 1 3 7 
OE EEE 10 3 3 69 
Total. 46 8 29 101 

25. Sell or exchange undivided interest: 
2 7 2 2 
1 26 32 
4 0 0 64 
Total. 46 8 29 101 


Of those heirs wanting the Bureau to retain control, 14 wanted all 
or some of their heirship lands sold. Thirteen heirs not answering 
the question of continued Bureau control wanted some or all of their 
interests sold. It is also interesting to note that nine heirs not wantin 
to sell or exchange any interest and two only wanting some, preferre 
the Bureau sell all their heirship lands. Evidently, some heirs want 
the land sold, but do not want to handle the sale themselves. This 
seems to be substantiated by the fact that when asked if they wanted 
all controls removed from the land, 33 said yes, and 50 no. 

Question 27 was an attempt to draw from the heirs suggestions to 
the Congress concerning possible solutions to the problem. The ques- 
tion was worded in such a way as to inform the Indians that possible 
solutions had been offered in the past, and four of these were listed, 
then space was left for the heir to make any recommendations he 
mania While the question was not intended to be one of multiple 
choice, it was found that some heirs merely checked off one of the pro- 
posed solutions. Other heirs wrote in suggestions that coincided with 
one or the other of the suggested solutions. Twenty-five heirs wanted 
a majority of the heirs to determine the use and/or disposition of 
the land, nine wanted all heirship probates under State courts and 
State laws, four preferred that heirs owning more than half the 
tract determine its use or disposition, and three wanted each heir to 
have the right to appeal to State courts for partition or sale. Some 
of the heirs wrote in that everything should be left as it is, whereas 
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the following extracts were selected because they suggested ways of 
solving the problem. 


* 36088 Sell an Indian land and divide the money to tribe members. 
36430 My suggestion is to sell the land for the benefit of some of the heirs. 
36408 I think a scholarship fund should be set up to educate the Indians 
in the future from any money received. 
36391 The heirship land should be partitioned to each heir. 
36023 Sell it. 
36323 Make it possible to sell the land to an Indian or the Tribe. 
36109 Let each person have control of his own share. 


Question 28 asked if the heirs owned land that was not held in trust. 
Of the 124 heirs answering the question, 33 (approximately 26 per- 
cent) stated they did own land in fee. Twenty-one purchased the 
land, six inherited it, two were issued patents in fee, and the others 
did not state how they acquired it. Median age of this group is in 
the 41 to 50 year category; 19 are heads of households; all are mem- 
bers of the tribe; median blood quantum is one-half; one received wel- 
fare assistance during 1958; median income is between $3,001 and 
$4,000 (17 answering) ; three live on heirship land; median income 
from heirship land is between $51 and $100; and two ranch or farm 
heirship land. 

Question 29 was an attempt to draw from the heirs any and all prob- 
lems connected with their heirship lands. It was worded in very 
general terms and brought forth various problems. The following 
extracts are representative of the problems encountered. 


* 36040 I think that these lands should be appraised and their rents brought 
up to where they should be, their farmland rents for as little as pasture- 
land. 

36268 My uncle died in 1945 leaving 50 acres of land at , Okla, 
One-half went to his sister. The other half to myself and my three 
brothers and three sisters. His sister, , is the only one that has 
collected any rent from the place. Which is supposed to be handled 
by the Indian agent at Miami, Okla. I wrote two times and can’t get 
a reply. I’ve wrote to Washington two times; they refer me to Mr. 

, Indian agent at Miami, Okla. The matter should be investi- 
gated. sister was supposed to get funeral expenses out of the 
rent. That was 14 years ago. 

36288 Yes, I have a problem. Please help me to get this one-sixth undivided 
interest which I now have interest. In this deceased Potawatimi Indian 
allottee . located in the . which I heired from This 
allotment comprises 80 acres of land and this allotment now leased by 

of . Kans. For a 5-year term. Beginning March 1, 1958, 
this land was formerly leased for $175 a year, but now raised to $210 
a year by this advertisement. I’m a one-half Quapaw, one-half Seneca 
Indian, but I’m a fullblood Indian in both tribes. I’m a Seneca allottee 
only of 1902 allotment act. I desire to have this one-sixth interest share 
of mine partitioned away from the rest of the heirs. There seems to 
be 15 heirs in this allotment so I could operate it as I wish without in- 
terfering with the rest of the heirs. As in this condition it is very diffi- 
cult to do anything with it. I desire to keep this land for in case of 
emergency use. For sake my family heirs. Yours, . 

35981 I own a one-ninth interest in a very small plot of land. It seems to 
me that if all Government restrictions are lifted it would be only fair 
and proper as far as my business with this particular plot of land is con- 
cerned. If Indians do not know how to transact a business deal or 
look out for their own interest, then it is high time they learned. 

36038 These land tracts have been rented out, am wondering where the rent 
— went. Would like to have tracts sold and money divided among 
all. 


1 Individual’s code number. 
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36168 Bureau of Indian Affairs does not do a good job of informing heirs of 
their rights. Explanations I have received have been too technical or 
else they did not contain enough information. BIA tends to assume that 
heirs have a background of knowledge of the pertinent laws and regula- 
tions. For example, I don’t yet know the status of funds inherited from 
my mother. I don’t know whether or not the money is drawing interest 
or how I go about drawing it out if I need it. I don’t know whether the 
land I own is earning any mining royalties or not. In short, BIA doesn’t 
explain anything. 
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Questionnaires were mailed to 465 heirs of the Five Civilized Tribes 
Agency and 294 (approximately 20 percent) completed returns were 
received from adults. 


GENERAL INFORMATION 


Median age of the heirs is between 41 and 50 years, with the distribu- 
tion as follows: 21 to 30, 42; 31 to 40, 65; 41 to 50, 72; 51 and over, 
108; no answer, 7. There were 128 males and 162 females with 4 not 
answering. ‘Two hundred and thirty-two heirs have children with a 
total of 856. One hundred and seventy-three are heads of households, 
277 are members of the tribe, 9 are not and 8 did not answer. Median 
blood quantum is full with the following distribution: Fullblood, 237, 
three-fourths blood, 33; halfblood, 16; one-fourth or less Indian blood, 
2; no answer, 6. Eleven heirs live on the reservation, 274 live off, 9 
did not answer. One hundred and eleven live on trust land, and of 
this number nine live on the reservation. Fifty-one heirs received 
welfare assistance during 1958, and of this number six live on the 
reservation. 

One hundred and five heirs answered the question concerning in- 
come and the median was in the $1,001 to $2,000 category. When com- 
puted for heads of households, we find them to be in the same median 
income category. Median incomes both for those heirs living on 
the reservation and those living off was in the same income category. 
Computed by blood quantum the fullblood median was in the $1,001 
to $2,000 category, but the three-quarter blood and halfblood median is 
in the $2,001 to $3,000 category. 

Occupations of the heirs were reported as follows: 


Housewife 112 | Retired 12 
Farmer Unemployed 4 
Clerk 3 
Farm labor 4| Laundress 2 
Cook Factory worker 2 
Nurse 2| Carpenter 2 
Welder Dishwasher. 2 
Government employee. 2) Meter repairman 1 
Truckdriver Minister 1 
Head, accounting department_____ 1 | Machinist 1 
Miner 1| Stenographer 1 
Typist 1| Linotype operator. 1 
Aircraft hydraulics tester__.__.--- 1} Rancher 1 
Corporation president 1} Custodian 1 
Teacher ing 1| Nurse’s aid 
Construction work 1| Roofer 1 
Glass work 1| Aircraft mechanic 1 
Spotter 1| Machinist helper 1 
Candy spinner 1} Armed services 
TV repairman 1| Engineering draftsman 1 
Laborer 39 


as ty Courts of the State of Oklahoma approve the conveyances of inherited 
snd ionttiee oil and gas leases, of members of the Five Civilized Tribes. Also the 
district courts of Oklahoma have jurisdiction to allow partitionment of inherited lands, 
either in kind or by sale.” Letter from area director, April 30, 1959. 
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INTERESTS IN HEIRSHIP LAND 


Heirs of the Five Civilized Tribes own interests in 542 undivided 
estates, and 91 of these are public domain allotments. Sixty-two heirs 
live on land in which they hold an undivided interests. Median 


2S of this group is in the 41 to 50 category, 45 have children, 35 are heads 
e of households, 59 are members of the tribe, median blood quantum is 
full, 16 received welfare assistance during 1958, median income is in 
the $1,001 to $2,000 category, median income from heirship interests 
is between $51 and $100, 17 farm or ranch the land, and 12 own other 
lands in fee. ; ; 
1- Median income from heirship interests for all heirs reporting 
ry (139) is in the $51 to $100 category, with the distribution as follows: 
ot $0 to $50, 51; $51 to $100, 28; $101 to $150, 11; $151 to $200, 13; $201 to 
a $500, 22; $501 to $1,000, 6; $1,000 to $2,000, 6; $2,001 and over, 2; no 
8, answer, 155. Seventy-four heirs visited some heirship lands in 1950, 
n 58 did so between 1958 and 1959, 5 between 1948 and 1939, 2 prior to 
i, 1939 and 119 did not answer. Unfortunately it was not practical to 
d, tabulate those who had never visited their heirship interests at all, 
9 since this information was generally found within the answer to one 
of of the other questions, making it extremely difficult to tabulate. One 
d hundred and thirty-five heirs live within 300 miles of their heirship ie 
1e interests, 2 between 601 to 900 miles, 12 over 900 miles and 145 did not : 
answer. 
n- ACTIONS 
of Twenty-four heirs ranch or farm their heirship interests and 49 
yn have done so within the past 10 years. This indicates a decrease of 
y. approximately 50 percent in the use of heirship lands by the heirs. 
1 Sixty-five heirs have attempted to dispose of some heirship interests 
is and 46 have succeeded. Most dispositions were made to individuals 
with only two to the tribe. The tribe has made eight unsuccessful 
attempts to purchase the interest of heirs, and other individuals have 
been unsuccessful four times. The heirs themselves have made 20 
e attempts to purchase the interests of other heirs. 
OPINIONS AND PROPOSALS 
- Ninety heirs plan to live on heirship land in the future and 80 _~ 
2 intend to ranch or farm it. When asked if they wanted to sell or 
1 exchange some or all of their interests in heirship lands, 21 answered 
1 some, 24 all, 186 none, and 63 did not answer. Therefore a majority 
: of those answering do not want to sell or exchange any of their heir- 
1 ship interests. 
1 ne of the questions asked of the heirs was if they wanted Bureau 
1 of Indian Affairs control removed from heirship land and why. One 
; hundred and ninety-six wanted the Bureau to retain control, 50 wanted 
1 the control removed, and 48 did not answer. Some of the reasons given 
1 for retaining or removing control of the Bureau were as follows: 
RETAIN BUREAU CONTROL 
* 34793 a not close around my land, that’s why agency have to take care 
0 
= 34523 Ts retain eligibility of my children to benefit from Government 
ds, etec., and to insure proper handling of any future 
eases, ete. 


1 Individual’s code number. 
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85248 Because all the heirs are so far apart, we can’t get together. 

35934 Because I’m uneducated, not able to transact real estate. 

24583 Because I cannot pay tax. 

35467 Protection and feel Government is obligated to do so as long as there 
is Indians alive. 

35943 In my experience with the 
just and I wish them to continue. 

35334 For we don’t understand all the rules and regulations. 

34658 Free of taxes not eligible or competent to transact land business. 

34792 Because it a better protection for the Indian. 


they have always been fair and 


REMOVE BUREAU CONTROL 


34746 I feel capable of operating my own lands. 

353883 I feel I should take my share and place in the State in which I live, 
control is good for some but I feel capable. 

35255 I’m capable of taking care of my own business. 

35442 So we can sell it without so much expense. 

35469 “ Because they always in the way and think they know more and we 

on’t. 
35419 Individuals should have privilege to sell to whomever he pleases. 
35106 I want to control it myself. 


Question 26b asked the heirs if they would want their interests 
sold and the money divided; 43 wanted all the heirship land 
sold, 5 wanted some sold, 94 did not want any sold, and 152 did not 
answer. We have cross-tabulated the answers to this question to de- 
termine if there are any significant differences of opinion held by 
specific categories of heirs, i.e., blood quantum, residence, etc. 


26b. I would have to have the tract(s) of heirship land in which I own an 
interest sold and my share of the money paid to me. 


nd 


ve, 


we 
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Categories m Sell Sell None 
all some 
Age: 
Sex: 
Hav 
of household: 
Indian blood: 
No 0 0 0 
Live on reservation: 
trust or restricted land: 
Totel.. isi 43 5 v4 152 
heirship land: 
43 5 152 
heirship land: 
ee 28 1 40 86 
2 0 9 13 
40 5 82 121 
1 0 3 18 
43 5 Ot 152 
15 0 19 26 
22 5 67 75 
6 0 s 51 


405 
re 
| 
| 
| 
| 
ts 
is 
1d 
ot 
| 
e- | 
by 
an | sg 
| 
4 
be 


406 INDIAN HEIRSHIP LAND STUDY 


An examination of the cross-tabulation reveals there are no signifi- 
cant differences of opinion held by heirs in various categories. Those 
with one-quarter or less Indian blood are evenly divided but since 
there are only two in this category it was not considered to be signifi- 
cant. 

Question 26c asked if the heirs wanted all controls removed from 
their heirship lands so that the heirs themselves can handle it. 
Fifty-four wanted the controls removed, 148 wanted them retained, 
and 92 did not answer. 

Question 27 was an attempt to draw from the heirs suggestions 
to the Congress concerning a possible solution to the problem. The 

uestion was worded in such a way as to inform the Indians that pos- 
sible solutions had been offered in the past and four of these were 


listed, then space was left for the heirs to make any recommendations 
pw wanted. While the question was not intended to be one of mul- 


tiple choice it was found that some heirs merely checked off one of the 
pro solutions. Other heirs wrote in suggestions that coincided 


with one or the other of the suggested solutions. Twenty-two heirs 
felt that a simple majority of the heirs should determine its use and/or 


disposition, 16 felt all heirship probates should be settled by State 


courts and State law, 13 wanted heirs owning more than half the tract 


to determine its use and/or disposition, and 12 wanted each heir to 
have authority to appeal to State courts tor sale or partition. Some of 
the other suggestions made included the following: 


+ 35688 There should be an immediate legal partition of the land under the 
supervision of the State laws and each individual dispose his or her 
part as deemed feasible. I advocate a complete removal of all restric- 
tions from Indians, except the very illiterate. 

34696 I think it would be wise and time saving if the signature of one was 
sufficient for all. 

34959 Release restrictions from Indian property and let them handle or 
sell at their price. 

34794 Let all heirs see about his or her share you can’t trust brother or 
sister some time. 

85550 Give area director authority to lease. 

35332 Turn the Indians loose and they will progress faster. 

33849 If there is any chance of selling the land I'd prefer it sold. 

84658 Would like to have the Indian office buy out small interests and put 
ownership under only those holding large interests. The Government 
to be repaid by taking not more than 1.4 of rentals each year until all 
of debt paid. 

34746 I feel that most Indians of the Cherokee Tribe could handle their 
own affairs. 

83575 I think Congress should issue fee simple patents to all landowners. 

33749 Do away with all heirship lands and Indian bureaus, pay off in full 
and let Indian people live like the white people and not be wards of 
the Government. 

34012 ate lands should be purchased by the Government and each heir 
paid off. 

83257 I would like to see the tribe as a whole acquire the lands with money 
furnished by the U.S. Government. 

33345 I think the land should be given to the heir who is living on it, or 
who will live on it a prescribed number of years to establish ownership. 


Many other suggestions were made such as leave the situation the 
way it is, all heirs should sign, etc. Since these other suggestions 
called for no change they were not extracted. However, it must be 
kept in mind that the majority of the heirs answering did not want 


1 Individual’s code number. 
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the lands sold and that the extracts above necessarily represent those 
Indians wanting to sell, who are in the minorit 

Question 28 asked if the heirs owned lan ‘that was not held in 
trust. Of the 229 heirs answering the question, 60—approximately 
26 percent—do own lands in fee, 28 purchased the lands, 7 inherited 
them, 2 received them as a gift, 1 was issued a fee patent, and the 
others did not answer. Median age of this group was about 50, 37 
are heads of households, 57 are members of the tribe, median blood 
quantum is full, 1 lives on the reservation, and 18 live. on trust lands, 
8 received welfare assistance during 1958, median income is just 
about $2,000, 12 live on heirship land, median income from heirship 
interests is $51 to $100, 7 ranch or farm heirship land, and 17 plan to 
live on heirship interests in the future. 

Question 29 was an attempt to draw from the heirs any and all prob- 
lems concerning their heirship lands, The following extracts are 
representative of the problems mentioned : 


*35018 = My problem is afar I hope, but for those who may be contemplating 
settling their heirship property there should be a quicker method of 
doing it. Our old house just rotted away before we could legally get at 
it and do any repairs on it. The fence burned out and it grew up in 
shrubs and scrub oak, etc., while we were waiting for court action. It 
just takes too long to get things done. 

35078 Bureau is keeping control of portion of the heirship land. Before the 
heir can lease the land, we have to bring the lessee before the Bureau to 
be approved which is unnecessary chaos. 

35229 If I have an interest in any heirship land, I don’t know anything about 
it. My mother passed away when I was quite small, and I was never 
around my father, so I don’t know too much about what, if any, if my 
parents owned an interest in any property. Whatever the Indian 
department thinks is best for the tribe, I’m for it. 

34858 I would like to see all heirship land turned loose where you can do 
what you want. You can’t collect damages or do anything unless you 
go through the department and that takes too much of your time and 
trouble. 

35062 Sometimes it is difficult to know whether heirship land has been sold 
or not. There are two or three deceased persons whose land I am heir 
to but cannot find out whether it has been sold or not. 

35769 I don’t know how much land I now own and I have tried through the 
Indian Bureau to find out how much I own and where it is located. 
If there is any land left it would be best to sell all of it. 

35569 The question of heirs, for instance, my grandmother didn’t leave any 
will but she does have 10 grandchildren—no living children. My mother 
is deceased, also my aunt. I should think that just us 10 grandchildren 
should inherit her land—her common law husband died, too—but there 
is somebody sueing or should I say bringing action for half her land. 
For myself I don’t know who they are or if they are related to me. I 
know this is getting to be very common. I do wish something could be 
done about these kinds of problems, too. 

34780 When the Government takes care of your property for you they fail 
to give you substantial information so as an individual you may learn 
of what transaction is being transacted. Therefore, those that need to 
learn about their business I find it very difficult for any of them to 
learn. I believe the Government should only be an adviser and let the 
individual learn his own business and, therefore, will soon be able to 
handle his own business with no supervision. 

35113 I have been told, by people that live in the town I was born, my sister 
and I had heirship land. 

If this is true, I don’t know. But I would like to find out. Would it 
be possible for me to? We’ve all received per capita payments from 
something, but don’t know why. I would certainly appreciate it if you 
could possibly tell me how I could find out about this. 
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Have son and would like to have money from land or interest to buy 
home. I do not own home and have hard time paying rent. 

Yes, both of my inherited properties have producing oil wells on them 
and are located in two different counties but one oil company purchases 
the oil and sends the check to the Indian office for disbursement to 
heirs. We do not receive no statement as to which one of the two fields 
the payment is made from or nothing in the way indicating the gross 
production or gross value which I feel is valuable information to me 
personally. I have attempted an inquiry at the Indian office about it 
to no avail. Are we entitled to know these problems, rather informa- 
tion? I never know whether I am receiving one payment or both in one, 
and also from which one of the properties. Do you think I am breaking 
the law or rule if I ask to see the records that is being kept at the 
Indian office pertaining to my affair? 

Yes, but we do not owe no kind of land-as we are the heirs of Rogers 
Ticho, Choctaw roll No. 2347 and Norris John now Tisho Choctaw, roll 
No, 2835. All the land were sold before their death. 

What part of the land they owe, I do not know, and where? Let me 
know more about this information. 

Yes, I am the State of Mississippi Choctaw Indian, I have a 
restrictions allotted land. I have 100—A, in McLain County Oklahoma, 
I have a two well has been completion on land since last January 
1959. Oil corporation has lease and drill, and six pipelines crossing 
my field, and, haven’t got any thing out of my land property there. 

In having heirship land and mineral rights, if we could buy and sell 
or do whatever we wish we could, we could get ourselves business or 
maintain property of income and being as it is, either we want to sell 
to purchase other benefit, the buyers or leasers are hindered because 
of going through Indian department. So I think our rights should be 
maintained and I think every one knows right or wrong, fair and 
unfairness among Indians and we are capable to take care of our own 
business, 
den don’t know what this is all about. I never did own a land in my 

e. 

I receive a very small oil royalty each month. Since last October 
direct payment was stopped and now my checks goes into the Indian 
office at Muskogee, and it takes about 2 months before my money reaches 
me, when before I would receive it one day after it was mailed out 
from the oil company. It has been explained to me that all direct pay- 
ments are being stopped until now most people I know drawing royal- 
ties are still being paid direct from the oil companies. 

Do you suppose I can be removed from restriction? I need this 
money, and can’t see why it should be held up so long. 

In 1936, I got a notice from the inheritance office saying I had $300 
coming to me through inheritance. But when I asked for it I was told 
I didn’t have any at my Indian office. This money was supposed to 
be sent there from the inheritance office. This goes on all the time. 
Sometimes I get a few dollars from the Indian office, but I don’t remem- 
ber signing anything or selling any land or timber. My mother was 
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Questionnaires were mailed to 3,482 heirs of the Phoenix Area 
and 635—approximately 18 percent—completed returns were received 
from adults. 

GENERAL INFORMATION 


Median age of heirs in the Phoenix Area is 41 to 50 years with the 
following distribution: 21 to 30, 94; 31 to 40, 117; 41 to 50, 128; 51 
and over, 278; no answer, 18. Four hundred and seventy heirs re- 

rted having children with a grand total of 1,708. Of the 616 

eirs answering the question the majority—374—were heads of house- 
holds. Median Indian blood quantum for the area is full with 566 
full bloods, 15 of three-quarter blood, 31 of halfblood, 12 of one- 
quarter or less Indian blood, 2 with no Indian blood, and 9 did not 
answer. The majority of heirs in the Phoenix Area live on the reser- 
vation—476 on, 147 off, 12 did not answer; 371 live on trusts or 
restricted land, 209 do not, and 55 did not answer. 

Welfare assistance was received during 1958 by 123 heirs and 102 
of this group live on the reservation. lsedian income during 1958 
for the Yoon in this area was less than $1,000. Agency by agency 
we find that Colorado River, Papago, Pima, and San Carlos were in 
the less than $1,000 income category, while Nevada was in the $1,001 
to $2,000 category and Uintah and Ouray was just on the border 
between these two categories. It was interesting to note that of the 
635 heirs returning questionnaires, fully 402 did not answer the in- 
come question. When incomes were tabulated by residence on or off 
reservations it showed a generally higher income for those living off. 
Pima agency was the one exception to this. At Colorado River we 
find the on-reservation group with incomes of less than $1,000 while 
those living off are in the $3,001 to $4,000 category. At Nevada the 
on-reservation heirs have a median income in the $1,001 to $2,000 
catagory while those living off are in the $3,001 to $4,000 category. 
At Papago and Uintah, and Ouray the on-reservations group are In 
the less than $1,000 category and those living off are in the $1,001 to 
$2,000 category. Computing income by blood quantum for the 
Phoenix area indicates that full-blood median is less than $1,000, 
median for those of three-quarters Indian blood is just about $4,000, 
halfblood is between $2,001 and $3,000, and those of one-quarter or 
less Indian blood have a median income of $3,001 to $4,000. Income 
was also computed for heads of households and we find that Colorado 
River, Papago, Pima, and San Carlos are in the less than $1,000 cate- 

ry, while Nevada and Uintah and Ouray are in the $1,001 to 

2,000 category. 
INTERESTS IN HEIRSHIP LAND 


One of the questions asked the heirs was how many interests in 
heirship tracts did they have, how many reservations were the tracts 
located on, and how many of the tracts were public domain allot- 
ments. It was found that many heirs could not answer the questions, 
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since they had no information concerning the extent of their holdings. 
However, 432 heirs reported holding undivided interests in 1,762 
tracts, or an average of 4 each. Seventy-one heirs own interests in 
tracts located on two reservations. One hundred and forty-two of 
total tracts in which heirs own an interest are public domain allot- 
ments. 

In the Phoenix Area 127 heirs live on tracts in which they hold an 
undivided interest. Of this group, 34 ranch or farm the land, 118 
are fullbloods, 28 received some form of welfare assistance during 
1958, the majority are over 51, and 9 own other lands in fee status. 
Median income from heirship land for the area is in the $101 to $150 
category. By agency we find that Nevada, San Carlos, and Uintah 
and Ouray are in the $0 to $50 category, while Colorado River, Pa- 

ago, and Pima are in the $101 to $150 category. The majority of 
hare answering the question have visited their heirship lands in the 
past 10 years and live within a day’s drive (300 miles) of the land. 


ACTIONS 


Thirty-nine heirs now ranch or farm heirship land in which they 
hold an interest, and 55 have done so within the past 10 years. Fifty 
heirs reported attempts to sell some of their heirship interests, and 
25 (50 percent) were successful. Percentage of success by agency was 
85.7 percent at Colorado River; 75 percent at Papago; 66.6 percent 
at Pima ; 50 percent at Uintah and Ouray ; 26.6 percent at Nevada, and 
at San Carlos 1 heir reported making such an attempt and was un- 
successful. 

OPINIONS AND PROPOSALS 


One hundred and twenty-six heirs plan to live on heirship land in 
the future, and 127 plan to ranch or farm heirship land. ese fig- 
ures are overlapping to the extent that obviously some heirs intend 
to do both. When asked if they wanted to sell or exchange some or 
all of their heirship interests, 46 said some, 71 all, 465 none, and 53 
did not answer. Obviously, then, the majority do not want to sell 
or exchange any of their heirship interests. The majority—476— 
heirs want Bureau of Indian Affairs control over heirship land con- 
tinued. Fifty-six wanted such controls removed, and 103 did not 
answer the question. The text of statements by the heirs concerning 
why they wanted such controls retained or removed are contained in 
the agency reports following. 

Heirs were also asked if they wanted all heirship lands sold and the 
money divided among them. Again a majority—283—of those an- 
swering did not want the heirship lands sold. Ninety-seven stated 
they wanted all the heirship lands sold, 40 wanted some sold, and 283 
did not answer the question. We have cross-tabulated the answers to 
this question by various categories, i.e., blood quantum, residence, etc., 
to determine if there is any particular pattern among the heirs want- 
ing the land sold, as follows: 
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26b. I would like to have the tract(s) of heirship land in which I own an 


interest sold and my share of the money paid to me. 


Categories Sell all | Sellsome} None No an- 
swer 
Age 

21 to 30 _— 9 6 31 47 

49 12 93 119 

Sex: 

Have children: 

Head of household: 

Total. ‘ 95 38 213 279 
Degree of Indian blood: 

95 38 213 279 

Live on reservation: 
Live on trust or restricted land: 
44 20 57 83 
6 3 13 33 
95 38 213 279 
16 54 49 
78 29 155 200 
1 1 4 30 
95 38 213 279 

0 24 q 41 53 

7 4 22 34 

6 2 20 13 

$151 to $200__ me 1 1 17 16 

$201 to $500__. en ea 3 6 37 35 

$501 to $1,000 - 0 1 23 9 

0 1 1 5 

$2,001 and over....... 1 0 3 6 

No answer... 53 14 49 108 
Total.__. 95 38 213 279 

Farm or ranch heirship land: 

14 4 18 22 

80 34 190 234 

Total_...... 95 38 213 279 

Own fee land: 

77 31 138 131 

No answer. 8 4 58 133 
Total. 95 38 213 279 
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An examination of the cross-tabulation indicates that those of one- 
quarter or less Indian blood want all the heirship land sold, five to 
two, those of half Indian blood want to sel] some or all, and those 
of three-quarter blood are tied with five wanted to sell some or all 
and five not wanting to sell any. Heirs not living on trust or restricted 
land want to sell some or all of the heirship land—64 to 57. 

Question 27 was an attempt to draw from the heirs suggestions to 
the Congress concerning possible solutions to the problem. The ques- 
tion was worded in such a way as to inform the Indians that possible 
solutions had been offered in the past and four of these were listed, 
then s was left for the heirs to make any recommendations he 
wanted. While the question was not intended to be one of multiple 
choice it was found that some heirs merely checked off one of the 
pro solutions. Other heirs wrote in suggestions that coincided 
with one or the other of the suggested solutions. Fifty-one heirs 
felt that those owning the majority interests in the tract should deter- 
mine its use and/or onitien: 42 felt that a simple majority of the 
heirs should decide, 7 wanted each heir given the right of appeal to 
State courts for sale or partition, and 28 felt that all heirship probates 
should be handled by State courts under State law. These statistics 
are only valuable for general informational purposes since the heirs 
differed in interpretation of the question. Many other heirs wrote 
in suggestions concerning possible solutions to the problem and these 
are printed within the agency reports. 

our hundred and thirty-two heirs answered the question concern- 
ing ownership of lands in fee status and 45—approximately 10 per- 
cent—do own such lands: 10 had purchased the land, 7 had inherited 
it, 2 received it through fee patents, 2 by gift, and 24 did not answer 
the question. 

The following tables were prepared to place in proper perspective 
by area office the informational data from the individual returns. 


PHOENIX ARBA 
TaBLe I.—Age groups of heirs 


21-30 51 and over | No answer | Total heirs 


San Carlos 
Uintah and Ouray 


Se 


TaBieE II.—Heirs who have children and the total number 


Number 
of heirs 
who have 
children 


Agency 
Colorado River. 46 149 lll 2 250 
17 121 39 1 82 
22 13 1 54 10 107 
21 130 44 2 117 
8 115 25 2 69 
1128 278 18 635 
1 Median. 
Total 
Agency number of 
children 
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Taste IIlI.—Heads of households 


Not head of 
household 


102 
28 


32 
51 
3 
26 
242 


TaBLE IV.— Degree of Indian blood 


Agency 


Full- 


% 


% 


4 or 
less 


Noro 


on 


TaBLeE V.— Residence of heirs 


Living on 
reservation 


Living off 
reservation 


| Majority of those answering. 


TaBLe VI.—Heirs living on trust or restricted land 


Live on 
trust or 
restricted 
land 


Do not live 
on trust or 
restricted 
land 


Total__ 


Ril 


Majority answering. 


413 
1e- 
8 7 107 
le 
he 
irs | blood answer | heirs 
h Colorado River....-.----.---..| 1228 12 9 1 0 250 ce 
to | 5 0 0 0 117 
eS 19 1 0 0 0 10 
es Uintah and Ouray-.--......... 160 3 2 1 1 69 rs 
Median. 
Agency No answer | Total heirs 
1 86 14 7 107 
Set 18 2 0 10 
Total. 1 476 147 12 635 
px 
250 
07 A No Total 7 
Uintah and 24 1 36 69 
| 200 | 635 
of 
620 
279 
708 4 
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TasLe VII.—Heirs who received welfare assistance during 1958 


Agency 


Received 
welfare 
assistance 

during 1958 


Living on 
reservation 


Living off 
reservation 


No answer 


1 Majority answering. 


TaBLeE VIII.—1958 income reported by heirs 


Agency 0 to $1,001 to | $2,001 to | $3,001 to | $4,001 No Total 

$1,000 $2,000 $3,000 $4,000 | and over| answer heirs 
Colorado River....-.---------- 156 18 3 9 12 152 

canteens 120 6 4 3 4 80 
14 0 0 0 1 5 
Uintah and Ouray....-.-..-..- 113 3 2 5 3 43 
1127 39 16 25 26 402 


Taste 1X.—Median income of heirs by residence on or off the reservation 


Agency 


0 to 
$1,000 


$1,001 to 
$2,000 


001 to 
35,000 


$3,001 to 
$4,000 


$4,001 and 
over 


ving 
and Ouray: 


ving on... 


Living 


1 None of the heirs answering the income question lived off the reservation. 
TaBLeE X.—1958 income by degree of Indian blood ' 


Blood quantum 


0 to 
$1,000 


$1,001 to 
$2,000 


$2,001 to 
$3,000 


$3,001 to 
$4,000 


$4,001 and 
over 


37 
0 
2 
0 


39 


25 


: = statistics include only those heirs answering both the income and blood quantum questions. 
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123 1 102 0 
50 
82 
07 
17 
10 
69 
1 Median. 
Colorado River: 
Nevada: 
Papago: 
Pim ving x 
San Carlos: 
2122 14 19 17 209 
1 1 22 4 
3 21 2 3 ll 
0 0 22 1 3 
2 126 16 25 | 231 


5828 


| les 
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TaBLeE XI.—1958 income for heads of households 
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Agency 0 to $1,001 to | $2,001 to | $3,001 to | $4,001 No Total 
$1,000 $2,000 and over| answer 

Colorado River. --...-.--.--..-- 142 15 3 7 ll 64 142 
Se rote 8 12 4 2 3 32 51 
115 4 2 4 1 42 68 
113 2 3 2 3 43 66 
12 0 0 0 1 3 6 
Uintah and Ouray--.-.-.----.--- 7 13 1 4 3 23 41 
187 26 13 19 22 207 374 


TaBLE XII.—lInterests in heirship land 


Interests 
by tracts 


Reservations 
located 


Public 
domain 


Agen Total Number 

= heirs answering 
208 
Colorado 250 
45 
62 
107 . 
68 
117 93 
il 
8 
41 
Vintah and 69 


1,130 


142 


171 


204 


106 


114 


17 


21 


TaBLE XIII.—Number of tracts in which the heirs hold an interest ' 


Agency 


Heirs 
answering 


Average 
tracts per 
heir 


Colorado River 


Total. 


1, 762 


mark for an answer or stated they did not know. 


heirship tracts 


1 Many of the heirs did not know how many tracts they had an interest in and either placed a question 


TaBLE XIV.—Number of reservations upon which the heirs have interests in 


Heirs an- 
swering 


Number of 
reservations 


Average 


0 
0 
e 1 Median. 
239 | 
= 
52 
|| 4 
102 
12 
= 
6 
Number of 
tracts 
Papago. 62 171 2.7 
: Agency 
43 52 1.2 
a 
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Taste XV.— Interests in public domain allotments held by heirs 


Interests in - Median 
number of 
omain interests « 
allotments 


TaBLe XVI.—Heirs residing on heirship 


Received 
Full- welfare 
bloods assistance 

(1958) 


28 


1 Actually median age at Uintah and Ouray is between the 4] to 50 category and the 51 and over. 
Taste XVII.—Jncome from heirship land, 1958 


$51 to | $101 | g2or | $501 | $1,001 
to to to to 


Agency to 
$100 $2,000 


46 
2 
4 
1 


1 
4 
68 


Taste XVIII.—Last visit to heirship land 


Between Prior to 
1948 and 1939 
1989 


San Carlos 
Vintah and Ouray 


1 Ist 6 months of 1959. 
2? Median. 


416 
Agency “Total heirs | Heirs an- 
swering 
250 50 81 1.6 
82 6 17 2.8 
107 4 12 3.0 
10 5 6 1.2 
635 81 142 1.7 
Live on Ranch or Age category Own fee 
land 

Colorado River... 61 4 58 9 | 51 and over___- 0 
31 19 31 7 | 51 and over___. 2 
16 2 16 5 
0 0 0 0 
Uintah and 3 6 3 | 51 and over 0 

0 to $2,001 | Noan-!| Total 

and swer | heirs 

over 
Colorado River- _-- 51 122 20 59 23 0 0 29 250 
Nevada...........- 120 1 0 1 0 0 1 57 82 
, == sae 13 13 1 2 3 5 x 68 107 
27 113 12 13 8 1 1 31 117 
; San Carlos___...__- 13 0 0 0 1 0 0 5 10 
Uintah and Ouray - 116 2 2 2 3 1 0 39 69 
weal. ..35i-: 130 141 35 77 38 7 10 229 635 
1 Median. 
Between Total 
Agency 1959 ! 1958 and No answer heirs 
1949 

Colorado River-_......---.--.-- 50 266 4 1 129 250 
13 219 3 0 47 82 
32 230 2 4 39 107 
23 2 36 6 0 52 117 
Ea: OF: 13 222 2 0 32 69 
_ ee 131 2179 17 6 302 597 


~ 
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Taste XIX.— Distance heirs live from their heirship interests 


Agency 


301 to 600 


601 to 900 
miles miles 


901 miles 
and over 


No answer 


San Carlos 
Uintah and Ouray 


8 


TaBLeE XX.—Heirs attempts to sell heirship land 


Heirs who 
have at- 
tempted to 
sell heirship 
lands 


Cen 


Zz 


ele 


! The Census Bureau tabulation indicates that 1 heir attempted to sell heirship land and 3 succeeded. 
Since this was quite confusing a reexamination of the returns was made and it was found that 3 heirs sai‘? 
they had not attempted to sell heirship interests and then went on to indicate they were successful in 
selling some. We have therefore changed the Census statistics and entered these 3 heirs as answering yes 


to the question. 


TaBLe XXI.—Heirs’ opinions concerning the sale of heirship land 


Agencies 


Sell some 


No answer 


1 Majority of those answering. 


TaBLeE XXII.—Heirs 


owning land in fee status 


Number 
of heirs 
answering 
question 


Number 
owni 
fee 


San 
Uintah and Ouray 


60545—61—-vol. 1——-29 


0 to 300 =Total 
Colorado River............--- 1 188 2 5 49 250 
151 1 1 28 82 

Pims. 183 4 2 21 117 

18 0 1 1 10 

131 1 2 28 69 

1431 = 8 | 12 161 635 

Median. 

Those who | Percentage 
Agency were of success es 

successful 

0 

2 ‘olorado River- 7 6 

| 
al 
250 Sell all None | Total heirs 
107 
117 14 4 1114 250. 
69 124 5 25 107 
— 13 5 151 117 
635 12 2 2 10 
Uintah and Ouray-.-.-..-----.--- 118 16 15 69 a 
97 40 1215 635 
250 Agency | Approximate 
82 percentage 
107 
117 
10 
66 13 19.6 
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TaBLe XXIII.—dHeirs owning land in fee and method of acquisition 


Heirs own- Fee No 
Agency as _ patent Purchase Inherit Gift answer 
ee 
Colorado River. .......-...-..- 8 0 2 1 0 5 
© 13 1 3 3 1 5 
Papago. . 3 0 0 1 0 2 
14 1 3 1 0 19 
0 0 0 0 0 0 
Uintah and Ouray...-......... 7 0 2 1 1 3 
et Ee 45 2 10 7 2 24 


1 An examination of the returns indicate that some of the Pima heirs were evidently confused by the 
question and had heirship land in vw when they said yes to ownership of land in fee. It is reasonable to 
q 


assume that at least the 5 


uestion concerning method of acquisition do own lands in fee. 


ver 
Cortorapo River Agency 
5 
4 Questionnaires were mailed to 839 heirs of the Colorado River 
Agency and 250 29 percent) completed returns were 
ee received from adults. 
24 GENERAL INFORMATION 
the Median age of Colorado River heirs is in the 41- to 50-year category, 


with the distribution as follows: 21 to 30, 42; 31 to 40, 46; 41 to 50, 49; 
51 and over, 11; no answer, 2. There were 109 males and 141 females. 
One hundred seventy-eight heirs reported having children with a 
total of 620. One hundred forty-two heirs are heads of ean 
245 are members of the tribe, 5 are not. Median blood quantum is ful 
with the following distribution : fullbloods, 223 ; three-quarter bloods, 
5; halfbloods, 12; one-quarter or less Indian blood, 9; no Indian blood, 
1. Two hundred and one heirs live on the reservation and 192 live on 
trust or restricted land. Of the 192 living on trust land, 183 are within 
the reservation boundaries. Thirty-seven heirs received welfare assist- 
ance during 1958, and 28 of this number live on the reservation. 
Ninety-eight heirs answered the question concerning income and the 
median is less than $1,000. When median income is tabulated for 
heads of households we find it is still less than $1,000. Median income 
for heirs living on the reservation is less than $1,000 whereas for heirs 
living off the reservation it is between $2,001 and $3,000. Although 
there were not many heirs of less than full blood reporting, it was 
interesting to note that while fullblood median income was _ te than 
$1,000, three-quarter median was over $4,000, halfblood median was 
between $3,001 and $4,000, and one-quarter or less Indian blood median 


was over $4,001. 

Occupations of the heirs were reported as follows : 
Housewife. _....... 116] Laborer 
Retired____ 23 | Farmer__- 14 
_._. 2| Disabled 2 
Practical nurse 1 
1} Federal Government employee_____ 1 
1 | Busdriver 1 | 
1 


INTERESTS IN HEIRSHIP LAND 


Heirs of Colorado River have 1,130 interests in undivided heirship 
lands and 81 of these are public domain allotments. 
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Sixty-one of the heirs live on heirship lands in which they own an 
interest. The median age of this group is over 51; 39 are heads of 
households; all are members of the tribe; all but 2 are fullbloods; 9 
received welfare assistance during 1958; median income was less than 
$1,000; median income from heirship interests is between $151 and 
$200; 4 ranch or farm the land; and none own other lands in fee. 

Median income from heirship land for all heirs is between $101 and 
$150. Fifty-one heirs visited their heirship interest in 1959, 65 be- 
tween 1958 and 1949, 4 between 1948 and 1939, 1 prior to 1939, and 
129 did not answer. Although only 51 stated they visited their heir- 
ship land in 1959, 61 stated they lived on it. While these statistics 
seem to be inconsistent, they are accounted for by heirs not answering 
the some questions. One hundred and eighty-eight heirs lived within 
300 miles of their heirship interests, 6 lived between 301 and 600 miles, 
2 between 601 and 900 miles, 5 over 900 miles, and 49 did not answer. 
Unfortunately, it was not practical to tabulate those heirs who had 
never visited their heirship interest at all, since this information was 
generally within the answer to one of the other questions, making it 
extremely difficult to tabulate. 


ACTIONS 


Four heirs ranch or farm heirship interests and 11 have done so 
within the past 10 years. Seven heirs have attempted to dispose 
of heirship interests and six succeeded. Half of the lands disposed 
of went to the tribe and half to individuals. In two cases heirs re- 
ported unsuccessful attempts by the tribe to purchase their interests. 
Five of the heirs have attempted to buy out other heirs to the tract. 


OPINIONS AND PROPOSALS 


One hundred and sixty-two heirs plan to live on heirship tracts in 
the future and 66 plan to ranch or farm the land. When asked if they 
wanted to sell or exchange some or all of their interests in heirship 
lands, 6 said some, 9 all, 226 none, and 9 did not answer. One of 
the questions asked of the heirs was if they wanted Bureau of In- 
dian Affairs control retained or removed from heirship land and 
why. ‘Two hundred and nineteen wanted the Bureau to retain con- 
trol, 12 wanted the control removed, and 19 did not answer. Some of 
the reasons given for retaining or removing control were as follows: 


RETAIN BUREAU CONTROL 


* 36995 They have always done their best to fulfill the needs of the Indian. 
36979 For some of us who cannot live there to check our lands often, it is 
best for someone who can. 
36882 Insufficient income. 
36637 I am unable to work the land and so the Indian Bureau has it under 
lease. 
“86785 Less danger of losing lands. 
36820 Do not have an economic unit of land. 
36630 I am not economically self-sufficient. 
37364 Because of financial aid received and trained personnel provided for 
our guidance, 
37266 We prefer Government control as we want to keep outsiders out. 
36861 Because I am Mexican, born in Mexico. 
37189 Education limited, better protection from Bureau. 
36774 Not to pay tax. 


2 Individual’s code number. 
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REMOVE BUREAU CONTROL 


36659 If we're to live as we have before we'd never get out of the rut we're 
in and we'd never make progress for our people of the future. 

37227 I believe that by handling the lands ourselves we'd understand the 
problems of the world and make a better living for ourselves. 


36906 It’s about time we are on our own self-government—tribe. 
36625 I feel that we should do as we please without someone telling us 
what to do. 


36721 Because I’m not a farmer and don’t intend to be one. 


Question 26b asked the heirs if they would want their interests 
sold and the money divided. Fourteen wanted all the lands sold, 4 
some, 114 none, and 118 did not answer. Therefore, a clear majority 
of those answering did not want any heirship lands sold. We have 
cross-tabulated the answers to this question by various categories—i.e., 
blood quantum, heirship income, etc.—to determine if there is any 
significant differences of opinion among the various groups of heirs. 


26b I would like to have the tract(s) of heirship land in which I own an 
interest sold and my share of the money paid to me. 


Sell 
all 
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Categories Sell Sell None No 
all some answer 
Live on heirship land: 
Income from heirship land: 

Sarre 4 2 23 22 
3 0 18 25 

Farm or ranch heirship land: 
12 4 106 116 
Own fee land 
14 4 114 118 


An examination of the above tabulation indicates the only ercup 
wanting to sell the heirship land by majority opinion are those wit 
one-quarter or less Indian blood. 

Question 26c asked if the heirs wanted all controls removed from 
their heirship lands so that the heirs themselves can handle it. Sixteen 
heirs wanted the controls removed, 146 did not, and 88 did not answer. 
Question 27 was an attempt to draw from the heirs suggestions to 
the Congress concerning a possible solution to the problem. The ques- 
tion was worded in such a way as to inform the Indians that possible 
solutions had been offered in the past, and four of these were listed, 
then space was left for the heirs to make any recommendations he 
wanted. While the question was not intended to be one of multiple 
choice it was found that some heirs merely checked off one of the pro- 
posed solutions. Other heirs wrote in suggestions that coincided with 
one or the other of the suggested solutions. Twenty-three heirs felt 
that those owning more than half the tract should determine its use 
and/or disposition, 11 felt that more than half the heirs should deter- 
mine this, 2 wanted each heir to have authority to appeal to State 
courts for sale or partition, and 2 wanted all heirship probates settled 
under State laws f State courts. Some of the heirs asked that noth- 
ing be changed cad the situation continue as it is. Other suggestions 
made include the following: 

* 36659 Everyone who owns land or any property should always have a will 
made for his or her heirs. Always made for the benefit of the person 
or persons. 

36906 I think it’s up to the tribal members and its council and chairman to 
decide upon this matter, to decide what to do. 


36827 I feel each and every one should be able to sell or lease his share, if 
he or she so desires. 


1 Individual’s code number. 
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87355 I would like to sell my share myself if I wanted to, without any other 
heir’s signature. 

36965 All heirship land should be grouped together so we may own a 10-acre 
tract or 40 acres to one person instead of 10 in one tract of land. 

37107 Wills made and the tract be given to immediate family in case of 
no will. 


Question 28 asked if the heirs owned land that was not held in 
trust. Of the 118 heirs answering the question, 8 (approximately 4 
percent) own lands in fee. 

Median age of heirs owning fee land is in the 41- to 50-year category, 
six are h of households, seven are members of the tribe and one 
is not, median blood quantum is full, four live on the reservation, three 
live on trust lands, one received welfare assistance during 1958, median 
income is about $2,500, and none live on heirship land. 

Question 29 was an attempt to draw from the heirs any and all 
complaints concerning their heirship lands. It was worded in very 

neral terms and brought forth different types of problems. The 

ollowing extracts are representative of the problems encountered. 


137164 When all have signed an acceptance to a land sale, with the exception 
of only one individual, what can be done or how can a problem like this 
be worked out? 

37361 I would like my share partitioned so I could use it as I like. 

37276 That which I have acquired are small and scattered and not profitable 
for farming. 

36676 Yes. I wish to have higher rent of my heirship land; also get our 
deeds to our land ready for us. 

37040 Reallot lands for me and my chidlren. As we are now we haven't 
wee speak of. It sure is a problem, not even enough to plant a little 
garden. 

87338 The homestead in Somerton, Ariz., about 10 acres, was leased for 5 
years. The lease is now up but have received no money at any time. 
This was my father’s and mother’s. Is this heirship land. 

36636 Too many heirs on one piece of small land. You can’t determine which 
piece of it is yours. Besides you don’t get very much from heirship 
land anyway. 

36951 At the present time I am not able to sell my heirship land because 
of the fact that all heirs must file their consent to the sale. I would 
like to be able to sell my share in order to get the use of the money 
while I am still living. 

36850 Yes. Since my father has all the legal papers of our land(s), it’s 
pretty hard for me to know what or how much heirship I own since 
I am only 21 I have no papers of any kind. So if the Indian Bureau 
should or would send out papers showing our heirship in lands this 
would help us younger men and women know what to do about our 
lands if anything should come. 

37354 I think that the land has been rented too cheaply. 


1 Individual’s code number. 
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Nevapa AGENCY 


Questionnaires were mailed to 408 heirs of the Nevada Agency and 
82—approximately 20 percent—completed returns were received from 
adults. 

GENERAL INFORMATION 


Median age of Nevada heirs is in the 41-to-50-year category with 
the following distribution: 21 to 30, 4; 31 to 40, 17; 41 to 50, 21; 51 
and over, 39; no answer, 1. There were 42 males, 39 females, and 1 
did not answer. Sixty-seven heirs have children with a total of 279. 
If we consider that each heir has a spouse or other close relative, there 
is a potential 361 people who will share in the estates of the 82 heirs 
answering this questionnaire. Fifty-one heirs are heads of house- 
holds, 75 are members of the tribe, 3 are not, and 4 did not answer. 
Median blood quantum is full with 64 fullbloods, 7 three-quarter 
bloods, 10 halfbloods, and 1 did not answer. Fifty-eight heirs live on 
the reservation, 22 off, and 2 did not answer. Forty-four stated they 
lived on trust or restricted land and 27 received welfare assistance 
during 1958. Thirty-eight of those living on trust land and 23 of the 
heirs receiving welfare assistance live on the reservation. 

Twenty-six heirs answered the question concerning income and the 
median is just about $2,000. It is interesting to note here that while 
the median for all heirs is about $2,000, the median for heads of house- 
holds is between $1,001 and $2,000. Median income for those heirs 
living on the reservation is between $1,001 and $2,000, whereas for 
heirs off the reservation it is between $3,001 and $4,000. There were 
very few three-quarter and one-quarter bloods answering the income 

uestion but a tabulation indicates that fulblood median is about 
1,000, whereas for three-quarter bloods it is just about $4,000 and for 
halfbloods it is about $2,000. 

Occupations of the heirs were reported as follows: 

Housewife. 
Retired 
Farm labor 
Laundress Federal Government employee 
Disabled Ranch hand 


Teacher Heavy equipment operator 
Operating engineer 


Carpenter 
Garage owner Unemployed 


INTERESTS IN HEIRSHIP LAND 


Heirs of the Nevada Agency hold interests in 142 tracts of land and 
17 are public domain allotments. 

Eleven heirs live on land in which they hold an undivided interest. 
Median age of this group is in the 41-to-50-year category, eight are 
heads of households, nine are members of the tribe (one is not, one did 
not answer), median blood quantum is full, four received welfare 
assistance during 1958, median income is less than $1,000 (only six 
th median income from heirship land is $50 (only four 
pate , six ranch or farm the land, and two own other lands in 

ee status. 
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Median income from heirship land for all heirs reporting (25), is 
less than $50, with the distribution as follows: $0 to $50, 20; $51 to 
$100, 2; $101 to $150, 1; $201 to $500, 1; $2,001 and over, 1. irteen 
heirs have visited heirship lands in 1959, 19 between 1958 and 1949, 
3 between 1948 and 1939, and 47 did not answer. It was not practical 
to tabulate those who had never visited their heirship interests at all, 
since this information was generally within the answer to one of the 
other questions, making it extremely difficult to tabulate. Fifty-one 
heirs live within 300 miles of their heirship interests, one lives bet ween 
301 and 600 miles, one between 601 and 900 miles, one over 900 miles, 
and 28 did not answer. 

ACTIONS 


Six heirs ranch or farm lands in which they hold an undivided inter- 
est and four others have done so in the past 10 years. Fifteen heirs 
have attempted to dispose of some heirship interests in the past and 
four have been successful. The tribe has been unsuccessful in six 
attempts to purchase interests of heirs, and other Indians have been 
unsuccessful in seven attempts. Nine heirs reported unsuccessful 
attempts on their part to buy out other heirs. 


OPINIONS AND PROPOSALS 


Twenty heirs plan to live on heirship land in the future and 22 plan 
to ranch or farm their interests. When asked if they wanted to sell 
or exchange some or all of their interests in heirship lands 11 said 
some, 28 all, 28 none, and 15 did not answer. Therefore, the majority 


want to sell or some or all. 


One of the questions asked of the heirs was if they wanted Bureau 
of Indian Affairs control removed or retained and why. Thirty-seven 
heirs wanted the Bureau to retain control, 18 wanted it removed, and 
27 did not answer. The following are representative selections indi- 
cating reasons given for both points of view : 


RETAIN BUREAU CONTROL 


*37599 At the present Indians are not paying taxes on these lands. If I did 
I would lose it for taxes. 
7834 Maybe some day I’ll go back and take over my heirship land. 

37702 Since land is nonproductive at present, if the Indian Bureau should 
relinquish control of the land the taxation would be prohibitive, the land 
will eventually revert to the States for nonpayment of taxes. 

37610 I have no knowledge of the piece of real estate. 

387780 Because I don’t want to pay taxes on worthless land. 

37651 To keep from paying taxes. 

37739 No money to pay taxes. 


REMOVE BUREAU CONTROL 


37551 Because the Indian Bureau will not get me anything out of the land. 

87725 Because by year I only get $3. 

37673 Because as it is, a person cannot buy a piece of land; there are too 
many owning a small portion. 

37730 The land is useless to anyone as long as another person cannot sell 
or trade his share. He cannot consolidate his farming, trade, or sell. 

37501 So we can sell it at any time. 


Question 26b asked the heirs if they would want their interest 
sold and the money divided. Twenty-six wanted it all sold, 8 wanted 
Some sold, 8 none, and 40 did not answer. Therefore the majority 


2 Individual’s code number. 
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answering the question want all the heirship land sold and the money 
distributed among the heirs. We have cross tabulated the answers 
to this question by various categories; i.e., blood quantum, heirship 
income, etc., to determine if there is any significant differences of 
opinion held by the various groups. 

26b I would like to have the tract(s) of heirship land in which I own an 
interest sold and my share of the money paid to me. 


Sell 
all 
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Categories 


One heir receiving more than $2,001 a year from his heirship inter- 
ests did not want to sell any (he was the only one in that category). 
In all other categories the majority want to sell some or all. It is 
interesting to note that, while in most categories the majority want to 
sell all, there are certain exceptions. The exceptions are (1) heirs 
between the ages of 31 and 40, (2) heirs living on the reservation, 

3) heirs living on trust land, and (4) heirs living on heirship land. 
these categories, while a majority want to sell some or all as opposed 
to those not wanting to sell, there is not a majority for selling all. 

As a matter of interest we have cross-tabulated question 25 concern- 
ing whether the heirs want to sell or exchange interest and question 
26 concerning whether they want Bureau supervision retained with 
question 26b asking if they wanted all their interests sold as follows: 


Question 26b: I would like to have the tract(s) of heirship land in which I 
own an interest sold and my share of the money paid to me. 


26a. pee Bureau control: 


25. Sell or exchange undivided interests: 
Yes, some... 
Yes, all 


This cross-tabulation shows that the majority of heirs who wanted 
Bureau of Indian Affairs supervision of heirship land continued, still 
wanted the lands sold. Heirs who did not answer the question were 
still in the majority for selling the land. The heirs may feel that 
they themselves do not want to handle the selling of their own lands 
but are in favor of the Bureau doing so. 

Question 26c asked if the heirs wanted all controls removed from 
their heirship lands so they and the other heirs can handle it them- 
selves. Twenty wanted the controls removed, 27 did not, and 35 did 
not answer. This would seem to substantiate the thought that Nevada 
heirs do not want to control the lands at all but do want them sold. 
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Question 27 was an attempt to get the heirs to make suggestions 
to the Congress concerning a possible solution to the problem. The 
question was worded in such a way as to inform the Indians that pos- 
sible solutions had been offered in the past, and four of these were 
listed, then space was left for the heirs to make any suggestion he 
wanted. While the question was not intended to be one of multiple 
choice, it was found that some heirs merely checked off one of the 
proposed solutions. Other heirs wrote in suggestions that coincided 
with one or the other of the suggested solutions. Nine heirs wanted 
those owning more than half the land to determine its use and/or dis- 

ition, five wanted a simple majority of heirs to decide, four pre- 
erred that State courts a. wh heirship estates under State law, and 
two wanted each heir to have the right to appeal to State courts for 
rtition or sale. Some of the other suggestions made were as 
ollows: 

* 37780 Since most of our allotted land is worthless, I think that all of it 
should be turned into one piece as a reservation. If you don’t want to 
make one reservation of it, trade us for better land that each allottee 
ean make a living off his piece of better land. Whoever allotted this 
land to us had no respect for us whatsoever. 

37783 I think the Government should lend the tribe money to purchase all 
heirship land, from those that want to sell. 

37496 Sell all. 

87781 Lift control, so price would rise in leasing to stockman. 

37520 Let the Indian control their own land. 

87670 A two-thirds majority consent should permit sale or lease of land. 

37603 All heirs should sell to a tribe or to a lending agency so with what 
interest they have in all, could get more land in one lump sum instead 
of having a little scattered all over. 


Question 28 asked if the heirs owned land that was not held in 
trust. Of the 66 heirs answering the question, 13 ge pre 


19 percent) do own land in fee. Three had purchased the land, three 
inherited it, one received a fee patent, and one received it as a gift. 

Median age of the heirs owning fee land is over 51, 7 are heads 
of household, 12 are tribal members, 1 is not; median blood quantum 
is full, 7 live on the reservation, 5 live on trust lands, 3 received wel- 
fare assistance during 1958, median income is about $3,000, 2 live 
on heirship lands, and 4 ranch or farm heirship lands. 

Question 29 was an attempt to draw from the heirs any and all 
problems connected with their heirship lands. It was worded in 
very general terms and brought forth many problems. The follow- 
ing extracts are representative of the problems encountered : 


* 37730 The land in question is worthless for farming. It can be used for 
grazing. However, the cost of fencing and improving the place is im- 
possible for my means of financing. 

This land is located in what is known as the pine-nut range. It is 
completely out of the question as far as farming or for a place to build 
a home. 

If a tract could be made for some irrigable land where I can make a 
living, I feel the Indian Bureau will have done some good. 

Fix it where a person could buy up some of this land, that is just 
laying. It’s been leveled, but there are too many owners. And one or 
two don’t want to sell. So it just lays year after year. As it is it just 
lays—no one farmsit. And I suppose the water charges are just adding 
be any after year. Some day it’ll be so high where no one will want 

o buy it. 
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Yes, sir. These heirship lands which my family inherited. Most of 
of us have small interest. Which is of little value. These lands are of 
no farm value, except for one heirship land which is only 10 acres. And 
the rest of the lands which we inherited are of no value, which is only 
rocks, brush, trees, and the ground are useless to anyone. 

Could I prevent sheepmen and cattlemen from using my inherited 
land if I did not have fence around it? Could the U.S. Government 
back me up if I request that sheepmen stay within the grazing capacity 
of my land after I leased it. 

If three or four have equal share in an inherited allotment, one of 
them cannot do anything to this land or on this land without green light 
from the other owners who, because of other interests, have no desire 
to use this land. The problem is, how can the one ambitious fellow go 
ahead and use this land without a lot of redtape and without interfer- 
ence from small owners? I wish my Government could come up with 
something. 

On the iand that belong to Spotted Gorge Dick, my full uncle, there’s 
a white man living now. This man claims he has a title to this land 
and patent. I and Susie Dick are legal heirs. Could my land be leased? 

Heirship lands have been in question for a long time. We would like 
the Government to notify us whenever there’s land that we acquire by 
heirship. To date we have no idea about such lands here on this reser- 
vation or elsewhere. 

I just hear about it, and don’t know where it is located at. So I think 
its best to sellit. Thank you. 

The small amount of land I do own is also divided among seven or 
eight others, most of whom I don’t know nor ever heard of. The Indian 
Agency at Stewart is snowed under with problems such as mine. If I 
ever did decide I wanted to get rid of my land, it would take me many 
months to try and locate the rest of the heirs, get their signature, etc. 

The land is not under cultivation; I am unable to live on my land as 
it is so far from town; stores, ete.; the only way I may realize anything 
from this land would be if it were sold. 

Yes, there is some land which I fell heir to but, the amount isn’t much. 
And so have many other people fell heir, too. So it will come to a point 
where each heir doesn’t have enough land to even park a car, for there 
are so many people in on a small tract of land. 

I believe, if these lands or tracts of land which have all the heirs and 
not enough for each person to stand a shovel, it should be sold. This 
would save a lot of hard feeling among the heirs. Also the land may 
be cultivated or worked if there were one or two owners rather than 
30 or 40 heirs. This will eliminate a lot of land laying idle. 

Yes ; if you know of any land that my name is listed as an heir, please 
let me know. 

Believe that some system be installed whereby quicker action can be 
made to secure and complete transactions. Time is an important factor 
in these transactions. A person who has interest may sign his interest 
and may die in the period that this transaction is being processed. 
And it is necessary to probate this estate. Additional help will be 
needed in reality to complete these transactions. 

On my reservation there are many so-called dead lands be- 
cause there are too many heirs. One attempts to farm and the others 
want a cut although they did not help. Then of course it cannot be 
leased or sold if all members do not agree. 

I have not looked into the whereabouts of the inheritance. Just a 
small fraction as my father and two sisters came in on the deal. As 
far as I know my mother probably did not know of her holdings, other- 
wise she could have given it to one person. 
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Papaco AGENCY 


Questionnaires were mailed to 335 heirs of the Papago Agency and 
107 (approximately 30 percent) completed returns were received from 
adults. 

GENERAL INFORMATION 


Median age of the Papago heirs is in the 51 and over category with 
the distribution as follows: 21 to 30, 8; 31 to 40, 22; 41 to 50, 13; 
51 and over, 54, and no answer, 10. Fifty-two are males, 48 females, 
7 did not answer. Seventy-five heirs reported having children with 
a total of 213. If we consider that each heir has a spouse or other 
close relative, there is a potential 320 people who will share in the 
estates of the present 107 heirs. Sixty-eight heirs are heads of house- 
holds, 92 are tribal members, 5 are not, and 10 did not answer. 
Median blood quantum is full with the following distribution: full- 
blood, 99, one-quarter or less Indian blood, 1, no answer, 7. Eighty- 
six heirs live on the reservation, 14 live off, 7 did not answer. Fifty- 
four heirs live on trust or restricted land and 53 of this group live on 
the reservation. ‘Twenty-one heirs received welfare assistance during 
1958 and 19 reside on the reservation. 

Forty-one heirs answered the question concerning income and the 
median is less than $1,000. Median income for heads of households 
is less than $1,000. It was not considered worth while to attempt a 
tabulation of income by blood quantum since there were so few of 
less than fullblood. 

Occupations of the heirs were reported as follows: 


Housewife 85 Laborer. 15 
Retired 8 Farmer 7 
Rancher 6 Farm labor 3 
Armed services 1 Maid__ 2 
Landscaper 2 Arts and crafts 2 
Government employee 2 Unemployed 
Factory work 1 Nurse 1 
Disabled 1 Carpenter 1 
Janitor 1 Mason 1 
Yardman 1 Teacher 
Self-employed 1 


INTERESTS IN HEIRSHIP LAND 


Papago heirs own interests in 171 undivided heirship tracts and 
12 of these are public domain allotments. 

Thirty-one Papago heirs live on lands in which they hold an un- 
divided interest. Median age of this group is over 51, 22 are heads 
of households, 29 are tribal members the other 2 are not, all are 
fullbloods. Seven received welfare assistance during 1958, median in- 
come was less than $1,000, median income from heirship interests 
(with 7 reporting) was between $1,001 and $2,000, 19 ranch or farm 
the heirship land and 2 own other lands in fee status. 

Median income from heirship lands for all heirs reporting (39) is 
between $101 to $150, with the distribution as follows: $0 to $50, 13; 
51 to $100, 4; $101 to $150, 3; $151 to $200, 1; $201 to $500, 2; $501 
to $1,000, 3; $1,001 to $2,000, 5; $2,001 and over, 8; no answer, 68. 
Thirty-two heirs have visited their heirship interests in 1959, 30 
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between 1958 and 1949, 2 between 1948 and 1939, 4 at sometime prior to 
1939, and 39 did not answer. Unfortunately it was not practical to 
tabulate those who had never seen their heirship interests since this 
information was generally found within the answer to one of the 
other questions making it extremely difficult to tabulate. Seventy 
heirs live within 300 a of the land, 2 live between 301 to 600 miles, 
1 lives more than 901 miles from the land, and 34 did not answer. 


ACTIONS 


Twenty-four heirs farm or ranch lands in which they hold an un- 
divided interest and 25 have done so within the past 10 years. One 
heir reported an attempt to sell his heirship land and three said they 
succeeded in selling heirship land. This apparent discrepancy is ac- 
counted for by the fact that two heirs did not answer the first part 
of the question. The tribe has not attempted to purchase the inter- 
ests of any heirs, and other Indians have not attempted to do so. None 
of the heirs reported making any attempts to buy out other heirs. 


OPINIONS AND PROPOSALS 


Forty-eight heirs plan to live on heirship tracts, and 45 intend to 
ranch or farm heirship interests. When asked if they wanted to sell 
or exchange some or all of their interests in heirship land 1 said 
some, 6 all, 90 none, and 10 did not answer. Therefore, the majority 
did not want to sell or exchange any interests in heirship lands. 

One of the questions asked of the heirs was if they wanted the Bureau 
of Indian Affairs control removed or retained over heirshp land and 
why. Seventy-seven heirs wanted the Bureau to retain control, 7 
wanted the control removed, and 23 did not answer. Unfortunatel 
none of the heirs wanting Bureau of Indian Affairs control removed, 
stated why they felt that way. The following extracts are representa- 
tive is) the opinions expressed by heirs wanting Bureau control con- 
tinued : 


738119 It means a protection against “sharpies.” 

387897 Because it is the only income we depend upon. If we sell, we would 
have no more yearly income and no more land. 

87972 Because I am unable to operate the land. 

38174 Indians not qualified to handle their land problems yet. 

387777 To keep us from paying taxes on worthless land. 

37879 Due to divided status, I can’t use land and Bureau can handle affairs 
and bring income. 

88011 After the years of experience the Indian Bureau is the logical Bureau 
to continue control. 

37959 For protection from outsiders, that may try to take away our land. 


Question 26b asked the heirs if they would want their inter- 
ests sold and the money divided. Twenty-four wanted all sold, 
5 some, 25 none, and 53 did not answer. Based on those heirs votin 
a simple majority do want to sell some or all of their heirship land. 
We have cross tabulated the answers to this question by various cate- 
gories, i.e., blood quantum, heirship income, etc., to determine if there 
is any significant differences of opinion held by certain groups. 


26b I would like to have the tract(s) of heirship land in which I own an 
interest sold and my share of the money paid to me. 


1Individual’s code number. 
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Categories Sell all |Sellsome|} None No. 
answer 
Sex: 
Have children 
Head of household: 
Degree of Indian blood: 
0 0 0 0 
0 0 0 0 
1 0 0 0 
0 0 0 0 
0 0 0 7 
24 5 25 53 
AL 0 0 7 
Live on trust or restricted land 
Live on heirship land: 
Income from heirship land: 

19 2 17 30 

16 5 17 37 

0 0 0 8 

24 5 25 53 

1 0 1 

21 5 21 35 

2 0 3 hs 

24 5 25 53 
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The cross-tabulation develops some interesting facts. For example, 
the following groups were opposed to selling any heirship land: (1) 
heirs between 31 and 40 years of age; (2) female heirs; (3) heirs who 
were not heads of households; (4) heirs who did not live on the reser- 
vation; and (5) those with heirship incomes between $501 and $1,000. 
The majority of heirs in the following categories did want to sell all 
heirship land: (1) between 21 and 30 years of age; (2) male heirs; 
(3) heirs who did not have children; (4) one-quarter or less Indian 
blood; (5) heirs living on trust land; (6) heirs living on heirship 
land; and (7) heirs with incomes between $201 and $501... In the rest 
of the categories there were a majority wanting to sell some or all as 
op to those not wanting to sell any. 

s a matter of interest we have cross-tabulated question 25 coneern- 
ing whether the heirs want to sell or exchange interests and question 
26 concerning whether they want Bureau supervision retained with 
question 26b asking if they wanted all their interests sold, as follows: 


Question 26b: I would like to have the tract(s) of heirship land in which I 
own an interest sold and my share of the money paid to me. 


Sell all | Sellsome| None No 
answer 
r 
26a. Retain Bureau control: 

24 5 25 53 

25. Sell or exchange undivided interests: 
Total___ 24 5 25 53 


Of those heirs wanting the Bureau of Indian Affairs to retain con- 
trol of heirship land, half wanted to sell some or all of their heirship 
interests. Twenty-two heirs that stated they did not want to sell or 
exchange any undivided interests, indicated they would like the Bureau 
of Indian A ffairs to sell some or all of their interests. 

Question 26c asked if the heirs wanted all controls removed 
from their heirship lands so that the heirs themselves can 
handle it. Fourteen wanted the controls removed, 51 retained, and 
42 did not answer. This would seem to substantiate the thought that 
while many heirs want to sell or ex¢hange some or all of their lands 
they do not want to handle such transactions themselves. 

Seention 27 was an attempt to draw from the heirs suggestions 
to the Congress concerning a possible solution to the problem. The 
question was worded in such a way as to inform the Indians that possi- 
ble solutions had been offered in the past and four of these were listed, 
then space was left for the heirs to make any recommendations he 
wanted. While the question was not intended to be one of multi: le 
choice it was found that some heirs merely checked off one of the pio- 
posed solutions. Other heirs wrote in suggestions that coincided with 
one or the other of the suggested solutions. Some of the heirs asked 
that the situation be left as it is. Thirteen heirs preferred that more 
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than half the heirs decide upon its use or disposition, five felt that all 
heirship probates should be determined by State courts under State 
law, and two felt that heirs owning more than half the tract should 
make such decisions. The only suggestion written in by an heir 

(except for those asking that nothing be changed), was the following: 

* 37897 None of the above. I think landowners should take any such matter 
concerning leasing, selling, or partitioning before their tribal leaders for 
discussion. 

Question 28 asked if the heirs owned land that was not held in trust. 
Of the 85 that answered the question, three (approximately 2 percent) 
did own lands in fee. Median age of this group is over 51, all are 
heads of households, are members of the tribe, are fullbloods, live on 
the reservation, none received welfare assistance during 1958, only one 
answered the income question and that was less than $1,000, two live 
on heirship land. 

Question 29 was an attempt to draw from the heirs any and all 
complaints concerning their heirship lands. It was worded in very 
general terms and brought forth only two heirs with problems. They 
were as follows: 

38101 I have an interest in two allotments, neither of which, to the best of 
my knowledge, has been probated. Something should be done to speed 
the probate of allotments and to keep allottees informed at all times 
with regard to the location and extent of their holdings. 

37957 Yes, that is one problem that I don’t like it. That is the highway 


department been surveying to put the highway right in the middle of my 
field. That the problem I don’t like it. 


Individual’s code number. 


Pima AGENcYy 


Questionnaires were mailed to 1,015 heirs of the Pima Agency and 
= i approximately 11 percent) completed returns were received from 
adults. 


GENERAL INFORMATION 


Median age of Pima heirs is between 41 and 50 years of age, with the 
following distribution : 21 to 30, 20; 31 to 40, 21; 41 to 50, 30; 51 and 
over, 44; no answer, 2. There are 47 males and 70 females. Ninety 
heirs reported having children with a total of 384. If we consider that 
each heir has a spouse or other close relative there is a potential of 501 
people who will share in the estates of these 117 heirs. Sixty-six heirs 
Gakente of households, 114 are members of the tribe, 1 is not, 2 did 
not answer. Median blood quantum is full with the following dis- 
tribution : fullbloods, 111; three-quarter bl 1; one-half bloods, 5. 
Seventy-three heirs live on the reservation, 43 off, and I did not answer. 
Fifty-two heirs live on trust land, 48 of this group on the reservation. 
Twenty-five heirs received welfare assistance during 1958 and of this 
number 23 live on the reservation. 

Median income (41 reporting) is less than $1,000. Computed for 
heads of households the median income is still less than $1,000. There 
were not enough heirs of less than fullblood to make a tabulation of 
income by blood quantum meaningful. Incomes for those living on 
the reservation and those living off, computed separately, indicate the 
median is still less than $1,000. 

Occupations of the heirs were reported as follows: 


Housewife 51 | Farmer 10 
Laborer. 7 | Retired 
Domestic 5| Farm laborer 
Stenographer. 2 | Federal 2 
Maid 1 | Student__ 1 
Janitor__ 1| Ranch hand 1 
Photographer 1 | Printer 1 
Heavy equipment 1| Typist______ 1 
Rancher 1 | Accountant__ 1 
Teacher 1| Armed Forces 1 
Miner 1 


INTERESTS IN HEIRSHIP LAND 


Heirs of the Pima Agency own interests in 204 heirship tracts, and 
21 of these are public domain allotments. Sixteen heirs ‘ive on heir- 
ship land in which they hold an undivided interest. Median age of 
this group is over 51; 10 are heads of households; all are members of 
the tribe ; all are fullbloods; 5 received welfare assistance during 1958 ; 
median income is less than $1,000; median income from heirship land 
is between $101 and $150; and two ranch or farm the land. 
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Median income from heirship land for all heirs reporting is be- 
tween $101 and $150 with the following distribution: $0 to $50, 27; 
$51 to $100, 11; $101 to $150, 13; $151 to $200, 12; $201 to $500, 13; 
$501 to $1,000, 8; $1,001 to $2,000, 1; $2,001 and over, 1; no answer, 
31. Twenty-four heirs visited their heirship lands in 1959, 35 between 
1958 and 1949, 6 between 1948 and 1939, and 52 did not answer. Un- 
fortunately it was not practical to tabulate those who had never visited 
their heirship interests at all, since this information was generally 
within the answer to one of the other questions, making it extremely 
difficult to tabulate. Eighty-three heirs lived less than 300 miles 
from their heirship interests; 7 lived between 301 and 600 miles; 4 
between 601 and miles; 2 lived over 900 miles away; and 21 did 
not answer. 
ACTIONS 


Two heirs ranch or farm heirship land in which they hold an un- 
divided interest, and 10 have done so within the past 10 years. Three 
heirs have attempted to dispose of heirship lands, and two have suc- 
ceeded. Three sales were made to the tribe, one to an individual, and 
one sold to both. This apparent inconsistency in statistics is accounted 
for by the fact that some heirs did not answer the first part of the 

uestion. Actually, there were five heirs that had been successful in 
dineduitig of heirship lands. The tribe has not attempted to purchase 
the interests of the heirs, nor have other Indians. e heir has at- 
tempted to buy out another. 


OPINIONS AND PROPOSALS 


Thirty-eight heirs plan to live on heirship lands in the future, and 
42 plan to ranch or farm heirship interests. 

When asked if they wanted to sell or exchange some or all of their 
interests in heirship lands, 9 said some; 10, all; 88, none: and 10 did 
not answer. Therefore the majority do not want to sell or exchange 
their heirship lands on their own. 

One of the questions asked of the heirs was if they wanted the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs control removed or retained over pan 
land and why. Eighty-seven wanted the Bureau to retain control, 
12 wanted it removed, and 18 did not answer. Some of the reasons 
given were as follows: 


RETAIN BUREAU CONTROL 


*38981 Safer from exploitation. 

38947 Because I could not be able to farm it. 

88837 Because I do now know how to control it so it is right for the Gov- 
ernment to control it for us. 

38204 : — I am unable to handle any business transactions concerning 

and. 

39021 No taxes, good service, but can be improved. 

38250 Crippled and cannot handle land myself. 

38651 We are still wards of the Government. 

389778 To keep all Indian land under tribal control. 

38288 Because I don’t know anything about farming. 

38431 I wouldn’t know how to go about taking care of my own land. 

38344 Because I want my children and grandchildren to inherit my inter- 
est, even though small as they might be. 


1 Individual’s code number. 
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REMOVE BUREAU CONTROL 


38496 Because I don’t plan on ever using the land and their method of con- 
trol is unknown to me. 

38497 At present I don’t know nothing about the business and would like to. 

38471 Too involved and many Indians do not understand Government red- 


tape. 

Question 26b asked the heirs if they would want their interests sold 
and the money divided. Thirteen wanted all sold; 5, some; 151, none; 
and 48 did not answer. We have cross-tabulated the answers to this 
question by various categories, i.e., blood quantum, heirship income, 
etc., to determine if there is any significant differences of opinion held 
by various groups. 

(26b) I would like to have the tract(s) of heirship land in which I own an 
interest sold and my share of the money paid to me. 


Categories Sell Sell None No 
all some answer 
Age: 
4 0 9 8 
Have children: 
No answer. 0 0 0 0 
« 13 5 51 48 
Head of household: 
10 3 24 29 
0 0 0 0 
Total__._ 13 5 51 48 
Degree of Indian blood 
ew 11 4 50 46 
0 0 0 0 
0 0 0 0 
Total... 13 5 51 48 
Live on reservation: 
enc 7 5 15 16 
No answer. .......-- 0 0 1 
Live on trust or restricted land: 
No answer. 2 0 0 3 6 
Live on heirship land; 
0 0 10 6 
0 0 2 3 
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Categories 


Income from heirship land: 
$0 to $50. 


Total... 


Farm or ranch heirship land: 


6 1 7 13 
1 0 4 6 
2 1 7 3 
1 0 6 5 
0 2 8 3 
0 1 4 3 
0 0 1 0 
0 0 1 0 
3 0 13 15 
13 5 51 48 


_ 


follows: 


The cross tabulation indicates that those heirs of one-half Indian 
blood are in favor of selling their land, all other categories being 


a matter of interest we have cross tabulated question 25 con- 
cerning whether the heirs want to sell or exchange interests and ques- 
tion 26 concerning whether they want Bureau supervision retained 
with question 26b asking if they wanted all their interests sold, as 


Question 26b: I would like to have the tract(s) of heirship land in which 
I own an interest sold and my share of the money paid to me. 


Sell some 


25. Sell or exchange undivided interests: 


control remov 


Answers to es 26a indicate that those heirs wanting Bureau 
still intend to retain the land. 

Question 26c¢ asked if the heirs wanted all controls removed from 
their heirship lands so that the heirs themselves can handle it. Ten 
wanted all controls removed, 64 did not, and 43 did not answer. 

Question 27 was an attempt to draw from the heirs su 
the Congress concerning a ible solution to the problem. The 
question was worded in such a way as to inform the Indians that 
possible solutions had been offered in the past and four of these were 


estions to 
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listed, then space was left for the heirs to make any recommendations 
they wanted. While the question was not intended to be one of multi- 
ple choice it was found that some heirs merely checked off one of the 
—— solutions. Other heirs wrote in suggestions that coincided 
with one or the other of the suggested solutions. Some of the heirs 
merely wanted matters kept as they are. Twelve heirs preferred that 
all probate actions be handled by State courts and State law, seven 
wanted heirs owning more than half the tract to determine its use 
and/or disposition, six felt that a simple majority of heirs should de- 
termine its use and/or disposition, and two wanted each heir given 
authority to appeal to State courts for partition or sale. Some of 
the other suggestions made follow : 

*39084 As each tribe or reservation has its own tribal council, and they 
usually know or can find out where each heir is, it should be handled 
by them through some higher organization or court. 

38496 How can I find out just how much heirship land I have? 

384381 Someone is using my mother’s allotment to plant crops and we never 
receive any income from it. 

38435 I have financial problem to work the land and getting water to land. 
Too many people have an interest in the tracts of land. Lack of trans- 
portation of materials for housing and utilities. 

38667 It is up to the tribe, what they want done. 

38205 Let the tribe buy the heirship land. 

Question 28 asked if the heirs owned land that was not held in 
trust. Ninety-seven heirs answered the question, and 14 of this group 
stated they owned lands in fee. However, after examining the re- 
turns themselves we find that some of the heirs simply did not under- 


stand the question and were referring to their heirship land. Three 
heirs did state they purchased land, one inherited land, and one was 
issued a patent in fee. Since the answers to this question were con- 
fused we did not attempt to run an analysis of fee land owners as a 
up. 
Question 29 was an attempt to draw from the heirs any problems 
they had poegar re their heirship lands. The following are repre- 


sentative of the problems encountered. 


738765 Yes, to my opinion I would like to know where we are standing on 
these tracts of heirship lands—by this we want somebody that can 
really explain and tell us where we are standing in these heirship lands. 

38451 We wish to know more about our shares and where they are located. 
The Indian Bureau hasn’t had the time to explain this to us. Give 
us a branch that will take time to explain this problem and then we 
can plan a solution. 

Within 10 years I have received two or three payments. This year 
I have not receive my lease money, but the rest have. 

The reason why so many of us are not living on our lands is because 
there is no water anywhere near to get for domestic purposes. We 
have to haul our water from 3 to 4 miles. 

My land is in the middle of other allotments which is being leased 
as a whole. If I were able to have my land partitioned off, maybe I 
would be able to sell it. I have no desire to live on the reservation 
which I never had lived. I was raised in the city which my stepmother 
owns a house my father bought and which I call my home. I’m sure 
I'll never go to the reservation to live in the future. Up to now, I have 
never benefited on my land, only but what small portion the white man 
lessor pays annually. Being able to sell would help many of us to get 
out of the hole and profit a great deal. 
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Like to know where land is so I can look at it and see what is best 
to do. I think I have a right to know where it is since I’m being paid 
for it. Also, would like to know what has to be done first before I can 
turn the land ownership to one of my daughters or grandsons. I like 
to know exactly what has to be done. Like to do it now but I don't 
know what to do. 

I would like to know just where our heirship land is located. I think 
there’s a lot of Indians that don’t know just where their heirship land 
is, and what the lease is raising on it. We just get paid by the year, 
don’t know whether it should be more or less. My heirship land is from 
my grandfather and my father and mother and brother. They don't 
explain anything to us only that we know we have that heirship land. 

Yes, there are times we don’t get our share what we are suppose to 


There are too many things I can’t put it all on this paper. Every 
time I go to ask about things in the office, I don’t know any more. Right 
now I got a letter from the office. My great grandmother’s land. It 
don’t explain nothing—says something about closing account $2.66 sigh 
here—now why? Whatfor? That’s the way the Indian Bureau works. 
One property was leased for maybe 25 years. Never got a raise til just 
last year. How would you like that if it were yours? 

Would like you people to has us pay which we were not for 3 years. 
It’s in your books there. 
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San Caruos AGENcYy 


Questionnaires were mailed to 36 heirs of the San Carlos Agency 
and 10 (approximately 27 percent) completed returns were received 
from adults. 

GENERAL INFORMATION 


Median age of San Carlos heirs is in the 41- to 50-year category 
with the following distribution : 21 to 30, one; 31 to 40, three; 51 and 
over, five; no answer, one. There were five males and four females 
and one did not answer. Nine heirs have children with a total of 
99. Six heirs are heads of households, nine are members of the tribe 
and one is not. All are fullbloods, eight live on the reservation, five 
on trust land. One received welfare assistance during 1958. Only 
five answered the question concerning income; one made more than 
$4,000 ; the others made less than $1,000. 

Occupations reported were as follows: 


1 | Office manager 
1} Unemployed 


Miner 
Housewife 


INTERESTS IN HEIRSHIP LAND 


The answers to question 12 concerning how many tracts of land 
in heirship do the heirs have interests in and how many are public 
domain were confused and therefore of no value. None of the heirs 
live on heirship lands. Five heirs answered the question concerning 
income from heirship land and the median was less than $50. Six 
heirs visited their heirship interests between 1958 and 1949, one 
visited it prior to 1939, and three did not answer. Eight heirs lived 
within 300 miles of their heirship land, one lived more than 900 miles 
away, and one did not answer. 


ACTIONS 


None of the heirs ranch or farm heirship land and none have done 
so within the past 10 years. One heir has attempted to dispose of 
heirship land but was unsuccessful. The tribe has not attempted to 
purchase heirship interests nor have individual Indians. The heirs 
themselves have not attempted to buy out other heirs. 


OPINIONS AND PROPOSALS 


One heir plans to live on heirship land in the future and one intends 
to ranch or farm the land. When asked if they wanted to sell or ex- 
change some or all of their interests in heirship lands, three wanted to 
sell all, six did not want to sell or exchange any, and one did not 
answer. 

One of the questions asked of the heirs was if they wanted Bureau 
of Indian Affairs control removed or retained over the heirship land 
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and why. Seven wanted Bureau control retained, one wanted it re- 
moved, and two did not answer. Only four heirs gave reasons for 
their opinions and they were all for continued Bureau control. The 
reasons given were as follows: 
* 39239 Because we are still under the Government guardianship and living 
on the reservation. 
39215 _ Difficult for all owners to agree. 
39240 So I can lease it to any white man who wants to lease it, to get some 
money out of it. 
Am satisfied with the way it is handled. 

Question 26b asked the heirs if they would want their interests 
sold and the money divided. Two wanted all the heirship land 
sold, two wanted some sold, two did not want any sold, and four 
did not answer. Since there were only 10 returns it was not felt worth- 
while to cross-tabulate the answers by category. 

Question 26c asked if the heirs wanted all controls removed from 
their heirship lands so that the heirs themselves can handle it. Four 
said no and six did not answer. 

Question 27 was an attempt to draw from the heirs suggestions 
to the Congress concerning a possible solution to the problem. The 
question was worded in such a way as to inform the Indians that 
= solutions had been offered in the past, and four of these were 

isted, then space was left for the heirs to make any recommendations 
he wanted. hile the question was not intended to be one of multi- 
ple choice, it was found that some heirs merely checked off one of 
the proposed solutions. Other heirs wrote in suggestions that co- 
incided with one or the other of the suggested solutions. Three heirs 
wanted probates placed under State laws and State courts, one felt 
that heirs owning more than half the land should determine its use 
and/or disposition, one felt that each heir should have the right to 
appeal to State courts for partition or sale of the tract. Only one 
heir made a suggestion on his own: 
4 39239 I think if the father and mother died, the children should have it 

leased, etc. ; if not, the closest relative. 

None of the San Carlos heirs own any fee lands, and only one 
seemed to have any problem with his heirship land. The problem 
was stated as follows: 


* 39239 I think the heirship land should be resurveyed so it is protected from 
other people moving on the land. The river has washed part of the 
heirship land away. 


1 Individual’s code, 


Uintan AnD Ouray AGENcy 


Questionnaires were mailed to 850 heits of the Uintah and Ouray 
Agency and 69 (approximately 8 percent) completed returns were re- 
ceived from adults. 

GENERAL INFORMATION 


Median age of Uintah and Ouray heirs is in the 41- to 50-year 
category, with the following distribution: 21 to 30, 19; 31 to 40, 8; 
41 to 50, 15; 51 and over, 25; no answer, 2. There are 35 males an 
33 females and 1 did not answer. Fifty-one heirs reported having 
children, with a total of 190. Forty-one heirs are heads of households, 
63 are members of the tribe and 5 are not, and 1 did not answer. 
Median blood quantum is full with the following distribution: full- 
bloods, 60; three-quarter bloods, 2; halfbloods, 3; one-quarter or less 
Indian blood, 2; no answer, 1. Fifty heirs live on the reservation, 18 
off, and 1 did not answer. Twenty-four heirs live on trust land and 
12 received welfare assistance during 1958. Forty-eight of the heirs 
living on trust land and eight of the heirs receiving welfare live on the 
reservation. 

Twenty-six heirs answered the question concerning income, and the 
median is just about $1,000. Separate tabulation indicates that heads 
of households have a median income in the upper part of the $1,001 to 
$2,000 category. For heirs living on the reservation the median is 
less than $1,000, whereas for those living off it is in the $1,001 to 
$2,000 category. It was not considered worthwhile to compute in- 
come by blood quantum since there are so few heirs of less than 
fullblood. 

Occupations of the heirs were reported as follows: 


Housewife 28 | Practical nurse 1 
Laborer___ 5| Farmer 7 
Unemployed 3 | Retired 4 
Sheepherder 1| Ranch hand 2 
Steelworker___- 1| Medical aid 1 
Body and fender man 1} Tribal official 1 
Recreation Community services director______ 
Self-employed 1| Officeworker 1 
Telephone lineman 1! Welder 1 


INTERESTS IN HEIRSHIP LAND 


The heirs of Uintah and Ouray hold heirship interests in 106 undi- 
vided tracts and 5 are public domain allotments. 
_ Eight heirs live on heirship lands in which they hold an undivided 
interest. Median age of this group is about 51, six are heads of house- 
holds, seven are members of the tribe, one is not. Median blood quan- 
tum is full, three received welfare assistance during 1958, median in- 
come is about $2,000, median income from heirship lands is about $100, 
and three ranch or farm the land. 

Median income from heirship lands for all heirs reporting is less 
than $50, with the distribution as follows: $0 to $50, 16; $51 to $100, 
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4; $101 to $150, 2; $151 to $200, 2; $201 to $500, 2; $501 to $1,000, 
3; $1,001 to $2,000, 1; not answering, 39. 

Fourteen heirs visited heirship lands during 1959, 21 between 1958 
and 1949, 2 between 1948 and 1939, and 32 did not answer. Thirty- 
one heirs live within 300 miles of their interests, 7 live from 301 to 600 
miles, 1 between 601 and 900 miles, 2 more than 900 miles, and 28 did 
not answer, 

ACTIONS 


Three heirs ranch or farm heirship interests in which they hold an 
undivided interest, and five have done so within the past 10 years. 
Twenty heirs have attempted to dispose of heirship land and 10 have 
been successful. Most of the land disposed of went to the tribe. The 
tribe has been unsuccessful in seven attempts to purchase some interests 
and other Indians have been unsuccessful in two. The heirs them- 
selves have attempted to buy out other heirs in three cases. 


OPINIONS AND PROPOSALS 


Fifteen heirs plan to live on lands in which they hold an heirship 
interest and six plan to ranch or farm it. 

When asked if they wanted to sell or exchange some or all of their 
land, 19 said some, 15 all, 27 none, and 8 did not answer. This 
indicates the majority want to sell or exchange some or all of the 
heirship land. 

One of the Fanta asked of the heirs was if they wanted Bureau 
of Indian Affairs control removed from heirship land and why. 
Forty-nine heirs wanted the Bureau to retain control, 6 wanted 
it removed and 14 did not answer. Some of the reasons given 
were as follows: 


Retain Bureau ConrTROL 


* 39452 Protects my interest. 

39904 To retain it in trust status and therefore nontaxable. 

39842 Because I am not familiar with complex land problems of today 
and am wary of being exploited by real estate agents. Also, my tract 
of heirship land is considered to possess natural resources which may 
potentially increase my income. 

39347 To keep in trust status. 

39900. So they can learn from the Indian Bureau. 

89734 Only organization capable of handling complicated setup while pre- 
serving Indian rights. 

' 839817 So I will not have to pay taxes. 


REMOVE BUREAU CONTROL 


39864 My tribe has split and the Government no longer controls the in- 
terests. 
39400 Because we have to learn to handle these things someday. 


Question 26b asked the heirs if they would want their interests 
sold and the money divided. Eighteen wanted all the heirship land 
sold, 16 wanted some sold, 15 none, and 20 did not answer. Therefore, 
a majority answering the question wanted some or all of the heirship 
land sold. We have cross-tabulated the answers to this question by 
various categories; i.e., blood quantum, etc., to determine if there is any 
significant positions taken by various groups. 


(26b) I would like to have the tract(s) of heirship land in which I own an 
interest sold and my share of the money paid to me. 


1 Individual’s code number. 
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Categories Sell Sell None No 
all some answer 
5 3 5 6 
0 2 3 3 
3 6 2 4 
10 4 5 6 
0 1 0 1 
18 16 15 20 
8 & 8 ll 
10 8 7 & 
0 0 0 1 
18 16 15 20 
14 13 I 13 
4 3 4 6 
0 0 0 1 
18 16 15 20 
12 13 7 
Degree of Indian blood: 
Live on reservation: 
No 3 3 7 5 
Yi 0 0 0 1 
18 16 15 20 
6 7 6 5 
7 8 12 
3 2 1 3 
18 16 15 20 
Live on heirship land: 
es 1 4 1 2 
16 12 14 14 
1 0 0 4 
18 16 15 20 
Income from heirship land: 
Farm or ranch heirship land: 

dis 18 | 16 15 20 

Own fee land: 
eS 18 | 16 15 20 
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The following categories of heirs do want to sell all their heirshi 
land: (1) those 51 years of age and over; (2) three-quarter bl 
(only one reporting) ; and (3) those with heirship incomes of $101 to 
$150. Heirs opposed to selling are in the following oe (1) 
age groups 31 to 40; (2) one-half Indian blood; (3) with heirship 
incomes between $151 and $200; and (4) with heirship incomes be- 
tween $501 and $1,000. The other categories show a majority want- 
ing to sell some or all, however they lack a majority wanting to sell 
all. 

As a matter of interest we have cross-tabulated question 25 con- 
oie | whether the heirs want to sell or exchange interests and ques- 
tion 26 concerning whether they want Bureau supervision retained 
— question 26b asking if they wanted all their interests sold, as 

ollows: 


Question 26b: I would like to have the tract(s) of heirship land in which I 
own an interest sold and my share of the money paid to me. 


Sell Sell None No 
all some answer 
26a. Retain Bureau control 
13 15 10 ll 
No answer. ........- on 1 i 8 
18 16 15 20 
25. Sell or exchange undivided interests: 
0 0 1 7 
Total 18 16 15 20 


Of those heirs wanting Bureau control removed, the majority want 
to sell their heirship lands. Five heirs who did not answer the 
question of continued Bureau control did indicate they wanted to sell 
some or all of their land. The cross tabulation seems to point out 
that many of the heirs that want to sell their lands want the Bureau 
of Indian Affairs or some other agency to do it for them. 

Question 26e asked if the heirs wanted all controls removed from 
their heirship lands so that the heirs themselves can handle it. Eight 
wanted the controls removed, 38 did not, and 23 did not answer. 

Question 27 was an attempt to draw from the heirs suggestions 
to the Congress concerning a possible solution to the problem. The 
question was worded in such a way as to inform the Indians that 

ssible solutions had been offered in the past and four of these were 
Fisted, then space was left for the heirs to make any recommenda- 
tions they wanted. While the question was not intended to be one of 
multiple choice, it was found that some heirs merely checked off one 
of the proposed solutions. Other heirs wrote in suggestions that. co- 
incided with one or the other of the suggested solutions. Seven heirs 
felt that a simple majority of heirs should determine the use and/or 
disposition of the land, nine felt that owners of more than half the 
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tract should decide, and two wanted all heirship probates placed under 
State courts and State laws.. The only other suggestions made were 
as follows: 


139817 Where there are numerous heirs, I believe the easiest solution would 

be to sell the lands and pay the heirs their proportionate share in cash. 

89632 If one could own the land by himself instead to many heirs it would 
be better ; one could buy out the rest. 


Question 28 asked if the heirs owned land that was not held in 
trust. Of the 56 heirs answering the question, 7 (approximately 12 
percent) own lands in fee, two purchased the land, one inherited it, 
one received it as a gift and the other did not answer. Median age 
of this group is over 51, six are heads of household, six are members 
of the tribe and one is not, median blood quantum is full, five live on 
the reservation, three live on trust lands, one received welfare assist- 
ance during 1958, only one reported income and that was less than 


$1,000, none live on heirship land and none farm or ranch heirship 
land. 

Question 29 was an attempt to draw from the heirs their problems 
with heirship lands. The following are representative of the prob- 
lems brought forth in the questionnaire : 


1 39287 Yes, I would like to know why I don’t get any money on my land— 
I wonder why? 

39915 I would like to know just how much land I have heirship in. 

39479 I made a visit to the Indian agent’s office and inquired about the 
land. The land clerk said they will make a deed to each part of 
the land that I am heir to. They will hold the deed and I will have 
to sign a will giving the land to my two boys and they will hold both 
the deed and will in trust. I don’t think that is right. 

40018 Yes. I don’t know the lands I’m to own from my kinsfolk’s. I 
would like very much if I could look over the papers from my kins- 
folk’s lands so I’ll know which land I own. 

39904 Would like to know where my interests are located. I think they 
are very small shares, but I would like to either sell or consolidate 
these shares. 

39288 Yes, I have problem that on my land I own I want no one to have 
part of it and also I would like to have share of money when some 
person leases my land but I never did get any money on it, I don’t 
know why. 

40199 We're pensioners and yet we're land poor. And if it were possible 
we could dispose of some of this land. To better ourselves and yet 
on the other hand we may could help some other young folks get their 
start. 

39562 I have no special problem, but would like to see the land put to 
use. I am a widow and therefore am not able to use the land. I 
have some 66 head of cattle that I run on tribal assignment and tribal 
rangelands. My sons help me. The reason that I can’t use the heir- 
ships interests effectively is that they are too far away from our 
base. 

39289 Yes, I have problem like if I sold my land I would have my share 
of the money, so I could put in bank cause I heard that these tribe 
* * * get your money and they never let you have it so could you 
do that for me. 


1 Individual’s code number. 
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PORTLAND AREA OFFICE 


Questionnaires were mailed to 7,817 heirs of the Portland Area office 
and 1,193 (approximately 15 percent) completed returns ‘were received 
from adults. 


GENERAL INFORMATION 


Median age of heirs in the Portland Area was in the 41 to 50 catego 
with the following distribution: 21 to 30, 168; 31 to 40, 232; 41 to 50, 
225; 51 and over, 543; and no answer, 25. Nine hundred and twenty- 
six heirs reported having children with a grand total of 3,365, Of 711 
heirs answering the question, 437 were heads of households. Median 
Indian blood quantum in the Portland Area is three-fourths with the 
following distribution ; fullbloods, 559 ; three-quarter bloods, 163 ; half 
bloods, 212; one-quarter or less Indian blood, 235; no Indian blood, 
7; no answer, 17. Five hundred and eighty-five heirs reported living 
on reservations and 587 live off (21 did not answer). Four hundred 
and forty-one live on trust or restricted land, 669 do not, and 83 did 
not answer the question. 

Welfare assistance was received by 215 heirs, 127 lived on reserva- 
tions, 85 live off, and 3 did not answer. Median income of heirs of 
the Portland Area is in the $3,001 to $4,000 category. When compar- 
ing heirs’ income by residence on or off reservations we find that at Col- 
ville, Fort Hall, Warm Springs, Western Washington, and Yakima 
the on reservation median is in the $1,001 to $2,000 category, while 
the off reservation heirs have a median of $2,001 to $3,000. Northern 
Idaho Agency is an exception with both on and off reservation medians 
in the $1,001 to $2,000 category. When income is computed by degree 
of Indian blood we find the fullbloods have a median of $1,001 to 
$2,000; the three-quarter blood and halfblood median is between 
$2,001 and $3,000; and the one-quarter or less Indian blood median is 
between $3,001 and $4,000. Median income for heads of households 
for the area is between $2,001 and $3,000. By agency we find the 
median for heads of households in the Colville, Fort Hall, and North- 
ern Idaho Agencies is in the $1,001 to $2,000 category, and Warm 
Springs, Western Washington, and Yakima are in the $2,001 to $3,000 
category. 


INTERESTS IN HEIRSHIP LAND 


One of the questions asked the heirs was how many interests in heir- 
ship tracts did they have, how many reservations were the tracts 
located on, and how many of the tracts were public domain allotments. 
It was found that many heirs could not answer the questions since 
they had no information concerning the extent of their holdings. 
Eight hundred and forty-four heirs reported holding interests in 2,935 
tracts of heirship land for an average of 3.4 each, while 890 reported 
owning interests in tracts located on 1,313 reservations. Of the total 
interests (2,935) 422 are public domain allotments, 
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Two huhdred and ten heirs report they live on heirship land in 
which they hold an interest. Fifty-one of this group farm or ranch 
the land; 145 are fullbloods; 49 received welfare assistance during 
1958; the majority are over 51; and 44 own other lands in fee status. 

Median income from heirship land in the Portland Area is between 
$51 and $100. By agency we find that Colville median is $0 to $50; 
Fort Hall is $51 to $100; Northern Idaho, Western Washington, an 
Yakima are $101 to $150; and Warm Springs is $151 to $200. The 
majority of heirs had visited their heirship lands within the past 10 
years and the majority lived within 1 day’s drive (300 miles). 


ACTIONS 


Eighty-seven heirs ranch or farm lands in which they hold an heir- 
ship interest and 187 have done so within the past 10 years. Attempts 
to sell some of their heirship holdings were reported by 394 heirs and 
147 (approximately 37 percent) said they were successful. At the 
Yakima Agency the successful attempts were approximately 40 per- 
cent, at Fort Hall it was approximately 39 percent and at Colville, 
Warm Springs, and Western Washington approximately 37 percent. 


OPINIONS AND PROPOSALS 


Three hundred and twenty-six heirs plan to live on land in which 
they hold an heirship interest in the future and 299 intend to ranch or 
farm it. These statistics are overlapping since obviously some heirs 
intend to do both. When asked if they wanted to sell or exchange 
some or all of their heirship interests, 252 said some, 372 all, 450 none, 
and 219 did not answer the question. The majority, therefore, want 
to sell some or all. Heirs were also asked if they wanted the Bureau 
of Indian Affairs control over heirship land retained or removed. Six 
hundred and ninety-eight wanted such controls retained, 249 wanted 
them removed, and 247 did not answer. The text of statements by 
the heirs concerning why they wanted such controls retained or 
removed are continued in the agency reports. 

Heirs were also asked if they wanted their interests in heirship land 
sold and the money divided among them. The majority of, those 
answering (460) wanted all the land sold and the money divided while 
121 wanted some sold, 244 none, and 396 did not answer. We have 
cross-tabulated the answers to this question by various categories, i.e., 
blood quantum, residence, etc., to determine if there is any particular 
pattern among the heirs opposed to sale of heirship land as follows: 
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(26b) I would like ‘to have the tract(s) of heirship land in which I own an 
interest sold and my share of the money paid to me. 


Categories Sell all Sell None No 
some answer 

21 to 30. 55 18 35 60 

31 to 40 wah bb 25 56 67 

51 and over Sab 219 56 108 160 

Have children: 

Head of household: 
wal a 273 71 156 211 

Degree of Indian blood: 

Ddidedddedidiobbsctet>dshehlobineccuonbibooe 59 19 34 51 
ab 107 8 33 64 

or less Indian biood..........-- = 104 17 33 81 

Total-__ 460 121 244 368 
Live on reservation: 

No... 250 45 102 190 

No answer... 6 2 9 
Total. 121 244 368 

Live on trust or restricted land: 

130 57 109 145 

No answer-.. _ 29 ll 13 30 

Live on heirship land: 

Ni 389 91 178 276 

No answer- 10 6 29 
ley 460 121 244 368 

Income from heirship land: 
to $50__._-. be 118 25 42 72 

Farm or ranch heirship land: 

Own fee land: 

261 77 174 202 
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An examination of the cross-tabulation reveals that in almost all 
cases the majority are in favor of selling all heirship land. However 
in one category (heirship incomes between $501 and $1,000) the 
majority of heirs are opposed to sale of the land. In the following 
categories while there is a majority wanting to sell all or some of the 
land there is not a clear majority in favor of selling all:(1) full 
bloods; (2) heirs living on reservations; (3) heirs living on trust 
land; (4) heirs living on heirship land; (5) heirship incomes of $51 to 
$100, $151 to $200, $201 to $500, and $1,001 to $2,000. 

Question 27 was an attempt to draw from the heirs suggestions to 
the Congress concerning possible solutions to the problem. The 
question was worded in such a way as to inform the Indians that pos- 
sible solutions had been offered in the past and four of these were 
listed, then space was left for the heirs to make any recommendations 
they wanted. While the question was not intended to be one of multi- 
ple choice it was found that some heirs merely checked off one of the 
proposed solutions. Other heirs wrote in suggestions that coincided 
with one or the other of the suggested solutions. Eighty heirs felt 
that those owning a majority interest in the tract should determine 
the use or disposition, 199 felt that a simple majority of the heirs 
should do so, 35 wanted each heir given the right of appeal to State 
courts for sale or partition, and 69 felt that all probates should be 
handled by State courts under State law. 

Of the 1,020 heirs answering the question concerning ownership of 
lands in fee, 306 (approximately 30 percent) do own lands in fee. At 
Western Washington, 37.2 percent own fee lands, 33.3 percent at 
Yakima, 27.8 percent at Fort Hall, 26.9 percent at Colville, 20.7 per- 
cent at Northern Idaho, and 18.8 percent at Warm Springs. Eight of 
the heirs had received fee patents, 155 purchased the land, 27 inherited 
it, received it as a gift, and 113 did not say how they acquired the 

and, 

The following tables were prepared to place in proper perspective 


PorTLAND AREA 


TABLE I,—Age groups of heirs 


Agency 21 to 30 31 to 40 41 to 50 | 51 and over! No answer | Total heirs 

32 27 142 97 8 206 
14 28 117 29 92 
Northern Idaho-_-_...-.....-.--- 8 28 123 60 0 119 
33 25 1 22 41 5 126 
Western Washington. 50 77 1 67 170 5 369 
31 47 54 1146 3 281 
168 232 1 225 543, 25 1, 198 

1 Median 


an 
No 
18 Wer 
60 
67 
67 int 
169 
M4 
368 

168 
193 

7 
PEE: 
279 
80 
368 

211 
135 

22 

368 

160 
51 
64 
81 

3 
9 

368 
169 
190 

9 
368 
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Taste II.—Heirs who have children and the total number 


Number Total 
Agency of heirs number of 
who have children 
children 
Northern Idaho. 82 326 
Western 296 1, 106 
Tas_e IIl.—Heads of households 
Agency Heads of | Not heads of| Noanswer | Total heirs 
households | households 
Western Washington...................-....-.. 217 136 16 349 
TaBLe 1V.— Degree of Indian blood 
Agency Full- % ly None No Total 
blood less answer heirs 
82 130 46 44 1 3 206 
Fort Hall_-_....- 1§2 16 13 9 1 1 92 
Northern Idaho. 179 15 15 8 0 2 119 
Warm Springs----.-.-.------.--- 187 9 ll ll 1 7 126 
Western Washington.....------ 127 47 166 124 3 2 369 
132 1 46 61 39 1 2 281 
559 1163 212 235 7 17 1, 193 
1 Median 
TaBLe V.— Residence of heirs 
Agency Living on Livin off No answer | Total heirs 
reservation | reservation 
159 30 3 92 
175 44 0 119 
1149 128 4 281 
OC 585 1 §87 21 1,193 


1 Majority of those answering. 
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VI.—Heirs living on trust or restricted land 


Live on Do not live 
Agency trust or on trust or No Total 
restricted restricted answer heirs 
land land 
81 1114 ll 206 
42 144 6 92 
52 158 9 119 
1 66 48 12 126 
95 1 254 20 369 
105 1151 25 281 
441 1 669 1, 193 
1 Majority answering. 
TaBLeE VII,—Heirs who received welfare assistance during 1958 
Received Live on Live off . 
Agency welfare as- | reservation | reservation | No answer 
sistance 1958 
50 126 24 0 
20 14 6 0 
17 113 3 1 
1 Majority answering. 
TaBLe VIII.—1958 income reported by heirs 
Agency Oto | $1,001 to | $2,001 to | $3,001 to | $4,001 No Total 
$1,000 $2,000 $3,000 $4,000 | and over| answer 
35 128 ll 9 29 206 
20 18 6 9 12 37 92 
Northern Idaho--...........--- 20 118 s 4 12 57 119 
Warm Springs................- 23 hl 6 ll 18 57 126 
Western Washington.._......__ 59 40 136 20 60 154 369 
41 37 17 29 36 lll 281 
198 142 182 167 510 1,193 
1 Median. 
TasBLe [X.—Median income of heirs by residence on or off the reservation 
Agency 0 to $1,001 to $2,001 to $3,001 to $4,001 and 
$1,000 $2,000 $3,000 $4,000 over 
Colville: 
Fort Hall: 
Living on_- x 
Northern Idaho: 
x 
Warm Springs 
estern Was 
Living on... x 


1 The median actually fell between 0 and $1,000 and $1,001 and $2,000. 
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TaBLe X.—1958 income by degree of Indian blood ' 


$1,001 to | $2,001 to 
$2,000 


273 
18 
26 
24 


1141 


: Fw ae include only those heirs answering both the income and blood quantum questions. 


TaBLe XI.—1958 income for heads of households 


$2,001 to | $3,001 to | $4,001 
$3,000 $4,000 | and over 


ADAG 


— 

arm Spr: 

Western 
Yakim 


= 


TaBLe XII.—JInterests in heirship land 


Total Number Interests | Reservations! Interests in 
heirs answering by tracts located {public domain 


152 
158 213 
41 


84 


136 


TasLe XIII.—Number of tracts in which the heirs hold an interest ' 


Heirs Number of 
answering tracts 


2, 


1 Many of the heirs did not know how many tracts they had an interest in and either placed a question 
mark for an answer or stated they did not know. 


454 
Blood quantum 0 to $3,001 to | $4,001 and Total 
$1,000 $4,000 over 
134 27 30 35 299 
16 125 14 15 88 
26 120 16 49 137 
21 21 121 57 144 
197 93 81 156 668 
Agency 0 to $1,001 to No Total 
$1,000 $2,000 answer 
22 117 19 43 112 
a 13 115 s 27 73 
. 17 8 14 27 80 
7 32 30 49 67 217 
» 31 26 27 51 176 
129 101 125 231 711 
1 Median. 
Agency 
124 
56 213 
5 ll 
80 290 
Northern Idaho. 119 87 |_| 
14 33 
76 320 
ren 126 82 167 
17 52 
263 641 
Western Washington. 369 349 
217 879 
281 224 364 
50 126 
Average 
tract per 
heir 
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TaBLE XIV.—Number of reservations upon which the heirs have interests in 


hetrship tracts 


Agency 


Number of 


Average 


Colville 


Fort 


Northern 


rp 


Total heirs 


Heirs an- 
swering 


206 

92 
119 
126 
369 
281 


1, 193 


TaBLE XVI.—Heirs residing on heirship land 


Live on 
heirship 
land 


Received 
welfare 
assistance 
in 1958 


Age category 


51 and over___- 
41 to 50 years_. 
51 and over___-. 
41 to 50 years_. 
51 and over__.- 


TaBLE XVII.—Income from heirship land, 1958 


$51 to 


$101 
to 
$150 


Warm Springs 
Washing- 


gee 
answering | reservations 
TaBLeE XV.—Interests in public domain allotments held by heirs vs 
ublie number 
12 allotments = 
13 
30 41 124 3.0 
76 14 33 2.3 
|} 
= Agency Ranch or _Full- Own feo 
farm it | bloods land 
31 15 9 6 
Northern 27 19 4 6 
33 estern Washington. 1 
2 210 145 49 |.....d0........- 44 
6 
26 
~ oto | Zz $151 | $201 | $501 | $1,001 | $2,001 | Noan-| Total eee 
Agency $50 | $100 to to to to | and | swer | heirs ae 
$200 | $500 | $1,000 | $2,000 | over a 
13 s| 1 2| 206 a 
Fort 116 3 4 3 1 33 92 
Northern Idaho____ 13 4 10 12 11 5 35 119 aa 
16 12 17 14 5 300 
30 14 34 2 10 12 74 281 
Totel......... 192 = 43} 100 70 40 32| 515) 1,193 
Median. 
nm 
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Taste XVIII,—Last visit to heirship land 


During Between | Between Prior to Total 
Agency 1959! and 1939 No answer heirs 
280 57 3 3 63 206 
23 234 2 1 32 92 
Northern Idaho..............- 239 31 0 0 49 119 
estern Was' 
83 6 4 104 231 
321 2338 31 17 486 1, 193 
! First 6 months of 1959. 
2 Median. 
Taste XIX.— Distance heirs live from their heirship interests 
Agency 0 to 300 | 301 to 600 | 601 to 900 | 901 miles | No an- Total 
miles miles miles and over swer heirs 
1140 6 3 12 45 206 
158 4 5 2 18 92 
Northern Idaho.............-- 187 3 3 4 22 119 
Warm Springs_............... 172 4 2 7 41 126 
Western Washington... 1227 19 10 32 81 369 
1215 6 3 8 49 231 
1799 47 26 65 256 1, 193 
1 Median. 
TaBLE XX.—Heirs attempts to sell heirship land 
Heirs who 
have at- Those who | Percentage 
Agency ter.pted to | were siccess-| of success 
sell heirship ful 
lands 
O4 35 37.2 
43 17 39.5 
46 14 30.4 
35 13 37.1 
88 32 37.2 
88 36 40.9 
394 147 37.3 
TasLe XXI.—Heirs’ opinions concerning the sale of heirship land 
Agencies Sell all Sell some None No answer | Total heirs 
1100 31 26 47 206 
133 14 19 26 92 
Northern Idaho. 135 18 41 25 119 
131 8 36 51 126 
Western 1158 68 369 
1108 54 93 | 
Te 1 460 121 244 396 1,193 


1 Majority of those answering. 
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TaBLeE XXII.—Heirs owning land in fee status 
Age rin A ximate 
ney of he ppro 
question 
TaBLeE XXIII.—Heirs owning land in fee and method of acquisition 
: Heirs own- Fee No 
Agency patent Purchase Inherit Gift answer 
ee 

- 49 0 0 0 2 47 
6 22 0 7 6 0 9 
2 Northern Idaho_.............- 23 1 14 5 0 3 
9 Warm Springs-.-.....-...--.- 20 0 9 0 0 ll 
fi w Washington... 113 7 67 16 0 2 
4 79 0 58 0 1 20 
3 306 8 155 27 3 113 


| 


= 
— 
92 
369 
193 
4 


AGENCY 


Questionnaires were mailed to 1,011 heirs of the Colville Agency. 
and 206 (approximately 20 percent) completed returns were received 
from adults. 

GENERAL INFORMATION 


Median age of Colville heirs is in the 41- to 50-year category with 
the following distribution : 21 to 30, 32; 31 to 40, 27; 41 to 50, 42; 51 
and over, 97; no answer, 8. There are 88 males, 116 females, and 2 
did not answer. One hundred and fifty-four heirs have children, 
with a total of 537. One hundred and twelve heirs are heads of house- 
holds, 200 are tribal members, 3 are not, 3 did not answer. Median 
blood quantum is three-quarters with the following distribution: full- 
blood, 82; three-quarter blood, 30; halfblood, 46; one-quarter or less 
Indian blood, 44; no Indian blood, 1; no answer, 3. One hundred 
and eleven heirs live on the reservation, 91 live off, 4 did not answer. 
Eighty-one heirs live on trust or restricted land, and of this number, 
76 live on the reservation. Fifty heirs received welfare assistance 
during 1958, and 26 of these lived on the reservation. 

Income was reported by 112 heirs with the median being in the 
$1,001 to $2,000 category. Median income for heads of households 
was in the $1,001 to $2,000 category. While median income for heirs 
living on the reservation is in the $1,001 to $2,000 category, median 
income income for heirs living off the reservation is in the $2,001 to 
$3,000 ones. Median income computed by blood quantum indi- 
cates that fullblood median is less than $1,000, three-quarter blood is 
between $1,001 and $2,000, halfblood is between $3,001 and $4,000, 
mala or less Indian blood median income is just about 

5000. 

Occupations of the heirs were reported as follows: 


Housewife 81 | Retired 
Farmer 17 | Laborer 
Unemployed Disabled 

Student Heavy equipment operator 
Rancher Armed services 
Carpenter Engineering aid 
Welder Clerk 
Bookkeeper. Logger. 
Nurse Mechanic 

Diesel mechanic Logging contractor. 
Foreman Historian 

Factory work Salesman 

Barber Painter 
Postmaster 
Highway leadman 
Beautician 

Miner 
Aquatic biologist 
Electrician. 
Millworker 
Sawmillworker 
Teacher 
Draftsman 
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Self-employed 
Laundress 
Office manager 
Woodsman 

Cannery worker. 
Resort owner 
Machine operator. 
Packer 
Farmhand 
Seasonal work 
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INTERESTS IN HEIRSHIP LAND 


The 206 heirs of Colville have 592 undivided interests in heirship 
tracts, and 124 are public domain allotments. 

Thirty-one heirs live on land in which they hold an undivided in- 
terest. Median age of this group is over 51, 23 are heads of house- 
holds, all are members of the tribe, median blood quantum is three- 
quarters, 27 live on the reservation, 4 live off, 9 received welfare 
assistance during 1958, median income is between $1,000 and $2,000, 
median income , Bene heirship land is less than $50, and 8 ranch or 
farm the land. 

Median income from heirship interests for all heirs reporting (136) 
is less than $50 with the following distribution: $0 to $50, 76; $51 to 
$100, 13; $101 to $150, 9; $151 to $200, 8; $201 to $500, 17; $501 to 
$1,000, 10; $1,001 to $2,000, 1; $2,001 and over, 2; no answer, 70. 
Eighty heirs have visited heirship interests in 1959, 57 between 1958 
sok 1949, 3 between 1948 and 1939, 3 at some time prior to 1939, and 63 
did not answer. One hundred and forty heirs live within 300 miles 
of their heirship land, 6 live from 301 to 600 miles away, 3 from 601 
to 900 miles, 12 live over 900 miles away, and 45 did not answer. 


ACTIONS 


Eighteen heirs ranch or farm lands in which they hold an undivided 
interest, and 36 have done so in the past 10 years. Ninety-four heirs 
have attempted to di of some heirship interests, and 35 have 
succeeded. Eight of the dispositions went to the tribe, and the rest 
to individuals. The tribe has made 10 unsuccessful attempts to acquire 
the interests of heirs, and other Indians have been unsuccessful in 27 
attempts. The heirs themselves have tried to buy out other heirs in 
26 cases. 

OPINIONS AND PROPOSALS 


Fifty-nine heirs plan to live on heirship tracts in the future, and 50 
intend to ranch or farm the lands. 

When asked if they wanted to sell or exchange some or all of their 
interests in heirship lands, 60 said some, 80 all, 49 none, and 17 did 
not answer. Therefore the majority of the heirs answering the ques- 
tion want to sell or exchange some or all of their heirship cr 

One of the > ap Regp om asked of the heirs was if they wanted Bureau 
of Indian Affairs control removed from heirship land and why. 
Eighty-seven wanted the Bureau to retain control, 78 wanted the 
Bureau control removed, and 42 did not answer. The following ex- 
tracts are representative of the reasons given for retaining or remov- 
ing Bureau control over heirship land: 


RETAIN BUREAU CONTROL 


To keep it free of tax. 

So I may remain on rolls and to prevent taxes. 

Want to keep our tax exemption in force. 

So we don’t have to pay taxes on land. 

The land is all timberland and the income is not enough to support 
taxes. 

Because I want it kept in trust, too poor to pay taxes. 

Not able to pay tax. 


Individual’s code number. 


7 
h 
| 
ls 
iS 
it G 
| 
1 
40154 
40413 
40108 
oor 
40379 
41098 
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40646 To keep our tax exemption and our free hunting and fishing here 
on the Colville Reservation. 
40896 It is better that way so there won't be any arguments. 


REMOVE BUREAU CONTROL 


40292 I want them to sell all of it because it’s not doing any of us Indians 
any good. 

40799 I wish to be more independent. 

40124 As I am of legal age and civilized, I think I can handle my own 
affairs. 

40444 I want out. The Indian Bureau is no help. 

40798 I want complete control. I own 1,630 acres of unrestricted land ; I do 
not have any trouble handling my own business. 

40401 So it can be sold. 

40660 ime are fully capable to handle the transactions and business af- 


rs. 
40701 It takes the Indian Department too long to do any business. 
40093 =I want to terminate. 
40245 Because they do everything possible to hold the Indian back. 
Question 26b asked the heirs if they would want their interests 
sold and the money divided. One hundred wanted all the heirship 
land sold, 31 wanted some sold, 26 none, and 49 did not answer. There- 
fore a majority of those answering the question want all the heirship 
land sold. We have cross tabulated the answers to this question by 
various categories, i.e., blood quantum, heirship income, etc., to deter- 
mine if there is any significant difference of opinion among heirs in 
certain categories. 
26b. I would like to have the tract(s) of heirship land in which I own an 
interest sold and my share of the money paid to me. 


Categories Sell all |Sellsome| None | Noan- 
swer 
Age: 
21 to 30. ll 4 7 10 
25 & 3 6 
No answer 4 0 1 3 
Total_. 100 31 26 49 
Sex: 
F v 55 18 19 24 
Total_. 100 31 26 49 
Have children: 
Yes. 76 22 22 34 
No 23 8 4 13 
No answer- 1 1 0 2 
Total. 100 31 26 49 
Head of household 
No. 41 12 13 18 
No answer. 2 1 1 6 
Total_ ™ 100 31 26 49 
Degree of Indian blood 
33 21 9 19 
12 4 3 ll 
or less. 26 3 6 9 
0 0 1 0 
No answer. 1 0 0 2 
Total__ 100 31 26 49 
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Categories i Sell all | Sellsome| None No an- 
swer 
Live on reservation: 
Live on trust or restricted land 
Live on heirship land: 
Tncome from heirship land: 
6 3 3 
5 5 1 1 2 
3 3 1 1 
7 3 2 5 
2 3 3 2 
0 1 0 0 
2 0 0 0 
Farm or ranch heirship land: 
Own fee land 
Totebs 100 31 26 49 


The cross tabulation shows that with few exceptions a majority of 
heirs in each category want to sell all the heirship lands. The follow- 
ing categories are those where a majority wants to sell some or all of 
the land, but there is not a majority in favor of selling all: (1) age 21 
to 30; (2) heirs living on trust land; (3) heirs living on heirship land ; 
(4) those with heirship incomes between $51 and $100; (5) those with 
heirship incomes between $151 to $200; (6) those with heirship incomes 
aes $501 and $1,000; and (7) heirs who farm or ranch heirship 
ands. 

As a matter of interest we have cross tabulated question 25 concern- 
ing whether the heirs want to sell or exchange interests and question 
26 concerning whether they want Bureau supervision retained with 
question 26 asking if they wanted all their interests sold, as follows : 


Question 26): I would like to have the tract(s) of heirship land in which 
I own an interest sold and my share of the money paid to me. 


i; 
{ G1 
5 
t 
2 
= 
4 
q 
4 
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me, Retain Bureau control: 
es... 


25. Sell or exchange undivided interests: 
Yes, some. i 


Those heirs wanting Bureau of Indian Affairs control retained over 
heirship land were in favor of selling some or all of the land. The 
majority of heirs not answering the question concerning continued 
Bureau control, did want all heirship lands sold. Eight heirs that 
stated they did not want to sell or exchange some or all of the heirship 
land did indicate they wanted the land sold. 

Question 26c asked if the heirs wanted all controls removed from 
their heirship lands so that the heirs themselves can handle it. Ninety 
wanted the controls removed, 68 did not, and 48 did not answer. 

Question 27 was an attempt to draw from the heirs suggestions 
to the Congress concerning a possible solution to the problem. The 
question was worded in 3 a way as to inform the Indians that pos- 


sible solutions had been offered in the past and four of these were 


listed, then space was left for the heirs to make any recommendations 
he wanted. ile the question was not intended to be one of multiple 
choice it was found that some heirs merely checked off one of the 
Beoposed solutions. Other heirs wrote in suggestions that coincided 
with one or the other of the suggested solutions. Thirty-seven heirs 
felt that a majority should decide on the use and/or disposition of 
heirship tracts, 14 felt that heirs owning more than half the land 
should determine its use and/or disposition, 12 felt all heirship pro- 
bates should be placed under State courts and State laws, and 8 wanted 
each heir to have authority to appeal to the State courts for partition 
or sale. The following extracts are representative of other suggestions 
made by the heirs. 


* 40798 Heirship should be dissolved. Patents issued to those whom request. 
40379 Where there are so many heirs concerned I think that these lands 
should be sold. 
40944 I think 75 percent of the heirs signing should be alright to sell etc., if 
less than 75 percent cannot agree then no sale, etc. 
40380 We should be able to sell all undivided lands or the tribe take it over 
and give the heirs the money for the land. 
Where there are too many heirs, the land should be sold and the money 
divided. 
40622 It should be best to issue patent. 
40583 ny those who wish to sell, lease, etc., do so with their portion of 
41093 Give the heir a title to his (or her) share where he can sell or give 
it to another heir just by signing it. 
41055 I think the deeds should be issued and we could do what we want 
with the land. 


1 Individual’s code number. 
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Question 28 asked if the heirs owned land that was not in trust status 
and if so, how they acquired it. One hundred and eighty-two heirs 
answered the question and 49 stated they did own lands in fee. This 
was approximately 27 ong of those answering. Thirty-five of the 
fee landowners stated they had purchased the land, two had inherited 
it, two had received it as a gift and the others did not answer. Median 

e of heirs owning fee land is over 51; 28 are heads of households; 
all are members of the tribe; median blood quantum is one-half; 19 
live on the reservation, 11 live on trust land; 11 received welfare as- 
sistance during 1958; median income is in the $3,001 to $4,000 cate- 
gory ; 6 live on heirship land and 7 ranch or farm heirship land. 

Question 29 was an attempt to draw from the heirs any and all 
problems concerning their heirship lands. It was worded in very 
general terms and the following are representative of the problems 
encountered by the heirs: 


* 40245 I fully believe the Indian should be released from Government con- 
trol, and let live as any other American. At any time an inspector is 
sent here from Washington, D.C., they are taken only to the one or two 
nice farms on the reservation, or to one or two old Indians who will 
say “Ugh, yes, they always take care of me.” There are very few, if 
any, that are helped. I, myself, along with many others, have never had 
assistance, and have always had to earn my own living, and off the 
reservation. There has never been anyone at the Colville Agency who 
worked for the Indian that they didn’t transfer. 

40660 Would like to have my grandmother’s estate settled ; it has been pend- 
ing since 1935. 

40799 I wish to buy all heirs out. I wish an unrestricted deed issued. The 
Bureau is too slow to administer any good. They (employees) are on 
a pension for life and are dedicated to do nothing as has been proven. 
Let us be free citizens. 

40292 I think we are getting took—as far as the price we are getting for the 
rental of our land. It is all handled by the Indian agency at Nespelum, 
Wash. That’s why I said—we should have the whole reservation sold so 
we could buy our own place then we could bargain for ourselves. Then 
if we lose money it will be our own fault, not some agency. 

40615 Here’s my case, for instance. My sister’s allotment was 80 acres. She 
died and my dad, a white man, was willed the land. He died and all his 
children fell heir. His share as 13440/20160. We had that probated in 
court—four children share is 960/20160, and cousins one share 270/20160, 
one share 305/20160, five shares 128/20160, one share 320/20160, one share 
140/20160, seven shares 35/20160 and these last seven are no relation 
only that this man was once a brother-in-law and they are the ones 
that won’t sign so we can have a hundred percent signers. I’ve been 3 
years trying to get all the signers but have got nowhere. I wish the 
Government would set up a bond for us that want to get out on our 
own and these that want to stay on the reservation and keep their land 
can buy the bond back to get a title to the reservation. That way we'd 
all be happy. 

40823 I would like to have me sell the land and I draw all the money and 
not let the Government hold on to my children money as I have to try 
and make ends meet and they hand on to the children money and issues 
it out at $9 a month and they expect me to clothe and feed them on $9 
a month. 

40702 I have half interest in my mother’s and dad’s allotment but when I 
wanted to sell, my sister, the other heir, she wouldn’t sell. I don’t havea 
home for my children and it was my intention to buy with what money 
I would get from the land and she don’t have money to buy my share. 

40240 I have a half interest in a 160 acres. And in the last 19 years I have 
only received $16 rent. The other party which owns the other half in- 
terest moves people on the place without my consent and I have not 
been able to get any action from the agency about collecting rent. The 
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last party lived there 4 years and I couldn’t collect anything. I have 
timber on this place, overripe. I can’t get any action on selling the 
timber. I have tried for a division. I would have to get the other part 
to sell it, but no action on anything. On the other tracts of land I 
receive practically nothing. I would like to sell this land I own so I 
could build up the holdings I own and live on. 

I have interest in my mother’s land which my 10 brothers made an 
agreement to trade my share in one plan. There are now tracts 52 
acres in each. My one brother and I were to have one tract and the 
other was to go to my other brother but the Indian Bureau would never 
get around to having it settled and now one of my brothers died so I 
don’t know what will happen. I now have a lease on the one tract. 

Could it be possible, my mother wants to give her share of 
interest in my fathers allotment the land which I now live on to 
me, I went to Colville Indian Agency, Nespelum, Wash., to see about it 
but my trip was not successful. My mother owns three-ninths, 
three-ninths and myself three-ninths. I estimate about 25 acres of 
farmland and if I can’t have it done that way, I would like to have my 
share of three-ninths interest partitioned off, with my home on it. 

I am getting old and I am completely dependent on my one living 
child. I feel that I am a burden to my child. She has her own family 
to think about. The land is of no use to me and if I could selll it or 
lease it, it could help me be independent for the remainder of my life. 
I could help my grandchildren a little, and I could be a lot happier. As 
it is, I have lands, but I have nothing. 

Why hasn’t the estate been settled after over 40 years? Until 
it is settled, nothing can be done about her daughter’s estate. 
This is good land and could be used to an advantage. Also no income 
is derived from it because of failure to determine heirs. I would like 
to live on my share. 

We're pensioners yet we're land poor. If it were possible, we'd dis- 
pose of some land. To better ourselves and yet on the other hand we 
could be helping some other young people get started. 

I would like for some changes to be made so that I would get my 
share of money from heirship land without having to write or register 
a letter 2 or 3 months after everyone else has received theirs, also a 
statement of what it’s for. I mailed in to the agency my application for 
a patent fee on my allotment last September. I have never heard any- 
thing about it. Just why does it take so long to get a patent fee when 
I am the only one interested and want it. 

If I had all my heirship problems settled, it would enable me to will 
each tract to one child instead of all eight to fall heir to one tract, 
which is getting worse, as is some heirship lands that used to be good 
homes have now turn to forest tracts. One heir cannot move on it 
because one cousin objects. We would like to have some restrictions 
eased so we can sell, trade or exchange to individual tribal members 
or to tribe we would like regulations eased so I can cut and build better 
homes and buildings some of us older members have timber. We can 
help our children build with instead of having to ask tribal council for 
free use permit. 

I think that the Indian people should be allowed to keep their reser- 
vation and allowed to care for it themselves if possible. Our family 
has a small piece of land in which there are a number of interested 
parties. I think this land should be put in a for sale status, first to 
immediate shareholders, second, to the tribe and third, to the highest 
bidder. 

(1) In 1958 I wrote a letter to the real estate department of my 
agency asking for information to aid me in selling some of my heirship 
land. I received no reply of any kind. (2) About 8 years ago I wrote 
the superintendent of the agency inquiring how my husband and I could 
obtain a prospecting permit to prospect on the reservation. The super- 
intendent informed us by letter that matters of this kind are voted on 
by the tribal council. We then wrote another letter. this time to the 
tribal council, asking if thev would give us a permit to prospect on the 
reservation. To date. we have received no reply. (3) A few months 
before my mother’s death she was informed by a relative that there was 
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a possibility she had interest in land in Montana. She followed up the 
possibility and discovered there were three tracts of land. It was in- 
herited from her mother, who had been deceased 4 years previous to 
this discovery. It is a mystery why all heirs were never contacted 
and where the money, if any, had been going. There seems to be 
neglect on someone’s part and due to this neglect, an innocent person’s 
rights were needlessly mistreated. (4) Another problem is this: Why 
do our letters, requests, official papers, etc., either take several or more 
months to be completed or answered—and letters very often never 
answered? Also, why is it that we never receive carbon copies of any 
lease forms or copies of the forms drawn up when heirship land has 
finally been sold? I requested copies be sent to me, but that letter was 
never answered either. We were made wards of the Government and 
must receive an okay before we are able to do anything with our land 
but if an agency which has been placed in a position to aid us in our 
affairs, fails to even answer simple requests made by letter, then some- 
one please tell me where do we receive this Government aid forced upon 
us? I left the reservation to better myself, but now I must make a 
300-mile trip everytime I need a question answered. I'll end up in the 
“poorhouse” and the bits of land I do own aren’t large enough to pay 
for the time and money I’d have to spend. My letters don’t get a reply 
so I can’t get help or information on how or to whom I may sell my 
land. With no cooperation, how can I be rid of the land which is 
more trouble to me than it is worth? 

We want to clear, asking for clearing permit almost 1% years ago 
still no action. Willed a piece of land to my daughter, my cousin and 
I, alnost all of it, daughter cannot move on because one small holder 
remarks she would move in house if they finish one. Result: Daughter 
quit building and asked for assignment. Now wife and I want to sell 
80 acres on Coeur D’Alene because a bunch of individuals got very 
small hold on it, causes some trouble. We want to sell to Couer 
T’Alene but present regulations would take about 2 years complete. 
It is present regulations would like to change to 50 percent control, 
Government protection for reservation forever. 

My allotted land has been rented through the agency for 40 years 
and I have been very dissatisfied with the handling of it as it has come 
down from $50 to $10, of which I receive $9.75. I have been unable 
to get any information from the agency; this is the Colville Indian 
Agency at Nespelem, Wash. I have been unsuccessful in my attempts 
to discover why this has been done or where the additional money is 
going. I am under the impression that someone has been collecting my 
money for years and I can do nothing about it. Can you help me? 

I would like to sell some of this land as I’m now disabled by TB 
and cannot work for at least 1 year because I’ve just gone through 
surgery. If I could sell some of my heirship land I could go through 
vocational training school and take up some sort of trade. 

My mother and I would like to sell all or a part of the timber on our 
“shared” allotment, but from knowing all the problems, disappoint- 
ments, and all of the time and money that it took for others to do the 
same thing before, we decided that we would just have to let it sit. I 
have a small electrical business that I have just started, and I could 
certainly use some of the money that my share of the timber is worth 
to better it and make it expand. 

Just the slow process the way the land is handled, when you want to 
exchange property and have all parties in agreement, after 3 and 4 
years of waiting for the agency to get all papers in order, the individuals 
lose interest or give up, or die, and leave still more heirship problems 
when their own was never settled. 

I would like to have a list of tracts I have an interest in. I can’t 
get any information from the agency. They say they are too busy and 
that is their excuse. 

As the Bureau of Indian Affairs (specifically, the local agency) drafts 
negotiations for transfer, either sales or trades, it often takes years 
for completions or denial of such heirship or actual ownership of lands. 
I prefer quick local supervision and where I can personally take an 
active part. 
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I wrote to the agency and asked for a petition to sell our heirship 
holdings and the answer I received was I would have to get the signa- 
tures of two of the family who are deceased who are and . 
and my half brother also is deceased but left his wife and two 
children as heirs. The agent did not send me any papers to try and 
get the heirs to sign so as to sell the heirship property. I would be 
pleased to have it sold and divided amongst the heirs and it don’t seem 
as though we get as much rent as it should be. 

We certainly do. About 3 years ago we asked the heirs if we could 
buy their shares in the heirship we now live on. All were agreeable and 
signed papers to that effect, so we went ahead and built a modern 
7-room home and proceeded to build up the land which was in a very 
rundown condition. Now that the land is producing and fenced, one 
of the heirs has changed her mind and retracted her name which accord- 
ing to the present laws and regulation she was able to do. Now as 
we own the biggest share in these allotments and the rest of the heirs 
are anxious to sell, we don’t think it’s fair she can hold up the sale and 
purchase of this land. She holds about 10 acres out of 160 acres. 

I have no legal description of the lands and have been unable to 
obtain them. I object to the fact that dwellers are and have been living 
on the land rent free. 

We are having trouble on my mother and father’s land. We can’t 
sell because my niece’s stepfather’s share isn’t settled. He just has a 
small share of my mother’s. Now we can’t sell the land till they find 
the heirs of He’s a white man from California and his mother 
is still living down there some place in California. Now we can’t sell any 
timber or either the land and all my sisters and brothers would like to 
sell to get us a new house or something with our money. Now we can’t 
getared penny. It’s not doing us any good the way it is now and nobody 
is using the lands. Get a little grazing every year, about $2 or less. 

Being charged for irrigation water over the years for a piece of land 
that’s not even in use by anyone. The land is now for sale and by the 
time it’s sold the irrigation bill will probably take most of my share of 
the land. It’s only 10 acres. 

After waiting 3 years to get our mother’s allotment sold, it’s finally 
come to the top of the list. Then we were told that since my sister 
is dead and was married to a white man and he, too, is dead, they 
couldn’t sell our heirship land appraised at $11,800 because he left no 
will and they couldn’t settle his estate since he is white. And there's 
no one to ask the State to settle it except my niece, who is his stepdaugh- 
ter. So far she hasn’t succeeded in getting herself appointed admin- 
istrator of the estate so she could sign the necessary papers to sell said 
land and also a few trees on father estate which can’t be cut 
unless comes back from beyond to sign his consent. 

There are about 30 or 50 heirs to my grandmother and grandfatther’s 
land. Why cannot this land be sold before any more heirs come in? 
I do not like the way this heirship is handled. If the heirs get together 
and have a cash sale for land, why does it have to be processed and 
shelved for 6 months or more before this land may be sold and in the 
meantime also lose this sale? I could go into further details about this 
but we would have to write a book, for which I don’t have time or money. 
Lots of other people here are in the same fix. 

The heirship land we have been trying to sell for 5 or 6 years and 
have not succeeded yet is because the land sales officers at Nespelem 
keep telling us to wait and others who started their land sale after us 
have already sold and we have not. They have everything ready but 
are still holding it, for what I don’t know. I would like to know. 
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Fort Hatt AGEency 


Questionnaires were mailed to 704 heirs of the Fort Hall Agency 
and 92 (approximately 13 percent) completed returns were received 
from adults. 

GENERAL INFORMATION 


Median age of Fort Hall heirs is in the 41- to 50-year category, with 
the following distribution : 21 to 30, 14; 31 to 40, 28; 41 to 50, 17; 51 
and over, 29; no answer, 4. There were 40 males and 51 females. 
Seventy-four heirs reported having children, with a total of 285. 
Fifty-three heirs are heads of households, 86 are members of 
the tribe, 4 are not, and 2 did not answer. Median blood quantum 
of the heirs is full, with the following distribution: fullbloods, 52; 
three-quarter bloods, 16; halfbloods, 13; one-quarter or less Indian 
blood, 9; no Indian blood, 1; no answer, 1. Fifty-nine heirs live 
on the reservation, 30 live off, and 3 did not answer. Forty-two heirs 
live on trust or restricted Jand and 39 of this number live on the 
reservation. Fifteen heirs received welfare assistance during 1958 
and of this number 10 live on the reservation. 

Fifty-five heirs answered the question concerning income, and the 
median is in the $1,001 to $2,000 category. Median income for heads 
of households is in the same $1,001 to $2,000 category. Median income 
for heirs living on the reservation is between $1,001 and $2,000, where- 
as median for off-reservation Indians is between $2,001 and $3,000. 
Median income by blood quantum indicates that fullblood is less than 
$1,000; three-quarter blood median is between $2,001 and $3,000; half- 
blood median income is just about $4,000; and one-quarter or less 
median is between $2,001 and $3,000. 

Occupations of the heirs were reported as follows: 


Housewife__-_ 87 | Farmer 12 
Clerk stenographer 2 | Waitress_ 
Secretary___- 1} Laundress | 
Ranch hand__- 1 | Rancher 1 
Heavy equipment 1 | Clerk 
Engineer______ 1 | Service station attendant. 1 
Machine operator__...------------ 1 | Student_ 1 
Farm labor 1 


INTEREST IN HEIRSHIP LAND 


The 92 heirs of Fort Hall Agency have 213 interests in heirship 
tracts and 11 of these are public domain allotments. 

Twenty heirs live on lands in which they hold an undivided interest. 
Median age of this group is in the 41 to 50 age bracket, 15 are heads of 
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households, all are members of the tribe, median blood quantum is full, 
5 received welfare assistance during 1958, median income is between 
$1,001 and $2,000, and 6 of the group ranch or farm the land. 

Median income for all heirs reporting (59) is between $51 and $100, 
with the following distribution : $0 to $50, 22; $51 to $100, 16; $101 to 
$150, 2; $151 to $200, 3; $201 to $500, 8; $501 to $1,000, 4; $1,001 to 
$2,000, 3; $2,001 and over, 1; no answer, 33. Twenty-three heirs vis- 
ited heirship interests in 1959, 34 between 1958 and 1949, 2 between 
1948 and 1939, 1 prior to 1939, and 32 did not answer. Fifty-eight 
heirs live within 300 miles of their interests, 9 live between 301 and 600 
miles, between 601 and 900 miles, 2 over 900 miles, and 18 did not 
answer. 

ACTIONS 


Twelve heirs ranch or farm lands in which they hold an undivided 
interest and 21 have done so within the past 10 years. Forty-three 
heirs have attempted to dispose of heirship interests and 17 have been 
successful. The majority of dispositions were to the tribe with only 
two made to other individuals. The tribe has been unsuccessful in 12 
a to purchase heirship lands from these heirs, and other In- 
dians have been unsuccessful in 16 attempts. The heirs themselves 
have made 15 attempts to buy out other heirs. 


OPINIONS AND PROPOSALS 


Thirty-seven heirs intend to live on heirship lands in the future and 
37 intend to ranch or farm such lands. 

When asked if they wanted to sell or exchange some or all of their 
interests in heirship lands, 20 said some, 27 all, 36 none, and 9 did not 
answer. Therefore the majority want to sell or exchange some or all 
of their heirship land. 

One of the questions asked of the heirs was if they wanted Bureau of 
Indian Affairs control removed from heirship land and why. Fifty- 
five heirs wanted Bureau control retained, 18 wanted it removed, and 
19 did not answer. Some of the reasons given for retaining or remov- 
ing Bureau control were as follows : 


RETAIN BUREAU CONTROL 


*41141 Because, I would be unable to handle my own affairs, no education. 

41227 So I won’t have to pay taxes and other assessments. 

41195 To protect those not capable of handling their own affairs. 

41731 Because I don’t want termination. 

41284 I cannot afford the taxes that would be imposed. 

41679 Because I don’t think I am ready to control my own land, and that 
there are too many heirs on all the land that I have a share in. 

414380 I don’t want my land to be taxable. 

41634 Because I don’t live in that State and don’t have the time to go over to 
do it myself. 

41642 I’m blind and unable to do anything with my heirship land. 

41196 Because I think it is better that way, and I am not educated enough 
to have otherwise. 

41198 Because I will have no fear of losing my land for taxes. 


1 Individual’s code number. 


INDIAN HEIRSHIP LAND STUDY 469 
REMOVE BUREAU CONTROL 
41221 I have nothing personal against the present control, on the other hand 
they have never done anything outstanding for the Indians. 
’ 41611 It is very hard to obtain help from the Indian Agency. 
D 41188 I believe that I’m capable of handling my own affairs. 
+) 41163 I don’t ever want to go back to live on a reservation. 
‘ 41206 Donot like the way they run things. 
1 Question 26b asked the heirs if they would want their in- 
t terest sold and the money divided. Thirty-three wanted all the heir- 
) ship land sold, 14 wanted some sold, 19 none, and 26 did not answer. 
t The majority therefore, want some or all of the land sold. We have 
cross-tabulated the answers to this question by various categories, i.e., 
blood quantum, heirship income, residence, etc., to determine if there 
: if any significant difference of opinion held by certain groups. 
26b. I would like to have the tract(s) of heirship land in which I own an 
; interest sold and my share of the money paid to me. 
: Categories Sell all |Selisome| None | Noanswer 
Age: 
#1 t0 30 6 2 3 3 
Ss St to 12 2 8 6 
No answer. 0 0 0 1 
1 Have children: 
Total... 33 M4 19 26 
1 Head of household: 
pens 19 9 13 12 
Total........ 14 19 26 
Degree of Indian blood: 
or less. * 2 0 3 4 
0 0 1 0 
t Total... a 33 14 19 26 
Live on reservation: 
21 10 10 18 
ll 3 9 7 
33 14 19 26 
h Live on trust or restricted land: 
14 7 8 13 
Live on heirship land; 
7 3 3 
26 ll 16 16 
No answer ae 0 0 0 3 
26 
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None | No answer 


Categories 


Income from heirship land: 
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It is interesting to note that in some categories the majority want 
to sell all the land whereas in others the majority does not want to 
sell any. The following are the categories where the majority wants 
to sell all the land: (1) age 21 to 30; (2) age 31 to 40; (3) age 41 to 
50; (4) heirs with children; (5) heirs that are not heads of house- 
holds; (6) fullbloods; (7) three-quarter bloods; (8) heirs living on 
the reservation; (9) heirs not living on trust land; (10) heirs living 
on heirship land; 11) those with incomes of less than $50 from the 
land; (12) those with incomes of $151 to $200 from heirship land; 
13) those with incomes of over $2,001 from the land; (14) heirs not 
arming or ranching heirship land; and (15) heirs owning other lands 
in fee. The following categories are those where the majority of 
heirs do not want to sell their heirship lands: (1) one-quarter or less 
Indian blood; (2) no Indian blood; and (3) heirs ranching or farm- 
ing heirship land. In the other categories there is a majority want- 
ing to sell some or all, but not a clear majority wanting to sell all. 
As a matter of interest we have cross-tabulated question 25 con- 
cerning whether the heirs want to sell or exchange interests and ques- 
tion 26 concerning whether they want Bureau supervision retained 
—— question 26b asking if they wanted all their interests sold, as 
ollows: 


Question 26b: I would like to have the tract(s) of heirship land in which I 
own an interest sold and my share of the money paid to me. 


Sell No 


Sell 
all some 


Total 
‘25, Sell or exchange undivided interests: 
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$51 to $100 : 
$101 to $150 
$501 to $1,00 
$1,001 to $2,¢ 
= 
Farm or ranch heirship land: | 
33 14 19 26 
answer 
26a. Retain Bureau control: 
Miscidcelicaiederantdidsencnaneiihnniichdisdwmussmnbaiiad 33 14 19 26 
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This cross-tabulation indicates that of the 16 heirs that did not 
answer the question concernmg continued Bureau control of heirship 
land the majority want their lands sold. Of those heirs indicating 
they desire continued Bureau control, the majority want to have 
some or all of their heirship lands sold. Some heirs who answered 
question 25 by stating they wanted none of the lands sold indicated 
in answer to 26a they wanted some or all sold. This probably indi- 
cates a desire on the part of some heirs to have the Jand sold, but by 
the Bureau of Indian Affairs rather than by themselves. 

Question 26c asked if the heirs wanted all controls removed 
from their heirship lands so that the heirs themselves can handle 
it. Nineteen wanted all controls removed, forty-eight wanted 
them retained, and twenty-five did not answer. Again, this is an 
indication that while the majority of the heirs want all the lands 
sold, they do not want to handle the negotiations themselves. 

Question 27 was an attempt to get the heirs to make suggestions 
to the Congress concerning a possible solution to the problem. The 
question was worded in such a way as to inform the Indians that 

ssible solutions had been offered in the past and four of these were 
isted, then space was left for the heirs to make any recommendations 
they wanted. While the question was not intended to be one of mul- 
tiple choice it was found that some heirs merely checked off one of 
the proposed solutions. Other heirs wrote in suggestions that coin- 
cided with one or the other of the suggested solutions. Ten heirs 
wanted a simple majority to determine the use and/or disposition 
of the land, five felt that heirs owning more than half the land should 
decide, three wanted all heirship probates placed under State courts 
and State laws, while two felt sachs heir should have the right to ask 
State courts for partition or sale of the tract. The following are 
representative suggestions made by other heirs: 

*41611 ‘I think the land should be sold or divided among the heirs. 

41227 One heir should be allowed to buy other heirs’ interests providing 
they want to sell or other land could be obtained by exchange. 

41525 I would like it better if all our allotments were put together and 
deeded out among us all so we know where we stand. 

41329 I would like the tribes to buy what they can so they can allot it again. 

41633 Tribe should buy heirship land of Indians who do not live on the 


reservation and who want to sell because of too many inherited inter- 
ests in other lands. 


Question 28 asked if the heirs owned any land that is not held in trust 
and how they acquired it. Seventy-nine heirs answered the question 
and twenty-two (approximately 27 percent) own lands in fee. Seven 
purchased the tend, six inherited it, and the others did not state how 
they acquired the land. Median age of this group is in the 31 to 40 
gears of age category, 15 are heads of households, 22 are tribal mem- 

rs and 2 are not, median blood quantum is three-quarter, 12 live on 
the reservation, 8 live on trust land, none received welfare assistance 
during 1958, median income is in the $3,001 to $4,000 category (18 
eeorting) 6 live on heirship land, and 3 ranch or farm heirship 


Individual’s code number. 
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Question 29 was an attempt to draw from the heirs any and all 
problems connected with their heirship lands. The following extracts 
are representative of the problems reported by the heirs: 


* 41188 


41634 


41517 


41537 


41277 


41748 


I would like to sell all my inherited interests, to get my loan settled 
up. But the Government personnel here say they can’t do that. They 
just want to buy my own land which is on the outskirts of Blackfoot, 
Idaho. .I was offered $1,000 an acre for this land by an outsider, but 
the tribe here doesn’t want me to sell to an outsider. I’m willing to 
sell if they come to my price, so I’d like to hear direct from you. 

I’ve had some leased lands with no money coming from it. I don’t 
know if they give the lease money to the wrong person. My father’s 
lands after he died they claimed he willed it but I don’t think so because 
he was too old to know, what it was unless someone explain to him 
what it was about. I would like the office to sent all my lease money, 
papers, ete. direct to me. 

Yes, I do not intend to sell my heirship lands. I need more land 
and I like to exchange my heirship lands for other heirship land right 
close to my place, Also, I like to see money appropriated for this 

This should have been done long ago. And another thing 
I want to bring to your attention. Land appraisal and market value, 
these two categories should be reasonably determined. I say this be- 
cause I have heard from reliable source where land is appraised too 
high for Indians and less for whites, I hope the committee will under- 
stand my scribble. I thank you, Committee on Interior and Insular 
Affairs, House of Representatives. 

All heirship should be sold because not one of the owners can farm 
it without the other say so, beside they are always fighting over it or 
aa gl the best part of the land or some of them won't sign for 
ease. 

I would like to receive more returns (money) from my 720 acres. 
Have signed papers giving highway right-of-way, some for grazing 
leases, permission to take gravel from two sections. In the State of 
Washington gravel is paid for. Of course I do not know whether the 
Indians are paid for their gravel. This spring I was sent a lease to 
sign offering me $7 for 20 acres a year for grazing. There was no 
explanation as to what they intended to graze. I did not sign. 

Just received a letter from a real estate company wishing to buy 160 
acres. I have no patent on my land, besides have no one to advise me. 
Thank you for any help you may be able to give me. 

Yes, I would like to know about it. 

Yes; our land was leased to a white man without our consent. Many 
Indians’ lands are also being sold without permission. Please see that 
this is stopped. We do not want any Indian lands sold or disposed of. 

Yes, it seem we just can’t get along over the heirship all of us. 
We have better fight over it and I dont think anybody will live on the 
land. I was trying to buy it from my brother * * * he OK’d it but 
my sister is try to own some too and my mother * * * want to sell 
it, it all, so we won’t have to bother with it. So you can see how it is. 
And I want to live there but cant cause other mad about it and want 
more money than the other and now I want to sell my share of it, and 
I hope this can be done. Thanks. 

I hope you will do some action on this land cause its been over 
18 year now we have quarrel over it, so action has to be done. The 
house the use to be on the land was sold and my sister * * * was mad 
and thought she was suppose to get some money too but the heirship 
was not hers (yet). Well, I do hope this will be done (sold). 

Yes. Many Indian lands are being disposed of illegally and often 
without consent and often to white people. This is done by the Indian 
agents or puppet agency counsuls. 

This practice should be stopped at once. We wish to keep our land. 
This property was lease to * * * a white man without my permission. 


1 Individual’s code number. 


| | 

41281 

41754 

41571 


nor 


OT FR ae 


NortTHern Ipano AGENcY 
Questionnaires were mailed to 754 heirs of the Northern Idaho 


Agency and 119 (approximately 15 percent) completed returns were 


received from adults. 
GENERAL INFORMATION 


Median of Northern Idaho heirs is in the 41 to 50 age category 
with the following distribution : 21 to 30, 8; 31 to 40, 28; 41 to 50, 23; 
51 and over, 60. Fifty-three are males and 65 are females. Eighty- 


two heirs reported having children with a total of 326. Seventy- 


three heirs are heads of households, 116 are tribal membe 

2 are not, 1 did not answer. Median blood quantum is full with the 
following distribution : Fullbloods, 79; three-quarter bloods, 15; half- 
blood, 15; one-quarter or less Indian blood, 8. Seventy-five heirs 
live on the reservation, and 52 live on trust or restricted land. Forty- 
eight of the fifty-two heirs living on trust land reside on the reserva- 
tion. Twenty heirs received welfare assistance during 1958 and 14 
of this group reside on the reservation. 

Sixty-two heirs answered the question concerning income and the 
median is in the $1,001 to $2,000 category. Median income for heads 
of households is in the $1,001 to $2,000 cat . Median income for 
both the heirs living on and the heirs living off the reservation is in the 
$1,001 to $2,000 category. It is interesting to note that fullblood 
median income is between $1,001 and $2,000, three-quarter blood me- 
dian is less than $1,000, halfblood median between $2,001 and $3,000, 
and one-quarter or less Indian blood median income is between $3,001 
and $4,000. 

Occupations of the heirs were reported as follows: 


Housewife 50 | Retired 11 
Laborer 10} Sawmill worker + 
Farm labor 4) Logger 2 
Beadwork 2) Waitress 4 
Clerk 2) Practical nurse 1 
Patrol operator. 1| Teacher 1 
Machinist 1] Mechanic 1 
Truckdriver 1| Millworker 1 
Janitress 1| Mechanic’s helper 1 
Gardener 1} Student 1 
Surveyor 1} Tribal official 1 
Farmer 17 


INTERESTS IN HEIRSHIP LAND 


_ The heirs of Northern Idaho Agency have 290 undivided interests 
in heirship lands, and 33 of these are public domain allotments. 
Twenty-seven heirs live on heirship land in which they own an 
undivided interest. Median age of this group is over 51, 21 are heads 
of households, all are members of the tribe, median blood quantum 
is full, four received welfare assistance during 1958, median income 
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is in the $1,001 to $2,000 category, median income from heirship land 
is in the $201 to $500 category (only 10 reporting), and 5 ranch or 
farm the land. 

Median income for all heirs reporting (84) is just about $150, with 
the following distribution: $0 to $50, 22; $51 to $100, 13; $101 to 
$150, 7; $151 to $200, 4; $201 to $500, 10; $501 to $1,000, 12; $1,001 to 
$2,000, 11; $2,001 and over, 5; no answer, 35. Thirty-nine heirs 
visited their heirship interest in 1959, 31 between 1958 and 1949, and 
49 did not answer. Eighty-seven heirs live within 300 miles from 
their heirship lands, 3 between 301 and 600 miles, 3 between 601 and 
900 miles, 4 live over 900 miles away, and 22 did not answer. 


ACTIONS 


Eleven heirs ranch or farm heirship land in which they own an 
interest, and 22 have done so within the past 10 years. Forty-six 
heirs have attempted to dispose of heirship interests and 14 suc- 
ceeded. Only one disposition was made to the tribe, the others were 
to individuals, The tribe has been unsuccessful in 7 attempts to 

urchase lands from the heirs, other Indians have been unsuccessful 
in 12 cases. The heirs themselves have made 20 attempts to buy out 
other heirs. 

OPINIONS AND PROPOSALS 


Thirty-three heirs plan to live on heirship tracts and 31 intend 
to ranch or farm the land. 

When asked if they wanted to sell or exchange some or all of their 
interests in heirship land, 31 said some, 24 all, 56 none, and 8 did not 
answer. This indicates that the majority want to sell or exchange 
some or all of the heirship land; however, those wanting to sell or 
exchange all do not constitute a majority. 

One of the questions asked of the heirs was if they wanted Bureau 
of Indian Affairs control removed from heirship land and why. 
Seventy-four wanted Bureau control retained, 29 wanted it removed, 
and 16 did not answer. The following extracts are representative of 
the reasons given for retaining or removing Bureau control: 


42176 
41818 
42340 
41842 


41951 
42100 


41931 
42468 


42243 
41928 
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RETAIN BUREAU CONTROL 


Am too old. 

Because I live on one of the allotments share. 

So that lands would not get out of Indian ownership. 
Remains tax exempt. 

We can’t afford to pay the taxes. 

In case of some of the heirs would not pay their share of the taxes 
the land would not be sold for the taxes. 

Because it would remain tax free. 

Am too old, could never earn money to pay taxes. 

Because I’m living out of State most of the time. 

Because under Government controls we will retain our trust status 
is most important in retaining our identity as Indians. 

Because I am not living on the reservation. 

Because of not being well educated. 


REMOVE BUREAU CONTROL 


I feel that land belonging to an Indian should be left up to that person 
to decide what he wants to do with it. 

They told me I’m from Canada that they can’t handle my heirship 
land. 

Because I’m old and have no heirs. 

I think the Indian Bureau is a detriment to the Indians. 

Too many heirs on every heirship land, etc. 

The Bureau is too inefficient in handling of exchanges and sales, it 
takes them years at times to process each transaction. 

Unless they are staffed adequately to supervise the divisions and 
transactions and provide loans for purchases. 

I have such small shares it don’t pay and I'd like to do my own 
business. 

They don’t agree to divide it because of small pieces it’s in. 

Because I have land which stands idle for 4 years now without 
rent, one heir disagrees low rent. 

Because I cannot borrow any money from either agency where I 
am badly in need. 

Too much redtape. 


Question 26b asked the heirs if they would want their in- 


terests sold and the money divided. Thirty-five heirs wanted all 
the lands sold, 18 wanted some sold, 41 did not want any sold, and 
: 25 did not answer. Therefore a majority of those answering want 


some or all of the heirship land sold; however, those wanting all the 
land sold are not in the majority. We have cross-tabulated the 
answers to this question by various categories, i.e., blood quantum, 
heirship income, residence, etc., to determine if there is any significant 
difference of opinion held by certain groups. 


26b I would like to have the tract(s) of heirship land in which I own an 
interest sold and my share of the money paid to me. 


1 Individual’s code number. 
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Categories Sell Sell None No 
all some answer 
4 0 1 3 
10 5 9 4 
5 2 ll 5 
16 ll 20 13 
0 0 0 0 
35 18 41 25 
16 17 12 
18 10 24 3 
0 0 0 
35 18 41 25 
22 16 30 14 
12 2 ll ll 
1 0 0 0 
35 18 41 25 
19 12 23 14 
14 6 12 ll 
2 0 1 0 
35 18 41 25 
17 14 33 15 
5 2 6 2 
8 1 2 1 
3 1 0 4 
0 0 0 0 
2 0 0 0 
35 18 41 25 
18 12 29 16 
17 6 12 9 
0 0 0 0 
35 18 41 25 
10 8 22 12 
22 8 ll 
3 2 2 2 
35 18 41 2 
& 3 7 
26 14 31 17 
1 1 1 
35 18 41 25 
$0 to 16 1 2 3 
$51 to $100 2 4 3 4 
$501 to $1,000___...__. gneuupditinassnactnnbaminian 3 2 5 1 
5 5 13 12 
Farm or ranch heirship land: 
35 16 31 2 
Total... 35 18 41 25 
Own fee land 
1 2 0 5 
_ 35 18 41 25 


Heo 
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The cross tabulation indicates the majority of heirs in the following 
categories do not want to sell any heirship land: (1) A up 41 
to 50; (2) fullbloods; (3) heirs living on heirship land; (4) heirs 
living on trust or restricted lands; (5) those with heirship land in- 
comes from $101 to $1,000; (6) heirs with heirship incomes over 
$2,001; and (7) heirs ranching or farming heirship land. The ma- 
jority of heirs in the following categories want to sell all the heir- 
ship lands: (1) age group 21 to 30; (2) heirs with one-half Indian 
blood; (3) heirs with one-fourth or Jess Indian blood; and (4) those 
with incomes from their heirship lands of less than $50. 

As a matter of interest we have cross tabulated question 25 concern- 
ing whether the heirs want to sell or exchange interests and question 
26 concerning whether they want Bureau supervision retained with 
question 26b asking if they wanted all their interests sold, as follows: 


Question 26b: I would like to have the tract(s) of heirship land in which 
I own and interest sold and my share of the money paid to me. 


Sell all |Sellsome| None No 
answer 
26(a). Retain Bureau control: 
WOR 13 ll 32 18 
No 8 1 1 6 
25. Sell or exchange undivided interests: 


Those Indians wanting to retain Bureau control voted in the ma- 
jority not to sell any heirship land, those wanting Bureau control re- 
moved were in favor of selling some or all of the land, whereas with 
those not answering the question, the majority want to sell. 

Question 26c asked if the heirs wanted all controls removed from 
their heirship lands so that the heirs themselves can handle it. 
Twenty-four wanted the controls removed, 64 did not and 31 did not 
answer. 

Question 27 was an attempt to get the heirs to make s ions to 
the Congress concerning a possible solution to the problem. The 
question was worded in such a way as to inform the Indians that pos- 
sible solutions had been offered in the past and four of these were 
listed, then space was left for the heirs to make any recommenda- 
tions he wanted. While the question was not intended to be one of 
multiple choice it was found that some heirs merely checked off one of 
the proposed solutions. Other heirs wrote in suggestions that coin- 
cided with one or the other of the suggested solutions. Sixteen heirs 
felt that a majority of the heirs should determine the use and/or dis- 
position of the lands, 10 felt that heirs owning more than half the 
tract should decide, 9 felt all heirship probates should be settled by 
State courts and under State laws, and two wanted each heir to have 
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the right to appeal to State courts for partition or sale of the land. 
The following extracts are representative of other suggestions made: 


* 42188 The larger heirs buying out the smaller heirs. 
42422 Well for me I would be all free these lands. 
42132 It should be sold too many young heirs. 

Enact legislation giving the Secretary of Interior power of attorney 
to purchase such lands for the tribe proceeds to be paid direct to heirs 
involved. 

To each person competent I think each person should manage their 
own business. 

Legally, 75 percent of the owners should concur on lease, partition, 
sale, or the timber cut. 

There are too many heirs on the land we own. No two of us agree. 
Sell it. 

Create a land consolidation program ; let the Indians buy the heir out. 

Why not set up laws to enforce making wills, and wills not to 
fractionate holdings too much. 

Land sold back to tribe, to a member of the tribe. . 

Heirship land should be sold to the tribe when the number of heirs in 
allotment have become so numerous that the amount received is less 
than $100 per annum. Or any member of the same allotment be allowed 
to buy the other heirs off. 

42485 The holder of the biggest part of the land should be the only one to 
sign papers. 
42292 Sell all heirship land and get some taxes out of the land. 


Question 28 asked if the heirs owned land that was not held in trust. 
Of the 111 heirs answering the question, 23 owned lands in fee status, 
Therefore approximately 26 percent of those answering the question 
do own lands in fee. Median age of fee-land owners is over 51, 12 are 
heads of households, all but 1 are members of the tribe, median blood 
quantum is full, 10 live on the reservation, none live on trust land, 3 
received welfare assistance during 1958, median income was in the 
pat to $2,000 category, 6 live on heirship land, and 3 ranch or 

arm it, 

Question 29 was an attempt to draw from the heirs any and all com- 
plaints concerning their heirship lands. It was worded in very gen- 
eral terms and brought forth varied problems the heirs were experienc- 
ing. The following extracts are representative of the problems 
encountered. 


* 42379 We live on another reservation and are making our home here. It’s 
hard for us to look after our interests and by that we lose considerable 
money each year. I would like to sell some of these tracts; there are 
minors involved in all tracts; about the time they become of age one of 
the older ones die and some more minors are heirs, then our problem 
starts over again. Another. It’s hard to try and trade, usually there 
are some that hold small interests that try to use it to get money out 
of the larger shareholders; they try and hold up the Jand sales or leas- 
ing of land. I wish the Government to speed up these sales and let the 
courts handle any problems in the future. 

I got a heirship land which I own half of it timberland also farmland. 
I want to sell the land. Agency office told me they don’t handle Canadian 
people’s land, that for us to do anything with them, so I figure if its 
all right for me to sell my share. I ama Canadian woman. Now I am 
trying to sell my heirship land with my son. Lapwai Agency said he’s 

‘ got nothing to do with it. 

41951 Due to so many interested in our allotments it is very difficult to im- 
prove our unit or for any of us, who own a share to build a home since 

‘no one knows what the status will be from year to year. It is also not 

good business for us to spend what few dollars we get not knowing who 


1 Individual’s code number. 
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or what member having and interest may be awarded the buildings. The 
Yakima Indian Nation_has fallen heirs to many Nez Perce tracts, but a 
very unfair bill passed by Congress no other tribe can “inherit” any 
property in the Yakima Reservation. 

The Indian land is marked way below what it should be—only $30 per 
acre. You can’t buy a lot for that anymore. . 

The rent money coming in isn’t enough to make me want to continue 
on this way. It would be better for all concerned if the land was sold 
immediately. 

I think if a person owns land all by himself he should be able to do 
what he wants to with it. Since he had to pay for the land himself. I 
owned three-quarters share and purchased the other one-quarter share 
then purchased another allotment because I didn’t have any water or a 
road to get in and out of my place to buy the other allotment. I mort- 
gaged my place and the one I bought now I would to cut some timber 
on my place to help pay off the mortgage but we were told some of the 
trees are still at their growing stage but the trees and land won’t do 
us any good if we can’t keep our payments of $70 a month for 5 years up. 
We were able, however, to obtain a permit to cut some trees to clear 30 
acres for cultivating. We're not interested in growing trees. I want 
to feed and sell cattle and put my land in hay and grass for pasture. 

We would like the Government straighten or right all the boundaries 
on all Indian allotments and our tribal timber reserves. On those 
lands, where lines have been moved into Indian lands, I think all lands 
should be surveyed again. 

Some or most of this heirship lands I have share is very small and 
amount to not much. I like to sell them, so I can buy a land or some 
kind of business where I can stay and run the place myself, perhaps 
build my home. 

I have a share in Oregon and the Umatilla Reservation. I never get 
lease papers to sign so I don’t know if I have money there or not. I’ve 
been trying to sell my share; they don’t answer. Last year I got $6.66. 
I would like to know how much land I got and if the land is leased out. 
I think I got a share on the Colville Reservation ; I’m not sure. 

Yes, I have plenty. It would take more than this sheet of paper to 
explain all my problems. One thing if I could of found a good renter 
got some money when I needed it would of helped. I never signed a 
lease since I inherited this property, till July 17, 1959, so I could get 
my money direct, but the lease had been made. The superin- 
tendent said I didn’t have enough interest. This property have legal 
say one-quarter interest is what I own. My three children own other 
three-quarters. I believe that they should give us a little more con- 
sideration, than they do. I would appreciate very much if could 
would look into this they also took my pasture rent $58.25. 

My brother and myself are in heirship with eight others, theirs being 
a two-third share, ours one-third split. We wanted to divide on a 2 and 
some acres of land, but were told no land division of such a small acre- 
age could be made. Our share would have been enough for my brother 
and his wife and my husband and myself to either of us build on some 
now we're off the reservation. I’m just bitter at the agency staff, not 
your department. 

As my personal grievence, I would say I disapprove of our local 
branch offices in Lapwai’s method of controlling or overseeing my tract 
interests, and would prefer removal of such offices control and re- 
strictions. I believe I would benefit more by receiving independent 
control. 

My main problem is I don’t get any money on certain land which has 
been put in crop and they’re trying to crowd me out of my share. To 
which I have the most share, and I keep trying to straighten with the 
Indian agency but takes months before they answer or even try to help. 
They don’t listen to the truth. I suppose to share a whole 40 and half of 
a 60. But now I share one-third of both and I’m still alive and my 
share is getting divided. I'd like to have someone explain that to the 
land office or whoever suppose to look after the heirship—and I like 
to see money come my way from what I own. 
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My problem is too many heirs for the small amount of land in which 
I have an heirship. At present there are 36 heirs for 27 acres. 

Yes. (a) I receive no rent, no benefits from it of any kind, no place 
to live. (b) I would like to either have it divided so I could build on 
it or rent my share; or (c) put it on the market and sell it. 

Yes. I would like to know how much share and the location, 

Some time ago, about 4 or 5 years ago, the price of timber was very 
high. I have over a hundred thousand feet of timber, location good. 
I wanted sold, I help to cruise the timber, and they kept putting it off 
till the bottom dropped out of the prices so naturally it didn’t sell. 
They beg me to sell. I refused. Now they tell me I can’t even cut for 
my own use without their consent. I, solely, own this tract of timber. 
The prices are up again, should I ask them to sell it for me and wait 
a year or two for the results? Or is there any help I can get to harvest 
the timber myself? 

On the allotment I am living on now When we got our Celilo 
settlement I told my son I would give him approximately 40 more or less 
to build on but I had to get a surveyor and we have tried but we can’t 
get one to make us a deed and survey it so I can get it done. I also told 
one of my daughters to go ahead and build a church of our choice and 
I would give her 2 acres more or less to build a church and to keep 
part for herself. The church has been built and my son has built a 
home and I am old and want to get this done before I pass away but my 
hands are tied. So I would appreciate help on how best to get this 
done as I am not too well due to a heart condition. I can’t seem to get 
to first base on it down at our agency in Lapwai. I must get it done. 
The ones who I have given a portion they will not share in the rest 
of my property. Been trying since 1954. 

I’ve lost all interest in possible heirship to property of my father 
People who were willing to witness my claims for regaining property are 
now deceased. At time of estate hearing I was financially unable to 
attend hearing. Property went to legal wife of my father. Upon her 
demise, property went to her grandchildren of offspring not of my 
father. 

I’m the only living offspring (son) of my father and yet I have none 
of his property. Instead people in no way related to my father now own 
his land and I have no legal control whatsoever. 

Similar circumstances occurred during estate hearing of deceased 
bgt , also known as . Claimed to be brother of my 
ather. 

Yes, the Indian agency is very slow and reluctant about the distri- 
bution of our money derived from crops. We should get this money 
shortly after crops are removed (September) so we could prepare for 
winter but we seldom receive this money until late February causing 
a hardship on us. We do not have the proper clothing and food during 
these cold months. Our lands are leased to white farmers on a crop 
share basis with the Indian agency in full charge of all leases, money, 
ete. The agency is very slow in the distribution of our money with 
little regard for welfare. 

Yes, there are quite a few heirs on our land, and my father was white 
and he owns the most of it. He has been missing for several years, and 
the land is held in trust; he is a white man, and will there be any back 
taxes on it. We cannot live on the land because is all bluffs and very 
steep ground, so I believe that it should be sold for we do not own 
enough to build a house on. 

Yes, there has been no money received from the rent of this land for 
at least 3 years. I would like to know why none has been forth- 
coming. 

Not receiving an answer from the agency for any information I need. 
More often I’ve had to write the Portland office since the Lapwai, Idaho, 
Agency ignores letters. It seems everyone is dissatisfied with the 
office force there. Most of them have been there for years and have 
built a small empire. 
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Warm Sprines Acrencr 


Questionnaires were mailed to 908 heirs of the Warm Springs 
Agency and 126 (approximately 13 percent) completed returns were 
received from adults. 


GENERAL INFORMATION 


Median age of Warm Springs heirs is in the 41- to 50-year category 
with the following distribution : 21 to 30, 33; 31 to 40, 25; 41 to 50, 22; 
51 and over, 41; no answer, 5. There are 57 males and 67 females, 
and two did not answer. One hundred heirs have children with a 
total of 349. Eighty heirs are heads of households, 115 are tribal 
members, 7 are not, 4 did not answer. Median blood quantum 
is full with the following distribution; full bloods, 87; three- 
quarter bloods, 9; one-half bloods, 11; one-quarter or less Indian 
blood, 11; no Indian blood, 1; no answer, 7. Eighty-five heirs live on 
the reservation, 38 off, and 3 did not answer. Siscty-aie heirs live on 
trust or restricted land, and of this number 64 live on the reservation. 
Thirty-eight heirs received welfare assistance during 1958, and 23 
of the group reside on the reservation. 

Sixty-nine heirs answered the question concerning income and the 
median is in the $1,001 to $2,000 category. When income is computed 
for heads of households, we find the median is in the $2,000 to $3,000 
category. Median income for the heirs living on the reservation is 
in the $1,001 to $2,000 category whereas for those living off the reser- 
vation it is over $4,000. By blood quantum we find the full blood 
median is between $1,001 to $2,000; the three-quarter blood median 
is between $1,001 and $2,000; one-half blood median is over $4,000; 
and one-quarter or less Indian blood median income is just about. 

000 


Occupations of the heirs were reported as follows: 
Housewife Laborer 


Farmer. Retired 

Federal Government employment_._ Farm laborer 
Fisherman Mechanic___ 
Carpenter__ Armed services. 
Rancher Musician_ 
Student Medical technologist. 
Buyer__ 
Longshoreman 
Logging___ 
Unemployed 
Fireguard 
Millworker___ 
Busdriver__ 
Police detective 
Nurse 


Painter__-_ 
Heavy equipment operator 
Tribal employee 
Road engineer__ 


INTERESTS IN HEIRSHIP LAND 


_ The 126 Warm Spring heirs that answered the questionnaire have 
interests in 320 undivided tracts of heirship land and 52 of these are 
public domain allotments. 

Thirty-one heirs live on heirship tracts in which they hold an un- 
divided interest. Median age of this group is in the 41- to 50-year- 
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age bracket, 19 are heads of households, 30 are tribal members, 1 is 
not, median blood quantum is full, 5 received welfare assistance dur- 
ing 1958, median income is less than $1,000 (18 reporting), and 7 
ranch or farm the heirship land. 

Median income from heirship lands for all heirs reporting (70) is 
between $151 to $200, with the following distribution; $0 to $50, 26; 
$51 to $100, 4; $101 to $150, 4; $151 to $200, 2; $201 to $500, 14; $501 
to $1,000, 8; $1001 to $2,000, 10; $2,001 and over, 2; no answer, 56. 

Thirty heirs visited heirship tracts in 1959 (there was some con- 
fusion among the heirs since 31 stated they lived on heirship land in 
which they held an interest) , 38 visited the land last between 1958 and 
1949, 3 between 1948 and 1939, 2 prior to 1939, and 53 did not answer. 

Seventy-two heirs live within 300 miles of their heirship land, 4 
between 301 and 600 miles, 2 between 601 and 900 miles, 7 over 900 
miles, and 41 did not answer. 


ACTIONS 


Ten heirs ranch or farm hands in which they hold an undivided 
interest. Twenty-six heirs have used heirship land in the past and 
25 within the past 10 years. Thirty-five heirs have attempted to 
dispose of heirship interests and 13 have succeeded. Most of the 
dispositions were made to individuals. In 8 cases the tribe has unsuc- 
cessfully attempted to purchase the interests of heirs, and in 12 
cases other Indians have been unsuccessful in attempting to purchase 
the interests. The heirs themselves have made 17 attempts to buy 
out other heirs. 

OPINIONS AND CONCLUSIONS 


Thirty-seven heirs plan to live on heirship lands in the future, and 
32 plan to ranch or farm such interests. 
hen asked if they wanted to sell or exchange some or all of 
their interests in heirship lands, 32 said some, 22 all, 54 none, and 18 
did not answer. Therefore, there is an even balance, with 54 wanting 
to sell or exchange some or all and 54 not wanting to sell or exchange 


any. 
One of the —— asked of the heirs was if they wanted Bureau 


of Indian Affairs control removed from heirship land and why. 
Eighty-eight wanted Bureau control continued, 11 wanted it, removed, 
and 27 did not answer. The following are representative of the 
reasons \ for retaining or removing Bureau control over heir- 
ship land: 


* 43276 


42924 
43174 
42667 
43117 
43421 
42969 


43097 
42956 
43268 
48316 


43223 


43115 
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RETAIN BUREAU CONTROL 


Because in event of sale we can get better prices and in leasing trans- 
actions we can collect better. 

I not able to handle it myself. 

Because of the small shareholders. 

No education. 

For a woman it’s hard to pay taxes and support yourself. 

Because I live too far away to look after it. 

I lost 40 acres by foreclosure after my former husband received deed. 
Also, I need tax exemption. 

I don’t know how and it is my living and birthright. 

Security. 

I do not read ; they keep record of leases. 

Don’t know much about the control of heirship land. 


REMOVE BUREAU CONTROL 


Cannot see what good it does to the individual Indian, or help if any. 

Restrictions are too great to suit my personal needs. 

I would prefer to handle my own affairs and interests at my own dis- 
cretion. 

I feel competent of handling my own affairs and I don’t feel it neces- 
sary to be treated like a child. 

Interior solicitor’s department take a long time to settle heirship lands 
and most of the witnesses die pending hearing. I would prefer rather 
have local State probate courts look into the matter. 

Because if we own this land we should be able to do with it what we 
want. 


Question 26b asked the heirs if they would want their interests 
sold and the money divided. Thirty-one wanted all the land sold, 
8 wanted some sold, 36 none, and 51 did not answer. Therefore, 


while the majority of those voting want some or all sold there is not 
a majority wanting all the heirship land sold. We have cross- 
tabulated the answers to this question by various categories; i.¢., blood 
quantum, and so forth, to determine if there is any significant differ- 
ence of opinion among various groups. 


1 Individual’s code number. 


IS 
1S 
) ? 
1 
d 42898 
43073 
43406 
4 
x 
d 
0 
— 
y 
d 
i 
yf 
8 
re 
£ 
@ 
Ba 


484 INDIAN HEIRSHIP LAND STUDY 
26b I would like to have the tract(s) of heirship land in which I own an 
interest sold and my share of the money paid to me. 
Categories Sell Sell None No 
all some answer 
21 to 30. 7 2 12 12 
31 to 40. 5 4 3 13 
No answer. 2 0 1 2 
Total 31 8 36 51 
“Male... 11 3 21 22 
Female 19 5 15 28 
No answer-.. 1 0 0 1 
Total 31 8 36 51 
Have children: 
25 5 27 43 
Total_ 31 8 36 51 
Head of household: 
es... 17 3 25 35 
pe 12 5 10 M4 
No answer. on 2 0 1 2 
ated. 31 8 36 51 
Devree of Indian blood* 
21 8 26 32 
3 0 5 1 
0 0 4 3 
isiichdsccHabinmemebiphuaathsnonusansseughctesenenatl 31 8 36 51 
Live on reservation: 
Yes_... 18 7 29 31 
13 1 6 18 
No answer. akbtegidhtiensheénssetbuvcanbhoatibades 0 0 1 2 
Total _- $1 8 36 51 
Live on trust or restricted land: 
_ 13 7 23 23 
3 0 4 5 
Total_ 31 8 36 51 
Live on heirship land: 
24 4 22 39 
31 8 36 51 
Income from heirship land 
to $50_..... 6 1 5 4 
$51 to $100- 2 0 1 1 
2 0 0 2 
$151 to $200. 0 0 1 1 
0 0 7 1 
$1,001 to $2,000... 2 3 5 0 
1 0 1 0 
. Total......... 31 8 36 
Farm or ranch heirship land: 
1 1 6 2 
TTL 30 7 30 46 
Total. 31 8 36 51 
Own fee lands: 
Yes... 2 4 7 
No.... 18 6 29 33 
No 6 0 3 
Total _- 31 8 36 51 
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The majority of heirs in the following categories do not want to 
sell any of their heirship interests: (1) owe 51 and over; (2) those 
between 21 and 30; (3) male heirs; (4) heirs not having children; 
(5) heads of households; (6) three-quarter bloods; (7) no Indian 
blood (only one) ; (8) heirs that live on the reservation; (9) heirs that 
live on trust or restricted land; (10) those living on heirship lands; 
(11) those with heirship incomes between $151 and $200; (12) those 
with heirship incomes between $501 and $1,000; (13) heirs who farm 
or ranch heirship lands; and (14) heirs who do not own fee lands. 
The majority of heirs in the following categories want to sell all heir- 
ship lands: (1) Heirs of one-half blood; (2) heirs of one-quarter 
or less Indian blood; (3) heirs living off the reservation; (4) heirs 
not living on trust or restricted lands; (5) those with heirship in- 
comes between $51 and $150; and (6) heirs owning lands in fee. 

As a matter of interest, we have cross-tabulated question 25, concern- 
ing whether the heirs want to sell or exchange interests, and question 
26, concerning whether they want Bureau supervision retained, with 
question 26b, asking if they wanted all their interests sold, as follows: 


Question 26b: I would like to have the tract(s) of heirship land in which I 
own an interest sold and my share of the money paid to me. 


Sell all Sell None No 
some answer 
26a. Retain Bureau control 
18 7 27 36 
Total. 31 8 36 51 
25. Sell or exchange undivided interest: 
Yes, some. a 6 7 9 10 
Yes, all... 20 0 0 2 
No answer. 2 1 2 13 
Total... 31 8 36 51 


Twenty-five heirs that want Bureau control retained prefer that 
some or all of their heirship land be sold, and 9 heirs that did not an- 
swer the question wanted all their heirship lands sold. Three heirs 
that did not want to sell or exchange heirship interests did want 
their heirship land sold. This can probabl explained in that 
some heirs who want their heirship land sold do not want to do the 
selling themselves. 

Question 26c asked if the heirs wanted all controls removed from 
their heirship lands so that the heirs themselves can handle it. Nine- 
teen wanted the Bureau to retain control of the land, 64 wanted the 
Bureau control removed, and 43 did not answer. This is rather in- 
teresting since there was not a clear majority of heirs wanting the 
land sold, evidently there is a desire on the part of the heirs to handle 
the land themselves without selling it. 

Question 27 was an attempt to draw from the heirs suggestions to 
the Congress concerning a possible solution to the problem. The ques- 
tion was worded in such a way as to inform the Indians that possible 
solutions had been offered in the past and four of these were listed, then 
Space was left for the heirs to wok any recommendations they wanted. 
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While the question was not intended to be one of multiple choice it 
was found that some heirs merely checked off one of the proposed solu- 
tions. Other heirs wrote in suggestions that coincided with one or 
the other of the suggested solutions. Nineteen heirs felt that a simple 
majority should determine the use and/or disposition of heirship land, 
8 felt that heirs owning more than half the tract should decide, and 3 
wanted State courts to handle probate actions under State law. Some 
of the other suggestions made were as follows: 

* 43364 I wish that the heirship land with too many heirs should be sold. 

48365 They should be able to do as they see fit to do with their land. 

43182 As usual, legal procedure will overrule justice to the Indian. My 
belief is that nothing can be done without offending the minor share- 
holder. The situation is so critical that any one of the above could 
serve. 

42822 Everybody should keep his share or sell it. It’s up to the individual. 

42972 The Indian lands should be held for Indians only. Our reservation 
is small already, Something should be worked out so the tribe could 
buy these lands. 

Question 28 asked if the heirs owned land that was not held in trust. 
Of the 106 heirs answering the question, 20 (approximately 18 per- 
cent) owned lands in fee. Nine stated they purchased the lands, 
the others did not say how they-acquired them. Median age of this 
group is in the 31- to 40-age bracket, 8 are heads of households, all 
are members of the tribe, median blood quantum is full, 11 live on the 
reservation, 6 live on trust land, 5 received welfare assistance in 
1958, median income is in the $1,001 to $2,000 bracket, 4 live on heir- 

land, and 1 ranches or farms heirship land. 


shi 
ection 29 was an attempt to draw from the heirs any and all 


problems concerned with their heirship lands. The following are 
representative of the problems encountered : 


* 42834 I understand I’m one of many heirs to my grandmother's land, but 
where this land is or how much there is of it, I don’t know. I moved 
from the reservation when I was about 10 years old. I would like to 
re this heirship land settled one way or the other, due to the many 

irs. 

Yes. False adjudication by the examiner of inheritance involving 
land in Idaho and Montana, probated here in Oregon (explanation). 
My stepfather inherited a dower interest in my mother’s property. 
Two years after my mother’s death, he married again. A year later 
he died and his wife was given land that should have come back to my 
brother and myself. We held up the decision, but the examiner turned 
down our request for a rehearing, stating that the wife had a right to 
my mother’s estate even though my stepfather had only a dower right. 
Not only is this my case, but several here on the Umatilla Reservation, 
people of no relation have land they obtained in this manner, and 
pleas for a rehearing have been turned down. I think those cases 
should be investigated. 

I sure have. I am holding two leases which I never got my rent 
money and I have written the lease clerk and he says that they can’t 
help me. I have to collect it myself. As long as the leases go through 
the agency it look like they could do something as it is too far for me 
to go back there. I have been back there and all the answer I get is my 
crop was no good but after 5 years of no good crop why are they trying 
to get another lease? I would like to have the matter looked into. 

_ 43097 Being that we live off the reservation, we have a hard time in col- 
lecting our rent money which we are supposed to received from the 
rental of the heirship land. 


1 Individual’s code number. 
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43091 
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Several years ago, about 5 years ago, my brother —— — have been 
trying to exchange our interests in heirship lands.. He’s giving me his 
share up in Idaho, Lapwai, and my share down here in Oregon 
(Pendleton). Just an even exchange, but the clerks have something 
else to do. They don’t want to bother about such trifle deals. As I 
was told: We already signed papers. My brother and his wife both. 
signed and I have signed mine. They just seem to lay the exchange 
papers at the bottom of a drawer and ignore you. One clerk up at 
Lapwai told me, the Bureau doesn’t want to bother about such trifle 
matters. I let him have a barrage of words I couldn’t begin to write- 
down. They have no time to make appraisals. It’s pretty hard to say, 
what good is an Indian’s word anyway. For my part, a great injustice 
has been done to our people. What good is the Constitution of the 
United States? The white people never kept their word and never 
keep their words. The whites make fun of ovr race, for the treaty 
rights promised us. When I went to school, the teacher used to read 
about the Indians living on venison and berries. That’s all they lived 
on. Now you can’t go up on the hills without seeing whites all over 
the woods, hunting, picking berries. The Indians, where are they? 
Never have a chance to pick berries or hunt, any more. White people 
shoved my ancestors away from Wallawa Valley where they had lived. 
They had fences, cattle, horses, living peacefully, then get shoved to 
a 2 by 4 reservation, now they want to move the Indians to a city so 
they, the whites can have our reservation and all the reserve land the 
Indians use. Good thing, my mother passed away in 1915 * * *. 

I do have very little land in Warm Springs never did find out where 
in the Simnasko district. My three brothers and I. Also have some 
land in Yakima Indian Reservation, never did find out how much or 
exactly where and receive a little money, not much, from my leased 
grazing land. I wrote them and inquired about it, never did receive 
answer on it and just let it go but some day if I get a chance I’m going 
directly to agency where and inquire in person and see exactly what I 
do own as a heir from my parents. Wonder why I’m not important 
enough to get any answer from Yakima Agency. Oh, well. 

My only comment on the problem is that since I live in southern 
California, which has been my home since I was a very young child, the 
matter of communication presents a difficulty. I only hear from the 
Pendleton, Oreg., office of the Umatilla Agency when they want a 
signature on some form. The land is not being used, leased, or made 
available for improvement in any way and there is no way of knowing 
the value, if any, of the land. It seems unreasonable that if the land. 
has any value, that something is not being done with it. All of my 
letters of inquiry bring me most discouraging information regarding its 
value. I sometimes wonder why any of us should be concerned at all 
with anything apparently without value. I do have four grandsons and 
if the land has any value, it would be something I could leave them. 

Over 2 years ago I signed an agreement, as per present regulation, to 
sell my one-eighth share in heirship. Up to present date I have not 
received payment although all parties signed papers for the sale of the 
heirship land. 

I’m ’s wife, and I have a big problem about my heirship land. 
I want to have a house builted on this land but the superintendent would 
let us, cause it has a bill against it. Some years ago a man rented it, 
tried to farm, but failed. We had ditches builted. Then him and his 
wife divorced. He left the country (he’s not from here). Now they 
won’t let us builted our home cause of this bill against this land. It 
don’t seem fair. 

Why is it if my mother dies none of my sisters or brothers won’t get 
her land. It would go to cousin because they have the most degree of 
Indian blood from the tribe she from. It happen to my mother’s 
brothers and sisters on their mother’s land. All my grandmother’s land 
went to part of her grandchildren. I think it should have gone to her 
sons and daughters no matter what degree of blood they have. It’s that 
way off the reservation—why should it be different on the reservation. 
I may be enrolled on another reservation but my sisters and brother are 
enrolled on the same reservation as my mother so if she happens to die 
os oan they should inherit her land and not her sisters or brother’s 
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43425 ##$The heirship land I own has timber on it, located on the Umatilla 
Reservation. It is impossible for me to handle, lease, sale, or any neces- 
sary business concerning same and when I do write the agency, I never 
get answer. So, I imagine it happens to all off the reservation residents. 
We have no way of doing business but writing and the agencies never 
answer. 
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WeEsTERN WASHINGTON AGENCY 


Questionnaires were mailed to 2,509 heirs of the Western Washing- 
ton Agency and réceived 369 (approximately 14 percent) completed 
returns from adults. 

GENERAL INFORMATION 


Median age of Western Washington heirs is in the 41 to 50 years 
category with the following distribution: 21 to 30, 50; 31 to 40, 77; 
41 to 50, 67; 51 and over, 170; no answer, 5. There are 182 males, 
185 females, 2 did not answer. Two hundred and ninety-six heirs 
reported having children with a total of 1,106. Two hundred and 
seventeen heirs are heads of households, 335 are tribal members, 23 are 
not, 11 did not answer. 

Median blood quantum is one-half with the following distribution : 
fullblood, 127; three-quarter blood, 47; halfblood, 66; one-quarter 
or less Indian blood, 124; no Indian blood, 3; no answer, 2. One hun- 
dred and six heirs live on the reservation, 256 off, and 7 did not an- 
swer. Ninety-five live on trust or restricted land and in 72 cases 
this land is on the reservation. Seventy-five heirs received welfare 
assistance during 1958 and 41 of these live on the reservation. 

Two hundred and fifteen heirs reported income from 1958 and the 
median is between $2,001 and $3,000. Median income for heirs who 
are heads of households is in the same category. When median in- 
come is computed for heirs living on the reservation compared to 
those living off we find the on-reservation median is less than $1,000 
whereas the off-reservation is between $2,001 and $3,000. Median 
income computed by blood quantum indicates that fullblood median 
is less than $1,000, three-quarter and halfblood median is between 
$2,001 and $3,000, and one-quarter or less Indian blood median income 
is over $4,000. 

Occupations of the heirs were reported as follows: 


Housewife. 142 | Heavy equipment operator__..___. 1 
Fisherman 23 | Carver__._.._____ 1 
Laborer 11 | Shingle weaver 1 
Teacher 5 | Design engineer 1 
Disabled Wire tinner 1 
Truckdriver 5| Papermill worker 1 
Unemployed 4} Blectronics technician 1 
Carpenter 8| Factory worker 1 
Boom man 3 | Store owner 1 
Cannery worker 2 | Cook 1 
Stenographer Armed services 2 
Nurse 2 | Plumber 1 
Fish wholesaler 2| Engine man 1 
Secretary 2| Artist 1 
Gardner 1} Retired 43 
IBM operator 1) Logger 17 
Accountant 1| Salesman 6 
Crab shaker 1] Mill worker 4 
Clerk 1} Farmer 4 
Foreman 1] Farm labor 4 
Custodian 1 | Student. 4 
Beauty shop owner 1| Federal Government employee.... 8 
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Waitress 
Plant foreman 
Metal worker 
Traffic supervisor 


Cafe owner < 
Practical nurse 
Longshoreman___-_ 


Marine engineer 
Armed services 
Cashier 
‘Truckdriver__ 
Body and fender repair 
Farmer 
Auto mechanic____ 
Insurance agency superintendent__ 
Hospital orderly 
Resort owner 


Boarding house owner 
Laundress__ 
Office manager 
Apprentice electrician 
Janitress 
Fireman 
Purchasing agent- 
Minister 
Realtor 


INTERESTS IN HEIRSHIP LAND 


The 369 heirs of Western Washington stated in the questionnaires 
they held 641 undivided interests in heirship tracts and 76 are in public 
domain allotments. 

Fifty-one heirs live on lands in which they hold an undivided 
interest. Median age of this group is over 51, 35 are heads of house- 
holds, 49 are members of the tribe (2 did not answer), median blood 
quantum is full, 20 received welfare assistance during 1958, median 
income was less than $1,000, 6 ranch or farm the lands, and 14 own 
other lands in fee. 

Median income from heirship lands for all heirs reporting (122) 
is between $101 and $150 with the following distributions: $0 to $50, 
40; $51 to $100, 16; $101 to $150, 8; $151 to $200, 12; $201 to $500, 17; 
ny to $1,000, 14; $1,001 to $2,000, 5; $2,001 and over, 10; no answer, 
247. 

Sixty-six heirs visited some of their heirship land in 1959, 94 
between 1958 and 1949, 17 between 1948 and 1939, 7 prior to 1939, 
and 185 did not answer. Two hundred and twenty-seven heirs live 
within 300 miles of their heirship land, 19 live between 301 and 600 
miles, 10 between 601 and 900 miles, 32 over 900 miles, and 81 did not 
answer. 

ACTIONS 


_ Nine heirs ranch or farm heirship lands. Forty-seven have used 
heirship lands in the past, and 36 of these within the pent 10 years. 


Eighty-eight heirs have attempted to dispose of some heirship hold- 
ings and 23 have succeeded. "Three of the dispositions were made 
to the tribe and the rest to individuals. The tribe has been unsuccess- 
ful in 8 attempts to purchase heirship interests, and other Indians 
have been unsuccessful in 11 attempts. The heirs themselves have 
tried in 11 cases to buy out other heirs. 


OPINIONS AND PROPOSALS 


Eighty-eight heirs intend to live on heirship interests in the future 
and 93 intend to ranch or farm such interests. 
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When asked if they wanted to sell or exchange some or all of their 
interest in heirship land, 56 said some, 132 all, 140 none, and 41 did 
not answer. A majority of those answering, therefore, want to sell 
or exchange some or all of their heirship lands. 

One of the questions asked of the heirs was if they wanted Bureau 
of Indian Affairs control removed or retained over heirship land and 
why. Two hundred and twenty-eight wanted the Bureau to retain 
control, 54 wanted it removed and 87 did not answer. Some of the 
reasons given for retaining or removing control were as follows: 


RETAIN BUREAU CONTROL 


744159 Until they sell it. 
45966 Receive fair market price for supervised sales and the land is held 
tax free as long as it is in trust. 
43591 Not able to pay taxes. 
44410 So my children will inherit the land and their children tax free. 
44120 Because all heirship land are all undivided. 
43860 So that is kept in trust and untaxable. 
43661 Until heirship is settled. 
45366 Because I don’t live on reservation to watch it myself. 


REMOVE BUREAU CONTROL 


Because I could dispose of my land at free will of my own. 
They handle everything in such an involved way no one ever knows 
what they are doing. 
I 4m capable of operating my own business as I see fit. 
Because it causes a lot of trouble, I would like to get rid of all my 
heirship titles. 
The time is bound to come when Indians will have to control their 
own affairs. I feel that this would benefit all Indians a lot more. 
Under present conditions heirship land could be tied up indefinitely 
due to limited Government control. 
48957 Am capable of caring for my own interests and affairs. 
43571 Because of social educational change, I believe the Chinook Indian is 
capable of managing their own land. 

Question 26(b) asked the heirs if they would want their interests 
sold for them and the money divided. One hundred and fifty-three 
said they wanted all their heirship interests sold, 24 wanted some sold, 
68 none, and 134 did not answer. Therefore a majority of those an- 
swering wanted all the heirship interests sold. To determine if there 
is any difference of opinion held by specific groups within the heirs, 
we have cross-tabulated the answers to this question by various cate- 
gories; i.e., blood quantum, etc., as follows: 
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26b I would like to have the tract(s) of heirship land in which I own an 


interest sold and my share of the money paid to me. 


Categories Sell Sell None No 
all some answer 
21 to 30 n 19 6 7 18 
28 5 16 23 
41 to 50_... 30 3 13 21 
51 and over 76 10 32 52 
0 0 0 5 
Sex: 
Have children: 
Yes... 125 20 yy 
Total__... 153 24 68 124 
Head of household 
93 16 43 65 
56 4 25 51 
No answer. vbdobuakdatsidescscubsdcduaneastesd 4 4 0 8 
Total... 153 24 68 124 
Degree of Indian blood 
1 58 ll 25 33 
30 1 9 26 
Total... besten 153 24 68 124 
Live on reservation: 
es... 47 6 23 30 
od 104 18 42 92 
Live on trust or restricted land: 
es... 4 34 18 34 
No answer. 10 4 
Total... 158 24 68 124 
Live on heirship land: 
No.... 130 19 54 100 
No er. 6 2 0 7 
Total... 153 24 68 124 
Income from heirship land 
17 3 6 14 
$51 to $100. sa add 7 1 3 5 
$101 to $150. 4 0 1 2 
$151 to $200 z= 9 1 1 2 
4 2 7 4 
$1,001 to $2,000... 2 0 1 2 
,001 and over. 6 1 1 2 
101 15 43 88 
Total_. 153 24 68 124 
Farm or ranch heirship land 
es... 2 0 3 4 
No answer... 3 1 1 8 
Total 153 24 68 124 
Own fee land 
Yes... 52 20 34 
No 79 10 44 57 
No answer. . 2 7 4 33 
Total. 153 24 68 124 
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An examination of the cross-tabulation indicates that the following 
categories do not want to sell any heirship lands: (1) heirs 
without any Indian blood; (2) heirs receiving between $201 and 
$1,000 from heirship land; and (3) heirs farming or ranching on 
lands in which they hold an heirship interest. In all other categories 
with the exception of two, the majority of heirs want to sell all their 
heirship interests. In two categories the majority of the heirs want 
to sell some or all of the land, but those wanting to sell all do not 
constitute a majority. The two categories referred to are (1) three- 
quarter bloods; and (2) heirs living on heirship land. 

As a matter of interest we have cross-tabulated question 25 con- 
cerning whether the heirs want to sell or exchange interests and ques- 
tion 26 concerning whether they want Bureau supervision retained 
question 26b asking if they wanted all their interests sold, as 
follows: 


Question 26b: I would like to have the tract(s) of heirship land in which 
I own an interest sold and my share of the money paid to me. 


Sell all Sell None | No 
some answer 
26a. Retain Bureau control: 

25. Sell or exchange undivided interest: 


It is interesting to note that of those heirs wanting Bureau control 
retained over heirship land, the majority answering wanted all their 
heirship interests sold. Other heirs that did not answer the question 
concerning continued Bureau control answered the question con- 
cerning selling of heirship lands and the majority wanted all such 
lands sold. Again in question 25 we find heirs who did not answer, did 
answer question 26b concerning sale of heirship lands. 

Question 26c asked if the heirs wanted all controls removed 
from heirship lands so that the heirs themselves can handle 
it. Eighty-nine wanted the controls removed, 164 did not, and 116 
did not answer. This seems to point up a general ypu among many 
heirs that although they want their heirship land sold, they them- 
selves do not want to do the selling, but prefer the Government handle 
It. 

Question 27 was an attempt to get the heirs to make suggestions to 
the Congress concerning a possible solution to the problem. The ques- 
tion was worded in such a way as to inform the Indians that possible 
solutions had been offered in the past and four of these were listed, 
then space was left for the heirs to make any recommendations he 
Santen While the question was not intended to be one of multiple 
choice it was found that some heirs merely checked off one of the 
proposed solutions. Other heirs wrote in suggestions that coincided 
with one or the other of the suggested solutions. Sixty-four heirs felt 


if 
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that a simple majority should determine the use and/or disposi- 
tion of the land, 23 felt that all heirship probates should be 
handled by State courts under State law, 22 felt that heirs owning 
more than half the tract should determine its use and disposition, and 
15 wanted each heir to have the right of appeal to State courts for sale 
or partition. Some of the other suggestions made were as follows: 


43591 I think these lands should be sold and the money divided. 

45657 Land should be physically divided accordiag to percentage interests. 

44014 I think that where there is quite a few heirs, one person could repre- 
sent them providing he is reliable and does things for the interest of 
all. 

43819 I believe all heirship land should be sold back to the U.S. Government 
for the Quinault Tribe. 

45007. Sell. 

44202 I think it should be divided and everyone do whatever they want 
with their share. 

44850 Each day that goes by we are in danger of losing all by fire, blow- 
down, ete. Why can’t the Government pay off the heirs and be the 
recipients of all proceeds from long-term contracts and eliminate the 
waste of Government employees handling this cumbersome mess. 

45333 I do believe that the Indian Department should get in and have all 
of the inherited property probated at once for if not it will get worse. 

43904 One heir should be able to sell their share without signatures of 
other heirs. 

44744 I feel that it would be to everyone’s advantage if you partitioned 
all of the inherited interests and handled them as one allotment. 

44565 Congress could help other landless Indians to borrow money from 
which to purchase heirship lands. 

43797 Yes, give each his rightful share instead of holding it in trust. 

45216 I think the heir who wishes to sell his land or the timber on it 
should be allowed to do so on his own, but none of the heirs should 
be forced to sell his own land if he would prefer to keep it. I can’t see 
why it has to be an “‘all or nothing at all” situation. 


Question 28 asked if the heirs owned land that was not held in trust. 
Of the 303 heirs answering the question 113 (approximately 37 per- 
cent) do own lands in fee. Sixty-seven heirs stated they had pur- 
chased the land, 16 had inherited it, and 7 had received patents in fee. 
Median age of this group is in the 41- to 50-year category, 77 are heads 
of household, 106 are tribal members, 3 are not, 4 did not answer. 
Median blood quantum is one-half, 19 live on the reservation, 17 
live on trust land, 14 received welfare assistance during 1958, median 
income is in the $3,001 to $4,000 category, 14 live on heirship land, 
median income from heirship land is between $201 and $500, and 3 
ranch or farm heirship land. see 

Question 29 was an attempt to draw from their heirs any and all 
problems connected with their heirship land. It was worded in very 
general terms and brought forth many problems. The followin 
extracts were selected as representative of the problems encountered: 
* 43581 Why does the Indian office at Everett, Wash., deduct 10 percent of 

all money received by them from fee patented land which they have no 
say over, otherwise. 

43972 Yes, I would like to make a living of my interest of heirship land, 
while I have a chance to. For me to work any of heirship land is next 
to impossible, “If I can’t make a livelihood off any of this land, why do 
they say it is mine.” If I can’t work this land I would like to see some- 
thing done with it to benefit me in some way. I am ready, willing, and 
able to work on any or all of heirship land. I would like to speak 
personally with someone all about Indian affairs. I can’t get the right 
answer from my agency or no helpful suggestion to work this land. 


1 Individual’s code number. 
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I would like to be released from the contract with 
Lumber Co., , Wash., and the Bureau of Indian Affairs which also. 
enters into the contract to get 10 percent of all moneys that are right- 
fully mine. I have been offered $20,000 more for the remainder of my 
timber than Lumber Co. will pay, but the contract seems to be 
binding in such a way that I am robbed of $20,000. If this be de- 
mocracy, no wonder it’s hard to understand, I’m really not bitter. I 
just want to get the most for my timber. 

No, except mine was sold in such a large tract, that there was no 
bidding, only one large company could even think about buying it. I 
would like to get out of it if possible. That was all cut and dried be- 
fore the sale ever came about I believe. P.S.—Too many erooks. 

I own one-third interest on the located in the unit which 
was sold to Lumber Co. under a 22-year contract which has been 
terminated and a completion of contract has been issued in 1947. How- 
ever, they have been using the right-of-way ever since without our 
written consent and when asked about the matter it was referred to 
Western Washington Agency and wrote a letter to my 
brother upholding this action. I can furnish you with copy if 
you desire. This is illegal and should be investigated. 

I presume that being you sent this form to me to be filled out that 
you are referring to my allotment. I have no inherited land. If you 
have any information that I have, would you please inform me of the 
fact. I think you should leave our allotments alone the way they are at 
present, but I would like the market price of timber to be paid us the 
same as is being received outside the reservation. Logging costs 
shouldn’t be any greater inside the reservation. 

I would like to receive benefits from the land’s resources, I, being 
of young age, would like to receive such before let’s say “one foot in 
the grave.” Most all heirs and allottees of our tribe, I believe, feel 
the same as I because most of them are older than Iam. If the above 
was done I would be more liable to carry out my plans to attend the 
University of Washington in the field of fisheries after my tour of 
duty with the U.S. Marines. 

My great grandmother or grandmother of the Sho- 
homish Tribe left some land near the Telalip Indian Reservation. It 
was handled by the Indian Agency in Everett, Wash. Timber was cut 
and sold for years without the family authority (at least not to my 
knowledge). Every few years my aunts and uncles received a very 
small sum from said sales. In about 1950 or 1951 the Agency sent 
out forms to be signed by said heirs. I signed mine and in due time 
received the sum of $3, said to be my share of said property sale. I 
happen to know one heir (a cousin of mine) who did not sign anything 
or receive anything. I believe if this had been handled by an attorney 
representing the family and everything explained to the family the 
property may have been leased out giving a much greater profit to the 
heirs, who profited by this transaction. Obviously someone did. 

Under no consideration should any company be allowed to acquire 
title to Indian timber on more than the time allowed by the State in 
which it is situated to log State timber. I do not consider that the 
twenty-nine or the thirty 5-year contracts held by are just or 
that they control my timber. 

My own candid opinion of the situation in a nutshell is that the 
people running our Government are under the sad _ hallucination 
that us Indians are still making fire with flint. Thanking you kindly. 

I signed a contract for to log my claim which is in the 
unit 7 years ago. I have received three payments due me from said 
contract and the timber yet stands uncut. I would like to obtain a 
release from this contract, repay the Government, and handle the log- 
ging of my 80-acre tract myself. The Agency in Everett, Wash., 
seems to discourage this, plus stating it impossible at this time. I 
want only the right to handle the timber for sale to company or per- 
son of my own choice. The land itself I intend to use for other pur- 
poses and unless stipulated not for reseeding of timber. 

For one thing when the land is rented out the Government takes 
half of money. 
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My 90-acre allotment has been willed to my three sons. I would like to 
know that legislation has been enacted which will give them proper title 
to the land when they receive it. I believe that present generation In- 
dians should have legal authority to handle their own affairs. 

I have heard that my timber tract at Neah Bay has been cut, but can’t 
get any information about my settlement from the Indian agent at 
Everett. 

When I checked with the clerk at the Indian Agency at Everett, 
informed me there were between 40 and 50 heirs to participate in this 
tract of inherited land, some of whom are minors; hence it would be 
almost impossible for any one person to make any specific plans to live 
on or operate this land as it is undivided. This seems like the waste 
of quite a sum of money to me, as this tract has been held as an estate 
since the 1920’s. My mother, heir at that time, has passed on as have 
several others. Thank you-for your interest and work on this project. 

Yes, too many problems about heirs changing their minds. It would 
seem to me once the area field office have all necessary papers arranged 
to sell claim or property that they have legal action to proceed without 
interference and if one heir seems to be a troublemaker among the 
group, a field representative should consult the heir and if the heir is 
found incompetent, then the Agency should look out for his interest. 
We’re having trouble with an outsider who owns property next to ours. 
He wants to buy the timber. After we gave the forestry the power of 
attorney to sell the timber he goes among us and tells lies to keep us 
confused and he has been very dishonest with each of us. 

My timber was sold through Indian Agency to Lumber Co. 
on 29-year contract which could be fine for the Indian if logged accord- 
ing to contract but it is not. I am paying 10 percent to Government to 
see that contract is enforced but it is not. Lumber Co. takes just 
the best timber and leaves too much salvage to go to waste. The In- 
dian loses thousands of dollars. The sale is way too low for the cruise 
on the timber claim and the Indian is not given information scale 
sheets, etc. It is hard to get information and Indian is mistreated when 
trying to look after own interests. I received a few small checks with 
no explanation which lots were logged, how much, etc. My claim is 
cruised at value of $50,000; after loggery about 3 years I received 
$2,000 about. 

Yes, I have a one-quarter interest in timber on a 80-acre tract of land 
that has a contract for the timber worth around $30,000 
will not cut the timber we get no money until they do. Timber has 
been there for years under contract doing no one any good. The 
Government should do something about this situation. 

As I understand my situation, the family had to wait until I was 
21 before settlement of our mother’s property could take place. I am 
interested in knowing how much land I am entitled to and possibly 
the location. If the settlement can be done without a lot of redtape I 
am interested. As it is now I cannot improve upon the land and should 
I want to, I would like to have the location. 

My inheritance was willed to me by my grandfather 


my uncle 
. My grandfather’s timber was logged many years ago. Re- 
cently my father and I signed papers for the sale of shake 
boards from the logged off timber and a year before we signed for 
gravel sale, still we haven’t received any funds. I also have mineral 
rights (a share) willed to me from when I inquired at the 
Indian Agency of the whereabouts and approximately how much I 
own. they just told me they were too busy to look it up and had no 
time. I would like to know. Could you please let me have the in- 
formation? 

I have applied for my fee patent on my timberlard 4 months ago to 
the Western Washington Indian Agency, Everett, Wash., but so far I 
have not received it. I believe it would help us a lot if it didn’t take 
so long to get this patent as some of us plan to dispose of our own 
timber as the Agency-supervised sales don’t seem to be able to sell this 
timber. I have had my allotment since 1928 and I feel I should be able 
to sell it soon before the timber gets too mature. 
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Perhaps it will explain my answers to say that the land in which I 
have an interest is in a heavily timbered area which is not readily ac- 
cessible from roads and therefore could not be lived on or easily visited. 
We have a problem also in that some of my father’s land passed to my 
mother who was non-Indian. Now that she has passed away her in- 
terest has been undivided because her estate hasn’t been probated. In 
cases like this I feel that the Interior Department should sell the land 
and divide the money between the heirs as the interests gets smaller 
and smaller. The fact that I am married to a non-Indian and live far 
from the reservation also affects my answers. 

80 acres of my allotment in the Quinault Reservation is now under the 
Timber Co. contract. Since contract was executed I’ve received 
in 1950, $2,201.83; in 1953, $1,332.70; and in 1956, $868.23 which is 
supposed to represent 50 percent of the stumpage value of my timber. 
A cruise made in March 1957 and paid for by myself puts the value of 
my timber at $22,600. Why shouldn’t payments be based on a cruise 
later than 1915? As things now stand I may never receive another 
cent from this contract at my age. 

There are many things being done on Indian land which the owners 
know nothing about, for instance logging companies cutting cedar tim- 
ber on land that the owners know nothing, and are not being paid 
for. This has been going on for quite some time. Also timber being 
sold to logging companies by the Indian Bureau for practically nothing 
timber on outside land selling for $70 per thousand, on Indian land 
$18.50, to me something looks mighty crooked. 

Notify me if I have any; it has been a long time ago. 

I am unable to find out about heirship land through this local office 
at Neah Bay, Wash. My mother, , now deceased had several 
heirship land. There is no record of any heirship land she owned and 
she never sold any of it to the tribe. 

Yes; have been trying to establish heirship and sale my interest in 
the trust lands. I am a member of Cowlitz Tribe but the land that I 
have interest in is located on the Quinialt Reservation. I do not 
understand this relationship, that is how I acquired this interest since 
Cowlitz Tribe is not on Quinalt Reservation. 

Yes; I asked the Indian office at Everett, Wash., to give me a list of 
all tracts in which I have an interest. The clerk said, “whew, what a 
job”—and I never did get a list. The past 2 years I have received 
little checks as small as $1,47, and $0.85 and I never know what the 
money came from. Also on my blue money report sheet, which is mailed 
out from Everett Indian office some of these checks show up where 
they came from etc., but some of the larger checks I never did get— 
how do they get lost? And what can I do about it? 
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Yaxima AGENCY 


Questionnaires were mailed to 1,931 heirs of the Yakima Agency and 
281 (approximately 14 percent) completed returns were received from 
adults. 

GENERAL INFORMATION 


Median age of Yakima heirs is in the 51 and over category with the 
following distribution : 21 to 30, 31; 31 to 40, 47; 41 to 50, 54; 51 and 
over, 146; no answer, 3. There were 122 males, 158 females, and 1 did 
not answer. Two hundred and twenty heirs reported having children 
with a total of 762. One hundred and seventy-six are heads of house- 
holds. Two hundred and sixty-eight heirs are members of the tribe, 
10 are not, and 3 did not answer. Median blood quantum is three- 
quarters with the following distribution: fullblood, 132; three-quar- 
ters blood, 46; one-half blood, 61; one-quarter or less, 39; no Indian 
blood, 1; no answer, 2. One hundred and forty-nine heirs live on the 
reservation, 128 live off, and 4 did not answer. One hundred and 
five heirs live on trust or restricted land, and 94 of this group live on 
the reservation. Thirty-eight heirs received welfare assistance during 
1958 and of this number 23 live on the reservation. 

One hundred and seventy heirs answered the question concerning 
income during 1958 and the median was in the $2,001 to $3,000 cate- 
gory. Median income tabulated for heads of households indicates 
that their median is in the same category. When median income is 
computed for those heirs living on the reservation as compared to those 
living off we find that on-reservation heirs have a median between 
$1,001 and $2,000 whereas for the off-reservation heirs it is between 
$2,001 and $3,000. By blood quantum the fullblood median income is 
between $1,001 and $2,000; the three-quarter blood median is between 
$2,001 and $3,000; the one-half and one-quarter or less Indian blood 
median is in the $3,001 to $4,000 category. 

Occupations of the heirs were reported as follows: 


Housewife 105 | Retired 
Farmer 26 | Laborer hoe 
Logger 10 | Federal Government employee____ 
Rancher 6| Factory worker 
Practical nurse 3| Fisherman 
Unemployed 3] Store owner 
Truckdriver 2) Evergreen worker 
Welder 2 | Seamstress. 
Clerk_ Teacher 
Heavy-equipment Tribal employees 
Stenographer 1 | Printer 
Aircraft assembly 1} Beautician 
Barber 1 | Student 
Highway engineer 1] Laundry worker 
State employee Salesman_ 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 


Carpenter Community 
Minister Insurance agent 
Sheriff 
Catholic nun Gardener 
Millwright Orchardist 
Construction Lumber retailer 
Boom man Cashier 
Cook__ Surveyor 
Window cleaner County employee 

House taper (dry wall?) 1| Body and fender 
Waitress 1 | Nurse’s aid 
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INTERESTS IN HEIRSHIP LAND 


The 281 heirs of Yakima own 879 undivided interests in heirship 
land and 126 of these interests are in public domain allotments. 

Fifty Yakima heirs live on heirship land in which they hold an 
interest. Median age of this group is over 51, 37 are heads of house- 
holds, 49 are members of the tribe, 1 is not. Median blood quantum is 
full, 6 received welfare assistance during 1958, median income is in the 
$1,001 to $2,000 category, median income from heirship interests is 
between $151 to $200, 19 ranch or farm the land, and 8 own other 
lands in fee. 

Median income from heirship land for all heirs reporting (207) 
is in the $101 to $150 category. Ejighty-three heirs visited their heir- 
ship lands during 1959, 84 between 1958 and 1949, 6 between 1948 
and 1939, 4 at some time prior to 1939 and 104 did not answer. Two 
hundred and fifteen heirs live within 300 miles of their heirship land, 
6 live between 301 to 600 miles, 3 between 601 to 900 miles, 8 live over 
900 miles away, and 49 did not answer. 


ACTIONS 


Twenty-seven heirs farm or ranch lands in which they hold an 
heirship interest. Sixty-four heirs have used heirship lands in the past 
and 47 of these within the past 10 years. Eighty-eight heirs have 
attempted to dispose of heirship interests and 36 succeeded. The sales 
were about evenly divided between the tribe and individuals. The 
tribe has made 14 unsuccessful attempts to purchase lands from these 
heirs and other Indians have been unsuccessful in 29 attempts. Heirs 
themselves have made 26 attempts to buy other heirs out. 


OPINIONS AND PROPOSALS 


Seventy-two heirs plan to live on heirship lands in the future, 56 
intend to ranch or farm the lands. 

When asked if they wanted to sell or exchange some or all of their 
heirship interests, 53 said some; 87 all; 115 none; and 26 did not 
answer. 

One of the questions asked of the heirs was if they wanted Bureau 
of Indian Affairs control removed or retained over heirship land and 
why. One hundred and sixty-six wanted Bureau control retained, 59 
wanted it removed, and 56 did not answer. The following extracts 


are representative of the reasons given for removing or. retaining 
Bureau control : 


RETAIN BUREAU CONTROL 


* 46878 Cause I don’t wish to pay taxes on my land as I am unable to pay 
taxes. 


46225 Because Indian Bureau is obligated to do so. 

46024 Too many heirship owners, who try to cheat the others. 
46795 Because I’m entitled to it. 

46799 Satisfied. 
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Can’t run it. 
The Government itself, not the tribal council. 
Good deal. 
The assessed value would be taxed. There being no crops raised 
nor income realized from it, it would soon be lost to the heirs. 
47249 I been taken care of by Indian Bureau all my life. 
47798 I would lose my land if I was required to pay taxes on it. 
47188 Because I am unable to pay taxes on it. 
47568 Because I am so far away from the reservation. 
47663 Because I can’t handle them myself. 
47283 Not able to handle myself. : 
47740 Because I don’t know where all my heirship land is at. 
47253 —— I know nothing about leasing, operating, or do business with 
others. 
47710 I do not have to pay property taxes. 


REMOVE BUREAU CONTROL 


47760 The process of selling is too complicated, because of all of the people 
to be contacted. 

47027 Too much of a mess. 

47212 I wish to be paid in full money doled out at 10 or 15 percent over a 
period of years does me no good and no interest. 

46785 I feel like I could do a better job of it. 

470038 The Indian laws are too complicated and too many restrictions. 

47775 Present tribal council dishonest. 

47292 I’m able to take care of mine. 

47411 Living off the reservation, you cannot use it for security in business 
or loan. 

47436 Everything is left up to our tribal council, and they either show 
favoritism or do nothing. 

47691 ao listen to the tribal council and they are not in favor of a mix 

47804 Because I feel its unconstitutional. For instance, my brother died 
leaving 160 acres of land, and since his brothers and sisters were not 
members of the Yakima Tribe, but still allotted on the same reserva- 
tion, they still could not inherit the brother’s land. 

47435 Because a little here and there doesn’t give me a homesite or enough 
to do anything with progressively. 

46722 I can handle my affairs better. 

46810 The present Yakima Indian tribal laws, which are eontrary to the 
State laws, bring much unjust confusion. 

46638 My daughter cannot inherit my property. I will have to get a deed 
or sell to the tribe. 

46618 To facilitate sale. 

46704 Because it is a bureaucratic form of government within a demo- 
cratic one. 

46028 He I am an able American and I could handle or control my own 


Question 26b asked the heirs if they would want their in- 
terests sold and the money divided. One hundred and eight wanted 
all the heirship land sold, 26 wanted to sell some, 54 none, and 93 did 
not answer. Therefore, the majority of those answering the question 
wanted all the heirship land sold. We have cross-tabulated the answers 
to this question by various categories—i.e., blood quantum, age, etc.— 
to determine if there is any significant differences of opinion by cate- 
gory, as follows: 


(26b) I would like to have the tract(s) of heirship land in which I own an 
interest sold and my share of the money paid to me. 
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Categories Sell Sell None No 
all some answer 
Age: 
21 to 30_......... 8 4 5 14 
Se 108 26 54 93 
Sex: 
Have children: 
108 26 54 93 
Head of household: 
Degree of Indian blood: 
37 14 34 47 
Live on reservation: 
Total... 108 26 54 93 
Live on trust or restricted land: 
30 9 25 41 
Total... - 108 26 54 93 
Live on heirship land: 
No answer. _..- 2 2 0 8 
cad 108 26 54 93 
Income from heirship land: 

$101 to $150..._. “a ll 0 1 2 

$1,001 to $2,000. . 0 0 4 6 

Farm or ranch heirship land: 
No answer -_....... 0 0 0 5 
Total___. 108 26 54 93 

Own fee land 

.. 12 1 6 23 
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An examination of this cross-tabulation shows that in the following 
categories the majority do not want to sell any heirship land: (1) 
Heirship income between $1,001 and $2,000 and ‘ 2) heirs that farm or 
ranch heirship lands. The following categories are those where there 
is either a majority wanting to sell some or all or there is an equal 
division between the two: (1) heirs between 21 and 40; (2) full- 
bloods; (3) heirs living on trust lands; (4) heirs living on heirship 
land; (5) those with heirship income of $51 to $100 and $501 to $1,000; 
and (6) those that farm or ranch heirship land. 

As a matter of interest we have cross-tabulated question 25, con- 
cerning whether the heirs want to sell or exchange interests, and 
question 26, concerning whether they want Bureau supervision re- 
Coaet with question 26, asking if they wanted all their interests sold, 
as follows: 


Question 26b: I would like to have the tract(s) of heirship land in which I 
own an interest sold and my share of the money paid to me. 


Sellall |Sellsome} None No 
answer 
26a. Retain Bureau control: 

25. Sell e exchange undivided interests: 
76 2 2 7 
108 26 54 93 


Of those heirs that wanted Bureau control retained a majority 
wanted some or all of the heirship lands sold. Heirs that did not 
answer question 26a want all their lands sold. 

Question 26 asked if the heirs wanted all controls removed from 
their heirship lands so that the heirs themselves can handle it. Fifty- 
seven said yes; one hundred and forty-two no, and eighty-two did 
not answer. This information and the cross-tabulation above indicate 
that while many heirs want their heirship lands sold, they do not want 
to handle the negotiations. 2 ) 

Question 27 was an attempt to draw from the heirs su ions to 
the Congress concerning a possible solution to the problem. The 

uestion was worded in such a way as to inform the Indians that pos- 
sible solutions had been offered in the past and four of these were listed, 
then space was left for the heirs to make any recommendations he 
wanted. While the question was not intended to be one of multiple 
choice it was found that many heirs merely checked off one of the 
proposed solutions. Other heirs wrote in suggestions that coincided 
with one or the other of the suggested solutions. Fifty-three heirs felt 
that a simple majority should determine the use and/or disposition of 
the land, 21 felt that heirs owning more than half the tract should 
determine use and/or disposition, 19 felt that State courts should 
handle heirship probates under State law, and 8 wanted each heir to 
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have the right of appeal to State courts for partition or sale. Some 
of the other suggestions made were as follows: 


* 47313 Hold such land as a corporate trust for administration. 

47003 I think the people should be issued patents so they can handle their 
own business. 

46486 Where there are a lot of heirs as I know there are in a lot of tracts I 
think they should be sold and the money equally divided among the 
heirs. 

46755 I believe the individual should be able to take care of his own land. 

46553 I think the heirs should get together and sell their shares to one heir 
of the same family, keeping the land in Indian ownership. 

46852 Yakima Tribe should purchase complicated heirship lands. 

46202 I think it should—heirship land should be divided to each heir so they 
could sell or keep it. 

46863 I think that all heirship land should be bought by the tribe, where 
there is more than 10 heirs to 1 tract of land. 

46348 I say if a lot of heirs to one piece of land, three-quarters should sign 
to make it legal. 

e land. 

47516 Heirs should exchange share within allotment they hold among each 
other in order they have greater share. 

47148 One-third of the heirs should have veto power with a reasonable rea- 
son given. 

47304 Be able to sell or exchange heirship lands for one tract to operate. 

47634 Terminate—seli everything so we could get all our money, including 
what we have in Washington, D.C. 


Question 28 asked if the heirs owned land that was not held in trust. 
Of the 239 heirs answering the queetict 79 (approximately 33 per- 
cent) own lands in fee. Fifty-eight said they had purchased the land, 
4 had inherited it, one received it as a gift and the others did not say 
how they acquired it. Median age of this up is over 51, 56 are 
heads of households, all but 1 are tribal members, median blood quan- 


tum is one-half, 34 live on the reservation, 11 live on trust land, 9 re- 
ceived welfare assistance during 1958, median income is between 


$2,001 and $3,000, 8 live on heirship land, and 10 ranch or farm heir- 


uestion 29 was an attempt to draw from the heirs any and all prob- 
lems concerned with their heirship lands. It was worded in very 
neral terms and brought forth One of the prob- 
ems discussed most often was the Yakima inheritance laws, whereby 
Indians of less than one-quarter Yakima blood cannot inherit the 


property of their parents. The following extracts are representative 
of the complaints registered : 


* 46878 My problem is with my heirship land. I wish the Yakima Reserva- 
tion would repeal their inheritance law which leaves lots of people who 
have children like in the Warm Springs Reservation or other places. 
Their own children cannot inherit their property. It just doesn’t seem 
right, that’s all. 

46024 Yes; we have inherited some land of my father’s uncle and we could 
not get it, because it is located in the Yakima Indian Reservation and 
the Duwamish Reservation. I believe we should be able to inherit land 
or money what was left to us. 

47190 I believe that your children should inherit your property regardless 
of blood percentage. Under law of 1947 too much authority was given 
the council in this matter. Discrimination has occurred on different 
family in the past. Under this law we have what I believe a nation in 
a nation a Federal law granting a tribal council control of other peoples 
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under their control, rendering decisions over their person and their prop- 
erty. If one is not capable to handle their affairs, then the Government 
should make those wards of the Government. Otherwise others who 
are capable should and they do handle their own affairs, Those who 
live off the reservations should not be forced to move to the reservations 
so they can retain their inheritances or their allotment. In ‘the near 
future there will not be any reservations. The Indians should be like 
anyone else of this country, be self-sustaining. Not dependents. 

No; but the reason for my statement under question 27 should be 
clarified for the committee’s information. , the allottee of whom 
I am an heir, died I never knew that I was heir to anyone until 
after I retired from the Marine Corps in and then I just happened 
to be passing the time turning the pages at a bulletin board in front of 
the realty office and saw my name listed as an heir. The reason for my 
name being there required my signature (I signed), because one of the 
other heirs wanted permission to use the land, or a supervised sale to 
the tribe is being negotiated. This piece of paper has been hanging on 
the bulletin board for 2 years and as yet not all of the interested parties 
have put their signature on it. I know they have not left the State or 
the reservation, and would, if they knew, sign the instrument to expedite 
the matter. 

I would like to sell my heirship land which is very small because 
when I die my son cannot inherit any of my landin Yakima. It will go 
back to the Yakima Tribe. They will not accept a will; they took my 
father and my sisters and brothers in the Yakima Tribe but now we 
cannot inherit any more land not even from my sister or brother, it all 
goes back to the tribe. They said I could make a trust deed but it would 
cost more than the land is worth. I have to pay the tribe $79 and pay 
$10 for each piece of land I deed and then pay for the appraisal of the 
land which would cost more than grazing land is worth. No water on the 
land and it’s all sagebrush. 

I would like to sell my own allotment; the Yakima Indian Agency had 
a buyer, Paper Co., but when these properties are sold I'd like to 
get my money now, and not a payment in 30 days and another in 3 
years. I could buy me income property or leave it in a bank paying me 
interest. 

My niece, Katherine St. Martin Beazley, died and left three children 
by her first husband; Robert Beazley, Joan Beazley Nibler, and Frances 
Beazley Neal; and two children by her second husband: Geraldine Han- 
naford and William Hannaford. There is due these children $16,000 
from the sale of timber off of their deceased mother’s inherited 160-acre 
allotment (from her father). Also the children were denied inheriting 
their mother’s own 80-acre allotment. 

I sure do. Our tribal council put through an inheritance act in 1946 
that makes it impossible for any Indian to inherit property unless they 
are one-quarter Indian or more. My wife is white and I am three- 
eighths Indian. I have two daughters born before 1946 who are enrolled 
in the tribe and one daughter born after 1946 who can’t be enrolled. 
Yet they are all the same degree Indian blood, three-sixteenths. None 
ean inherit a thing. I have valuable farmland, yet if I died tomorrow 
my family wouldn’t get a thing. Therefore I want to be allowed to sell 
all of my property so that my family will realize something at least. 

The tribal council passed an inheritance law which excludes all of 
less than a one-quarter Yakima Indian blood. This was not voted by 
the tribe and the trust property goes back to the tribe. I for one am 
married to a white and had to dispose of my trust allotment so she 
could inherit. The tribal council holds an election and vote by voice. 
They look the congregation over and if it looks close they lobby until 
those that work leave and then they vote. This could be changed by a 
ballot vote. The greatest population are mixed bloods on reservation. 

Since I was never allotted and my brothers and sisters were, I 
would like to know why they have all Indian rights and myself none. 
Now since I’m an outcast, so to speak, why shouldn’t the Yakima In- 
dian Agency purchase from me the interests my mother deeded me 
so that I no longer would have any worry regarding heirship land. 
In other words, I’m pretty well fed up with the whole thing. 
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I can’t make a home for my family because the land is undivided 
and the heirs are disagreeable. My children cannot inherit my hold- 
ings as things are now. I would like to have my shares consolidated 
to give me some land to do something with progressively. 

My land is all in trust. My daughter cannot inherit any of it under 
the Yakima Tribe’s laws. They don’t want their reservation to dim- 
inish, but to protect my family I will have to get a deed which I don’t 
believe is fair. I want the reservation to continue. As I see it, they 
are forcing it to diminish, as those that work and improve their 
places naturally want their heirs to receive it, not go back to the 
tribe. I may be too late but the agency didn’t send your letter until 
just now. 

Yes. I have a brother who held a deed in trust on the Yakima Res- 
ervation. My brother is now deceased and his land went back to the 
Yakima Tribe and not to his heirs. This sort of action is not con- 
stitutional. Especially when this land is timberland. Why should 
the reservation take said land? I cannot see how the Department of 
Interior or the U.S. Congress allow such action. Indians have as 
much right and freedom as any race in these United States. I feel it 
is up to Congress to see that they get that opportunity to exercise those 
rights without having some tribal council take away those rights which 
each and every Indian should have. 

I certainly do have! I have a brother who held a deed in 
trust on the Yakima Reservation. A considerable amount of timber 
has been cut on his property. Upon his death in 1952 this land went 
back to the Yakima Tribe and not to his heirs. Actually, at one time, 
before my mother’s death in 1953, this land belonged to my mother; 
when she took sick she turned the deed over to my brother. The 
agency didn’t even pay for his hospital or burial expenses. I would 
like to have explained to me why I shouldn’t receive a share in this, 
when I am a legal heir and rightfully have an interest in it. Thank 


you kindly. 
I have two brothers, both deceased. was married; he left chil- 
dren. —— never married. That is where my heirship lies, but 


Yakima Tribal Council will not probate their land. Therefore, I 
don’t know which part belong to me, as I am the sister. 

Very definitely I have problems of the five tracts of heirship property 
held in trust for my sister and myself. Some tracts are leased 
or disposed of without my knowledge or consent and as of now I know 
nothing of how it was done or any of the answers. My roll number is 
and allotment number is Please advice. 

Large numbers of heirs owning allotments in complicated heirship 
status, involving non-Indians, with total allotment income insufficient 
to give majority of heirs more than a few cents income, and in too 
many cases no income at all, not even pennies, but entailing an increas- 
ing burden of Bureau record maintenance and detail. My heirship 
interests in lands are so small, as with all other heirs involved, it is 
difficult to acquire all consents to sale, some saying it isn’t worth the 
ink; others just hold out. There is, however, some small income 
involved. 

My husband and I would liked to have developed the land I have an 
interest in (it is only 20 acres) but my mother and two brothers and 
two sisters also have a interest in the land but they are too selfish 
to let me have it and too lazy to do anything for the land, so I would 
like to sell or lease my share. I’m not going to develop anything and 
have them take over. 

Yes. I am one of the heirs on Mother’s place, which there is seven 
of us comes in her place. Four of us is her kids which gets only $72 or 
even $73 sometimes a year and stepfather gets around $300 himself, 
brother-in-law and daughter around $20 each, which makes it hard for 
us who needs to farm, as the head one doesn’t approve and none does. 
Mother’s other share of land is in Wapoto, There are more than 20, 
I'd say. I know there are lots of heirs. The sisters and I only receive 
$27, which all adds up to this $72 a year. Honestly, this mess should 
be straightened out. I can’t say I own a land cause there are so many. 
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I have to rent land. These lands should be sold out or cleaned out, 
and that way we could buy our own piece of land to farm, if there is 
enough. 

The leasing of my shares without my approval or consent by agency. 

Yes. My father, , in his will left me a share in several parcels 
of land together with my nephews About 3 years ago the agency 

id all the money from timber sales on the allotment, 
half of which was mine. The agency discovered the error this last 
March when I wrote asking for a listing of my property. , of 
his own accord, went to the agency and borrowed his share, $2,320, to 
reimburse me. is reluctant to pay as he claims it is the agency’s 
mistake, and he accepted the money in good faith. He says the tribe 
should make good the money owed to me, not he and Also, 
the agency put it up to me to see these two. I did all the work for 
which they are getting paid. And the lady at the loan office in the 
Toppenish Agency was very rude. She said to me, “You were told all 
you were supposed to know.” 

Yes. My children are unable, under present laws, to inherit my land, 
which I purchased and have worked up to be very valuable. I would 
like to have them inherit this land when I am deceased and if necessary 
at that time to have it deeded. My children do not meet enrollment 
requirements of the Yakima Tribe but I would like the land to remain 
in trust status until my demise. 

Not at this time, but when I sold my land to the tribe I was told 
it could not be bought by anyone but an Indian or the tribe. I could 
have got more money for it had I been able to sell it to a white per- 
a which I knew there were a few who would have liked to bought 
t. 

Most of my lands are in Yakima but I have this one on the Chebalis 
Reservation. The house is now in disrepair and the fields have grown 
over with weeds and bush. The heirs could not agree to rent it out. 
I would be agreeable to have this sold and money divided among heirs 
now. The present heirs are one nephew, myself, a sister who is almost 
totally blind, and five small children, plus sister-in-law who has diabetes 
and a stepmother who has suffered several strokes. I am sure the 
money would be welcome. 

In item 26, I check (b) only because my children cannot inherit my 
land. The enrollment act that was put through by our tribe in 1941? 
to 1946? says that they do not have enough Indian blood. Other than 
that, I would keep it. I cannot see it going back to the tribe and my 
children getting nothing. 

I would like my mother’s estate , as she has been dead 10 years 
and my brother is living on the place, making no improvements and 
paying no rent, selling gravel, Christmas trees, without getting per- 
mission from the rest of us. 

The one thing I think is wrong, I married a Yakima and I get the 
benefit of his inheritance as long as I live. It seems like you live with a 
man 37 years you would be able to inherit outright instead of as long as 
you live. 

Yes; where a person cannot build a home on an heirship land unless 
all heirs sign for you. If one of them refuse, a person is out of luck as 
far as building. 

I am very much concerned about 80 acres I received upon the death 
of my son in 1952. The land was given to me instead of my son’s 
widow or his two sons. He was in the process of buying the land when 
he died, in which case his widow went to work and finished the pay- 
ments on the place plus improvements. Also, the 1-acre plot I gave to 
my son, where he built a home, was given to me. I have tried for several 
years to get the two places deeded to my former daughter-in-law, but no 
action has been taken. The Yakima Indian Agency representative said 
the office would consider a trust deed to my two grandsons. However, 
we would like them to have the land, not just the use of it—to later 
be given back to the tribe. The problem seems to be that my son’s 
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widow is not the required one-quarter Yakima Indian to be able to in- 
herit property. She is one-quarter Wasco and one-sixteenth Aleut; 
however, she is listed on the rolls at the agency and receives all the 
other benefits. In such case, according to one of the tribal laws, the two 
children were not enough Yakima Indian to inherit their father’s prop- 
erty. My former daughter-in-law has remarried and is living on the 
place and farming it. They have put several thousand dollars back 
into the place in the way of leveling, fences, and buildings, and much 
labor. In their case I’m sure the place would not be squandered if they 
or better the sons were to receive a deed to the property. 

Well, for one thing that bothers me a lot is the heir land I have would 
not be inherited by my children, because they are enrolled in Warm 
Springs Reservation. If I should die my heir land which I inherited 
from my father would be inherited by my other close relatives, which 
I think is unconstitutional, as I would like to have my children inherit 
what little I have in case of my death. 

Definitely. As you people know how our tribal council has set up its 
heirship, my children (three-sixteenths) are not entitled to heirship. 
I want to know why I cannot trade my timber allotment for some Indian 
farmland as soon as possible. Better yet, if my tribe wants, I would 
sell it lock, stock, and barrel to them. If I buy the land from the tribe 
I want an unbiased appraisal and to be a party in the appraisal group. 
The reason: The agency makes the appraisal when the Indian wants his 
land sold, but if it isn’t sold to some Indian buyers then the tribe buys 
it for a Portland (area office) appraiser’s value. P.S. This remark isn’t 
an isolated case I’m stating here. 

Only my children cannot get what I have tried to keep for them and 
their use, a home which can be farmed by them when they are old 
enough; it will help in their high school years for school expenses. 
They are my own children; I can’t see why they cannot have what is 
mine to use for themselves when I am gone. They are one-eighth 
Yakima Indian, one-eighth Nez Perce, three-quarters white. 

Yes; there is. One of the problems is: Why can’t another person of 
another tribe inherit land that was meant to be his, left by a will? Ifa 
person wanted to leave land to another party in another reservation, 
I don’t see why they shouldn’t inherit the land. 

Yes. I am allowed only half of the rental from my husband’s prop- 
erty which is leased to ——. This rental was paid to Indian agency 
and due me on September 23, 1958, and to date I’ve not received 
my half even though I’ve applied several times for it. I feel that 
my husband’s will and wishes should be carried out in full, not subject 
to being cut by half, as his intent was that it was all to be mine on his 
death. I definitely feel that a better system of handling Indian affairs 
must be made so that we people receive our just rights, the same as any 
citizen of this United States is entitled to under our laws. I cannot 
understand two sets of laws as it is now handled. Weshould be treated 
equally in this, not robbed of half of what we are supposed to inherit 
and then have to wait for a year or so to get the half we are supposed 
to get. At my age we need it now. 

BIA: Bureaucratic practices which are tradition bound. There is no 
education by Government workers explaining our lands, etc. How do 
you expect us to know unless we are informed? 

Being a member of the Yakima Tribe, I'll have to let all heirship 
land go to nearest relatives enrolled in Yakima. This lets out my 
three children who are not enrolled there, as they don’t have enough 
Yakima blood for membership. This also pertains to my own allot- 
ment. I would like to have this changed so my own children could bene- 
fit after my death. 

Yes; I have heirship problems. My brother died about 2 years ago and 
T lost out on everything. Only a Yakima can inherit in Yakima. I 
should have had his personal property, at least. Therefore, I have 
applied for my deed, which is pending for some time, as I cannot heir 
our property which we bought and improved. I want my family to 
heir this property and not without a home; all our earnings are in our 
home. 
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We do not know who is buying and cutting timber and they have a 
20-year contract to cut timber and no one knows for how much or when 
it will be cut. For instance they said it had $40,000 worth of timber 
on it, for which 3 or 4 years ago we (I and sister) received a few hun- 
dred dollars about $400 once and $250 (about) once and we never hear 
or know if we will ever get any more on it, or we cannot borrow ahead 
on it. They do exactly what they want and we don’t know anything 
about timber, how much left to cut and when we could receive money. 
They don’t explain nothing about nothing at Indian agency. 

Not heirship lands—just heirs. I’m one-eighth Yakima and have an 
allotment but my children nor wife could not inherit the land if I died, 
so why should I spend 5 or 10 years to improve it. 

My wife and I are of advanced age (79 years) ; we would like income 
or proceeds from the land and timber; however, timber on our land 
was appraised in 1936 at $6,000; we are now offered $9,000 from the 
tribal council (who has been dealing with a timber company in 3 
we have been told and believe the timber and land is worth many times 
that amount but it seems our hands are tied. We cannot afford a pro- 
fessional cruiser to go over the land but know enough about timber to 
know that the offered price is not just and correct. We would like 
unrestricted right to sell part of the timber (on a thinning basis or 
sustained yield basis) so that we can enjoy some income from this 
timber during our remaining years. 

Yes. I would like to see the Yakima Inheritance Act of 1946 re- 
pealed. Neither of my children can now inherit the property I own on 
the Yakima reservation because neither are enrolled. I am three-quar- 
ter degree Indian blood, one-quarter Yakima and have been a civil 
service employee for the past 23 years. I would like for them to be able 
to inherit this property without it having to go into a taxable status. 
The Yakima Act is very unfair and I believe a violation of the Bill 
of Rights. 

As I said before the small tracts. The Yakimas are under the 1946 
act which is called Enrollment Act, which my own heirs will not inherit 
my heirship estate. If anything should happen to me because of one- 
quarter degree of Yakima blood my son could not have any of my 
estate. Would like to sell all my heirship land including timber land. 

I would like to have a receipt, similar to a bankbook that would show 
exactly what my kids have in trust from the Dalles Dam settlement 
and also from the timber, etc. 

Yes. I have an interest in some trust land which has some good tim- 
ber. I have had some good offers to buy just the timber but as it is 
I can’t sell the timber unless I sell the land. I would like to know, 
why I have to sell the land, too. Is it because I own trust land off the 
reservation ? 

According to Yakima tribal laws, all my land goes back to the tribe 
at my death, because I’m not one-quarter Yakima blood. Even though 
my children are tribal members. Consequently there is no object in 
improving and building to create an estate for my children. I think 
the law that you can give away before death, but cannot will, should 
be changed immediately. I gave my land to my three children; how- 
pw if one should die, the other two would be part owners with the 

I have a very small interest in my grandmother’s allotment on the 
Yakima Reservation. The inheritance laws of the Yakima Tribe pro- 
vide that such lands revert back to the tribe, so I presume my inherited 
land is lost." I have an allotment of 160 acres which will probably 
revert back to the tribe upon my death. My only complaint on this 
subject is that I feel this procedure is very unfair. I would like to 
leave my land to my sister who has no allotment, or to her children, 
but under the laws of the Yakima Tribe, this would not be possible. 
However, I realize that in this manner the Yakimas have their own 
method of controlling the heirship problem. I do not believe that every 
member who has an allotment should have the privilege of willing it 
to one person if they so desire, provided, of course, that that person is 
a member of the tribe or a blood relative of the owner. 
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I feel that the water charges against my mother’s heirship land is 
unjust because I dry-farm it_and do not use water, and reason is, it is 
not leveled, that I can use it. They are holding $300 from my Dalles 
settlement money that I would like to have released. 

Some feasible way of dividing and as I previously said, that the laws 
be changed so that this land wil revert back to my children despite the 
fact they are less than one-quarter blood. There is no incentive to 
develop or establish residence on same when it is returned to the tribe 
after my death. If you would please consider the present law whereby 
any member of the tribe who lives outside the reservation or ceded 
territory 5 years since 1941 is removed from the rolls. My sister who 
lives in California has experienced this fact. It tends to discourage 
young members to leave the reservation to improve their welfare. 
Many Indians have procured deeds and subsequently sold their land 
to whites which result is much of the land is now in white ownership 
throughout the reserve. It seems to me that if the Bureau would re- 
lieve competent members if they so desired, of their connection with 
the tribe and reservation by cash settlement (I understand there is 
over $18 million in the U.S. Treasury credited to the Yakima Tribe) 
then for the individuals who need or prefer guardianship by the Gov- 
ernment be taken care of by condensing the reservation area to ac- 
commedate such amount. I understand the present budget at the 
Yakima Indian Agency is well over $1 million a year. I also under- 
stand that some members have been permitted to sell out their interest 
by cash settlement—as to how much I do not know but this informa- 
tion has been known to me, although I have not received a satisfac- 
tory answer for my own request. 

I would like to know where the land is that I have inherited and 
just what my rights to it are, since there are other heirs. Having 
been away from the reservation for so long, I am in the dark. Also, 
I wish the Celilo Dam settlement would be explained and these per 
capita payments. I don’t know exactly what other rights, besides fish- 
ing, were taken away. 

I bought some trust land which my children cannot inherit (if I 
understand the present law correctly) because they do not have enough 
Yakima Indian blood. However, they are enrolled in thetribe. I think 
my own children should be able to inherit my own land, including my 
own allotment. 

I think all heirship land should be handled like the State, should 
go to the heirs, if they are white or any other race. My two children 
have a problem now. They were taken off of the Yakima’s tribal roll 
because they never lived on the reservation in the years of 1941 to 
1946. And they cannot get any part of their mother’s property on that 
account, which I believe is not right. They are trying to get some of 
it now but no headway. Would like to hear more on this case if I can. 

Yes. as I have seven minor children who cannot inherit under our 
present laws because they refused to enroll them. All my older chil- 
dren are enrolled. I certainly don’t think it’s right my younger children 
cannot call themselves Yakimas. So what are they? They had one 
mother and same father as the others. I guess they’re considered 
white. 

I had an allotment of timberland, allotment No. Yakima Reser- 
vation allotted during the last of allotments of land this reservation. 
This allotment was pine timber, and until 1954, I received from $16 to 
$22 per year grazing fees. When ponderosa pine began to raise to 
new highs in price, I went to the Yakima Agency to get my deed 
or in fee. I had several opportunities to sell my timber. I was 
informed I could and did make application only to learn, more than a 
year later, my application had been pigeonholed and no action was 
taken on it at all. During my first visit to the agency I was told I had 
1,716,000 feet of ponderosa pine, a cruise taken 1910, and new cruises 
were showing at least 10 percent increase in growth; 1954 timber was 
sold in large blocks. But before my timber would be sold, I was forced 
to sign a power of attorney to the agency or whomever was in charge. 
This logging was select logging and the final figures showed 660,000- 
foot cut from my holdings. The bid price $37.50; 10 percent taken out 
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for handling expense. logging company was awarded the bid, one 
of the same companies who had offered to buy my timber direct from 
me. I was informed it would be 25 years before any more timber would 
be logged from my allotment. I have three children, so I decided to 
deed my allotment over to them. But the agency informed me, my 
children could not inherit any of my Indian rights or property on the 
reservation, so the only way out was to make application to sell my allot- 
ment to the Yakima Tribe, which I did. The final count showed 500,000 
feet of ponderosa pine, old growth left, 200,000 of seedling, ete. No- 
where near the 1,716,000 feet taken in cruise of 1910. There had been no 
fire, no blown down timber on my allotment. So what I received for my 
allotment is a far cry of what I could have received, if I had the right 
to handle my own affairs. Instead of $68,000 or more, I received far 
less by having the Indian council manage my allotment for me. 

If the law that was made in 1946 was repealed it would straighten out 
all this heirship trouble. The Indian agency keeps half our rent money 
because they say we can’t inherit our mother’s allotment because we 
can’t prove we are one-quarter Yakima Indian, yet there are papers in 
the agency showing my mother to be one-half Klikitat Indian 
which is one of tribes belonging to Yakima Nation. When they had the 
hearing to settle the estate they were trying to give allot- 
ment to heirs of the but never tried to find heirs in any of 
the . We asked for a rehearing three times and then got word 
from ae ten, we hadn’t asked for a rehearing. They knew nothing 
about it. 

I was informed by the Portland office that I was an heir in my aunt’s 
estate, now dead. In the same letter they told me I couldn’t inherit 
because I wasn’t a Yakima. Yet I am enrolled, my grandmother was a 
fullblood, brought here from the Columbia area, my grandfather a 
white man, which makes me a one-quarter. Yet they refuse to enroll 
my children. My wife is nearly a fullblood. Half Yakima and half 
Bannock from Idaho. They have also disinherited her. They won’t 
even let her inherit her own dad’s property. Do you think that is fair? 

Please, I would like my heirship land sold. And why do the tribe 
take the land back if I die first. That is what they said. 

In 1958 the land was leased and the Government collected the water 
rights money, but he never paid the rent, which was $800 to the heirs. 
The agency to this date has made no effort to collect for us even though 
the renter put in his crop and sold it, as well as living on the property 
for a year. 

Only that it seems something should be done to prevent one piece of 
land’s being broken into so many separate shares that no one person 
benefits from any income therefrom, for example, grazing checks an- 
nually for amounts from 31 cents to 67 cents or thereabouts. 

Children can’t inherit or acquire through will my trust land due to 
the restrictive nature of the 1946 Tribal Enrollment Act. 

There seems to be some underhanded move to take this 40 acres from 
the three heirs since our father’s death. It was allotted to our mother. 
After her death he and our stepmother lived on it for 50 years or more. 
They are both dead so the agency claims the heirs haven't proof that 
they have enough Indian blood to hold it. Both parents were more 
than half Indian so they were always told. But so far the agency 
refuses to show the records. It was allotted to a cousin who also died 
before he could claim it. Nothing fair about it. 
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SACRAMENTO AREA OFFICE 


Questionnaires were mailed to 2,035 heirs of the Sacramento Area 
and completed returns were received from 471 (approximately 23 per- 
cent) adult heirs. 


GENERAL INFORMATION 


Median age of Sacramento Area heirs is in the 41- to 50-year category 
with the following distribution : 21 to 30, 51; 31 to 40, 88; 41 to 50, 103; 
51 and over, 221; and no answer, 8. Three hundred and seventeen 
heirs have children with a total of 1,080. There were 269 heirs who 
were heads of households, 183 were not, and 19 did not answer. 
Median Indian blood quantum for the area is three-quarter with the 
following distribution: fullbloods, 204; three-quarter blood, 83; half- 
blood, 113; one-quarter or less Indian blood, 59; no Indian blood, 4; 
no answer, 8. The majority of heirs (346) do not live on reservations; 

117 do; and 8 did not answer. Again, the majority of heirs (302) 
do not live on trust or restricted lands, 123 do and 46 did not answer. 

Ninety-four heirs in the Sacramento Area reported receiving some 
form of welfare assistance during 1958. Of this number, 31 Bre on 
reservations; 6 live off; and one did not answer. 

Median income of heirs in 1958 for the Area as a whole was in the 
$1,001 to $2,000 category. By agency we find the California in the 
$1,001 to $2,000 category, Hoopa and Riverside in the $2,001 to $3,000 
category. At California agency both the heirs living on and those liv- 
ing off the reservation have the same median income. Hoopa agency 
poe a quite different picture with those living on the reservation 

aving a median income in the $3,001 to $4,000 bracket whereas those 
living off are in the $2,001 to $3,000 category. Riverside heirs living 
on the reservation have a median of less than $1,000 whereas those liv- 
ing off are in the $3,001 to $4,000 category. Income computed by In- 
dian blood quantum produces a very interesting picture with the full- 
blood median at just about $1,000; three-quarter blood median between 
$2,001 and $3,000; halfblood median between $3,001 and $4,000; and 
owt or less Indian blood median income between $2,001 and 

,000. 

Heads of households have a median of $1,001 to $2,000 for the area as 
a whole and by agency is as follows: California, $1,001 to $2,000; 
Hoopa, $3,001 to $4,000 ; and Riverside, $2,001 to $3,000. 


INTERESTS IN HEIRSHIP LAND 


One of the questions asked the heirs was how many interests in heir- 
ship tracts did they have, how many reservations were the tracts located 
on and how many of the tracts were public domain allotments. It was 
found that many heirs could not answer the questions since they had no 
information concerning the extent of their holdings. Two Sondend 
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and fifty-nine heirs reported owning interests in 580 tracts for an 
average of 2.2 each. One hundred and sixty-eight heirs stated their 
tracts were located on 196 reservations or an average of 1.1 Of the 
total interests owned by the heirs 136 were in public domain allotments. 
In the Sacramento Area 69 heirs reported living on heirship land. 
Eighteen of this number ranch or farm the land, 45 are fullbloods; 20 
received welfare assistance during 1958; the majority were over 51; 
and 20 owned other lands in fee. 

Median income from heirship land for the entire area is less than $50 
but by agency category it was as follows: California, $0 to $50; Hoopa, 
$501 to $1,000; and Riverside, $151 to $200. The majority of heirs had 
visited their heirship interests within the past 10 years and live within 
1 day’s drive (300 miles) of the land. 


ACTIONS 


Thirty-three heirs ranch or farm heirship land in which they hold an 
undivided interest and 90 have done so within the past 10 years. 


Ninety-four heirs reported they had made attempts to sell some of their 
heirship interests in the past and 40 (approximately 42.5 percent) were 
successful, The rate of success in such attempts was 48.7 percent at 
Hoopa; 40 percent at Riverside; and 36.3 percent at California, 


OPINIONS AND PROPOSALS 


One hundred and fifty-six heirs expressed an intent to live on heir- 
ship land in which they held an interest in the future and 156 intend 
to ranch or farm the Tand. These statistics are overlapping to the 
extent that some heirs intend to do both. When asked if they wanted 
to sell or exchange some or all of their heirship interests 39 said some; 
163 all: 201 none, and 68 did not answer. One of the questions asked 
of the heirs was if they wanted Bureau of Indian Affairs’ control over 
heirship land retained, or removed, and why. One hundred and 
seventy-seven wanted this control continued ; 152 wanted it removed ; 
and 142 did not answer the question. The reasons given for both 
points of view appear in the agency reports. 

Part (6) of question 26 asked the heirs if they would want their 
interests sold and the money divided. The majority (183) answering 
wanted all the heirship land sold and the money divided. Sixteen 
only wanted some sold; 97 none; and 175 did not answer. By agency 
the heirs at California and Hoopa wanted all the land sold, but the 
heirs at Riverside wanted none sold (the majority). We have cross 
tabulated the answers to this question by various categories, i.e., blood 
quantum, residence, etc., to determine if there is any particular pattern 
among the heirs opposed to sale of heirship land: 


(26b) I would like to have the tract(s) of heirship land in which I own an 
interest sold and my share of the money paid to me. ; 
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Categories Sell all Sell some None No answer 
16 2 13 20 
31 1 17 39 
40 3 23 37 
95 10 44 72 
1 0 0 7 
183 16 97 175 
xX: 
127 & 63 119 
55 7 33 53 
1 1 ES 
Head of household: 
No. 8? 4 36 76 
Degree of Indian blood: | 
33 2 17 31 
None- - 2 0 1 
Live on reservation: | 
No 10 64 134 
0 1 4 
16 97 175 
9 33 
7 56 117 
0 8 
16 97 175 
13 5 21 30 
7 1 4 23. 
Total... 183 | 16 97 175 
Income from heirship land: 
0 1 1 0 
$501 to $1,000_.......-. — _ 4 0 1 1 
2 0 0 i 
Farm or ranch heirship land: 
ed | 4 5 13 11 
60545—61—-vol. 1 34 
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An examination of the cross tabulation reveals that the only group 
strongly opposed to sale of the land is composed of heirs farming or 
ranching such lands. 

Question 27 was an attempt to draw from the heirs suggestions to 
the Con concerning possible solutions to the problem, The 
question had been worded in such a way as to inform the Indians that 

ssible solutions had been offered in the past and four of these were 

isted, then space was left for the heirs to make any recommendations 
they wanted. While the question was not intended to be one of mul- 
tiple choice it was found that some heirs merely checked off one of 
the proposed solutions. Twenty heirs felt that those owning the 
major interests in the tract should determine its use or disposition ; 
53 heirs felt that a simple majority should rule; 21 wanted each heir 
given the right of appeal to state courts for partition of sale; and 
35 wanted all probates handled by state courts under state law. 
These statistics are just for informational purposes since the question 
had not been intended as multiple choice. Other suggestions made by 
the heirs are included in the agency reports. 

Of 370 heirs answering the question, 120 (32.4 percent) own other 
lands in fee status. At Riverside the percentage was 32.5 percent, 
California was 28.9 percent, and Hoopa was 37.8 percent. Four heirs 
had received a fee patent, 46 had purchased the land, 27 inherited it, 
1 received it as a gift, and 42 did not answer the question concerning 

whe foll bl red to pl 
e following tables were prepared to place in proper perspective 
by area office the utoemmeninal data learned from the individual 
returns. 


SACRAMENTO AREA 


TaBLE I.—Age groups of heirs 


Agency 21 t 030 31 to 40 41 to 50 | 51 andover| No answer | Total heirs 
33 42 144 99 222 
13 21 29 166 2 131 
5 25 130 56 2 118 

51 88 1103 221 8 471 
1 Median. 


TaB Le II.—Heirs who have children and the total number 


Number Total 
Agency of heirs number of 
who have 
children 
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III.—Heads of households 
Agen Heads of | Not heads of| Noapswer | Total heirs 
households | households 
127 86 9 222 
76 49 6 131 
269 183 19 471 
TaBLe [V.— Degree of Indian blood 
Agency Full- % % Yor None No Total 
blood less answer heirs 
California..-......- 1128 25 49 17 0 3 222 
36 136 29 22 4 4 131 
| ee oe 40 122 35 20 0 1 118 
204 1 83 113 59 4 8 471 
1 Median, 
TaBLeE V.—Residence of heirs 
Agency Living on Living off | Noanswer | Total heirs 
reservation | reservation 
44 1173 5 222 
25 1104 2 131 
48 169 1 118 
117 1 346 8 471 
1 Majority of those answering. 
TaBLeE VI.—Heirs living on trust or restricted land 
Live on Do not live 
Agency trust or on trust or No Total 
restricted restricted answer heirs 
land land 
California 57 1138 27 222 
Hoopa. 28 194 9 131 
38 170 10 118 
Total 123 1 302 471 
‘ 1 Majority of those answering. 
TasLe VII.—Heirs who received welfare assistance during 1958 
Received 
Agency welfare Live on Live off 
4 assistance | reservation | reservation | No answer 
4 during 1958 
0 55 16 138 1 
Total. 94 31 162 1 
1 Majority of those answering. 


ie 
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TaBLe VIII.—1958 income reported by heirs 


Agency - 0 to $1,001 to | $2,001 to | $3,001 to | $4,001 No Total 
$1,000 $2,000 $3,000 $4,000 | and over! answer 
ree eee 33 116 ll 16 140 222 
13 13 8 10 18 131 
15 3 7 9 81 118 
61 132 17 28 43 290 471 
1 Median. 


Agency 0 to $1,001 to $2,001 to $3,001 to $4,001 and 
$1,000 $2,000 $3,000 $4,000 over 
California: 
Riverside: 
TABLE X.—1958 income by degree of Indian blood! 
Blood quantum 0 to $1,000 | $1,001 to $2,001 to $3,001 to | $4,001 and Total 
$2,000 $3,000 $4,000 over 
233 14 4 7 66 
9 6 26 7 7 35 
9 8 1 29 19 46 
10 3 26 5 32 
61 231 17 28 42 179 
1 ba Nn isties include only those heirs answering both the income and blood quantum questions. 
2} an. 
TaBLeE XI.—1958 income for heads of households 
Agency Oto | $1,001 to | $2,001 to | $3,001 to | $4,001 No Total 
$1,000 $2,000 $3,000 $4,000 | andover! answer 
24 115 3 7 10 127 
6 10 3 17 13 37 76 
10 1] 5 7 41 66 
40 127 7 19 30 146 259 
Median. 
TaBLe XII.—Jnterests in heirship land 
Agency Total Number Interests | Reservations} Interests in 
heirs answering by tracts located public domain 
114 233 
131 a = 
23 
70 184 
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TaBLE IX.—Median income of heirs by residence on or off the reservation 
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TaBLe XIII.—Number of tracts in which the heirs hold an interest * 

Agen Hei Number of | A 

answering | tracts | per heir 

114 233 2.0 


1 Many of the heirs did not know how many tracts they had interests in and either placed a question mark 
for an answer or stated they did not know. 


TaBLE XIV.—Number of reservations upon which the heirs have 
interests in heirship tracts 


Agency Heirs an- Number of Average 
swering reservations 
ER ST 41 45 1.0 


Interests in Median 
Agency Total heirs Heirs an- ublic number of 
swering omain interests 
allotments 
222 41 64 1.5 
131 23 39 1.6 
118 15 33 2.2 
471 79 136 1.7 
TaBLe XVI.—Heirs residing on heirship land 
Live on Received 
Agency heirship Ranch or Full- welfare Age category Own fee 
land farm it bloods assistance land 
in 1958 
35 7 23 13 | 51 and over-_.. 9 
Taste XVII.—Income from heirship land 
0 to $51 to | $101 $151 $201 $501 $1,001 | $2,001 | Noan-| Total 
Agency $50 to to to to to to and swer | heirs 
$100 $150 $200 $500 | $1,000 | $2,000 | over 
California... ....... 145 1 1 3 2 1 0 0 169 222 
3 1 1 1 4 13 3 6 109 131 
Riverside. -.......-- 0 0 3 2 2 2 0 1 108 118 
2 5 6 6 3 7 


: i 
TaBLE XV.—Interests in public domain allotments held by heirs tee 
1 Median. 
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TasLe XVIII.—Last visit to heirship land 


Between Between Prior to Total 
Agency 1959! 1958 and 1948 and 1939 No answer heirs 
1949 1939 
42 237 3 3 137 222 
18 221 3 7 82 131 
251 26 1 3 37 118 
2111 84 7 13 256 471 


1 1st 6 months of 1959. 
2 Median, 


TaBLE XIX.— Distance heirs live from their heirship interests 


Agency 0 to 300 | 301 to 600 | 601 to 900 | 901 miles | No answer Total 
miles miles miles and over heirs 
1114 6 3 1 98 222 
162 10 3 5 51 131 
161 2 2 2 51 118 
1237 18 8 8 200 471 
TaBLE XX.—Heirs attempts to sell heirship land 
Heirs who 
have at- Those who | Percentage 
Agency tempted to were of success 
sell heirship 
d 
TaBLE XXI.—Heirs’ opinions concerning the sale of heirship land 
Agencies Sell all Sell some None Noanswer | Total heirs 
California... 180 9 48 85 222 
176 1 12 42 131 
Riverside cas 27 6 137 48 118 
1183 16 97 175 471 
1 Majority of those answering. 
TasLe XXII.—Heirs owning latid in fee status 
Number ¥ 
Agency pproximate 
answering fee lan percentage 
the question 
California. 176 51 28.9 
Riverside aa 83 27 32.5 
Total 370 120 32.4 


| | | 
California 
Hoopa..-.. 
Riverside-. 
T 


Taste XXIII.—Heirs owning land in fee and method of acquisition 
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Heirs own- Fee 
Agency patent Purchase Inherit Gift 
ee 
California. 51 2 17 13 1 
Hoopa ou 42 1 22 9 0 
Riverside ea 27 1 7 5 0 
Total 120 4 46 27 1 
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Catirornia AGENCY 


Questionnaires were mailed to 926 heirs of the California agency 
and 222 (approximately 23 percent) completed returns were received 
from adults. 

GENERAL INFORMATION 


Median age of California heirs is in the 41- to 50-year category 
with the following distribution: 21 to 30, 33; 31 to 40, 42; 41 to 50, 
44; 51 and over, 99; no answer, 4. There are 94 males and 126 fe- 
males. One hundred and forty-four heirs have children with a total 
of 504. One hundred and twenty-seven heirs are heads of households ; 
187 are members of the tribe; 24 are not; 11 did not answer. Median 
blood quantum is full with the following distribution : fullblood, 128 ; 
three-quarter blood, 25 ; halfblood, 49 ; one-quarter or less Indian blood, 
17; no answer, 3. Forty-four heirs live on the reservation; 173 off; 
and 5 did not answer. Fifty-seven heirs live on trust land and 24 of 
this group live on the reservation. Fifty-five heirs received welfare 
assistance during 1958 and 16 of this group live on the reservation. 

Income was reported by 82 and the median is between $1,001 and 
$2,000. Median income from heads of households is in the same 
category. When median income was tabulated for those heirs living 
on and off the reservation we find the median for both is still be- 
tween $1,001 and $2,000. Computed by blood quantum, the fullblood 
median is less than $1,000; three-quarter blood median is between 
$2,001 and $3,000; halfblood median is between $3,001 and $4,000; and 
— or less Indian blood median income is between $2,001 and 

3,000. 
Occupations of the heirs were reported as follows: 


Unemployed 5| Heavy equipment operator________ + 
Ranch hand 4| Truckdriver 
Federal Government employee.... 3} Farmer 2 
Sawmill worker 2} Carpenter 2 
Hospital orderly 2| Stenographer ag 2 
Sheepherder 1| Analytical 1 
Disabled_____- 1| Owner, furniture 1 
Practical nurse 1} Coth cutter’s helper.............. 1 
Telephone operator 1| Cook. 2 
Teacher 1| Psychiatrie technician____________ 1 
Domestic__ 1} Disabled 1 
Art director 1| Miner 1 
Cabinetmaker 1| Construction superintendent______ 1 
1 


Vocational nurse 


INTERESTS IN HEIRSHIP LAND 


_ The 222 heirs of California Agency report they own 233 undivided 
wn in heirship land, and 64 of these are public domain allot- 
ments. 
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Thirty-five heirs live on land in which they hold an heirship in- 
terest. Median age of this group is over 51, 26 are heads of house- 
holds, 33 are tribal members, 1 is not, 1 did not answer. Median blood 
quantum is full, 13 received welfare assistance during 1958, median 
income is less than $1,000, 7 ranch or farm the land, and 9 own other 
lands in fee status. 

Median income from heirship land for all heirs reporting is less 
than $50, with the following distribution: $0 to $50, 45; $51 to 
$100, 1; $101 to $150, 1; $151 to $200, 3; $201 to $500, 2; $501 to $1,000, 
1; no answer, 169. 

Forty-two heirs visited their heirship land in 1959, 37 did so be- 
tween 1958 and 1949, 3 between 1948 and 1939, 3 at some time prior 
to 1939, and 187 did not answer. One hundred and fourteen heirs 
live within 300 miles of their heirship interests, 6 live between 301 
and 600 miles away, 3 live from 601 to 900 miles, 1 lives more than 
901 miles, and 98 did not answer. 


ACTIONS 


Fifteen heirs farm or ranch lands in which they hold an undivided 
interest. Fifty-one heirs have used heirship lands at some time in the 
poss and 43 of this number have done so within the past 10 years. 

hirty-three heirs have attempted to dispose of some heirship hold- 
ings and 12 have been successful. All but two of the dispositions were 
made to individuals. The tribe has been unsuccessful in five attempts 
to purchase interests of these heirs, and other Indians have been un- 
successful in six attempts. The heirs themselves have made 12 at- 
tempts to buy out other heirs. 


OPINIONS AND PROPOSALS 


Seventy-nine heirs plan to live on heirship land in the future and 

73 plan to ranch or farm such land. 

en asked if they wanted to sell or exchange some or all of their 
interests in heirship lands, 14 said some; 73, all; 102, none; and 
33 did not answer. 

One of the questions asked of the heirs was if they wanted Bureau 
of Indian Affairs control removed or retained over heirship land and 
why. Sixty-five wanted Bureau control retained, 84 wanted it re- 
moved, and 73 did not answer. Some of the reasons given for retaining 
or removing Bureau control were as follows: 


REMOVE BUREAU CONTROL OVER HEIRSHIP LAND 


* 48218 So I can own my own land and also be able to pay taxes on the 

land. 

48791 I can take care of my own business. 

48456 Because no one feels free to do as they like. The land really should 
be divided. 

48819 Because so much land lies idle, because there are so many heirs, 
everyone’s husband, including Mexicans. 

48003 So we can get a better price if I and the other heirs can handle the 
land ourselves. 

44834 Because they lease it whenever they please and I would like to build 
a home on it. 


1 Individual’s code number. 


t- 
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48739 wneranee it takes the Indian Bureau so long to settle the heirship 
nd. 


RETAIN BUREAU CONTROL OVER HEIRSHIP LAND 


48744 Because the Bureau to my knowledge has more time to explain things 


; to a person than the Government. 
48331 Because the Indian Bureau is more fairer to all involved. 
48220 Because that’s what the Indian Bureau is for, to take care of 


Indian land. 
48518 So many heirs have interests that negotiations among ourselves is 
impossible. 
48689 Because I am afraid heirs wouldn’t all agree. 
48126 Because I feel incompetent. 
47939 There’s five girls, and there’s never no agreement, sell or not to sell. 
Question 26b asked the heirs if they would want their in- 
terests sold and the money divided. Eighty heirs wanted all the 
land sold, 9 wanted some sold, 48 none, and 85 did not answer. There- 
fore a majority of those answering wanted all the heirship land 
sold. We have cross tabulated the answers to this question by various 
categories, i.e., blood quantum, age, etc., to determine if there is a sig- 
nificant difference of opinion by group. 
(26b) I would like to have the tract(s) of heirship land in which I own an 
interest sold and my share of the money paid to me. 


Categories Sell all Sell None No 
some answer 
Age: 
21 to 30 Q 1 8 15 
31 to 40 18 1 14 
answer 0 0 0 4 
Total___. 80 9 48 85 
Female 47 4 24 51 
secs 1 0 0 1 
Total 80 9 48 85 
Have children: 
Wes. JJiss 57 3 29 55 
22 6 19 29 
80 9 48 85 
Head of household 
47 5 27 48 
NOs... 29 4 20 33 
No answer. 4 0 1 4 
Total. 80 48 85 
Degree of Indian blood 
40 7 29 52 
abd 9 1 6 9 
iis 22 1 7 19 
one £6: 0 0 0 0 
No answer. 1 0 0 2 
Total. 80 9 48 85 
Live on reservation 
Yes... 15 2 12 15 
No 63 j 35 68 
No answer. cea 2 0 1 
Total 80 g 48 85 


betes 
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Categories Sell all Sell None No 
some answer 
Live on trust or restricted land; 
Live on heirship land: 
17 1 8 19 
0 0 1 0 
0 1 0 0 
0 1 1 1 
0 0 2 0 
1 0 0 0 
0 0 0 0 
0 0 0 0 
Farm or ranch heirship land: 
Total oa 80 9 48 85 
Own fee land 


An examination of the cross-tabulation indicates that heirs not 
wanting to sell any heirship land are in the following categories: 
(1) Those living on heirship land; (2) those farming or ranching 
heirship land ; and (3) heirs owning lands in fee. 

As a matter of interest we have cross-tabulated question 25 concern- 
ing whether the heirs want to sell or exchange interest and question 26 
concerning whether they want Bureau supervision retained with ques- 
tion 26b asking if they wanted all their interests sold as follows: 


Question 26b: I would like to have the tract(s) of heirship land in which I 
own an interest sold and my share of the money paid to me. 


Sell all | Sellsome| None No 
answer 
26a. Retain Bureau control over heirship land: 

38 5 25 16 

20 2 6 45 

80 9 48 85 

3 6 2 3 

66 1 1 5 

7 2 43 50 

4 0 2 27 

80 9 48 85 
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Of those heirs wanting the Bureau to retain control over heirship 
land, the majority answering wanted all the heirship land sold. Heirs 
who did not answer the question concerning continued Bureau control 
of heirship land, also wanted all the heirship lands sold. 

Question 26c asked if the heirs wanted all controls removed from 
their heirship lands so that the heirs themselves can handle it. Eighty- 
five said yes, fifty-seven no, and eighty did not answer. Therefore, 
on the basis of those answering, the majority want all controls re- 
moved from heirship land so they can handle it themselves. 

Question 27 was an attempt to draw from the heirs suggestions 
to the Congress concerning a possible solution to the problem. The 
question was worded in such a way as to inform the Indians that 
pemane solutions had been offered in the past and four of these were 

isted, then a space was left for the heirs to make any recommenda- 
tions they wanted. While the question was not intended to be one 
of multiple choice it was found that some heirs merely checked off one 
of the proposed solutions. Other heirs wrote in suggestions that coin- 
cided with one or the other of the suggested solutions. Twenty-three 
heirs felt that a simple majority should determine the use and/or 
disposition of heirship land, 20 felt that state courts should handle 
heirship probates under state law, 8 felt that heirs owning more than 
half should determine its use and/or distribution, and 7 wanted each 
heir given the right to appeal to state courts of sale or partition of 
y land. Some of the other suggestions made by heirs were as 

ollows: 


* 48639 Remove from Government control to personal ownership (taxable). 

48218 I think the Government should release all of the Indian lands to 
the heirs and let them take care of their own land. 

48248 There should be a way for one individual with interests to be able 
to buy from other heirs by means of a long-term loan, for a period of 
5 to 10 years. 

47942 It would be up to the Government to decide. 

48107 Do away with the Indian Bureau (they phony anyway, I think). 

48677 Deed the land to us, so we can do as we see fit with it. 

48743 Should be sold as there are too many people involved in the land. 

48321 Give cash value of land to Indians who desire it, let others receive 
deed for land and manage it the way they see best. 

48162 I think that someone should be appointed to see that this land is 
properly divided. 

48609 Get the Federal Government to release their legal title to the State 
of California and let the State settle it. 


Question 28 asked if the heirs owned land that was not held in 
trust. Of the 176 heirs answering the question 51 (approximately 
28 percent) own lands in fee. Seventeen said they purchased it, 
thirteen inherited it, two received fee patents, and one received it as 
a gift. Median age of this group is in the 41- to 50-year category, 
30 are heads of households, 44 are tribal members, 5 are not, 2 did not 
answer. Median blood quantum is three-quarter, 8 live on the reserva- 
tion, 16 live on trust land, 12 received welfare assistance during 1958, 
median income is between $2,001 and $3,000 (only 19 answering), 9 
live on heirship land, and 5 ranch on farm ne land. 

Question 29 was an attempt to draw from the heirs any and all 
problems connected with their heirship lands. It was worded in very 
general terms and brought forth interesting complaints. The follow- 


2 Individual’s code number. 
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ing extracts are representative of the problems encountered by the 


heirs: 
* 48711 


48619 


47992 


48787 


48795 


48417 


I did not sign any leases. There is a crop on both allotments. I 
wrote to the office about a month ago about the lease money but they 
did not answer. I always have trouble about leasing the land because 
some of the heirs are living on it. We are always having trouble so I 
think it is better to sell the land. 

Yes, In this heirship land in which I am an heir I would like to settle 
one problem. That is, which part and how much of this land is mine. 
That way I will be able to know what I want to do with my part of the 
land. 

Yes. I and my two nephews and my sister-in-law own one-third inter- 
est in the three tracts I mentioned. It seems the land cannot be sold 
unless all heirs sign the consent to sell. Every year when it is supposed 
to go up for bid at least one heir hasn’t returned his consent paper in 
time for the land to be placed on the for-sale list. Or they don’t sign the 
consent paper at all. As it stands these tracts of land are doing no one 
any good. The largest tract is timbered land in Shasta County, Calif., 
and a logging firm here has wanted the timber for several years I 
understand. 

I know we or my brother and I are heirs of some land somewhere in 
this county. Would you please let me know where its located so we can 
look it over. We only received $5 for 1959 rent. 

An agent contacted me several years and told me about an heirship 
land which they wanted to sell. I’ve never seen the land or thought of 
making a living on it because time and again Indians have tried it but 
the other heirs got jealous and trouble starts. So that’s why I say the 
heirs should get together and talk things over. They may be selling 
something valuable. But they just can’t get together so I say sell every- 
thing and everyone might be happy. 

Gentlemen, I am sorry I don’t know what land you're talking about. 

I do not know what lands that I am heir to or where they are located. 

I would like to have the deed to my heirship land so I can run it the 
way Iwantto. This way my two uncles grab what little money we make 
off the timber and cattle pasture and they have never put one cent into 
helping us keep up the place. That’s why we, my two brothers and three 
sisters, have never tried to do or raise anything on this place. We own 
only one-third of this place which belonged to our mother. It was di- 
vided between her and her two brothers when my grandfather died in 
the early twenties. 

I am living on my original allotment of 10 acres on the Round Valley 
Reservation. I have a deed for it and pay the taxes. On my heirship 
property, which was my mother’s allotment of 50 acres, I was allotted 
one-fourth as there were four heirs. I am now the only original heir. 
At one time I could have got $2,500 for the land. Now I get $1.25 yearly 
rental. Because we are not able to get the signatures of all the heirs 
of the other three-fourths we are not allowed to sell the property. When 
I die there will be another half dozen heirs. 

The heirship land owned by Indians and leased by Indians should be 
leased at a higher rate per acre. The rent at this time is too low. 
Money coming from timber cut on heirship land should be sent out to 
each heir just as soon as possible and all of the money at one time. 
There are some people here at Covelo, Calif., Indian Reservation that 
= having a lot of trouble getting their money from the timber that has 

n cut. 

Yes, very many problems, mostly among heirs arguments and 
beefs. I would be thankful to get this thing settled once and for all. 
I’m tired of trouble with the BIA and U.S. doings. I’m a veteran of 
World War II. They took me in A-1 and now I have two counts of 
service-connected disability on me and all I receive is $19. That is why 
I wish they would get this thing settled as for now. I hardly can work 
any more. 

I would like to know how come our land bureau in Sacramento could 
sell my sister’s land after she was dead. They didn’t get in touch with 
me or anybody. 


Individual’s code number. 
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I pay taxes on this land every year. Why can’t I have a deed for it? 

I was told in Sacramento Indian office that we couldn’t sell this land 
because my father’s father was a white man and he had this land all 
tied up and we couldn’t do anything about it. If we did it would cost us 
a lot of money. After all, that white man has been dead for about 25 or 
30 years now and that land will never do anybody any good if we don’t 
get this thing settled one way or the other. 

I would have liked to build a home on my interest but the other heirs 
objected and would not give consent. So if the property could be sold 
than I could have my full interest. 

I am now the owner of a five-eighths interest in heirship lands. I have 
endeavored to trade my interest in these lands to the Covelo Indian 
community for other lands. They are not permitted to accept my 
undivided interest in trade. I have endeavored to deal with the owners 
of the other three-eighths interest (there are about 15 of them) without 
success. I cannot sell, lease, or deal with it in any way because of lack 
of cooperation of the owners of the outstanding three-eighths interest. 
= re that some provision should be made to eliminate this sort of 

tuation. 

I would like to have the allotted land divided equally between the 
heirs survived and set aside for each one of us so we as individuals can 
do with our share then as we please. The way it is now there are so 
many that every time one wants to do anything with it the others say 
that may not be your portion. So if it was divided by someone unknown 
and uninterested we would gladly take our portion whatever would 
befall us and do as we wished. The land has been used and we have 
not received any benefit from it for 7 years. Would like to know why. 
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Hoorpa AGENCY 


Questionnaires were mailed to 520 heirs of the Hoopa Agency and 
131 (approximately 25 percent) completed returns were received 
from adults. 

GENERAL INFORMATION 


Median age of Hoopa heirs is in the 51 and over category with the 
following distribution : 21 to 30, 13; 31 to 40, 21; 41 to 50, 29; 51 and 
over, 66; no answer, 2. There are 42 males, 88 females, and 1 did not 
answer, One hundred and one heirs reported having children with 
a total of 334. Seventy-six heirs are heads of household, 111 are 
tribal members, 16 are not, 4 did not answer. Median blood quantum 
is three-quarters with the following distribution : fullbloods, 36; three- 
quarter bloods, 36; halfbloods, 29; one-quarter or less Indian blood, 
22; no Indian blood, 4; no answer, 4. Twenty-five heirs live on the 
reservation, 104 off, and 2 did not answer. enty-eight heirs live 
on trust or restricted land, and 18 of these people live on the reserva- 
tion. Twenty-four heirs received welfare assistance during 1958 and 
seven of the group live on the reservation. 

Income was reported by 62 and the median is between $2,001 and 
$3,000. Median income for heads of households is between $3,001 and 
$4,000. It is interesting to note here that median income for the heirs 
living on the reservation is between $3,001 and $4,000 whereas for 
those living off it is between $2,001 and $3,000. This is the reverse of 
the usual trend. Computed by blood quantum, median income for 
fullbloods and three-quarter bloods is between $1,001 and $2,000; for 
halfbloods it is over $4,000; and for one-quarter or less Indian blood 
it is between $2,001 and $3,000. 

Occupations of the heirs were reported as follows: 


Housewife 59 | Retired 11 
Logger 8 | Laborer 7 
Machinist 2| State employee 
Factory work 2 | Plasterer 2 
Maintenance 2 | Cook_ 2 
Shingle packer 1| Federal 1 
Crab picker 1} Beautician 1 
Cosmetologist 1 
Bookkeeper 1] Cable splicer 1 
Farmer__-_- 1 
Saleswoman 1} Teacher__ 1 
1 | Aireraft mechanic... 1 


fe 
. 
A 
oF 
527 | 


528 INDIAN HEIRSHIP LAND STUDY 


INTERESTS IN HEILRSHIP LAND 


The 131 heirs included in the Hoopa report hold 163 undivided 
interests in heirship tracts, of which 39 are public domain allotments. 

Thirteen heirs live on heirship land in which they hold an undi- 
vided interest. Median age of this group is over 51, nine are heads 
of households, all are members of the tribe, median blood quantum is 
full, four received welfare assistance during 1958, median income is 
the $1,001 to $2,000 category (with only five answering), and two 
ranch or farm heirship land. 

Median income from heirship land for all heirs reporting (22) is 
in the $501 to $1,000 category with the distribution as follows: $0 to 
$50, 3; $51 to $100, 1; $101 to $150, 1; $151 to 200, 1; $201 to $500, 4; 
$501 to $1,000, 3; $1,001 to $2,000, 3; $2,001 and over, 6; no answer, 
109. 

Eighteen heirs visited heirship interests in 1959, 21 did so between 
1958 and 1949, 3 between 1948 and 1939, 7 at some time prior to 1939, 
and 82 did not answer. Sixty-two heirs live within 300 miles of their 
heirship interests, 10 between 301 to 600 miles, 3 between 601 to 900 
miles, 5 live over 900 miles away, and 51 did not answer. 


ACTIONS 


Three heirs ranch or farm heirship land, 26 have used the land in 
the past, and 15 did so within the past 10 years. Forty-one heirs have 
attempted to dispose of some heirship interests, and 20 succeeded. 
All sales were to individuals. The tribe has attempted to buy heir- 
ship interests from two of the heirs but was unsuccessful. Other In- 
dians have made five unsuccessful attempts to purchase interests from 
the heirs, and the heirs themselves have made seven attempts to buy 
out other heirs. 

OPINIONS AND PROPOSALS 


Twenty-five heirs plan to live on heirship interests in the future 
and 26 intend to ranch or farm the land. 

When asked if they wanted to sell or exchange some or all of their 
heirship interest, 9 said some, 64 all, 35 none, and 23 did not answer. 
Therefore, based on those answering the question the majority want to 
sell or exchange some or all of their heirship interests. 

One of the questions asked of the heirs was if they wanted Bureau 
of Indian Affairs control retained or removed from heirship land and 
why. Fifty-nine wanted the controls retained, 38 wanted them re- 
moved, and 34 did not answer. Reasons given for retaining or re- 
moving Bureau control include the following: 
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RETAIN BUREAU CONTROL OVER HEIRSHIP LAND 


* 48881 Dispute with the non-Indian over the boundaries. 

49050 We don’t have to pay taxes. 

49196 To keep off the tax roll. 

49088 I want the Indian Bureau to keep its present control only until they 
untangle the mixed up mess most of the heirship lands are in. The 
sooner that is taken care of, the less heirs there will be to contend 
with. 

49049 There are so many heirs to the lands that it would be difficult for 
me to handle it because of the minor heirs. 

49085 It’s more convenient. 

49162 Because I wouldn’t be capable of handling the sale. 

48922 Because of the maintenance of the land and timber. 

48885 The Indian Bureau stated if Indians have no holdings they have 
nothing to say on the handling of our tribal lands. 


REMOVE BUREAU CONTROL 


49280 je I, considered incompentent, and more of dictatorship by the Indian 
ureau. 

49331 Because in my case it is not necessary, I can control my own prop- 
erty, as a citizen should be able to. 

48972 Something should be done to allow these people some dignity and 
to exercise theirs, I guess you could call it citizenship. 

49064 Because I understand few are controlling it to their own interest. 

48996 Would like to sell for I need the money. 

48951 I feel that I can take better care of my own interest. 

49096 Because they sell timber and give the land away or vice versa. 

49212 It takes the Indian Bureau years to probate and the Government laws 
differ from local and State heirship laws. 

48976 As an individual, I think a person should be able to carry on his 
own business. 


Question 26b asked the heirs if they would want their interests sold 
and the money divided. Seventy-six wanted all the heirship lands 
sold, 1 wanted some sold, 12 did not want any sold, and 42 Pid not 
answer, Therefore, the majority of those answering the question want 
all the heirship land sold. 

We have cross-tabulated the answers to this question by various 
categories to determine if there is any significant differences of opin- 
ion held by certain groups of heirs. 


(26b) I would like to have the tract(s) of heirship land in which I own an 
interest sold and my share of the money paid to me. 


2 Individual’s code number. 
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Categories ‘Sell all’ | Seltsomie| None No 
answer . 
Age: 
7 1 2 3 
Total. 16 1 12 42 
30 0 7 5 
46 1 5 36 
0 0 0 1 
76 1 12 42 
58 1 ll 31 
18 0 1 10 
0 0 0 1 
76 ‘1 12 42 
48 1 8 19 
26 0 4 19 
2 0 0 4 
76 1 12 42 
Degree of Indian blood: 
19 0 13 
Live on reservation: 
15 0 2 8 
No answer... 1 0 0 1 
Total. 76 1 12 42 
Live on trust or restricted land 
No answer... 0 1 3 
Total. 76 12 
Live on heirship land: 
No answer. 1 0 0 -—- 3- 
Income from heirship land: 
to $50...........-----.--.-------------------------------- 2 0 0 1 
$51 to $100_........-.--------------------------------------- 0 1 0 0 
$101 to $150_.........--------------------------------------- 1 0 0 0 
$151 to 1 0 0 0 
$501 to $1,000. 1 0 1 1 
No enswer.......-..--------------------------------------- 63 0 10 36 
Farm or ranch beirship land: 
74 1 9 38 
Own fee land 
30 0 3 9 
NO 41 0 8 20 
76 1 12 
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An examination of the cross-tabulation indicates’ that those heirs 
ranching or farming heirship land do not want to sell any of their 
interests. With the exception of one or two heirs in certain income 
categories, the majority in all categories want to sell all the land. 

As a matter of interest we have cross-tabulated question 25 concern- 
ing whether the heirs want to sell or exchange interests and question 
26 concerning whether they want Bureau supervision retained with 
question 26b asking if they wanted all their interests sold as follows: 


(26b) I would like to have the tract(s) of heirship land in which I own an 
interest sold and my share of the money paid to me. 


Sell all Sell None No 
some answer 
26a. Retain Bureau control: 

25. Sell or exchange undivided interests: 
1 0 1 21 
Total. 2. 76 1 12 42 


Heirs wanting Bureau control retained wanted all heirship land 
sold. The majority of those not answering the question did indicate 
they want the heirship lands sold. Some of the heirs that answered 
qpestion 25, stating they did not want to sell or exchange any heir- 
ship land, did indicate in answer to 26b they wanted all of it sold. 
This probably indicates a desire to have the Federal Government do 
the selling rather than the heirs. 

Question 26c asked if the heirs wanted all controls removed 
from their heirship lands so that the heirs themselves can handle 
it. Thirty heirs wanted the controls removed, 47 wanted them 
retained, and 54 did not answer. Again, this seems to point to an 
attitude among the heirs that the Government should sell the land 
rather than they themselves. It might also indicate that the heirs 
do not want to use the land themselves or keep it for themselves. 

Question 27 was an attempt to draw from the heirs suggestions to 
the Congress concerning a possible solution to the problem. The ques- 
tion. was worded in such a way as to inform the Indians that possible 
solutions had been offered in the past, and four of these were listed, 
then space was left for the heir to make any recommendations he 
wanted. While the question was not intended to: be one of multiple 
choice, it was found that some heirs merely checked off one of the pro- 
posed solutions. Other heirs wrote in suggestions that coincided 
with one or the other of the proposed solutions. Twenty heirs felt 
that a simple majority should determine the use or disposition of the 
land, 10 felt that State courts should probate heirship estates uncer 
State laws, 7 felt that heirs owning more than half the tract should 
determine its use or disposition, and 7 felt that each heir should have 
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the right of appeal to the State courts for persion or sale of the land. 
Some of the other suggestions made included the following : 


2 48885 Allowing heirs who want to sell have their share partitioned, buat 
not to allow legal action so land can be sold. This would be unfair to 
Indian who lives on the allotment. 
49199 I think they should give us our titles to the land and let us take 
care of it ourselves. 
49087 Give the heirs the right to sell if they want, or not to sell if they 
don’t want to, 


Question 28 asked if the heirs owned land that was not held in 
trust. Of the 111 answering the question, 42 (approximately 37 per- 
cent) own lands in fee status. Twenty-two heirs stated they had pur- 
chased the land, nine had inherited it, one was issued a fee patent, 
and the others did not state how they acquired the land. Median age 
of this group is over 51, 30 are heads of households, 37 are tribal 
members, 4 are not, and 1 did not answer. Median blood quantum is 
three-quarters, nine live on the reservation, seven live on trust land, 
six received welfare assistance during 1958, median income is between 
$3,001 and $4,000, four live on heirship land, and none of the group 
ranch or farm heirship lands. 

Question 29 was an attempt to draw from the heirs any and all 
problems concerning their heirship land. It was worded in very 
general terms and the following extracts represent the complaints: 


49280 Why are they so slow in settlement? Sacramento and Hoopa do not 
tell where they sell, how much they sell, when they sell. Most of all the 
resentment is, to in reference, to No. 26 question? Another trouble is, 
try and get something straightened out from either Sacramento or 
Hoopa, the other would blame the other for it. Could say more, but 
is there any way of investigation of all our trouble at home? 

49096 We are never allowed to stop bid at land sale when the price is not 
satisfactory. We are never allowed to quote minimum bid on trust 
land. 

49242 It should be disposed of, as one heir doesn’t trust another. 

49312 My two sisters and myself own an undivided interest in land inherited 
from our grandmother. We eannot actually possess our share because 
it is undivided. I discovered this fact when I attempted to claim my 
share and my sister’s share so that we could erect a summer house. 
Living on east coast, it is really difficult to keep abreast of the doings 
in Hoopa, Calif. 

48962 I really do not know if I own any Indian lands. But if I should own 
any, Which is possible, I would like the land sold and my share paid to 
me. 

48968 My mother, deceased, had an undivided interest in my father’s estate. 
She was non-Indian. My problem is which court to probate, Indian 
or State. 

48070 Ther are two allotments willed to me through my great grandmother, 

. There are but two heirs to these allotments, my sister 
and myself. Since 1910 every effort has been made to locate (sis- 
ter) but always unsuccessfully. It is not known whether she is dead or 
alive. Consequently, it is impossible for me to dispose of my share in 
these holdings. Certainly, I need the money that would be derived from 
the sale of my share in these allotments, but I am completely frus- 
trated by the present laws. 

49335 oi 4 pat inherited land a year ago and would like to know just where it 

ocated. 


1 Individual’s code number. 
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49008 My principal problem is in securing written requests from heirs for 


49181 


action with respect to determining heirs. Another problem is in pre- 
senting a program of action. As for example, a sister has not been 
contacted nor heard from by the three brothers since 1929. 

The 10 acres which I have an heirship in were left to my mother, 
, to my two brothers and one sister and myself. My one brother 
died March 2, 1959, and my other brother and my sister want 
nothing to do with this property but I want it very badly. Will you 
please tell me what I can do to have this property put in my name? 
If you wish, I’ll send you the description of the property and names 
of everyone concerned. 

My problem is lack of information. 

My problem is that I want to sell inherited land which I own and 
which gives me quite a problem. : 
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Riversiwe AGENCY 


Questionnaires were mailed to 589 heirs of the Riverside Agency and 
118 (approximately 20 percent) completed returns were received 

GENERAL INFORMATION 


Median age of Riverside heirs is in the 41- to 50-year category, 
with the fdlowing distribution : 21 to 30, 5; 31 to 40, 25; 41 to 50, 30; 
51 and over, 56; no answer, 2. Thirty-nine heirs are males and 78 
females, and one did not answer. Seventy-two heirs have children, 
with a total of 242. If we consider that each heir has a spouse or 
some other close relative, there are at least 360 people who will share 
in the estates of the present heirs answering this questionnaire. 
Sixty-six heirs are heads of households, 105 are tribal members, 5 are 
not, and 8 did not answer. Median blood quantum is three-quarters, 
with the following distribution: fullbloods, 40; three-quarter bloods, 
22; halfbloods, 35; one-quarter or less Indian blood, 20; no answer, 1. 
Forty-eight heirs live on the reservation, 69 live off, and 1 did not 
answer. Thirty-eight live on trust or restricted land, and of this 
number 24 live on the reservation. Fifteen heirs received welfare 
assistance during 1958 and eight live on the reservation. 

Thirty-seven heirs answered the question concerning total income 
in 1958 and the median is between $2,001 and $3,000, median for those 
heirs living on the reservation is less than $1,000, whereas for the heirs 
living off the reservation the median is between $3,001 and $4,000. 
Income computed by blood quantum indicates that fullblood median is 
less than $1,000, three-quarter and halfblood median is between $3,001 
and $4,000, and one-quarter or less Indian blood median is less than 
$1,000. Median income for heads of households is between $2,001 
and $3,000. 

Occupations of the heirs were reported as follows: 


Housewife 63 | Retired 12 
Laborer. 6| Farmer 5 
Butcher_ 8| Federal employee 2 
Ranch hand 1] 1 
Beautician 1| Engineer ie 1 
Electrician 1| Shipping clerk a 
Pest control Armed services 
Electrical inspector Hod carrier_-_ 1 
Insurance agent 1| Painter 1 
Mechanic Cook 


INTERESTS IN HEIRSHIP LAND 


The 118 heirs of Riverside Agency hold 184 undivided interests in 
heirship tracts, 33 of which are public domain allotments. 

Twenty-one heirs live on heirship land in which they hold an un- 
divided interest. Median age of this group is over 51, 14 are heads 
of households, 19 are tribal members, 1 is not, 1 did not answer. 
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‘Median blood quantum is full, three received welfare assistance durin 

1958, median income is less than $1,000, nine ranch or farm the lan 
and seven own other lands in fee status. 

Median income from heirship land for all heirs reporting (10) 
is just about $200. | 
Fifty-one of the heirs visited their heirship interests during 1959, 
26 between 1958 and 1949, 1 between 1948 and 1939, 3 at some time 
prior to 1939, and 37 did not answer. Sixty-one heirs live within 
300 miles of their heirship interests, two live between 301 and 600 
miles, two between 601 and 900 miles, two live more than 900 miles 
away, and 51 did not answer. 


ACTIONS 


Fifteen heirs ranch or farm heirship lands in which they hold an 
undivided interest. Thirty-six heirs have used heirship land and 
32 of this group used the land within the past 10 years. Twenty heirs 
have attempted to dis of some heirship interests and eight have 
been successful. All but one of the dispositions were made to in- 
dividuals. The tribe has made three unsuccessful attempts to pur- 
chase heirship interests from the heirs, and other Indians have made 
seven unsuccessful attempts. The heirs themselves have made seven 
attempts to buy out the interests of the other heirs. 


OPINIONS AND PROPOSALS 


Fifty-two heirs plan to live on heirship lands and 57 plan to ranch or 
farm heirship 

When asked if they wanted to sell or exchange some or all of their 
interests in heirship lands, 16 said some, 26 all, 64 none, and 12 did not 
answer. Based on those who did answer the question, the majority 
do not want to sell or exchange the land on their own. 

One of the questions asked of the heirs was if they wanted Bureau 
of Indian Affairs control over heirship land caiaiaae or removed and 
why. Fifty-three heirs want the Bureau to retain control, 30 want it 
removed and 35 did not answer. Some of the reasons given for re- 
taining or removing Bureau control were as follows: 


RETAIN BUREAU CONTROL OVER HEIRSHIP LANDS 


+ 49505 Because some of the Indians are too poor to pay tax and might lose 
their land. 

49854 Because they know our problems and would be better able to sell 
our land, heirship, and return money to me. 

49720 Because I am not ready for termination as we have lots of problems 
to discuss first. 

49857 Because I do not feel I could take care of the land by myself. 


REMOVE BUREAU CONTROL OVER HEIRSHIP LANDS 


49621 I am old and want to sell it as I can make a home of my own. 

49409 Because the Indian Bureau employees create too much trouble 
among the Indians over land problems. 

49357 Because I want to have my own title to my property. 

49763 I think an Indian should think for themselves at this time; if they 
don’t now they never will. 
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_ Question 26b asked the heirs if they would want their interests 
sold and the money divided. Twenty-seven wanted all the heirshi 
land sold, 6 Wanted’ some sold, 37 none, and 48 did not answer. Based 
on those answering the question, the majority do not want any heirship 
lands sold. We have cross-tabulated the answers to this queen by 
various categories, i.e. blood quantum, etc., to determine if there is any 
significant difference of opinion among various groups of heirs. 


(26b) I woulld like to have the tract(s) of heirship land in which I own an 
interest sold and my share of the money paid to me. 


Categories Sell Sell None No 
all some answer 
21 to 30__...- 0 0 3 2 
27 6 37 48 
Sex: 
Female........ 46 17 4 22 35 
0 0 0 1 
27 6 37 48 
Have children 
Head of household: 
No answer... 1 0 1 2 
Total... 27 6 37 48 
Degree of Indian blood 
7 3 14 16 
5 1 7 
9 2 ll 13 
No answer. 0 ° 0 1 
Total __ 27 6 37 48 
Live on reservation: 
12 4 18 14 
No..... 15 2 19 33 
No answer. pad 0 0 0 1 
Total. 27 6 37 48 
17 2 20 31 
No answer. 2 2 0 3 5 
Li land 
Total_. 27 6 37 48 
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Categories Sell Sell None No 
{ all some answer 
Income from heirship land: 

0 0 0 0 
$151 to $200....1....-....-.... a 1 0 0 1 

$501 to $1 idJ 2 0 0 0 
Farm or ranch heirship land 4 
No answer; cu 1 0 0 5 
Own fee land: 


An examination of the cross-tabulation reveals that heirs who are 
not heads of households and those not having children want to sell 
all their heirship lands. There are also a few categories of heirship 
income in which this opinion prevails. Heirs with less than one-quar- 
ter Indian blood also want to sell all their heirship lands. 

As a matter of interest we have cross-tabulated question 25 con- 
cerning whether the heirs want. to sell or exchange interests, and 
question 26 concerning whether they want Bureau supervision re- 
tained with question 26b asking if they wanted all their interests 
sold, as follows: 


Question 26b: I would like to have the tract(s) of heirship land in which I 
own an interest sold and my share of the money paid to me. 


Sell all | Sellsome| None | No answer 
26a, Retain Bureau control: 

Total ott 27 6 37 48 

25. Sell or exchange undivided interest in heirship land: 
Yes; some... 4 6 3 


Thirteen heirs wanting Bureau control continued over heirship 
land do want. their interest sold. Ten heirs not answering the ques- 
tion of continued Bureau control wanted their interests sold. 

Question 26c asked if the heirs wanted all controls removed from 
their heirship lands so that the heirs themselves can handle it. Thirty- 
one said “Yes,” 47 “No,” and 40 did not answer. 
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Question 27 was an attempt to get the heirs to make suggestions 
to the Congress concerning a possible solution to the problem. The 
question was worded in such a way as to inform the Indians that 

ssible solutions had been offered in the past and four of these were 
isted, then space was left for the heirs to make any recommenda- 
tions they wanted. While the question was not intended to be one 
of multiple choice it was found that some heirs merely checked off 
one of the proposed solutions. Other heirs wrote in suggestions that 
eoincided with one or the other of the solutions presented. Ten 
-heirs wanted a simple majority to determine the use and/or dis- 
position of heirship land, seven felt that each heir should have the 
right to ask state courts for partition or sale of the land, five heirs 
wanted owners of more than half the tract to decide on its use and/or 
disposition, and five felt that all heirship probates should be handled 
by state courts under state law. The following extracts are repre- 
sentative of other suggestions made: 


* 49727 (a) The problem as a whole, has not been well handled. 
(b) The Indian Bureau reservation system took on the color of pater- 
—— Though well intended, this system has, for many reasons been 
a failure. 
(ce) The Government should be sincerely interested in a solution 
to this problem and should take definite steps to terminate the 
Indian Bureau reservation program. 
(d) The American Indian should be thrown into the stream of 
American life with no extra privileges and no restrictions. 
(e) Justice is far from done. This is particularly true with the 
Indians of the Far West in relation to the land that was taken from 
them. 
49518 Indian land should be left strictly to heirs of original family with 
no exchange or sale. 
49598 I for one wish the land sold and my share, if any, sent to me. 
49811 I think where one is heir to several small pieces that, it should be 
divided so one can have a lot by oneself. 
49660. Land should be. partitioned into lots large enough to be of benefit. 
49787 Encourage the writing of wills by Indians. 
49476 I believe we should own the land outright and pay taxes on it. 


Question 28 asked if the heirs owned land that was not held in 
trust. Of the 83 heirs answering the question, 27 (approximately 32 
percent) own lands that are not in trust status; 7 stated they pur- 
chased the land, 5 inherited it; 1 received a fee patent, and the others 
did not say how they acquired it. Median of this group is in the 
41-to-50-year category, 15 are heads of households, all but 1 are mem- 
bers of the tribe, median blood quantum is one-half, 4 received welfare 
assistance during 1958, median income is about $3,000, 7 live on heir- 
ship land, and 3 ranch or farm heirship land. 

uestion 29 was an attempt to draw from the heirs any and all 

problems connected with their heirship lands. It was worded in very 

general terms and the following extracts are representative of the 
problems encountered by the heirs: ff 

*49854 I have been unable to rent land or sell for the reason there are too 

many heirs. I would want the Indian Bureau to sell these lands and give 

me my share and then there would be no conflict as to who owns what. 

49720 Why do the water rights have liens on land that have no water? How 


do you trade heirship land or buy from them? What kind of papers do 
you havetohave? 1 


2 Individual’s code number. 
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Only that the lands cannot be utilized or sold because all of the heirs 
cannot arrive at any agreement. The allottee died in 1903 and the land 
has not been used since then. 

I am old and draw pensions every month and for that.reason I would 
be glad to have the land sold. In that way I could make a better living 
anda home. I amalone. I have no family. 

I would like to have my heirship land operated by myself... That way 
I could lease it or sell or have some kind. of. business started on it. 
As it now stands the Government could take it away from me. 

I would like a better system of leasing conditions on my_ reservation 
which is at Pala, Calif., in San Diego County. I mean that the situation 
should be better supervised. My mother had some property leased and 
when she died I was declared the sole and only heir at a probate hearing. 
Since then an uncle of mine has been collecting the payments. I realize 
that I could give him trouble since he has no right to the above men- 
tioned. I haven’t had the time to check the situation and straighten 
out everything but intend to. All in all if some form of governing 
system or such were in action on the reservation such incidents I'm 
sure would not happen. 

I would like to know where the land is located, also how much there 
is and about what the assessed value is. I’ve never seen the property, 
also don’t know how much there was only that I had inherited one- 
seventh of the estate from my mother. So if you could send me the 
information I would appreciate it. 

Water charges. Why pay them when there is no water on them but 
ry land. 

I would like to know how much land I really own. I tried to find out 
but never got. nowhere. Nobody seems to know. If I do sell my land 
how much would I get? If so, I’d like to know, not that I really want 
to sell. 

Living conditions are bad due to poor roads—no electricity—water is 
the greatest problem. On my heirship tract where house is located an 
ancient water system which was inadequate in beginning is badly in need 
of repair. Some families there get no water at all from the system. 
They must carry water to use in their homes. On my trust status land 
in Mission Creek, Calif., there is no water system. 

There are six of us that have undivided interest in my grandmother’s 
estate at Martinez’s Reservation. It seems to me in the first place it was 
the duty of the Indian Bureau to have it divided. Because they the 
officials always tell us that our money is in the Treasury Department. 
Why can’t this money be used for that purpose? Divide the land for us 
so we can make use of it. 

Bureau of Indian Affairs at Riverside, Calif., has refused to assist 
us in asserting our water rights to the reservation lands upon which 
we live. Said Bureau has actually been a hindrance to our procure- 
ment of water. The representatives of said Bureau have been discour- 
teous to us and have informed a mutual water company that we had no 
rights to lands or water. For details write to our attorneys. 

The Bureau from Riverside last year cut off our water and we were 
forced to haul out water for 1% years. They also tried to take us out 
of here, where we have been making use of this land and also have our 
homes. All our land has been taken away except 25 acres is all that is 
left now. . This is why I say if we were free from being wards under 
the Bureau we would be better off. We do not need the Bureau. 

There are three tracts of land left in trust by the death of my father, 
mother, and uncle. This land was left to two of my sisters, myself, and 
a brother. For years there has been no way to divide this land and no 
way can be foreseen in the future where there can be an agreement by 
all parties concerned to come to any kind of a settlement. The agency 
has left this up to us but it’s impossible for all to agree. How can this 
land be surveyed and divided equally by the four parties concerned 
in the very near future? If there should be a death of one of the four 
the entanglement would be worse. One of the sisters has completely 
taken over and is building on land that really isn’t proper because it 
really is not yet hers. 
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An adjoining property owner has put a fence on our land approxi- 
mately 25 feet in from what has always been understood was the true 
property line. This was done a year and a half ago and the Bureau has 
delayed and finally said they had no funds or surveyor to check our 
property lines. tf the Bureau is going to handle heirship. problems 
they should have surveyor doing nothing but that. 

I have an inherited interest in an allotment in which two non-Indians 
are also heirs, It is nry understanding that if we were to sell this land 
through the Bureau, the Bureau could only sell the Indian-owned in- 
terests. This makes it almost impossible to sell the land because no 
one wants to buy an undivided interest. Something should be done 
to make this type of land automatically available for sale or fee patent. 

When any heirship problems arise its difficult. to settle the problem. 
In my case I had my allotment. My father was Indian my mother 
white. My mother married my father’s brother after I was 3 years of 
age. I was never legally adopted although he raised and educated 
me. After stepfather’s death his land was probated to her in 1944. 
After her death in 1947 I was notified only half the allotment could be 
mine. Since it was probated to her why as her only heir could it not 
be probated to me? The direct heirs involved said it should be mine. 
The indirect heirs would be hard for me to locate and have all the 
papers signed. In other words I came in as a niece. I never probated 
it for that reason. 

I want to sell undivided interest with minimum of trouble. I have 
no means of obtaining names and addresses of other heirs. Government 
won’t survey tract. Heirs must do so at own expense, Most Indians 
are practically destitute. Most heirs don’t understand real property 
rules and laws, Each one thinks he owns more than he actually does. 
No one to enlighten them to the facts. I should like further correspond- 
ence with your office concerning my particular land problem. 
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APPENDIX 


FORT PECK LETTER 


COMMITTEE ON INTERIOR AND INSULAR AFFAIRB, 
House OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Washington, D.O., April 10, 1959. 


Mr. 
Superintendent, Fort Peck Agency, 
Poplar, Mont. 
Dear Mr. —————: The Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs is pursuing 


a study of the Indian heirship land problem with the intent of recommending 
legislation helpful to both the Federal Government and the individual Indian 
heirs involved. 

In pursuance of this project, a questionnaire is to be circulated among as 
many heirs as may be readily contacted. Accordingly, the committee would 
appreciate your cooperation in compiling a mailing list of heirs to multiple 
ownership (undivided interest) heirship lands. A complete, current, and alpha- 
betical mailing list is highly preferable for our use, but if such cannot be pro 
vided within the time allowed, one compiled from present lists used for disburs- 
ing lease money, obtaining lease signatures, or obtaining information on other 
heirship matters will suffice. 

In order that our study may be facilitated, it will be highly desirable that 
your mailing list be in our hands by May 1, 1959. We appreciate your fine 
record of cooperation in submitting important data in the past and trust that 
this relationship may be continued. 

Please send your answer to this request to Hon. Wayne N. Aspinall, chairman, 
Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs, House of Representatives, Washing- 
ton, D.C., 

Sincerely yours, 
Wayne N. ASPINALL, Chairman. 


; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS, 
Fort Peck INDIAN AGENCY, 


Poplar, Mont., April 29, 1959. 
Hon. WayYNE N. ASPINALL, 


Chairman, Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs, 
House of Representatives, Washington, D.C. 

DEAR CONGRESSMAN ASPINALL: We will be unable to furnish you a mailing of 
heirs on multiple-ownership lands by May 1, 1959. 

We have a considerable backlog of leases which we must complete before 
the farming season is too far advanced. 

We also have a previous request from Senator Murray, which we must 
complete. 

We shall forward as complete a list as we can compile as soon as possible, 

We thank you for your patience in this matter. 


Sincerely yours, 
541 
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CoMMITTEE ON INTERIOR AND INSULAR AFFAIRS, 
House or REPRESENTATIVES, 
Washington, D.C., September 29, 1960. 
Mr. Date M, Batpwin, 


Superintendent, Fort Peck Indian Agency, 
Poplar, Mont. 

Dear Mr. Batpwin: Please refer to our exchange of correspondence with your 
predecessor, Mr. Weston, and Mr. Glasgow dated April 8, April 29, July 11, August 
19, September 11, and September 23,1959. - In paragraph 3 of our July 11 letter 
we asked that ‘when you have completed this operation we would appreciate a 
letter from you indicating how many questionnaires were mailed to heirs and 
if some heirs were omitted, why they were.” Inasmuch as we have not received 
this information from you we would appreciate having it as soon as possible. 
Our analysis of the returning questionnaires is being completed but we do have a 
void ee the Fort Peck questionnaires. 

incerely yours, 
Joun L. Tayio 
Consultant on Indian Affairs. 


Fort Peck INDIAN AGENCY, 
Poplar, Mont., October 6, 1960. 
COM MITTEE ON INTERIOR AND INSULAR AFFAIRS, 
House of Representatives, United States, 
Washington, D.0. 
(Attention: John L. Taylor, consultant on Indian affairs). 

Dear Dr. TAYLOR: We apologize and respectfully ask your understanding in 
this our reply to your letter of September 29 and previous letters to this office on 
‘the subject of questionnaires sent to heirs of trust lands. 

Some difficulty has been experienced in finding out exactly how the mailing 
of the questionnaires was handled. The superintendent, realty officer, and clerk 
who worked on this project have all transferred or left the service of this Bureau. 

As far as we can determine, and we believe this to be accurate, the 1,000 
questionnaires which you sent were mailed to the first 1,000 heirs listed on our 
individual Indian accounts ledgers. This would have omitted mailing to approxi- 
mately 1,400 heirs since we have about 2,400 heirs on our heirship records. 

We sense that this may not have been an adequate response to your request. 
However, this is the best information we have been able to develop and place 
it before you for your consideration. 

Sincerely yours, 
DALE BALpwIin, Superintendent. 


CORRESPONDENCE WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 


COMMITTEE ON INTERIOR AND INSULAR AFFAIRS, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Washington, D.C. April 17, 1959. 
‘Mr. H. Rex Lee, 
Legislative Association Commissioner, 
Bureau of Indian Affairs, 
Interior Building, 
Washington, D.C. 

Deak Msg. Lee: As I have mentioned to you, we are assembling data from 
Bureau of Indian Affairs agencies and individual Indians which we hope will 
assist us in coming to grips with the Indian heirship problem. We have sent 
a letter (copy enclosed) to each of 59 agencies to obtain lists of names of In- 
dians who are owners of heirship lands. Upon receipt of those lists, we are 
planning to send the enclosed letter and questionnaire to the Indians concerned, 
in order to get grassroot information on the heirship interests. It is conceivable 
that the Indians are satisfied in maintaining the status quo, although we seriously 
doubt it, At any rate, we hope to get a cross section of opinion. 


Om We 


We would appreciate having persons like Mr. Noyes, Chief of your Realty 
Branch, atid others who are in daily contact with the heirship problem, review 
our questionnaire. We do not want the questionnaire to be too elementary nor- 
do we wish to go over the heads of the addressees. If we can get some sugges- 
tions, we would appreciate them, Do not feel that word or phrase changes have 
to be made merely for the sake of change, but we want to be certain our ideas 
are getting across. 

Sincerely yours, 
JoHN L. Taytor, 
Consultant on Indian Affairs. 


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY, 
Washington, D.C., May 15, 1959. 
Mr. Joun L. TAYLOR, 
Consultant on Indian Affairs, 
Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs, 
House of Representatives, Washington, D.C. 


DeaR Mr. Taytor: In response to your letter of April 17, 1959, we have 
reviewed the questionnaire which the Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs 
proposes to send to the owners of heirship lands. Such a study will be of great 
value to your committee and to this Department as well. 

We believe that the Indians have become sufficiently familiar with the terms 
used and will experience no difficulty in understanding the questions. Our sug- 
gestions are noted on the questionnaire, which we are returning. 

Please let us know if we can be of further service to you in this matter. 

Sincerely yours, 
RoGerR Ernst, 
Assistant Secretary of the Interior. 


COMMITTEE QUESTIONNAIRE 


COMMITTEE ON INTERIOR AND INSULAR AFFAIRS, 
HOovusE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Washington, D.C., June 29, 1959. 

Dear Str oR MADAM: The Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs is mak- 
ing a study of heirship land problems in the hopes of making laws that will be 
helpful to both the Congress and yourself. Your opinion is of major importance 
to our study. We are, therefore, enclosing a questionnaire that will help you tell 
us what you want us to do about this land problem. If there is anything else 
you want to tell us, write it after No. 29. 

Since what we hope to do about the land problem is very important to you, 
please fill out the questionnaire and send it back this week. Use the enclosed 
envelope. No stamp is needed. 

Thank you for your assistance. 

Sincerely yours, 
WAYNE N. ASPINALL, Chairman. 


; 

= 

| 
if 

is 

om : 

ill 
In- 
are 
ed, 
sly 


544 INDIAN HEIRSHIP LAND STUDY 


QUESTIONNAIRE To Be AMONG Hares To INDIAN 


A. General information 
1. What is your present age? __.___-.-- 
2. What is your sex? Male -_----_-_- Female -.----_.-- 
8. Do you have children? (check one) Yes No. 
a. If the answer is yes, how many? -_-------~- 
4. Are you the head of a household? (check one) Yes_ No. 
5. Are you now a member of any tribe? (check one) Yes No 
a. If the answer is Yes, please give name of tribe. = 
6. What is your approximate degree of Indian blood? (check one) Fuall- 


three-quarter halfblood one-quarter 
blood or None 
7. Do you now live on a reservation? (check one) Yes No. 


8. Do you now live on trust or restricted land? (check one) Yes__------ 

9. What is your occupation? 

10. Did you receive welfare assistance in 1958 from the Bureau of Indian 
— the State, or any other Government source? (check one) Yes_-..---- 


TL What was your annual cash income from all sources in 1958? (This in- 
formation will be quite helpful to the committee; however, you do not have to 
answer.) (check one) Up to DOD $1,000 to 
$2,000 to $3,000_..._...- ; $3,000 to $4,000____.._.. ; $4,000 and 
B. Interests in heirship land 

12. In how many different tracts of trust or restricted heirship land do you 
now own an interest? __--.._._ 

a. On how many reservations are these tracts located? 
b. How many of the tracts are public domain allotments? -—~-.-------- 

13. Are you now living on a tract in which you own an undivided heirship 

14. How much money did you receive during 1958 from your interests in 

15. When was the last time you visited any tract of heirship land in which 
you hold an interest? Year__...-.- 

16. How many miles from your present home is the nearest tract of heirship 
land in which you own an interest? -—~-.-_.---- miles. 

C, Actions 

17. Do you operate a farm or ranch in — any of your heirship interests 
are included? (check one) Yes 

18. Have you ever used a tract of helzabip 1 land in which you own an interest? 
(check one) Yes No 

‘ a. If the ouneee is Yes, was this within the past 10 years? (check one) 
es 

19. Have you ever tried to sell, exchange, partition, give away, or otherwise 
dispose of your share of any heirship tracts? (check one) Yes__.-~~.- 


a. Did you succeed? (check one( Yes No 
b. If answer is Yes, to whom did you dispose of these interests? Tribe 
20. Has any tribe unsuccessfully attempted to buy or make an exchange for 
your present heirship interests? (check one) Yes No. 
a. If the answer is Yes, why was the tribe unsuccessful? 


21. Have other Indians unsuccessfully tried to buy or rants land for any 
of your undivided heirship interests? (check one) Yes 
a. If the answer is Yes, why were they unsuccessful? 


| 
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22. Have you ever tried to buy or obtain by exchange, interests in your 
heirship tract owned by other indlyidnals? 


a. If the answer is Yes, was it by (check one) purchase. or 
D. Opinions and Proposals 
23. Do you plan to live on any tract of heirship land in which you own a 
share or interest? (check one) Yes_- 
24. Do you propose to use or operate any tract of heirship land in which 
you now ownashare? (checkone) Ne... > 
25. Do you want to sell or exchange your undivided wee in heirship 
land? (check one) Yes, ; Yes, all 
26. In relation to present government control of heirship foe "waieh of the 
following do you prefer? 
a. I want the Indian Bureau to keep its present control of the land. 
(check one) Yes No 
Why?..c 


b. I would like to have the tract(s) of heirship land in which I.own an 
interest sold and my share of the money paid to me. (check one) 
Some None 

ec. I want all trust restrictions and Indian Bureau controls removed from 
the heirship land in which I have an interst so that I and the other heirs 
may handle the land ourselves. (check one) Yes No 

27. As you know, there are a great many problems arising from the fact that 
under certain conditions the signatures of all heirs must be obtained before the 
heirship land can be leased, partitioned, sold, or the timber cut. Among the 
suggestions that have been made to solve this problem are the following: 

a. Legal action allowing heirs owning more than hatf the tract to have it 
leased, partitioned, sold, or the timber cut. 

b. Legal action providing that if more than half the heirs want the tract 
leased, partitioned, sold or the timber cut (regardless of whether they own 
more than half the land), it will be done. 

ce. Legal action providing that one heir could ask the state courts to either 
partition or sell the land. 

d. Legal action that would place the settlement of all heirship land prob- 
lems under state courts and state law. 

It would be very helpful to the Congress and this Committee if you would ex- 
plain to us what you think should be done about the problem. 


- 28. Do you now own land which is not in trust status? (check one) Yes -... 


a. If answer is Yes, indicate briefly how this land was acquired. 


29. Do you have any special problem connected with your heirship land which 
you would like to bring to our attention? 


60545—61—-vol. 1——-36 
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HEIRSHIP QUESTIONNAIRE WORKSHEET—INDIVIDUAL CODES ASSIGNED 
A. ABERDEEN AREA OFFICE 


Agency Numbers assigned 
B. ANADARKO AREA OFFICE 
1. Cheyenne and Arapaho--.......22.-....2--2-.-...----.. 14, 818-15, 932N 
C, BILLINGS AREA OFFICE 
4, Fort Belknap. 24, 830-25, 596 
D. GALLUP AREA OFFICE 
1. Consolidated Ute... eg 26, 964-27, 113 
2. Jicarilla.__.......----------------------------+-------- 27, 114-27, 116 
E. MINNEAPOLIS AREA OFFICE 
F. MUSKOGEE AREA OFFICE 
1. Five Olvilised 34, 513-35, 971 
G. PHOENIX AREA OFFICE 
38, 190-39, 204 
6. Uintah and 39, 241-40, 090 
H. PORTLAND AREA OFFICE 
ood 42, 561-43, 466 
45, 978-47, 872 
I. SACRAMENTO AREA OFFICE 


ae 
t 


INDIAN HEIRSHIP LAND STUDY 
‘PERCENTAGE OF RETURNS BY AGENCY 
ABERDEEN ARFA OFFICE 
® } Question- | Completed | Approximate 
} Agencies | naires returns percentage 
H mailed of returns 
rt Berthold: 526 11.2 
Standing Rock 1, 955 331 17 
ANADARKO AREA OFFICE 
611 200 32 
‘ 
BILLINGS AREA OFFICE 
GALLUP AREA OFFICE 
SUS WO. TAA 2, 539 559 1 
Total for 2, 986 596 2 
MINNEAPOLIS AREA OFFICE 
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PERCENTAGE OF RETURNS BY AGENCY—Continued 
MUSKOGEE AREA OFFIOE 


Question- | Completed [Approximate 
Agencies naires returns percentage 
mailed of returns 
Five Civilized Tribes 1, 465 294 20 
630 . 184 29 
Total for area. 2, 095 478 23 


PHOENIX AREA OFFICE 


Colorado River ae 839 250 29 
Papago. 38 
tah and Ouray. 850 69 8 
Total for area. 3, 483 635 18 
PORTLAND AREA OFFICE 
Colville 1,011 206 20 
Fort Hall___- 704 92 13 
Northern Idaho ee. 754 119 15 
Western Washington. -. we 2, 509 369 14 
1, 931 281 14 
Total for area... 7,817 1,193 15 
SACRAMENTO AREA OFFICE 
= 
Riversid 589 118 20 
Total for area_ : 2,035 471 23 


DOCUMENTS RELATING TO THE EXAMINERS OF INHERITANCE 


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
OFFICE OF THE SOLICITOR, 
Washington, D.C., July 25, 1960. 
Memorandum to All Examiners of Inheritance: 

Mr. Stephen Langone, of a subcommittee of the House Committee on Interior 
and Insular Affairs, is conducting, on behalf of his committee, a survey regarding 
Indian probate matters. On July 22, 1960, he made a single query which we feel 
that you would be well qualified to answer. That query is regarding the average 
number of heirs in probate determinations. Mr. Langone stressed the point that 
no research is required or suggested, but that you give a guess or an estimate, 
based upon your day-to-day contact with this type of work. Moreover, we have 
been assured that the figures submitted will be treated and used as estimates 


Accordingly, will you submit to Mr. Langone directly what each of you regard 
as a guess or estimate regarding the average number of heirs per probate deter- 
mination. Since the matter is of some urgency, may we emphasize the need for 
early compliance with this request, and that you accordingly confine your answer 
to the query made. Mr. Langone may be addressed in care of the subcommittee, 
House Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs, room 1324, New House Office 
Building, Washington, D.C. A copy of your transmittal to Mr. Langone should 
be sent to us for our information and the file. 


Grorce W. Assort, The Solicitor. 
By Epmunp T. Fritz, Deputy Solicitor. 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
OFFICE OF THE SOLICITOR, 
EXAMINER OF INHERITANCE, 


Gallup, N. Mez., July 28, 1960. 
Mr. STtePHEN LANGONE, 


House Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs, 
New House Office Building, Washington, D.C. 


Dear Mr. LANGoNE: At the request of the Solicitor, Department of the Interior, 
I submit to you an estimate in regard to the average number of heirs in probate 
determinations in the Gallup area. 
During this current month of July, evidently we will have completed the pro- 
bate and issued orders determining heirs in six Navajo estate matters. In these 
six estates there were 21, 9, 22, 4, 10, and 4 heirs, or an average of between 11 
and 12 heirs in each estate. 
| Normally, this office completes an average of 10 probate cases each month, 
| but our production for the month of July has been curtailed because we are 
presently working on a complex heirship case in which it appears that there will 
be at least 245 heirs of the decedent. 
I believe that it is reasonable to estimate that the average number of heirs in 
Navajo probate determinations is about 15 in each estate. 
Respectfully submitted. 
W. Examiner of Inheritance. 


U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
OFFICE OF THE SOLICITOR, 
Shawnee, Okla., August 1, 1960. 
Mr. STEPHEN LANGONE, 
Subcommittee of the House Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs, New 
House Office Building, Washington, D.C. 


Dear Siz: The Solicitor has advised us of your request for information con- 
cerning the average number of heirs in probate determinations conducted by the 
Department. It may be significant to note that as to determinations made by 
this office, it is found that those Indian estates in Kansas and Nebraska nor- 
mally have less heirs, devisees, or legatees involved, as opposed to Oklahoma 
Indian estates. 

Viewing, however, the three-State jurisdiction of this office as a whole, it is 
our considered opinion that the average number of heirs or will beneficiaries 
would be six or possibly seven per estate. These figures represent a fairly ac- 
curate conclusion particularly to tribes in Oklahoma. There are very few 
estates with less than 4 or 5 heirs, and very few estates with 10 or more heirs. 

We trust this information will serve your purposes, but will be happy to fur- 
nish more detailed information should you so desire. 

Very truly yours, 


Kent R. BLAINE, 
Examiner of Inheritance. 


U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
OFFICE OF THE SOLICITOR, 
Pine Ridge, S. Dak., July 28, 1960. 


Mr. STEPHEN LANGONE, 
Subcommittee, House Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs, 
New House Office Building, Washington, D.C. 


Dear Mr. LaNGone: Your query as to the average number of heirs in the 
Indian probate determinations has been forwarded to me by Edmund T. Fritz, 
Deputy Solicitor. 

From a quick review of some of our files it appears that the average number 
of heirs in these Indian probates is about six. I believe that if the review were 
projected over a greater number of cases the —— would remain about the 
same, or probably from 5% to 6 heirs a case. 

Very truly yours, 


Atm ae 


RicHarp B. DENv, 
Examiner of Inheritance. 


ae 


; 

4 

5 
D 

3 


550 INDIAN HEIRSHIP LAND STUDY 


U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
OFFICE OF THE SOLICITOR, 
Billings, Mont., August 2, 1960. 
Mr. STEPHEN LANGONE, 
Subcommittee, House Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs, New House 
Office Building, Washington, D.C. 


Deak Mr. Lancone: This responds to a request of July 25, 1960, from the 
Solicitor, U.S. Department of the Interior. 1 estimate that the average number 
of heirs in probate determinations in the southern area, Billings probate district, 
is seven. The agencies served are Northern Cheyenne and Crow in Montana, 
Wind River in Wyoming, Uintah and Ouray in Utah, and Fort Hall in Idaho, 


Sincerely yours, 
Frances C, Bier, 
Examiner of Inheritance, 


U.S. DepaRTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
OFFICE OF THE SOLICITOR, 
Phoenia, Ariz., July 29, 1960. 
Re average number of heirs in Indian probate determinations. 
Mr. STEPHEN LANGONE, 
Subcommittee, House Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs, New House 
Office Building, Washington, D.C. 
Dear Mr. LANGoNE: My estimate is that the average number of heirs per 
probate determination is five. 
Sincerely yours, 
Wiser O. HENDERSON, 
Eraminer of Inheritance. 


U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
OFFICE OF THE SOLICTTOR, 
Bismarck, N. Dak., August 2, 1960. 
Mr. STEPHEN LANGONE, 
Subcommittee, House Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs, New House 
Office Building, Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. LANGongE: This will acknowledge your letter to the Solicitor of the 
Department of the Interior bearing date of July 25, 1960. I have just returned 
from holding hearings on the Turtle Mountain Consolidated Indian Agency, 
Belcourt, N. Dak. Your query was regarding the average number of heirs in 
a probate determination. 

My estimation would be seven heirs. 

Sincerely yours, 
ArTHuUR T. HoabLey, 
Examiner of Inheritance. 


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
OFFICE OF THE SOLICITOR, EXAMINER OF INHERITANCE, 
Billings, Mont., August 10, 1960. 
Mr. STEPHEN LANGONE, 
Subcommittee, House Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs, New House 
Office Building, Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. LANGONE: In response to the memorandum of July 25, 1960, from 
the Deputy Solicitor concerning your inquiry relative to the average number 
of heirs in probate determinations, my estimate would be eight. 

This estimate is made with respect to the four reservations of northern Mon- 
tana under my jurisdiction, 

Sincerely yours, 


Davin J. McKEE, 
Heaminer of Inheritance. 
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MENOMINEE AGENCY, 
Keshena, Wis., Oct. 21, 1960. 
Mr. STEPHEN LANGONE, 
Subcommittee, House Committee o on Interior and Insular Affairs, 
New House Office Building, Washington, D.O.: 


My estimate concerning average number of heirs per probate determination is 
DANzEL Boos, Ezaminer of Inheritance. 


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
OFFICE OF THE SOLICITOR, 
PORTLAND REGION, 
Portland, Oreg., July 28, 1960. 
Mr. STEPHEN LANGONE, 
Subcommittee, House Oommittee on Interior and Insular Affairs, New House 
Office Building, Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. LANGONE: A copy of the Deputy Solicitor’s memorandum to all ex- 
aminers of inheritance of the Interior Department, dated July 25, 1960, has been 
received. 

The Deputy Solicitor instructs each examiner to send to you an estimate as 
to the average number of heirs in each probate determination of Indian trust 
estates. We are glad to inform you that this office keeps a control continually 
of the information you request : 246 cases were decided by this office during the 
fiscal year 1960; 964 persons were found to be heirs and devisees. This would 
make an average of 3.91 heirs per case. 

Sincerely, 
R. J. MONTGOMERY, 
Examiner of Inheritance. 


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
OFFICE OF THE SOLICITOR, 
Pierre, 8. Dak., July 28, 1960. 
Mr. STEPHEN LANGONE, 
Subcommittee, House Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs, New House 
Office Building, Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. LAncone: The Deputy Solicitor of this Department has directed 
me to answer a question presented by you July 22, 1960, as to the average num- 
ber of heirs in Indian probate decisions. 

I estimate that in this probate district, embracing Rosebud, Yankton, Crow 
Creek, Lower Brule, and Sisseton Reservations, the average number of heirs is 
four. 

Yours very truly, 
LOWELL A. WHEATON, 
Examiner of Inheritance. 


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
OFFICE OF THE SOLICITOR, 
Carson City, Nev., August 1, 1960. 

Memorandum to: Mr. Stephen Langone, care of Subcommittee, House Com- 

mittee on Interior and Insular Affairs, room 1324, New House Office Build- 

ing, Washington, D.C. 
Subject: Average number of heirs per probate determination. 
From: W. Ward Wyman, hearing examiner, Carson City, Nev. 

In compliance with the July 25, 1960, memorandum from the Solicitor, Wash- 
ington, D.C., we wish to state that we estimate the average number of heirs 
per probate "determination is five. 

W. Warp WYMAN. 
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ALAMO NAVAJO RESOLUTION 


Atamo Navaso Cuapter, Magdalena, N. Mea. 
Hon. Wayne ASPIN 


ALL, 
Chairman, Interior and Insular Affairs, 
Washington, D.C. 


Deak Mr. Asprnatt: A large percentage of the Alamo Community people 
received your letter of June 29, 1959, as well as the questionnaire concerning 
the study that your committee is making in heirship land problems in which 
you hoped that laws might be passed that might be helpful to not only the 
Indian people themselves, but also to the Government. 

A large percentage of our people do not write nor understand the English 
language and as a result of this have not filled out and returned your ques- 
tionnaire. However, several council meetings have been held in which a good 
portion of these people were present and your questionnaire and letter was dis- 
cussed at these meetings. After considerable discussion, it was decided that 
rather than attempt to have each.of the persons receiving your questionnaire 
fill out the same, that a resolution should be drafted and adopted by the gov- 
erning body, making known to you the desire of the majority of the allottees 
or their heirs, 

The enclosed resolution was adopted which we hope might be helpful in 
making your study of the heirship land problems, We want to thank you fee 
the interest you have in the Indian people. 

Sincerely yours, 
JUAN VICENTE, 
Chairman, Alamo Navajo Chapter. 


RESOLUTION 


At a duly called meeting of the Alamo Navajo community called by the chapter 
officers on 19th day of February 1960, the following resolution was adopted: 

Whereas the problems encountered in the use of allotted lands now in heirship 
status was discussed; and 

Whereas the letter and questionnaire circulated among heirs to Indian land 
by the Honorable Wayne N. Aspinall, Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs, 
was also discussed with officers of the chapter and individual Indians owning 
undivided interests in Navajo allotment ; and 

Whereas meetings for the purpose of discussing Mr. Aspinall’s questionnaire 
were held on July 28, 1959, and January 26, 1960, were reviewed, and the follow- 
ing resolution is hereby adopted : 

Be it resolved, That the majority of the persons present at the above-mentioned 
meetings, as well as this meeting, believe that it would be best and advantageous 
to not only the tribe but the heirs holding undivided individual interest in allot- 
ments to have all of the allotted land in the Alamo area conveyed to the Alamo 
Navajo Band and the same held as trust property by the tribe and used in the 
same manner as tribal land. By converting these lands to tribal status, there 
would be no interruption in the use of the land since the allotted land is at the 
present time being used jointly with tribal land by the original allottees or their 


Be it further resolwed, That the Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs con- 
sider this proposal in their study of heirship land problems and recommend leg- 
islation which would provide for the conveyance of all allotted lands in this 
area to tribal status. 


JUAN 


FRankK MEXIcaANo, 
Vice Chairman, 
MARTIANO APACHITO, 
Tribal Delegate, 


ANTHONY APACHE, 
Secretary. 
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